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EDITOR’S PREFACE,

TrE energies—exhibited of late, by the emissaries of the Chureh of Rome, for the
re-establishment of her influence in this country—have loudly demanded the re-publi-
cation of those works with which our forefathers withered her influence, and bafied
her energies. There 15 no volume in the range of our literature, that has been more
effective in maintaining the principles of the Reformation—that noblest of all achieve-
ments—than the Aects and Monuments of Martyrs, by Master Jolin Foxe, 1t ig this
convietion which has induced the present edition of that admirable work.

When we speak of the Churck of Rome, we speak of a religious, though a fatally
erring community. DBut when we speak of #he Papacy, we allude to an ecclesiastical
system, which not oaly teaches such absurdities as Transubstautiation —such blas-
phemies as the Sacrifice of the Mass—such idolatry as the Worship of Saints—and
such a novelty as her Creed, but also has elevated an Italian Bishop to the throne
of an Itaban Prince, who has teriitories, and broad domains, and numerovs sub-
jects of s own, and placed him in such a peculiar position, that he can bind, by
solemn oaths, and demand allegiance from, a portion of the subjects of every other
prince. This man—combining in himself the offices of Priest and King-—has been
raised to such a lofty pinnacle of secular authority, that he can control, punish, or
reward a portion of the subjects of other Princes, so as to secure to himself the ser-
vice and fealty of all those who, as members of the priesthood, possess either power
or nfluence 1n other states. We must not regard this as a purely spintual power,
for those persons are bound hy the most solemn oaths—not to defend the royaities
of their liege sovereign, but—to defend, to the ntmost of their power, the usurped or
pretended royalties of thig Italian Bishop, in the heart of every other state. It is a
fearful, and ¢ melancholy fact, that in our own fair England, palmy and beautiful
England—the land of the brave, and the home of the free—there should he many
hundreds of men, holding and wielding a certain influence in the land, who have been
appointed by this foreign potentate, who ought to have no authority i this realm,
and who have sworn—not to maintain the royalties of the sovereign of England,
but—to maintain the royalties of this Italian Prince.¥*

As loyal subjects of the sovereign of England, and as liege subjects of the Kmg
of kings, we never can consent that this Italian Potentate should possess authotity in
this realm. We feel that the experience of this nation, and the history of the world
have proved, that he exercises his authority to minister to his own ambition, and to
the degradation of mankind, and that the ecclesiastical system of Rome is a mighty

* The Court of Rome bas at present—A. D, 1838—above xix hundred Missionary Priests in England.
A
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confederacy agamst the civil liberties, and rehigicus privileges of man. We likewise
feel that the emissaries of this system have never been very scrupulous as to the means
of accomplishing their ends. It may be the darkening of a nation’s glory, as in the
time of King John, of England. It may be the sundering of all the civil ties of man,
as in the history of the German emperors. It may be the massacre of thousands, as
France, on the day of St. Bartholomew. It may be the tortures of an Inguisition, as
in the atmosphere of Spain. It may be the most ternble persecution, as in the reign of
Mary, of England. Any, and all means are alike welcome to accomplish the abjects
of that church,and there is at all times an ample agency, m the Bishops, and Priests—
in the Monks and Friars of Rome. By such ageney and such means the most potent
Monarchs of Europe have been humbled; the most noble Princes of Chiistendom have
been ruined ; Emperors have been dethroned, and Kings trampled under foot ; Nations
have flowed with bleod, and Kingdoms have been broken into dust—all to satiate the
ambition of an Italian Priest, who, while professing to be meek and lowly, compelled im-~
perial potentates to kiss his feet, and accept their crowns and kingdems at his hands.

When we contemplate thiz system—though shomn of much of its power and
splendor -~ eoncentrating its energies in connexion with all the peculiar doctrines and
discipline of the Charcil of Rome, and endeavouring with all its powers to re-establish
her influence in this country, it is high time for every lover of religions liberty, and
every friend of civil freedom to make those efforts which seem best calculated to pre-
vent so terrible a calamty.

The Church of Rome has never abandoned her ¢laim to this country; and from the
age of the Reformation to the present time, she has repeated her efforis to re-assert
that claim with an untiring perseverance. We shall touch on the chief of those efforts
which she bas made from time to time in this country.

In the time of good King Edward VL the Church of Eogland was completely
emancipated from the influence of these Italian ecclesiastics. The stately and
venerable pile which had been marred by the hand of time, was restored to is primi-
tive beauty. Iis goodly pillars, that had been overgrown with the mould of years; and
its noble arches, that had been overspread with many corraptions, were cleared of all
that deformed them. The mintons of Priesicraft, who had made it & den of thieves,
and had driven their merchandize of men’s souls within her porehss, were remove -
and the Church of England refurned to her original and apostolic purity. Had the
life of this young and gentle Prince been spared, the religious freedom of England
had been established beyond the possibility of danger. But it was the purpose of
God to scourge this nation with a scourge of scorpions, s0 28 to teack us to chersh
an undying hatred of the whole system of Popery, that the memory of its horrors,
and its cruelties, vught live in the minds of our children, and our children’s childreu,
that so there might be cherished among us a high and uwnwavering resclve that it
should never again be established in this country. Edward was taken to his rest,
and Mary ascended the throne. We know not what feminine amiabilities she may
have naturaily possessed, but we do koow that she sarrendered herself into the hands
of the limlian Priests, and they, to use the lanpuage of our Redeemer, “ made her
two-fold more the child of hell than themselves.”

It was on the accession of this queen that the Papacy made its first effective efforts
to re-establish its influence in this land; Mary, with more zeal than prudence, restored
the reign of Popery. To that reign we are to look for a true portraiture of this Italian
religion, when possessing influence in a Protestant nation. It is not by the unautho-
rised professions of modern membesrs of that system, softened and attenuated fora
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purpose, that we are to look for a living exhibition of its character, but we are to read
the records of those times, wherein the Papacy possessed the power of accomplishing its
own purposes, and unfolding its own characteristics. 1f we desire to know the fierce-
ness of the lion, or the ferocity of the tiger, we must view them, not with their teeth
drawn, and their claws extracted, and confined within cages of iron, but as in their
native wildness they range the forest, or crouch in the jungle. We must form our
judgment of the nature of Popery, not from her present chained and fettered state, but
from the tendencies she displayed when she possessed power and influence in the
nation, and could without restraint accomplish ber purposes.

The peculiar characteristic of the effort made in this reign to restore the dominion
of the Papacy was Prrsecurion, Mary commenced her career with a fearful aban-
domment of moral principle. She pledged herself to the men of Norfolk and Suffolk,
who had embraced the principles of the Reformation, that if they would assist in
placing her upon the throne, she would never interfere with the Protestant principles of
the nation. On this pledge she induced them to take arms in her cause, and they
placed her triumphantly on the throne. Her whole reipn was one continued act of
perfidy to that pledge® The system of persecution which she put in force, was the
most awful exhibition of cruelty, and cold and deliberate blood-guiltiness, that the
records of our race preseot to us. There may have been at other tines, and in other
lands, persecution as terrible and as hloody; but this continued through the whole five
years of her reign. The loftiest in the land were its martyrs, and a woman was the
perpetrator,

No rank, or virtue, or Jearning, gave exemption to the possessor—Cranmer, Ridley,
Latimer, Hooper, Farrer,—all bishops of the church, were removed from their sees—
degraded from their office—cast into prison, and finelly martyred amidst the fires.
Many hundreds of Christian souls were persecuted to the death.t Two persons were
publicly appointed in every parish, to discover and inform against every Protestant
who refused to conform to Popery. They were then apprebended, examined, and, if
they still refused, martyred. Many thovsands were thus compelled to fly their homes,
their properties, and their country, to seek in foreign lands a welcome that was denied
them in their father-dand. Among these fugitives was Master Joun Foxk, the justly ce-
lebrated Author of this justly celebrated Work, ¢ The Acts and Moruments of Martyrs,”
wherein we have the only full and faithful narration of the cruelty of this persecution,
in which men, women, children, without regard to age or sex, were indiscriminately
martyred. Sometimes five, and sometimes ten were consumed in one fire, and on one
occasion three women were burned at one stake, and—the blood runs cold while we
write it—when one of them, under the pain of the flames, travailed with child, and
one of the muititude, more humane than the rest, rescued the new-born babe, the
authorities commanded it instantly to be burned with its mother! When such scenes
were transacted under the authonty of ene who was herself a woman, we may well
feel that there is an alchemy in Popery, that if it finds us angels can transform us
into devils.

The death of this woman, whose only claim upon our respect is that, like one of
old, she was “a king’s daughter,” stayed the work of persecution, and thus rendered
ineffectual the first great effort of the Papacy to re-establish itself in this country.
The accession of Elzabeth freed the Church of England from Italian influence, and
settled it upon surer pillars, and more steadfast foundations than ever.

* One of the most interesting historical decuments ever read, is the petition of thete men of Narfolk,
and Suffolk, to the Queen’s Council, in the time of persecution. Tt will be found st page 913,

% Grindal, who Hred during this period, says the number was 800; others eatimaile it st half that number.
a2
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The noble spirit of this Queen was such as became the monarch of this gallant
nation, over whose destinies she presided. When, by that act of Popish perfidy—the
massacre of St. Bartholomew—the streets of Paris flowed with the bloed of her Pro-
testant sons, the French ambassador appeared at the court of Elizabeth, e looked
around for the splendour and chivalry of England, s cheek paled. The court of
Elizabeth was arrayed in the deepest moyming !

Under her reign this country stood forth the friend and protector of the reformed
religion both at home and abroad, and the grand antagonist of the Papal system.
It was therefore scarcely to be expected that with an enemy so powerful, persevening,
and unscrupulous as Popery, this country could be left in tranquillity. The second
great effort for the re-establishment of the Church of Rome, unfolded a system of
internal RERELLION and foreign INVASION,

Pope Pius was pleased in A. D, 1570, for the aceomplishment of this effort, to
issue his bull anathemetising the Queen of England, and absolving all her sub-
jects of their oaths of allegiance. “The nobles, subjects, and inhabitants of England,”
says this audacious manifesto, “ who have in any way sworn to her, we declare to be
absolved for ever from any such oath, and from all manner of duty, aliegiance, and
obedience, as we do by the autherity of these presents absolve them, and do deprive
the said Elizabeth of her pretended right to the kingdom, and all other things afore-
said. We command and interdict all nobles, subjects, people, and others aferesaid,
that they presume not to obay her mandates, monitions, or laws. Those who shall
act otherwise we bind under a similar sentence of anathema,” &eo.

This Italian Priest, not contented with thus anathematising the Queen of England,
and blasphemously assuming to absolve the people of England from their allegiauce,
proceeded to two other measures that strikingly illustrate the character of the Papacy.
He first sent certam Jesuits into Ireland with bulls, awthorising them to raise the inha-
bitants of that island in rebellion ageinst England. They unhappily accomplished
his purpose there. He then took upon him to make over the realm of England, its
crown, its revenues, and its dependencies as a gift to Philip of Spain. There too he
succeeded in nducing that prince o equip the celebrated Armada, and prepare for an
invasion of England.

Such were the means by which it was proposed to re-establish Popery in this land.
Hebellion 1 [reland—treason in England —e forelgn invasion in botl!

But, by the Providence of God, the rebellion in Ireland was crushed, the treason in
England baffled, and the armada of Spain destroved. We could mourn over the fate
of that pallant armament, were we not acquainted with its object. The pomp of
the chivalry of Spain, the flower of all her gallant youth were there. All that
high hope could expect from noble daring, and all that the enthusiasm of superstition
could achieve, might have been expected there. The voice of Papal iufallibility had
proclaimed it invincible. It walked the mighty ocean in its pride, It spread its flut-
tering wings for the shores of England. But an Aongel of Heaven was moving over it
anseen. The winds rashed in their fury above it. The waves swept in their madness
beneath it. There were fearless hearts before them, and mighty arms to meet them.
The chivalry of England manned her fleets, and the yeomanry of England lined her
shores ; and this “ invincible armada,” acattered on the deep, or stranded on our cliffs,
strewed our shores with the mouldenng bones of the youth of Spain.

Thus ended the second great effort to restore the influence of Rome in this country.
Tts characteristics were rebellion and invasion—snitable precursors of the next attempt
of thege Italian Priests,

The wigour of Elizabeth’s government was felt even after her death. James L re-



EDITOR'S PREFACE. v

ceived & kingdom, from which the more daring and dangerous spirits had been exiled
for their treasons, or had gone lute banishment to escape the vengeance of the laws,
Those were members of the Church of Rome, and devotedly attached tc the interests
of the Papacy. They had religicusly believed that the Papal authority could absolve
subjects of their allegiance, and depose sovereigns from their thrones. They had held
that heresy—the designation given to the reformed feith—was sufficient to lead to a
forfeiture of all rights and privileges, and they therefore entered eagerly into every con-
spiracy that was deerned likely to re-establish the Papacy in its ancient influence in
England.

These men resided chiefly in Flanders and Spain, where the members of the Order
of Jesuits were in considerable numbers and activity; Garnet, Creswell, Baldwin,
Pavsons, and other celebrated Jesuits, soon obtained an ascendancy over these emi
grants, and, with the deep subtlety, and unwavering courage of their order, implicated
them in endless conspiracies. Itis to the intngues of this remarkable class of eccle-
siastics, that we owe the GUNPOWDER-TREASON, which was discovered on the eve of its
consummation, They bound each of the agents of this horrible treason, under an
oath of secrecy, administered on receiving the Sacrament! The form of the oath was,
“ You shall swear by the blessed Trnity, and by the Sacrament you now propose to
receive, never to disclose, directly or indirectly, by word or cireumstance, the matter
which shall be proposed to you, to keep secret, nor desist from the execution thereof,
until the rest shall give you leave.” There must be a frightful amount of human de-
pravity, when a number of ecclesiastics could adwunister the Sacrament, and swear by
the Trinity to go forward in this terrible conspiracy, [t appears, ikewise, that another
Priest, named Gerrhard, gave absolution of the sin to each of the 2gents, preparatory
to the accomplishment of their treason.  Well might that celebrated lawyer, Goke, say,
“ [ never yet knew a treason without a Romish Priest.”

The whole design of this conspiracy was developed on the trial of the conspirators.
The written confessions of Guy Fawkes and Thomas Winter, give ample details of the
made of accomplishment.® It was propesed to blow up, by gunpowder, the houses of
Parliament, when, at the opening of the Jession, the King, with the Royal Family, the
Peers, and Members of the House of Commons, would be assembled together., By
such a stroke, it was expected that they would destroy the heads of all the principal
Protestant families in the kingdom. And then it was arranged to seize the infant
daughbter of the King, whe was then in Warwickshire, and proclaim her Queen, to
educate her a Papist, and themselves to govern the realm during her long minarity.

Such were the objects of this conspiracy, and such the third great effort to re-
establish the Papacy in England. The next was of a different character.

It was made in the time of James 11, Tour of the sovereigns of England had suc-
cessively been Protestants; and when it might have been expected that all hope, or at
least all efforts to restore the system of Popery had been erushed for ever, an avowed
Papist ascended the threne in the person of James IL., and gave new life to the hopes
and energies of the emissaries of Rome. He was a man bigoted to his sect, and re-
solved to re-establish Popery on the ruins of Protestantism.  His efforts to aceomplizh
this object were different from all that had gone before, He proposed to encourage the
growth of Popery,—not by persecution, as in the days of Mary; for the nation would
not bear it,—but by all THE POWER OF TEE CROWS, and the influence of the Court.
He knew that in the then state of the nation it would not suit bis purposes to make an

* These confessions, together with an aseount of the whole conspiracy, will be found in the Appendiz to
thic Edition of the Acta and Monuments.
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avowed assault upon its Protestantism, and he therefore adopted the more gradual and
insinuating instrumentality of courtly favour and royal authority,

His reign, like that of Mary, was one continned act of perfidy to promises the most
solemn. He had solemnly promised in Parliament, before he came to the throne, that
he would cherish his religicus principles between himself and his God, and never per-
mit them to interfere with his government of the nation. He had solemnly promised,
afterwards, on opening the first Parliament of his reign, in the speech delivered on that
most public occasion, that he would never interfere with the religion of the Established
Church. His whole reign was an illustration how pledges the most binding, and
promises the most sacred, can all be violated, with a recklessness peculiar to the
Church of Rome, whenever her interests are mnvelved in the results. It is as easy to
stay the planets in their course, as to find a moral tie, either of promises, or pledges,
or oaths, that will bind the Church of Rome.

The extraordinary lengths to which this unhappy monarch was led by Father Petre,
and those other Priests to whose guidance he so implicitly committed himself, awakened
the dormant spirit of this nation. His measares respecting the Judges of the land, his
proceedings among the Officers of the Army, his attempts against the Universities, his
attack upon the Bishops, his claim of & dispensing power, his whole preceedings could
not but compel the nation to look to its civil liberties, and its religious freedom ; and to
take measures for the preservation of the former against a Despot, and of the latter
egainst a Papist.

The Revolution was the consequence, and thus, in the triumph of civil and religious
liberty, ended the fourth great effort of the emissaries of Rome to re-establish Popery
in England.

The principles involved in the Revolution were carried out duving the reign of
William IIT. The civi! and religious institutions of the Country hecame inseparably
blended, in our National Constitution. The Protestantism of the Church of England
became amalgamated with the State, and it was designed that one sheuld be as lasting
as the other. Well nigh a century and a half has elapsed since that glorious event,
and the experience of every added year only unfolds more manifestly the wisdom of
those principles on which the Revolution was founded.

From that period the authority of the Church of Rome seemed sonibilated in Eng-
land. The perfect triumph of the principles of the Reformation at the time, and the
steady attachment of the population of the Country to those principles, seem to have
confinued nnabated until late years, in which a new method of precedure has been
adopted by the emissaries of the Church of Rome, with the view of again extending
the mfiuence of the Papacy in this Country.

In the time of the unhappy James II. the emissanes of Rome songht to extend their
influence through the despotic principles of the mowarcEy., But now they endeavour
to promote the same result, through the growing sirength of the pEmocracy. Such
questions, as the principles of Monarchy on one hand, and Democracy on the other,
are insignificant in their views, except o far as they can be made subservient to the
interests of the Church of Rome: and, therefore, the emissaries of that Chureh are
always prepared to ally themselves and their influence, with those principles that are
most calculated at the time to subserve their purpose.

In this Country, they bave allied themselves to the democratic party, upon the
principle, that they will thereby render themselves, and their objects, more popular
among the mass of the population, and at the same time secure to their canse that
influence, which for some years past, has been on the zscendancy in this country.
They have thereby obtained, already, not only a voice, but also a powerful influence
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in the Legislature, and an entrance to the Couneils. And despite of promises, and even
caths, are eagerly senzing upon every opportunity by which they hope to cripple the
energies of Protestantisms, and to enbance the influence of Romanism.

At the same time that this process is carrying on in the Legislature,and in the Coun-
cils, there are other means employed with an unwearied diligence, and an unexampled
expenditure of exertion and wealth, to advance the mterests of the Papacy among the
population. More than Six hundred Missionary Priests, of the Church of Rome, have
been sent into this country. These missionaries, either settle themselves in certain
localities, or move in various ditections through the land, every where endeavouring to
disseminate their peculiar principles, through the instrumentality of Sermons, Lectures,
Tracts, &c. Their efforts have so far succeeded, as that during the last forty years they
have incressed the number of their chapels from about tkirty, to above five hundred.
A large number of Seminaries, or Colleges, have been formed with the view of securing
the education of our youth, And many Nunneries and Monasteries have been esta-
blished, so as to become centres for the propagation of the whole system of Popery.
The suceess with which their measures of proselytism have been crowued, has been
beyond their most sangnine expectations; and the ignorance of the population on one
hand, and the political party to whom the emissaries of Rome bave allied themselves,
on the other hand, seem to promise still more ample success to their wowearied
exertions. They hesitate no longer to avow their expectation, that this mation will
retura ¢o the bosom of the Church of Rome.

This state of things is preznant with the most disastrous consequences to the Pro-
testantism of England, and demands the mightiest efforts that Christians and Pro-
testants can make for the defence of our faith. They have a mighty adversary, against
which they have to contend, in the Church of Rome ; but they have a still mightier
treasure to preserve, in the true religion established among us. It may truly be said
of England, as of Israel, in the day of her biessedness, that she is a great and under-
standing nation, and that there is no nation that hath Ged so nigh, or to which he hath
given such statutes and ordinances, that we might walk in them, and live in them, and
be a delightsome land, We have, by the Rerorvatior, an English Service, and
an open Bible. We have, by the REvorvuTIoN, 21l the religious Hiderty that Christians
can wish, and all the civil Liberfy that good subjects can desire.

Shall it be, that such matchless treasures shall be lost by our apathy? Shall it be,
that by our tndifference, we shall again be doomed to come under Italian influence,
blighting our morals—withering cur privileges—destroymg our liberties—our homes
ceasing to be happy; and our altars ceasing to be free? Shall it be, that the souls of
our children, and our children’s children, shall become the merchandize of Friars, and
their morals become contamivated by the Priests of the Confessional? Shall their
birthright of an open Bible, and an English Service, and a freedom to think and
judge for themseives, be taken from them by our apathy, ov neglect? It were better
that the blast of death should sweep through the land, and as of old, Jeave the first-
born dead in every house; and that the wail of the desolate, and the cry of the moum-
ing should be heard on every wind, and echoed from every home, than that 2 calamity
so disastrous as this, should befal our father land. Then, indeed, weould the dark spinit
of Popery be traced by the fall of our fanes and the ruin of our altars; and she would
erect her throne amidst the fallen columns—the crumbling arches, and the mouldering
aisles of the Temple of Protestantism. Then, indeed, would the glory of Britain—pot
the trinmphs of her iroh-hearted battalions on the battle-field, nor of her bannered masts
upon the wave—not the treasure of her pold and silver and precious stones, nor the
countless navies that waft to her shores the merchandize of the world—but her truest
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aind her best, the Glory of her essential Protestantism be departed; and if ever such an
eclipse shall darken it, then wiil * Ichabod” be written upon her ruins, and “ The
glory is departed,” become the requiem of fallen England.

Tt 1s with the view of strengthening the religious principles of Protestantism, in the
convictions of the People of England, and with the view of exhibiting fully and faith-
fully before their eyes, u living portraiture of the Papacy, that this FamiLy Epiriow
of the Acts and Monwments of Muartyrs, has been published.

It is impossible for a mind, candid and unprejudiced, to peruse this work and ta
think otherwise of it, than that it was a noble production for its age, and an invaluable
compilation for any age. Masrer Jomx Foxx, who was born in the same year that
Luther commenced the Reformation, has collected together those scattered registries,
and official documents, and original writings, respecting the Martyrs of Protestantism,
which bad been long since lost to the Church, were it not for his assiduity and zeal.
He had access to Diocesan Registries, which are now lost for ever; excepting in those
extracts which he has made from them. They give the official account of the articles
charged against the Martyrs, and their answers te the same, in public courts.
He had access to some documents, as Monitions, and Proclamations, which now are
only to be found in the pages of this work ; and which iliustrate the spirit and tenden-
cies of the times, He had access to many of the Martyrs themselves, and possessed
their own original statements, wriiten by their own hands, detailing the course of their
previous sufferings, and the methods of their examination. These have all long since
passed away for ever, except so far as they have been preserved in these Aets and
Monuments., This 18 sufficient, of itself, to make the work an invaluable treasure; as
an extensive compilation of evidences, and materials for the general historian ; and
especizlly for those who feel an inferest in the confessions of those Martyrs of the
Anglican Church, whe were “glain for the word of God, and for the testimony which
they beld ;”” and whose blood proved such prolific seed for the Church of England.
The greater portion of the work is a compilation of these original documents. He
gives them to the world as such, and exhibits no trace of that vanity which has tempted
so many to clothe original materials in more modern phraseology, so as to pass them
current as their own; and sure we are, that the name of Jomsx Foxe, will live
green in the memory of our children, and our children’s childven, when his envious
and malicious detractors shall have passed inte oblivion.

The work proposes to give a general sketch of the history of the Christian Church-—
a more detailed aceount of the Church of England—an accurate portraiture of the rise,
and progress, and genius, of the Church of Rome—and finally, the most fuil and
ample account of the examinations, sufferings, and martyrdoms, of those holy men of
God, who were the strength and ornament of the Protestantism of this land.

The edition which we now present to the public, possesses certain peculiarities which
require to be noticed.

I. There is a large mass of official documents and forms, which, though interesting
to the writers of history, possess mo interest or value for the religious, or general
reader. They seem to have been published by Foxe, more with the view of preserving
them as records, than in the expectation that they would be perused by the general
reader.

A large portion of these have been omitied from this edition.

I1. There is & series of narrations, from time to time introduced by the author,
connected with the superstitious credulity of the dark ages. Some of them are absurd,
others are marvellous. And Foxe, while he inserts them, does not hesitate to express
judgment on them, pronouncing them to be apocryphal.
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These have been excluded from this edition, as calculated to injure, rather than
promote the interests of religion.

11}, There is also inserted in the onginal work, a variety of Latin quotations, a few
from the Greek, and a number of letters and documents, also in the Latin language.

These have been removed from the present edition, as being calenlated to encumber
it unnecessarily.

IV. Owing to the state of society in the age in which this work was written, there
was 2 coarseness of expression, and an zbsence of delicacy and propriety, in some of
the narrations, which render it unfit for family perusal, i the present state of society,
and which have aided rauch in consigning the work itself into oblivion.

All these narrations, and indelicacies, have been most carefully expunged from
this edition.

V. There are many errors in the dates, embodied in the original work. Some of
these are, pethaps, the result of those mistakes into which authors of that age were
very likely to fall, in reference to more ancient history. Many of them are merely the
mistakes of the printing press, accumulated through successive editions,

These have been carefully corrected in the present edition, so as to prevent the
reader falling into error,

These particulars, present the peculiarities of this edition. The object has been, to
present the Protestant population of this land, with 4 raMILY EDITION —0De that, in
point of size and cheapness, would be accessible to all—one that could be perused
without toiling through unnecessary and uninteresting documents—and especially one
that could be read with interest, and advantage, in the family circle,

In endeavouring to accomplish these objects, every effort has been made to render
this edition an available repository of all that was calculated to strengthen the religious
principles of the Reformation, in the Protestants of England, and to supply them with
as much as possible, that would arm them against the principles and the practices of
the Church of Rome—thus making this edition consist of all the information that was
valuable, in the original work, and all that was likely to be available in the con-
troversy with Rome.

Those who desire an ecclesiastical history of Eugland, will find it bere. Thase whe
scek for a detail of the iniquities of Popery, both abroad and at home, will not be
disappointed, The Christian, who desires examples of faithfulness unto the death,
will be amply recompensed n a perusal; and those who wish to obtain a practical
knowledge of the coutroversy with Rome, will find 1t one of the most useful works in
our language.

In order to render the work complete, an Appendix has been added, containing
accounts of the massacre of St. Bartholomew—of the Spanish Armada—of the Gun-
powder Treason—of the great Rebellion of Ireland, in 1641—=all written by authors
who wrote immediately after the events which they narrate. Also an account of the
executions in the reign of Elizabeth, provimg them fo have been the punishment for
treason, and not & persecution of Fopery.

M. HOBART SEYMOUR,

Loxpon, January, 1838.






THE LIFE

OF

MR. JOHN FOXE.

Joax Fuxe wes born in Beston, ic the county of Lin-
colo, A, D. 1517, his futher and mother beiog of the com-
moanalty of that town, of good reputation, and in réespect-
able cirewmatances,  While young, his father djed, and
his mother mrarried again, which broeght him under
the care of his step-father, with whom he dwelt during
his childhood. At &n early age, he gave indications of love
of learning, which his friends well approving of, seat him
to study et Oxford. The first nurse of his more serigua
studies, was Bresen-nose College, where Be was cham-
ber-fellow with Doctor Nowell, so famous 2 man in this
city afterwards, and dean of St Paul’s. It was there-
fore no marvel if theic manners were so like in the
course of their Lives, whose educaticn and nurfure in
vouth was the same. The native excellence and sound-
ness of his judgment, were well seconded by the fitness
of the place; where the emulation of eqnals was frequent,
and whers each student's proficiency was narrowly songht
into ; neither was industty wanting, which as it zeldom
accorgpaniea the greatest talents, so, where it is con-
joined, is moest available, "When in a short space he had
won the admirstion of all, and the Jove of many, in re-
ward of his learning and good bebaviour he was chosen
{ellow of Magdalen College; which being accounted a
principal honour in the university, and vsaally due to the
students of that house, was seldom, and not unless in re-
gard of singular deserts, bestowed npon any others. It
sppears he gave the first indications of an early wit, to
the exercises of poetry, and wrote divers Latin comedies,
in & copicus and graceful style, but somewhat lofty,
which fault of writing he left not altogether in his elder
years, though age and experience did not a little miti-
gate it. But even then hebegan to give earnest of what
be afterwards proved, for those first efforts of his youth
were spent only in holy histories of the Wible ; nor fol-
Iowed he that comrse long. He hetenk himself to the
study of divinity, with somewhat more ferveney than
circumspection, snd discovered himself in favoue of the
Reformaton, before he was kngwn to them that mein-
tained the cause, or were of ability to protect the main-
tainers of it ; whence grew his first tzoubles, This was
the time when Henry ¥III, uncertain what course to
take, being at variance with the pope, and not resolved
in Limself, thinking the affaire of the church, (theo

grown to an infioite beight of power and pride,) neither
tn all respects tolerable, nor that it was necessary wholly
to siter them, while he desired to shew moderation in
both, prevailed in neither, obscurlng an act, than which
none was of more glovy since the world began, by an un-
profitable indiflerence.  Never before were the peopls in
more distragtion, or less sepurity of their lives aud estates,
there being in the laws such contrarieties, a+ no man
could tell what to take tq with gafely, or what to aveid,
For although the pope’s supremacy had been reponnced,
yet his doctrine was still retained. The firat news of the
sbolishing of the pope’s supremacy was a5 prosperous as
it wus welcome to the reformers ; and many jomed them.
selves to them out of love te the truth, being forther as-
sured of the king's intentions, by the punishment in-
flicted on some of the opposite patty, and especially when
the abbice were digsolved ; mor was their hope a little
increased, when they perceived the moblemen mote or
less to rise in the good opinion and favour of the king, in
proportion ms they mast eppozed the pope’s pretensions,
In the mean while the act of the Six Articles was stllin
ferce, and if any werc found guilty of the Greach,
they were sure of punishment. So that as lopg as the
king held the middle way between his own judgment, and
the advice of hiz counsetars, feeding them with favours,
upon which they eould huild po sssurence, and pleasing
hi:;;:;lf in bis own severity, fear sud hope equally pre-
b1 .

But when the protectors themsetves, and pillam of the
réformed religion, were taken away, the duke of Sufolk
by untimely death, the lord Cromwell by the sword, the
archbishop Cranmer aud his friends borne down by those
of the contrary side ; and that oeither in the laws, nor
in the protection of the peers, there was any belp
remagining ; then bepan all things rapidly to hmaten back
to their former abnszes, and that #ith so much the more
violence, because the conquest seemed a kiod of revenge.

In the nniversities and schools there was yet no open
change, or innovation: ; I know not whether through fear,
or that they would not be followers.

This wag the =tate of the chureh aFaive, when Master
Foxe began attentively to seek into the substance of the
controversy, then in agitation. He found the conten-
tion 10 have been of great antiquity, snd no age to bave
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been free from some debate in the church.  But those
first quarrels were rather for dominion, and increase of
territory ; the Romens, endesvouring by subtle prac-
tices, and pretext of religion to retzin under the juris-
diction of a high priest the ancient honour of their city,
which by open force they could not defend. Then no
sooner did any one skew himsell to differ from them in
point of faith, but the hastening of bis punishment pre-
vented any iofection that might spread itself avaong
othevs.

Thus by their cruelty, aud the patience of princes,
who suffered it, the greatest part of these dissensions
were appeased,  Afterwards, the pope grown bolder by

goud success, began to draw to himself all power and an- ¢

thority, nor cantented to have weakened the estate of the
Roman empire alone, now longed tn be fingering the
sceptres of other princes; and to compass his design,
spared not to violate any human or divine right | mean.
while the clergy little impressed by the great damage done
to religion, by men of immaral life aud conversation being
sometimes chosen to the papacy, by whese erample
the strictness of Yfe, used by their forefathers, was drawn
into scorn, snd their poverty inte disgrace. The indus-
try of the priesthood langnished, aad on the contrary side
ambition, rot, and averice begap to reign smong them,
Then at length were the practices of the churchmen
brought to light, and their delusions laid open. It was
then kuown why the ceremonies and ritesin the church,
had been brought to that excessive multitude, namely,
that the number of the clergy might beincreased to per-
form them. ‘These of necessity were to be meintained ;
and to thatend were sach opiniang broached, as seemed
most likely 1o draw meney from all places.  OF the me.
rit of works ; of purgatory; of the power of ahsolution,
and the pope’s indulgeaces; all whick being in them-
stlres false, and scon snbject to decay, were thought fit
to be cemented together with that new aud subile joven-
tion of the pope’s infallibility in matters of faith.

By this ingenious hond, sed linking one opinign to
snotber, the credulity of the christians was easily ¢n-
snaved ; all this while the new forged opinions yielding
plentiful increase, and great sums of money, by & hundred
devises were screwed out of the clergy and the common
people, and came daily to the pope, and conrt of Rome.

T havwe often heard Master Foze afirm, That the first
matter which occasioned his search into the popish doc-
trine, was, that be saw divers things in their own natures,
most repugeaat to one apother, thrust upen men fo be
both believed at one time ; as that the game mean might
in matters of faith be superior, and yet in his life and
manpera inferior to all the world besides. Upon this be-
ginniog, bis resolution and intended obedieace to that
church, was somewhat shaken, and by little and Little
there followed some dislike to the rest.

His first care was to loock ioto both the encient and
modern history of the chareb ; to lcarw what beginning
it bad; what growth and iscrease: by what arls ir
flonrished, and by what errors it began to decliney to
consider the canses of all theze controversiea which in the
reean time had sprong up, and to weigh ditigently of
what moment they were, and what on either side wes
advanced which was saund or erronsons.

This he performed with wuch diligence of study, end in
so thort a time 1 that befors the thirticth year of his age,
he hud read over all that either the Greek or Latin fathera
bad left in their writiogz ; the schoolmen io their dispu-
tatiops ; the councils in their acts; or their consislory
in their degrees ; and had asquired no menn skill in the
Hebrew language.

By report of some whowere fellow-students with him,
he wsed over and above his day’s exercise, to bestow
whole nights st his study, or not till it were very late to
betake himself Lo rast.  Near to thecollepe was e prove,
wherein, for the pleasantness of the place, the students
took delight to walk, and spend some idle hours for their
recrention, This place, and the dead time of the night,
had Master Foxe chosen, with solimide and darkness, to
confirm hit mind ; which trembled at the guilt of & new
tnngination,

How many nights he watched in these solitary walks;
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what combats and wrestlisgs he sufiered within himsclf' s
bow wmany heavy sighs, aod sobs, and tears he poured
forth in his prayers to Almighty God; I had rather omit
in this disegurse, than it showld have the appearance of
ostentation. But of necessity, it was to be remembered,
becauge from hence sprang the first suspicion of bis alien-
ated affections. For no sooner was the fame spread abroad
of his nightly retiremeats, but the more undevstanding sort
out of their own wisdom, others aceording as they stoed
inclined towards him, were apt to interpret all to the
worst sense. AL Jength, these with whom he was inti-
mate, being dratvn into suspicion of Lim ; there weve
some employed, who under pretence to admonish him,
might observe his walls, and pry with more curtosity
into his words aud actions ; and there wanted not others
who comparing his customs formerly wsed, withthe pre-
sent; course he now took, did with more bitteroess aggra-
vate the sct.  'Why doea he not cometo church, so often,
as in former times he had been aceustomzd to ! Why
should he shum the company of his equals, and refuse to
recreate himself after his wonted meouer, unless he had
felt in his mind some sudden alteration ! norif that alter-
gtipn were for the better, would he conceal it.

Being thus reported of, surrounded with treacheries,
and by every one accused, when the vmatter cume to
more gevers scanning, and that he could neither hide
his resgtution langer, nor, being a man of plain dealing,
thought fit to excuse himself by forging & lie,—by the
jndgment of the college he was convicied, condemned a3
a heretig, and rermoved from the house, Nevertheless
his adversarias affirmed he was favourably dealt with by
that sentence, and might have been examined for his
life, if they bad not rather used clemency towards him
thau extremity. But this wound raged worse than it
wag thought it would; his friends, upon the repoit of
this ageident, being sorely displeased, and especially his
stepfather, who was now growo sltogether implacable,
either through a real hwtred coocetved sgainst him for
this cause, or pretending himself sgerieved, that he
might now with more justice, at least #ith more security,
withhald from Foie his own father’s estate, For be
both knew it could not be safe for one publicis hated, and
in danger of the law, to seek remedy by it ; and that Foxe
wag by nature &0 ignorant in requiting injuries, thet he
would many times with much adoconfesshimself wranged,
even then, when he had in his baads ability of revenge.

When he was thus Forssken by his own friends, and
left naked of all human assistance, God’s providence
began to shew itself, proowring him a safe refuge io the
house of a worshipful koight of Warwickshire, called
Sir Thomas Lucy, to whom he was seut for, to instruct
his ehildren ; in whiclh hguse Le afterwards married a
wife, and there continued 6l the children arfived at
reature years, and had pow no [onper nesd of a tater,
Bur the fear of the popish Inquisitisns bastened bis
departure thence ; which now relving ¢o the favour of
the laws, were not contented to pursue publie offences,
but began also to bresk inwg the secrets of private
families.

Oftzn would Foxe, in the later days of his life, with
mach vehemence of mind, while conversing with his
friends, detest the wretched condition of that departting,
and say, That all other mischances he had pretty well
evdured ; bat in this case, the misery was so wuch the
greater, becsuse to bave horoe it patiently would have
seemed nonatural ; baving brought bis fuithful consort,
wha entirely Ioved him, rom her friends zud Kindred,
whose grief and tears wers with all officious piety to be
gomforted ; it behoved bim, therefore, either to find
some speedy remedy, or, in assurauce of his love, to
weep with her.  For in vaiu showd he shew an example
of his constancy, where she might rather suspect her
grief unregarded, rhan his mind uneonguered with so
great calamities, He consulted, therefore, with bimaelf
what was best to be done ; and of two ways only left,
wheeeby he might free himself from farther inconve-
ni¢nce, he, efter Joog deliberating whethier he might
with most safety make choice of, either to go ta bis
wife's father, or his stepfather by merriage of his
mather.
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is wife’s father dwelt nearest, being a citizen of
Coventry, nor yeb bearing any hatred towards him, and
tore likely to he entreated for his davghter’s sake. His
steplather was better known €0 him, but more suspected.
At last he resolred to go first to his wife's father, and in
the meaawhile by letters to tre whether his stepluther
would receive him or not.  I¥is stepfathers answer was,
‘That it seemed to him a hard condition, to take one inte
liis hiouse whom he knew to be guilty, and condemned
for a capital offence; neither was he ignetant what
hazard he should wundergo in so doing ; pevertheless,
that he wonld shew himself a kinsman, and for that
cause neglect his own donger. If he would alter his
mind, ke mizht come, on condition to stay as long
a5 himself desired ; but if he could not be persuaded
ta that, he should content himself with the shorter
stay, and not bring bitn and his mother into hazard of
thEir fortunes, who were ready to do any thing for his
sake.

Mr. Foxe's state was at that erisis that he thought no
candition anght to be refused ; besides, he was under-
hand advised by his mother to come,and not fear his
stepfather’s severity ; for that perhaps it was seedful to
write as ke did, but when ¢ccasiaon should offsr, he would
make recompence for his words with his actions. The
truth is, he had better antertainment with both of them
than he any way hoped for; but so his business re-
quired, that he should rely long upon npeither; and
therefore, by often poing to and fro from the one to the
ather, which carried with it some shew of business, be
both deceived their dilizence who iaguired after bim,
and effected that neither of them grew wmeary of his
Gompany.

But, however, he by this mesns kept himself con.
cealed ; yet certain it is, that oo time of his Life passed
more unknown to posterity than that ; whether while he
did but little, which 15 scarce credible, or whether it
more concerned thein who knew what he did, that it
should be withheld than published abread, For his own
part he always forbare, with particvlar care, to speak of
thet story; lest where he had deserred so much, he
might, by extolling » small courtesy, =eem rather to
upbraid the slenderness of the reguital, than to shew
hiriself thankful by remembering it. Afterwards he
took his journey towards Lopdom; but from what
motive i3 uncertain, unless we may imagine the com.
venlence of the place enticed him thither ; which being
full of all ¢lasses of people, both ighabitants and stran-
gers from all places, afforded him a better opportuniry,
either to conceal himself or to make koown his sbi-
lities, or to get acquaintance with those of like inclina-
tion.

By computation of times, I should thick the chief
cause of big going thither to kave been, that shont that
time religion began at length a little to recorer iteelfl and
gather strenpth, especially about the city; for he did
ot go to London till within & few vears before king
Henry departed this life; who, as I said before, though
the kiogdom were divided iato factions, vet as long as
his youth and strength vemained, so ordered the matter,
thet, sometimes the power of each party being equalled,
und sometimes one or other prevailing, by his suthority
hoth were retained in their obedience. But when he
grew inte years, perceiving his health every day im-
poired, and that his death could not be far off, he then
bhegrn to consider with himself which side was mogt
trusty, and which most to bhe doubted; aud at what age
he should expose bis son to the raging hatced of the
papists, whe was yet, by reason of Lis youth, unfit to
govern, snd brought up in the discipline of » refigion
which ther opposed.

He therefore, at last, reselved wpon that which in
Teason seemed most whelespme, and in the end proved
most fortupate ; and baviog put the papist officers from
their authority, by his will he appointed his son such
tutorg whose love to him:eif he had always found
readiest, and by long trisl of their fidelity thought Likely
to continge the same to his successor. This set the
protestant religion again in safety, and the profes-
sors thersof, wers thereby secured of their Yves; yet
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bepce no public benefit or profit was afforded them :
so that Foxe was still in as great want as hefore, having
already speat all that either bis friends had bestowed
on him, or his own daily iodestey had acquired.

I should here forbesr to speak of 2 marvelions ascei-
dent, and great example of God's wmercey, were not the
raatter 50 well known abroad, that it would be to no
purpose for modesty's salie to be silent.

Ag Mr. Foxe one day sat in St. Faul's church, ex-
hauwsted with leng fasting, his countenance thin, and eves
Lollow, after the phastful menver of dying men, erery
one shunning a spectacle of ¢ much horror, there came
to bim one whom he never remembered to bave seen
before, who, sitring by hin avd saluting bim with much
femiliavity, throst an untold sum of meney ioto his
hand, and bidding him be of good cheer ; he added, that
he knew not how great the misfortunes were which
oppressed him, bot suspected that it was ao light
calamity. He therefore reguested bim to zccept in
goad part that small gift frem his countrymen, which
commaon courktesy had foreed him to offer ; and he recom-
mended him to po apd nurse kimself, and teke all oc-
casions to prolong bis life ; and in the mean tiwe he in-
formed hiw that within a few daya his prospects would
be improved, and & more certain condition of livelibood
would be secured to him.  Foxe conld never learnwho
that man wag, by #hose sessomable bounty, ip that ex-
treme necessity, be had been relisved, thoogh he ear-
nestly éndeavonred to find him ont.  Some who looked
forther into the event which followed that propbecy,
believed that this man came not of bis own eceord, but
was zent by some others, who very much desired Foxe's
safefy ; and that it might perchance be through the ser-
vant's negligence, thet he had sufered so much misery
before any relief had been afforded.  Certain it s, that
witbin three days the issue seemed to make good the pre-
diction, for there was » message sent from the dochess of
Richmord, to invite hirs upon fair terms into her service.
1t had so fallen cut, not long before, that the duke of Nor-
fotk, the famous warrior and most renowned general of bis
time, together with his son, the car]l of Surrey, 2 ma-
6s far 5 may be imagined, of siocerg meaning ond goo
understanding, was committed to cuatady in the Tower
of London, for what crimes 1s ungertain, While they
were in prison, the earl’s children wers sent to the
sforesaid duchess, their aunt, to bhe brought up end
educated : Thomas, who succeeded in the dukedom 3
Heury, who was efterwards earl of Northampton; and
Jane, afterwards countess of Westroreland.,

To these yovog lords was Foxe appointed tafor, to
instruct them hoth in manners end learning: in which
charge be deceived mot the expectation which the
duchess, a woman of great wisdom, had of him. Far
the two song grew 1o that height of proficieney io their
behaviour and echolarship, that, building in their riper
years opon this foundation, the ¢lder, Thowmas, seemed
to deserve more than the tingdom could bestow wpan
him ; and the younger, Henry, came to that happiness,
that he was sble to messure his fortunes, not by the
opinion of others, bot by bis owe enjoyment.

The young lady Jane profited so wondeously in the
Greek and Latin tongues, that she might well stand in
competition with the most learned men of that Gme, for
the praise of elepaney in both kinda.

Theve he dwelt during those gelden days of felicity,
uot seen for a long time before, in the last years of king
Henry's reign, and through the five yeara' reign of king
Edward the Sizth, {a young privce incomparably hope-
ful, who, by perfecting the work begun by his father,
surpessed all the acts of his predecessora,) till the begin-

{ ving of queen Mary's eovereignty ; who, coming to the

crown, and turning the stream of religion, all things
again vielded to the papists' anthority ; whence, not
loug after, that croel tempest proceeded, the noice
whereof bath come also to the sars of our age; many
who suffered in that common shipwreek, swimming out
to thess peaceful times, ag to ssfe herboors of everlasting
tranguiility.

Ameng these Foxe made one, at that time shelters]
by the protection of the duke, bis soholar; yet not with-
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out the observance of many, who for hatred or envy
narrowly watched him, and secretly Iaid weit for him.
Among these was Doctor Gardiner, bishop of Winches-
ter, who both saw something in him which he greatly
feared, and also disdained much that the heir of one of
the chiefest farilies in the kingdom, and nearest joined
to bhimself jo friendship, shonld by his company be
depraved.

Of thiz man, because he was Foxe's greatest enewy, it
will not be from ouwr purpose to spesk something fir-
ther, that both their natures may the better be Lnown,

The bishop of Winchester was a man famous in his
youth, for of his birth or parentage I have no certainty,
one that stood in the midway between good and bad;
and always as he grew older, growing worse.  [ndustry,
wit, and eloquence, nature had bestowed on bim ; his
pride, craftiness, and desire of bearing sway, he leamed
of cardinal Wolsey.

Hence his abilities qualified him for any employment,
which he managed with ezceeding diligence, to gain new
honoeurs ; and having obtaiued them, he then puton bold-
ness instead of induatry, flattery for obedience; and ja-
stead of fidelity, deceit and compliments, and such like
frivolous fashicns of the conrt. He was, in bearing those
benours which his virtue won to Lim, croel and proud:
in regaining any that he lost, able to weary sny man with
submission and bhumility. Forin his fortunes also ap-
peared as great diversity, 85 in his conditions. Some
while he was pleasing to king Henry, and high in his
favonr ; having by hig pen waintained the king’s autho-
rity againgt the pope » afterwards, when his prevaricatin
therein, was undersztood, he wea slighted by the king, an
that he might be the lesa able to do hurt, stripped of his
dignity. Under Edward V1, he was not only aeglected, but
imprisoned, and nnderwent the reproach of a mean estate.
At length, in queen Mary's reipn, he was set at libercy,
and being again restored to his former bonours, he exer-
cised pot 8¢ much command as tyrenny: Hl even sick
with envy, that cardinel Pole out-shone him in dignity,
and with height of honcara overshadowed hia glory,
having often, but still in vain tried to cure his malady by
n cardinalship, anger at length exasperating his disease,
he pined away.

After this memnner began, and endad that man, com-
mended for many excellences of mind, while he led a
private life; but in his honours unbridled, and of no me-
deration: well might one eay, nature had made him a
wortby men, and fortune corrapted him.

Now Foxe, although he was cherished in the bosom of
a most loving duke; yet after he saw all sorts of men
troubled for their religion's sake, some impristned, and
cthers burat; in brief nothing on all sides, but flight,
slaughter, and gibbets ; and that the bishep of Winches-
ter was the priccipal incendiary of ell this, who for pri-
vate respects was alresdy his enemy; he then began to
fear what might become of bhim, apd to thiok of some
speedy way for his departure thence. As soon as the
duke knew his intent, gently chiding his fearfulness, he
used many words to persaade him to leave all thought of
going sway ; affirming it oeither agraeable to honounr or
modasty, for bim to saffer his tutor, 50 well deserving at
hia hands, at any tiese of his life to be taken from him -
but that it should then be done, was not beseeming for
bim that desired it. Let him but think with bimself,
bow great s burthen of hatred bis schelar mast needs
bear, among those who were ignorant, whether he for-
ook hir of his own mecord, or were forsaken by him :
¥et that he entreated not to be excused from any hatred,
which might Iight upon him, if at least he might do it
for Foxe's advantage: but in flying, what misery wounld
be wantivg ? banishmeunt, poverty, contempt, and among
these which knew him not, the reproach of 4 ronagste.
Thet ke acknowledged was less evil than death ; bat that
it was not yet come to such extremity ; neither would he
soffer it ehould : that he bad yet wealth, and favour, and
friends, and the fortune of his houwse: if the mischence
prevailed Further, himself would partake of the danger,
aovd maks the destruction eommen « that he rememberaed,
with whet precepts he had fortified his younger years;
neither had he with more attention hearkened to his in-
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structions, than he would with constaney put them in
practice; only let him be of good courage, and so avoid
the violence of his #nemies, as not to be weary of hia
frignd's company : that this he spake, as hoping by hia
autharity t¢ prevail with him: hut if that might net be
obtained, he would then further bim in the gourse he io-
tended,

There was in the duke's speech the more credit, be-
cause it waa known to proceed from the sincerity of hin
heact, and a mest tender geod will towards him : and
Foxe now grew ashamed, not 6o rauch in that he had
dooe in asking leave, as that he had believed bis request
might have been granted : but his modesty excused him:
his answer,being, that the same care befitted aot the lord
and his servant: that it was indeed for the duke’s hongur,
to defend his tutor fiora any injury; but his own part,
to have a care, lest for his safety, the duke raight incur
apparent danger, or perpetual trouble: nelther that his
fear wanted ull excuse. For though he well koew the
duke could ot be drawn from his prowmise and good
intentions towards lim; yet was he notr ignoraut, that
by some wile or cther, be might be clreumvented and
deceived.

For even at that time was the bighop of Winchester
very intimate with the duke, relying upon the ancient
friendship be had always used to that family, by whose
credit he had increased his dignity., Thither be plten
resorted, to present his service to the duke; and at seve-
ral timea desired of him, that he might see his old tutor.
At firgt the duke denied hip request, one while alleging
his absence, snother while that he was ill at ease; still
efter feigning several delays, to put him off, at length
it chanced, that Foxe {not knowiog the bishop was
within the howse) entered the room where the duke and he
were in discouree ; and seeing the bishop, with a shew of
basbfuluess withdrew himself, The bishop, asking who
thet wag, the duke enswered, '* his physician, who wes
pomewkat uncourtly, as being newly come from the uni-
verpity.’”” © [ lke Lis countenance and aspect very well,”*
replied the bishop, “‘and when occasion shall be, will
make use of him.” The duke straight understopd that
speech, ag the messenger of some approaching danger; and
now he himself thought it high tinze for Foze no longer to
remain within the same city, or within the same see,
against the force of a crefty, and then open deceiver;
but by all means, the bishop being sick, must be pre-
vented, From that time he cansed all things wecessary
for his flight, with the lenst noise that might be, to be
provided ; sending one of his servants before to Ipswich
haven, to hire 2 bark, and make reedy all things needful
for the voyage: snd because it sesmed scarce safe for
Foxeto stay in any city, or place of resort, he chose out
the bBouse of one of his servants, e farmer, where he
wmight with convenience wait & fair wind to put to sea.
Thither Foxe went as secretly as he couwld, taking hia
wife 63 companion in Lis travels, then pregnant, but re-
soived to go with him, nor yielding to the entreaty of
those who persnaded ber to the combrary; and as soon
st it was told him, his company expected him, he made
haste to the port, and went ¢n boerd.

Scarce had they weighed anchor, when suddenly a
boisterous wind arose [rom the contrary shore, snd which
csused the weves to rage with such viglence, that the
stoutest mariners hegan ro tremble ¢ then followed a dark
night, with continual showere, and & grest multitude of
douds grthered together into a thick storm of rain and
hnil, which both hindered the sesmen's work, sud tock
awey all possibility te direct their conrse by the compass
any longer. That npight, with much ado, they lay at
anchor, and as soon ag the day appesred, when the tem-
pest seemed not xkely to ceane, they began to cast about,
and make back again to the shore: so that the Hdea
little favouring them, st lepgth with rauch dificulry they
amived in the eveping at the same haven apgain, from
whenee they had looeed the doy before. In the mean
while that Foxe had been at sea, a pursuivact from the
bishop of Winchester bad broke open the farmers house,
with & warrant to apprebend him, wherever be might be
found, and bring him back s priecner to the city; but
understanding he was gone already, after he bad pursued
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him even to the port, and there found that the ship he
was embarked in was yet scarce out of sight, had re-
turned back. PFoxe, ms soon as he came ashore, hearing
by report of the people what had passed, although the
news somewhat amared him, yet, recollecting himseif,
presently took horse, and made a3 if he would have left
the town ; but the samme night returnisp, be bargaized
with the master of the sbip ta set sail again with the first
convenience of the winds ; telling him that so his busi.
ness required, mor did he much care what shore be
landed at; only desiring bim to go forward, and not
doubt but that God would prosper so pious = work.
Whether for reward or plety's sake, the pilot tok upon
him this venturous task, and performed it accordingly ;
for, leosing thence iz the silenge of the night, as zoom
as the tide turned, though the sea was rough and the
weather blustering, within two days' time he landed
Foxe mnd his company in safety at Newport-Haven, on
the other side of the sea.

Whoever shall resd this history, needeth not 2 more
evident argument to force him to acknowledge either the
certain conrse of providence or the wuncertsinty of afl
human forecast ; when he may s¢e the subtlest dalibera-
tions of the wisest heads oftentimes by errota come to
no effect, often overthrown by sudden accidents, and
now and then thwarted by contrary counsels: and that
all thisis done to teach men so to use their anthority, as
that the mare power fortune bath conferred upon them,
84 much the less they should know they are able to do
of themselves, and not despise those that are of meaner
condition. For that God regardeth all men alike, hav-
ing made them in nature egual, and distinguished them
by degrees; oot to pull up the one sort, or shame the
other, but to exercise bioth their modesties, or his own
Jjustiee, if they neglect their duty.

Foxe, when he bad spent some days at Newport, in
refreshing himyelf and his company, went to Auntwerp,
and from thence by easy journeysto Basil

This city was at that tme wuch spoken of, for the
great friendship erd courtesy showed to those of the
English nation; for which cause many fameus men,
withdrawing themselves from the cruelty of the times,
had escaped cut of England thither. Of these, many
were but of small fortune, who, some one way and sovge
another, but the most part maintained their livelibeod
by reviewing and correcting the pregs: this place then
surpassing all the cities of Germany for cerefl printing,
and abounding with diligent and wealthy men in that
profeseion, and preferring the industry of cur men in
that employment before any of their own countrymen.

To these men Foxe joined himself, and was so much
the better liked, an, having been always inured to har-
diness, and in kiz youth pué to the trial of hiy patience,
he hzd leamned how to endure labour; and that which
seemed the greatest misery to others—to suffer want, to
sit up late, and keep hard diet—were to him but the
sports of fortune. This perhaps way seem strange to
many, who remember Foxe to have been all his life long
but & slendec-bodied man, and in his elder years some-
what sickiy. But let no man compare his o1d age, worn
cut and eaten up with csres, and by the course of natore
worn ¢ut, with the flouriahing prime of his youth, which
appears to have been most healthful : whether it be, that
in thoge of iodifferent size, an upright shape of the
limbs and members way sufficiently serve for health, or
thot the mind, animated with desire of virtuous actions,
being tootent with its own shilities to pursue those
things it affecteth, needeth the less help from the body.

His industry may be from hence sbundantiy testified,
that, being o full of employment at Basil, there, never-
theless, ke began to write his History of the Acts end
Monuwents of the Church—a work by the title alone
sgeming beyond wan's belief. At first it sufficed only
to mark it put, and to drew the first lines or rodiments,
or 48 it weve to fasten the warp to the loom ; the whole
hody of the history he added and interwove with it after
he returned into his own country.  First he wrote it in
Latin, and sent the copy to Basil to be printed, where
the work is gtill in great estimstion, as slso i divers
other foreign nations, but among our owa countrymen it
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is hardly known ; which ehows thet whilst we seck after
apd admire mtrangers, we, either through carcleasness
or envy, neglect our own countrymen. Shortly after,
to gratify the uolearned, he wrote it in Eoglish.

In the meanwhile the reformed religion began again
to flowrisk iz Buogland, and the papist faction much ta
declire, by the death of gueen May—a women, while
she followed her own inclination, every way excellent.
and well worthy so royal parentage ; bot while she
denied not any thing to some wicked counsellors, she
obtained not that praise ehe had otherwise deserved ; and
if she ba not ill spoken of, it may be attriboted to the
unwillingness of the suceeeding age, to sprak very freely
of princes,

The whole christizn world immediately felt some be-
pefit by this change of the English government.

The neightouring nations, now disburdened of the
exiled Englishmen, rejoiced ax much for the good for-
tune of their gaests, as for their own. Bot at home what
could be devised to assure their safety, or relieve their
distresses, which they did not caoner enjoy than pre-
some to hope for? They wha had forsaken their houses,
were now called home.  They who bad suffered jmpri-
sonment, were now released. They who by loss of goods
were decayed, were now by gifte repaired. They who
bnd been thrust from places of honour, were now restored
to their former dignities. The unjogt laws which had been
enacted were in the mean while abrogated, and wholesomae
lews established in their places. Their minds were at
quiet. Their consciences at Lberty ; all degrees at peace
among themselyes, and every man’s goods withont dan-
ger. Forin such sort did gqueen Elizabeth, even in the
infaney of her reign, disposs the affaive of the common-
wealth, that whatsoever the long and prospercos govern-
ment of other princes doth bardly prodoce i man
years, at her very first entrance nll at once broke forth,
beyond the people™s wish, &8 if seme deity had diffused
itself, and poured forth felicity upon the world. OF
which incomparable, and most gloriows queen, to make
mention upen any occasion, and not to supply some
further digression, let it be sceounted for & capital crime
among all writers of bistory.

She was born of the lady Anve Boylen, whom king
Henry VIIT, after his divorce from bis first marriage,
took to wife. From Eer she received, ms n princely
dowry, a true zeal for religion. As she grew oider in
years, so she incressed in mappers, koowledge =nd
beauty, which 25 well make ns bessem n princess. So
that both nature seemed to hawe hoasted mn her the mas.
ter piece of her most absolote workmanship ; and for-
tune to bave raised ber to &g high a degres, as hope could
€ver agpire to.

It made her the more capableto bear so grest & for-
tone, that she at first learned to obhey ; then to cornmand,
and to use that henour first to others, which was shortly
after to be wsed by others to her; having in a private
life had experience of the batred, fatal to the successors
of preat empires, yet of a nobler spirit than to retorn the
like upon those who were to succeed her. As soom s
she cane to the kingdom, ber several virtues appeared at
once in their brightest lustre; her mind descended not
to an over-nice care of ber bady. The principles of her
new sovereignty were, to acquamnt herself with the public
reasong of state ; to seek fit men te bear part of her
cares; tostrengthen all parts of the kingdom with faith-
ful mipisters; to know the temper and abilifies of those
about her; and to search inte the strength, conntile and
sttempts of foreign proces ; but all theae quoalities, if
oot well tempered, might bave had, pechaps, no long
continnance. Such therefore wan her gravity, as no-
thing more pleasing. Such her severity, as nothing
more gentle ; and such her frugality, as nothing more
bountfal. Ooly she Imew no mearare, in those éxcel.
lencies, whose glory is foumded, not in the even ballanc-
ing of different victues ; bot ag it were in the throng of
illuserious actions. S0 was the nobdity of her birth
heaped with desire of glory. Her religion was most sin-
cere, and was seconded with zeal for o holy life.  But
when )l these virtues bruke forth into actions, what days
of happiness we then emjoyed ! What moze cheerful,
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more secure or wealthy did England sce, than that four
and forty years of peace! For never did she voluntarily
provake any to war, and always preferred the justiee of
the gquarrel before the sictory.  Tuo the Irish war, hon-
our, and shameto have lost a provioce, enforced her.
To the French, picty, and pity of her neighbonrs’ dan-
ger. To the Spanish, her own safety, and necessity com-
prehepding in itself the force of all other ¢causes, com-
pelled her,

In the progress of this war we heard of, and saw that
which, perchance, pever happensd in eny before.  For
otber nations, though they fought with meortal hatred
against each other, yet were their battles restrained to
some certain fields and places ; but this war was so scat-
tered over all places, and managed with such nobleness
of courage on both sides, that through all seas and
hevens from east to wast, the sun might still behold the
English and Spanish navies fighting for their lives, hon-
Qurs, or estabes. Naver till then had that sea, which was
eceustomed to no other command but ours, frethed with
strokes of foreign asra.  Nor would & large volume con-
tain the discourse, if T should relate the vuwber and
statelinese of ships, the strength of sea and Jand forces,
the supply of ammuaition, engines, weapons, guns, and
provision of wictuals belongiog to that navy, which
Philip the Second, king of Spain, with inteotien to raze
out the English name, sent hitherin the year 1588, Let
this suffice, that oever was any preparation by sea com-
pavable to this fleet, made by ans the most powerful
princesor states, tobe shewed in all the records of antiguiky;
yet that so buge end threstening armada, swelling with
self-confBidence, end a presurped hope of victory, was by
the fortune of this invincible princess, even in a moment
ntterly defeated.

The navies met together, for number and strenpth un-
equal. But the manner of the fight was to the Spaniards
disadvantageons, because the English vessels being for
bulk much less, and lower built before, could with more
ease cast about for the wind, and immedietely having dis-
charged, retire to apen sea ; thereby deluding the slug-
gish and unwieldy ships of their enemies, snd by level-
ling st the broadsides of the Spanish galleons, bestowing
their shot with a more certein and suceessful gim. To
this, our captains in the skill of sea-fight, and knowledpe
of the tides, far excelled the Spanish commanders, wba
now tanght by the former day'e erperience, that they
could ne way, but in a set fight bear the English encoun-
ters, casting their snchors near Celeis, there expected
new forees out of Flanders, and by the goodness of their
ordnance defended themselves. This laid them spen to
the English for the victory. For having filled some ships
with tow, pitch, brimstonz, and all sorts of combustible
materiels, and setiing them on fire, with & favorable tide,
they drove them divestdy upon the enemy ; who were by
this action sg exceedingly terrified, that the whole feet,
cutting their cables as fast as they could, betovk them-
selves nstantly to flight.  In which fight some of their
ships were burnt, some sank, some forced to run them-
selves on shore, some split upon the rocks, and some for
haste falling foul oun their fellown, and so torn and
bruised, were taken by oar soldiers. Those that escaped
best, not daring to go back the same way they came thi-
ther, with long latour both by gea and land, returned at
leogth into Spain, by the consts of Scotland, and the is.
lands of the Orkney, throogh those seag, which in no
age brd been seiled oo, but by such as were very good at
dying. Where 80 great wirtaes and victories met together
irt ane person, of pecessity envy would be an attendant,
followed by hatred and trescheries ; which could not, by
this mest jonocent queen, be so avoided, but that her
safety was through all her life daily endangered. Which
meketh me the rather wonder, what rare doctrine of our
sdversaries this may be, for piety sake which they pre-
tend, persecuting even virtue itself, wherezs (notonly in
no heathen, but 10 wone the most barbarons nation, which
doth 2t all acknowledge any deity) it was never thought
just to take revenge upon virtve, even in their snemies ;
unless it be so that the indulgence of the christian reli-
gion may be so far extended, that although #e ave com-
manded to forgive our enemies, either they must pot be
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virtuous, or they must not be forgiven. But evident
enough it is, that in buman affairs, the desires of men are
often employed to oneend, and the will of God to another.
Brhim wsa queen Elizabeth protected always, from the
injuries aad wicked enterprizea of her enemies, and
brought full of years to that honour, as te carry with her
that glory unspotied to heaven, which she obtained on
earth, envy now in vain carping st her after death, whose
cause all posterity deth patronise.

Now let us return to gur history.

Master Foxe, when by his friends be understood the
happy newsin England, that queen Elizabeth reigned,
and that the state of religion was sure, and likely to con-
tinue, about the end of that year, in which this was in
hand, came back to his country, So much time he had
taken to bethink kimself, lest {if by avy inconstancy of
the people they should grow weary of their present state)
he should apain be forced to seek his fortunes abroad ;
besides {hig faraily being then increased with two chil-
dren) he was obliged to stay, till money might from
home be sent him, to bear his charges in travelling. But
before he could get from thence, he was informed that
some hard speeches had passed respecting bim, as if
through pride he had delaged to come, thereby seekinga
shorter end more speedy way to preferment, as being
due to him, whea he should be sentfor. This he knew
to be a cast of their cuaning, who themselves with all
earnestniess striving for honours, feared Master Foze,
88 & man deserving, and Likely to be preferred before thewm.
Yet he thought it not worth his lahour, to make any ex-
ense for such a crime, as would of itself come to nething;
but equally despising injuries, and neglecting his awn
right, hid bimself wholly in his study. Az in ourhodies
it 13 commonly seen, that those men are more healthful,
who use moderate diet and exercise, than those who ex-
ceed in either ; so I suppose doth the case stand with
our minds, that be, who if fortuns bath given him no rule
prescribeth mone to bimself, can hardly persist in the
soundness of bis duty ; whereas he whe useth modesty
in hig fortures, i alweys more fresh and vigorous far
any illnstricus undertakings. For Mester Foxe, being
for hie sbilities famous, and supported (as T befora
ghewed) with the friendship of great personages, might
with esse have attained to whaterer his desires hadin-
clined him ; but affecting neither riches nor authority,
the wishes of happy men, (though bis deserts were equal
#ith any) yet was be well contented to keep the con-
science of well-deing to himself, and that rewards should
vemain in the possession of others. This I neither ad-
wit, a2 wholly (¢ his ¢commendation, oor yet find fault
with, as rany have dome. Let us at least favour goad
men 50 far, &s to allow viriee, to choose what degree of
fortone it chooses to shine in ; oz if we will neads restrain
it within certain liroits, let us do it to these who are
good with hope of reward ; as for them who ere so for
no design, if their glory overwhelm us not, we shall not
peed to fear thelr muoltitnde.

I shali write of a life, bearing continmally true and
golid froits, but not puch wheresn the reader's genses
may surfeit ; where peither the rare stratepems of war
or prace chall be releted, nor eny sach discourses as
wTiters use, when they intend to captivate the ears of the
bearers, 1am ty speak of a life passed over without
noise, of modesty at home and abroad, of charity, con-
tempt of the world, and thirst after heavenly things ; of
unwearied labours, and all actions so performed as might
be exemplary or beneficial to others.

1 have shewed befere, that Foxe first appliad hirsself to
write the history of the chureD, whilst he was at Baail ;
and that the reason why be did not there finish it, was,
that be might afterwards use the testimony of more wit-
messes.  This work not a little vered the minda of the
papiats.  For well they saw that in vain they had shed so
much blood, and to no effect bean guilty of so great
eruelty, if an account of these proceedings should be
transmitted to saccseding ages : and that the work itzelf
could nol be taken put of men’s hands, they well under-
stpod.  There was therefore no other hope left, bat by
charging tle anthor with falsshood, and feigning sowe
ravils against bim, so to lessen his credit and suthority ;
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which, whilst Foxe endearoured to remove, znd take
away from bimself, he could not avoid ir, hut was abliged
to pass the lawful bounds of a history, by a new collec
tion of matters and testimonies. And let us but by this
judge of the industry of oer author, that he wet voly ga-
thered together so many things, as the matersals of his
work, frem all distances of time or places, snd through
ell counties of the kingdom, ceollected the mcts of buth
courts, end the yeeords of matters judged, but also alone
by & most distracted kind of diligenes sesrched out, ex-
amined, freed even from wmoth-eating, snd afterwards ra-
duced into convenient order those things themselves,
being pertly as it were rusty, and eaten out by antiquity,
partly by hatred or fattery of autheors corrupted, and
partly Lid in the rugped and short form of old writing.
1 find by the aotbor's own notes, that in the eleventh
year after he began to write it, the work wes finished ;
and it is very probable, that the work shall live, which was
so long in being brought forth . neither in all that Hme
used he the help of any gervant about his writing ar other
business : 50 much doth indostry employed (o ope pur-
pore, and patbered into itself, afford more vseful as-
sistance, then helog scattered, and the mind divided into
many cares at once, though it hath never so many help-
iag handa.

%u:e, when he had for many years left no fime free
from his stody, either not at all, or not seasonably
affording himself what nature required, was at length
Brought to that cobdition, that his neceral Liveliness and
vigour being spent, neither his friends nor kindred counld
by sight remember hitn, By this means be first fell into
that withered leanness of body, in which many after-
wards saw bim, never again retwming to that pleasiog
and cheerful countenance which he had before; but
when he would not be persuaded to lessen his accustomed
labours, or to lay acide his study, or to reereate himself,
which was the cause of the dehility which had been
produced, the sigus thereof did likewise remain.

From this time Fore began to be much spoker of, for
a good historian ; the other virtues of his mind, xzr they
were less kuown abroad, s0 wers pvershadowed by that
which was known. Shortly after, he began also to wax
famgus for other endowmeats, nat only as 8 learned man,
but g5 one for his friendliness useful, end helpful to
others, Buf modesty will net allow me, by way of jour-
nal, to rebearse the voluntary pains he took upop him:
however, it will not be amiss, in general, to saysomething
of it; and to show bow, either by good advice, comfort-
able pearsuasions, or A charitable hand, he either relieved
the waots, ar satisfied the desires of lnnumerable persons;
wherenpoh no man's honse was io those times thronged
with more clients than his, There repaired to him bath
citizene and atrangers, noblemen and common people of
all degrees, mnd almost gl for the same cause; to seek
gome relief for s wounded consciense. At leagth, some
who were likewize gick in body, wonld needs be carried
to him ; but this, to stop rumenrs, he would not guffer to
be done.  For, because they were brooght thither, they
were by some reported to be curad.

Thus spending the day at home in such like duties,
fiequently preaching abroed, and going to visit these whe
were not able to come tbemselve: to him, be both ful-
filled thet, whick, by the courtesy of his vwn disposition,
wai enjoined him, and neglected not the pecformance of
that duty, which the office of his ministry bad imposed
upon him. That little time which his friends, either
called away by other goeasions, or ashamed of heing too
tedipus, had left free fo his own disposal, he bestowed
not in sleeping, or taking his pleasure, but in prayer and
studying ; when he engaged in elther of these exercises,
he always retired into some privete apartment, or made
use of the night's silence for secresy, unless by chance
sometimes the vehement groans he mingled with his
prayers, being heard by some thet were near the place,
gave notice how earneat he was in his devorions. For at
no time of the night could any man come to find hia fa-
boura ended ; hut often, hath the pext morning'e light
geen the last of bis night's cave concluded.

Now, although these things be true, ye well [ know
there are many whi will God fault, that E have so slightly
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passed them over; and demand, why I produce not the
matters themsoelves, 25 witnestes of his actions, or at
least some particular example of tach kind, that they
may with more security give credit to the rest. But
wwany thiogs there are which hinder we from so doing.

First, that common civility forbiddeth us, to poblish
abroad that which the conscitnee of anotber heth com-
mitted to our secrect 3 and a very il example should he
give, who should not rather by 81l means conceal, than
make known to the world, the secrets of private honses,
the jarrings of friends, and such private affairs in men'a
lires, whereof it may either shame, or repenl them:
next, that the matters themselves, which used to be at-
tended to in the greatest privacy that might be, could by
mo meens come to our knowledge; or, if by suspicion
semewhat were gathered, and that 1 should instance in
one or two particulars ; et what great sssurance in the
reet, could I draw from hence?

I will now bring the last argument, I know mot
whether I should say, of bis ability or industry ; that be,
who so wholly had given himsell to please his friends,
that be had set apert no time, for his other occasions,
yet wrote so much, as it might well bave been believed,
he bad done nothing else.

I have here for their sakes, who may desire it, set
down the titles of theose books he wrote; which are
these—Comedierum libri 2. Srilogisticen.  Admonitio
ad Parliamentum. De lapsis per errorem in Ecclesiam
vestituendia. (Oliva Evangelica. D¢ Christo gratis jus-
tificante. De Christo Crucifixo. Papa confutates. Con-
tra Osorium de Justiia. Meditationes sapra Apoca-
lypsim Rerum in Ecelesia gestsrum Commentarii. The
Acts and Mepuments of the Church.

We are now come so far, as to be gble from hence, to
give the resder & full sight st once, of the rest of Foxe's
life, whickh ought, I suppose, in like manner fo please
them, as we see (hose that tracel, when they have heen
long tired with continusl rogged ways and rough forests,
and come ar length inte the plain and champaigue coun-
tries, are with the very change of s0il mot a little de-
lighted and refreshed.

In this {an it were} sketeh of hia conditions, we shall
first observe that whick might well be thoughbt the chief-
est of bis virtwes; namely, a deliberate and resolved
contempt of all things, which are in grestest estecn
among men, and especially of pleasures: which dis‘fusi-
tion of his, whether inhred by nzture, acquired by disci-
pling, or infused by God, did of aecessity give him great
ability to perform with tommendation whatever be chose
to take in hand ; there being nothing which can mislead
the mind inte errors, which would otherwise of itself
bold the right way, bat wbai proceedeth from some plea-
sure or other; lying in wait to enirap us in our jowrney.
But so did Foxe hold play with these enemies, as one
who desired not to gave himself by fiying, or shelter
bimself in some secret place of retirement ; but by often
skirmishing, and experience in the reenner of fighting,
to increase his own strenpth, and give to others an ex-
ample of fortitude ; neing to say, That they did oot great
matter, who forsock busioess and employments in the
world, Jest they sbould suffer themselves to be allored
and deceived by them. For, that the thivgs were io
themelves innocent, end then first of all grew burtfal,
when they were overvaiued and pursued with avaricious
desire ; which be that ean beat back when it assaileth
him, and striveth to break in upon him, is destrvedly
called temoperate ; but that he who was pever o any
temptation, way rather zeem to have been good throngh
want of occasion to be otherwise, than by his own
wirtue.

He never therefors declined the friendship of fllns-
trious perconagea; not to gain honour to himself, but
that theveby be saw bis commendation would be more
effectual, when he shonld desire favour oo the behalf of
othera. The mooey, which sometimes rich men offered
him, be eccepted, returning it back to the poor. He
likewise frequented the tablea of his friends, ook for hLia
own pleasure, being of a spare dist; but from courtesy
to keep them company, and lest any should imagine, be
either feared or fled from the wrestling, and striving with
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voluptuous enaounters, or that he thought hinself, by
being absent, better defended sgainst the pleasures inei-
dent to eaticg and drivking, thau by the guard of his
own moderation. In a2 word, so did Mr. Foxe bebare
himself in those things which are accompanied by de-
lights, that certain it is, none of those who were always
in his company, can remember any speech or action of
his, which might betrag the least shew of 2 desire for
them ; and so far was he frow thirsting after honour,
riches, applange, or any cutward good, that he would at
no time sufler the care of his private estate to enter his
mind, much less that it should by taking thought for his
household affairs, be overcome ov drawn aside: which
sither security of his, or a3 some czlled it, slothfulness in
hiz owa fortunes, T will Lereafter declare whence it pro-
ceeded. In the mean tiema, whilst I consider the cause
wherefore he thought all other ihings so contemptible,
especially since that could not be imagined to arise from
any obstinate disdainfulness, much less from a sluggish-
ness of wind; I assure myself, it was ooly the Iove of
God, wherewith his mind was so filled, and so much de.
lighted, that he left no room, noer any sffection free for
other pleasures, of his own accerd separating himself
from the feshions of the world, of which he was not
atherwise incapable ; and devoting himself wholly to this
gare, lke one who had found an invaluable treasure, he
bent his eyes and mind upon this only, neither hoping
nor expecting any thing besides, but resplved to make
this the seope of all his wisles and desires : wherchy (a5

in such a case wust meeds Lappen) it so fell ouk, that |

they who observed Lis mind so steadfustly fizxed opon
God, and that he both spoke and did many things bevond
the opinions of an ordinarily good man, believed that he
could pot be void of some divine inspiration ; and now
gome begen, not ag & good man to bonowr hiw, Lut as
one sent from heaven, even to adore Lim, throngh the
folly of mankind, madly doting wpow any thing, whatso-
ever their own will hath get up to be worshipped.

Tt will not be out of the way to add in ge-
neral what Foxe thought of the church of Home,
and the bishop thereof, as far os they may be ga-
therad put of his speecbss when, being of ripe years,
he had streogthened his judgment with much ezpe-
riende.

The heads of his opinions were these :

Thet among the christian churca the Roman had
been in dignity alwaya chief, and of mest entiquity.
That it retained this digwity and preference maoy ages
after, by little and little, growing to greater avthority,
not br consent of the people, or by any right to that
claim, but by reason of 2 certain inclinution and custom
among inen, that where any choneed to excel athers,
they first began to be powerful among the rest, and at
leogth tp exercise command over them. That the
greatest honowur and authority it had was among
these western kingdoms, which, as every one mostly
loved the christian religion, so were they by the dili-
gence and piety of the Romans miost assisted ; in this
respect it had 7ot Il deserved to be called the
mother of those churches, That the occasion of o
great an increase was, that the city of Rome, baing of so
ancient renown, and 4a it were by deating appointed mo-
narch of the world, in 2!l ages abounding with men
of great cowrage avpd victae, being well peopled,
wealthy, usefully seated, and alwsays under the emperors’
sight, easily afforded this convenience. That at the first
the christians conld no where mesrtogather with less tron-
Ble, ox be more plentifally provided for, or more safely con-
cealed, or, whea need was, die with more coostancy ; all
which made posterity greatly to admire and bonour
themw. That the church at first fourished rather in pood
diseipline, and the approved holiness of the professocs,
than in abundance of riches, there being yet no loose
ness, no pride or ambition found o the maupers of the
clergy; and money, servants, lands, jewels, and such
Like goods, were altogether unknown to them ; in short,
all things were so restrained, either by modesty in wsing
what ther had, or contented in wanting what they
had aot, as tbat in Rome alone seemed to be the
seat of the christian religion. Al this =as observed
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with the greatest strictness in the times nearest to the
cburch's infancy ; but, in process of time, by little wnd
Little, it beran to be neglected and corrupted, after the
sEDIE Taanners as rivers, whose streams hbeing small
and clear near their head, the fartber they proceed the
larger is the chaznel, but with more traubled waters ; till
at length, by mixture with the sea, they become also ua-
wholesome | and thoughin no one place con we perceives
where they ave any jot changed from their first purityj
¥et may we easily enough find a great difference, if we
compare the extremes together.  In the chuorel it so felt
out, that having brought all nations to the clristian
faith, after they once began to tlink it for the henour of
the empire, that the priests should no lgnger (as they
had formerly hegn accustomed) endore poverty, but live
In a more sumptuous way, to which purpose the
emperors granted rany things to the churchmen, both as
ac arpament and reward to tkem ; then alse the priests
began, first to be taken with the love of rviches, then, by
degrees, to grow wanton through abundance, and not t&
care what little pains they took ; afterwards (aa always
the sucopeding age adds to the vice of the former) they
aflected power also, which, when they had cace ob-
tained, and, by the emperor’s gift, received the com-
mand of the chureh, they pase not over, till (having cast
down the emperors, Ly whose bounty they had so
prevailed) they both invaded the privileges of the em-
pire, and row laid claiin to both spiritual and temporal
government ; in the meatt while, neglecting those pules
of religion which their predecessors had prescribed
thewn, neither themselves searching the seriptures, nor
permitting others to de it ; and esteeming the worship
of God to consist rather in cutward devotion and pomp
of ceremonigs, thanin the chedience of faith,  That by
this means it came to pass, thet the church of Rome
{as all other immoderate empires) not only fell from that
bigl degreeitonce held, but alsp subverted in itself the
very eubstance and state of a ¢hurgh: nor tiat this
ought to seem strange, if, as the wost heslthfol bodies
fail into sickness with wost danger, so it Lappeneth,
that the prime of all chorches slwoold bave no mean, but
either remain in the porfection of healel, or become
the mest dangerous enviny to it ; and that for this cause
the pope now searmed ta be antichrist.  That notwith-
standing the case was so plain, yet neither part ougbt to
lend too muech belief to arguments, noe be too earnest in
hindering it, if by any moderation of men the watter
wight be broupht to soundness and agreement.  That it
wes not, perbaps, in onr power to teke from Rome Ler
encient honour, and the opinion of her religion so fixed
alrepdy in tle minds of men. That the clrerch of Rome
had fallen by her own covetousness, ambition, and pre-
varication ;, but that never any man hsd gone so far in
sinniag, as thet repentancehad oot reached asfar, That
therefore it waos fit to aflow them, ss a retuening to re-
peOtanee, 50 sdMme convenlent means tomave them to i,
anit sufficient space to repent in. That it wiglit be the
author disliked them, because a German or Frenchman,
and not an Italisn of their own nation had told themw of
their errors. That there might one day among their
own men he fonnd some, by whose sethority they should
not be ashamed to emend their faults, and with wore
willingness poart with their own power to procure the
peace of the whole world. That there was at least this
bhope left, it might so fall cut that they bad no further
erred in the articles of frith than that they would not
suffer too much to be known, That the conditions of
agreement would be, ficst, That the pope should forsake
&ll these teaets, by which he gained such greet sums of
money ; there being nothing whersto the people might
with more difficulty be persuaded, than that Christ, the
Saviour of the world, bad jnstrueted bis church in the
way of getting money, and setting the seriptures to sale.
Diext, that be should rensunce all secular jurisdiction, and
not suppoese himself to harce title, or aony thing te do
with tlee right of*princes, Thet, on the other side, his
opposers should not refuse, that sorce one man mey have
the principal place of counsel and government in the
church affairs, as being a thing which would have many
conveniences o if, wheo it might be done with seeurity ;
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neither thet the Roimnish chareh, because it had onee
fallen, ought to wmeke mgoinst it; ner that it had
first flourished to preval for it, herein to he pre-
ferred before any other; but that all this was to be
left to the diseretion of & general council of the
christians, which might be so equitable, as that peither
the power or fatour of any one should be zble, cither
from the place of meeting, or the difference in
number of voices, to promise itself any advantsge to the
injury of the rest. That, in the mean while, it would
be of great moment to the hope and speediness of
settling all controversies, if hereatter on both sides they
would give such instructions, as might cause m each
party a better hope sed opinion of the other, espe-
cially that they onght to leave off that stubbera coneeit,
whereby each of them, presuming itself to be the ouly
true church, supposeth the other excluded. For that it
were not only wicked, but also bighly to the dishongur
of God, to think that he bhad so given his commandments
ta mankind as that they sheuld be turned to the
destruction of those that obey them ; which must of ne-
cessity come to pass, if when allmen will oot eonsent in
the same opinion, they who understand most shall refuse
to admit the rest; wes therefore the kingdom of heaven
veserved only for the more noderstandiog sort, and those
that know wost 7 Where should then the fools of the
world be : where should Litele children be, whom Christ
bad set apart for himself? How much better sliould
we serve (od by following that which was evident,
than by interpreting that which was deubtful 7 How
much more probeble were it, that God's mercy was so
abundant, a5 when men were once agreed in point of ge-
neral obedience, there should nothing else be laid tothelr
charge ? For, fhat the foree of obedience was before
Giod so great, as thereby oniy all otber incqualities
might be made even i butif all were aot ic equal condi-
tion, that certainly with (God they were best estremed
who judged with the most modesty of others,

I will now speak of the filends of Mr. Tore:
among whom, [ have already shewed with how grest
affection he was beloved by the duke of Norfolk, being by
his bounty maintained in his lifetime, and after has
death by the peosion he bestowed o him, which his
zon, the right konourable the earl of Suffolk, 1o whom
those revenues descended, out of his liherality con-
tinued.

His fortanes were increased by the lord William
Ceeil, then lord treasurer, a men beyond expression ex-
cellept, whow it a5 much availed gueen Elizabeth to
have for her minister, as It availed the kingdom to have
Elizabeth for theic guesn; and without doubt most
deserving, that in himself sad in his posterity be should
flourish it that kingdom, whick he bad by his wisdom
and advice made most fourishing. He, of the quesn’s
gift, obtained for Mr. Foxe the rectary of Shipton, upon
no other inducement but Lis public merits, and when
DM, Fore delayed, and afier hig roanuer entreated leave
Lo excuse himself, the lord Cecil politically overcome Lis
bashfulness by telling lnm, thai he neither accepted that
for ananswer, nor hod e desersed that the blame of Mr.
Foxe's refusing the queen’s gift should be laid upon him,
aa if hehad heen his hindrance.

To the earls of Bedford and of Warwick he was very
aceeptable,

He wus very intimate with sir Francis Walsingham,
secretary of state, a prudent and vigilant man, and one
who deservedly was the fiest that adranced the power of
tlie secrstacyship.

The two brothers, sir Thomas Heanage and Mastar Mi-
chael Hennage, e sincerely loved, the first for the sweet-
ness of his Dehaviour, the ather for lis solid learning
and eizguler wodesty of life, and though they were
each of them, in their kind, mast accomplished gentle-
men, Fet he was wont to say that sir Thomas Hennage
bad sa much as was requisite in any way to become a
complete conrtier, but that Master Michael Hevnage had
batk all his bratker in himself, &nd that besides of his own
which the court had not corrupted.

Ta sir Drew Drury he bere likewise a strong affection,
as to a man of gincere intentions, and of great con-
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stancy in sl fortunes, end perhaps, the ouly man in
the ¢ourt who continued his fasoutr without loss of his
freedom.

Among the prelates be priucipally reverenced Doctor
Grrindafl, archbishop of Cauterbury; Doctor Elmar,
bishop of London; and Doector Pilkiogten, bishop of
Durham ; and Doctor Nowell, dean of St. Paul's, who
were his partuers io bebishment at Basil.

Among the wiiters of bis time he prefecred, before the
rest, Doator Humphrey, Doctor Whiteaker, and Doetor
Fulke, with whose learning be was greatly delighted,
and esteerned it po small bensfit to be again be-
loved by themw,

But with none had he more familier acquaintance
than with Master Joho Crowly and Master Baldwine
Collins, whase counsel he made use of In all his effeirs,
especially of Master Colliny, concerning whom he wag
wont to say, That he knew not which bad the greatest
share in hie, excellence of koowledge, or modesty of
mind.

Among military men, eir Prancis Drake was much
deliphted with his familiarity ; whom to commend near
the times be lived in, were needless, but to commend
hiw to posterity, mecording te his merits, many volumes
would scarce suffice.

Awmong the citizens of London, he always found great
good will; especially with sir Thomas {Fresham, eir
Thomas Roe, Aldermen Bacchuas, Master Smith, Master
Daie, ard Master Sherington, who held kim in prest esti-
mation, being part of thew such 25 had borne the bighest
places of honour in the city, and part of them merchauts
of zreat substance.

I pass by many, who perhaps bad as great a share in
Master Foxe's frrendship as any of these; nor ought it
to be zoccounted a fault, f | either knew not, or remem-
bered not ell: but this I pught mot to omit, {as be-
ing the chief cause why I thought fit to mention the
sbose-named worthy men] that chese wepe they, from
whot, I before said, Master Fore received such large
sums of money t¢ divide among the poor: which, al-
thongh thes did it with so much privacy, es tlat they
trusted oot ta messengers in delivering it, not regerding
any sutward proise, tkeir well-doing might procure
them, knowing the consciousness of it to be as much as
they needed to desire.  Yet it was not Stting for me in
Fore's history, to dissemble it, or to give any men occa-
sion to suppnse the truth was notepened by Foxe, though
ther theroselves thoaght good to neglect the fruit of so
great liberality, especially since it may zbundzndy eerve
for commendation of both him and them, that they
should be kmown by their own actions, acd he by none
bnt kis owa.

He nsed alweys among his friends a plegsant kind of
farniliarity, wherewith he seasooed the gravity and seve-
rity of hia other behaviour.

Being onee esked at a fricad’s teble, what dish he ds-
sired to be set uwp to him to begin his meeal with, be an-
cwered, ** the last ;" which word was plezsantly taken,
72 il he had mesant sowme choicer dish, such agare usually
braupht for the second course ; whersad he rather
sipnitied the desire be had to see dinner ended, that he
might depart home.

Gaing abroad, by chemes, he met o woman that he
knew, who, pulling 4 book from under her arm, aad
saying, ‘' See you wot that | am going to a sermon ;"
Foxe replied, * But if you will be ruled by me, go home,
rather, for to-day pou will do but little good &t church ;'"
and when she asiced, " At what time therefore he would
counzel herto go 2" ¢ Then,'" enswered be, ' when youo
tell nobody before band."”

It happened at his own table that & gentiemap there
spake somewhat too freely against the earl of Lelcester,
whick, when Foxe heard, he commanded a bowl filled
with wing to be brought him, which being done:

¢ This bowl,” said he, * was given to me by the sarl of
Lieigester," so stopping the gentlewan in hin inters-
petabe spreches without reprehending him.

Whern a young man, & liftle too forward, bad In pre-
sence of mapy, said, *' That he could eonceive no rea-
son In the reading of old anthors, why men should 3¢
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greatly admire them.' ¢ No maevel jndeed,’” replied
Foxe, ' for if you could conceive the reason, you would
then adiire them yoursell.”

[ could mention many anecdetes of this kind, but
that T will not exceed my intended limits too far,

At length baving in such sctions, and such hehaviour
upent out his mge, being now full of years, and bleased
with friends, ere he had guite passed through his seven.
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tieth year, (1587} he died, not through any known diseate,
but through raveh age.

Upon the report of hia death the whole city lamented,
honcuring the awmall funeral which wag made for bim,
with the concourse of a preat multitude of people, and
in ne other fashion of mourning, than as i among &¢
many, each man had buried his own father, or his own
brother.
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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE,

To the True and Paitbfiel Congregation of Chrlst's
Unirersel Chureh, with gll and singular the Mem-
bers thereof, wheresoever congrepated or dispersed,
throughout the Realm of England, a Protestation er
Petition of the Author, wishing to the szme abund-
ance of all peace and tranquillity, with the speedy
coming of Christ the Spouse, to makes an end of akf
mortal misery.

Sovomow, the peaceable prince of Ysroel, s we read
in the First Book of RKings, after he had finished the
Luilding of the Lord's Temple, (which he had seven
years i hand) reade bis petition to the Lord for all thag
shruld pray iv the temple, ov turn thelr face tovard icy
and his request was granted, the Lord answering him, as
we read in eh. ix. 3. ¢ 1 have heard thy prayer and have
Lallowed this houss,” &c. elthough the infinite 3ajesty
of Ged isvot to be confined within any material wallg,
vet it so pleased kis goedrness to respect this prayer of
the king, that he not ooy premised to hear them who
praved theve, but also filled the same with his own glory.
For we read, '* The priests could not stand to minister,
because of the clond, for the glory of the Lord had filled
the house of the Lord,!* | Kings wiil, 11.

Upon the like trust in God's gracious poodness, if 1,
a sinful wreteh, not comparing wy work with the building
of that temple, buk et fellowing the zeal of the builder,
might either be sa bold as to ask, or 50 bappy as to speed,
after my seven wyears' labour zbout thiz Feelesiacticnl
Hiatory, [ would mest humbly erave of Almighty (God
to bestow hie blessing upon the same; that as the
prayers of them who prayed tu the outward temple were
heard, so all true disposed minds which shell resort to the
reading of this history, contaioing the acts of God's
holy wmarfyrs, apd wonuraents of his church, may, by
the example of thelr life, faith, and doctrine, tecelve
some spiritual fruit to their souls, through the aperntion
of his grace, that it way be to the advancement of his
#lory, and profit of his church, through Christ Jesus our
Lovd., Amen.

But as it happenad in that temple of Solomeon, that
#ll who came thither came not to pray, but wmany to
prate, some to gaze end hear news, soroe o talk and
walk, some to buy and sell, some to carp and find favlt,
and some also at the last to destroy and poll down, as
they did indeed ; (for what 1z in this world so strong,
but it will be ievpnpaed ¥ what so perfect, but i will ke
abused © 5o true, that will not he contradicted ? or so
circumzpectly done, but wranglers will And fault )
Even so in writing this bistory, I expect that amengst
wany well disposed readers, some wasp’s-nest or otherwill
be stirred up to buzz shoutmy ears, so dangerous o thing
i it now-a-days, to write or do any good, bur either by
flatteving a man we must offend the godly, or hy trus
speaking procure hatred of the wicked. OF such stinging
wasps and buzzing droves 1 had sufficient trie! in my
former edition ; who, if they had found in my bovk any
just cause to find fault, or upon any brue zeal of tuth
had proceeded against the untruths of my histery, and

bad Brought just proofs for the same, I eould right well
abidg it, for God forbid but that fauits, wherssvever they
be, should be detected and aceased,  And therefors, ac-
cusers in a commanwealth, after my mind, are of no
small gervice.

But then such sesusera must beware they do not act
like the dog of whom Ciceroin his oration speaks, which
being set in the capitsl to frighten away thieves by night,
Jet ths thicves alone, and barked at frue men welkiay in
the day, Fu bay and bark where true faults are, is not
amiss. But to carp where no cause i3 &9 spy straws
in others, and leap over their own blocks ; to swallow
camels and to strain at gmats; to oppress truth with
lies, snd to set up lies for truth ; to Llaspheme the dear
neartyrs of Christ, and to canowize for saints those wkom
seripture would scarecly allow for good subjects ; that s
intolerable 1 such barking curs, if they were well served,
would he made awhile to stoop: Lot with these brawiing
spirits 1 intend not xt this time much fo wrestle.

Wherefore, to leave them o while, till further Jelsure
serve me to attend upon them, thus much I thoughe in
the mean zeason, by way of protestation or pefition, to
write unto you, hoth in generai and particular, the true
memberz and faithful conrremation of Christ's church,
wherever either comgregated together or dispersed
throuph the whole realm of England, that for so muth
as all these adversaries seek, i5 to do what they can, by
diserediting of this History with slanders and sinister
surmisee, to withdraw the readers from it ¢ this, there.
fore, shall be in few words to warn and desire all well-
minded lovers and partakers of Christ's gospel, not to
suffer yourselves to be deseived with the beastings and
hyperholical spesches of thaze slandering tengues, what-
ever they have, or shall bereafter, exclaim against the
same ; bot impartially deferring your judgment till erath
be tried, thet you will first perwse, and then refuse
meagiting the untruoths of this history, not by the seor-
ing up of their hundreds and thousands of Les which
they zive out, but wisely weighing the purpese of their
doings wceording as you fud, and so to judge of the
matter.

1 allhipe peither ane nor other to vead roy books; lek
every man do as he pleages. If any shall thini his labour
too muchin readiog this history, hischoice is free, either
to vead this or any other work. DBut if the fruit thereof
shall recompence the reader’s trouble, then I would
wish no man s0 light-eared as to be carrzed away by any
giniater clamonr of adversarivs, who many times deprare
good doings, not for the fanlts they find, but only Gnd
fanlts because they would deprave. As for me and my
history, as my purpose was to profit ¢l and displease
none; so §f skill in ang part be wanting, yet hath my
purpose heen simple, and the cause no iess nrgent also,
which moved me to tuke this enterprize in hand.

Yor fiest to sex the simple flock of Christ, especially
the unlearmed sort, so misersbly deladed, and all for
ignorance of history, not koowing the course of times,
and tme descent of the charch, it grieved me that that
part of history bad been 50 loog unsupplied in chis my



2 THE AUTIIOR'S PREFACE, ENTITLED

country church of England, Again, considering the
mn'titude of ehronicles and history-writers, both in Eng-
land and out of England, of whom the moest part have
been either monks or clitnts to the See of Rome, it
grieved me to behold how partially they handled their
stories.  Whose diligent labour, although Teanmot but
commend, in eowmitting many things to writing oot un-
fruitful to be knowy, nor unnleasant to be read ; yet 1
Tawented to see that the prineipel points, whick chiefly
concerned the state of Christ's chureh, and were most
necessary to be knowa by all chriztiau people, wers
cither altogether omittsd in their monwments, or if aay
mentiva thereof were inserted, yet alf things were dravn
ta the Lonour specistly of the chureh of Rome, or else
to the favaur of their own sect of relizion. Wherebr the
unlearned, hearing and reading io their writings no other
church oentioned or masnified, but only that choveh
which flourizbed in this world in rithes and riot, wers
1ed, to think thut ne other church stood in all the earth
but only the churel of Rome,

In the nu-aber of this asort of writers, besides our
rranks of Enzlind (for every monastery almost had its
chronielery I wight afso rceite both Italian and other
guthers, as Platina, Sabellicus, Naunclerus, Martin, An-
tony, Vineent, Oruphrius, Lasiard, George Liliug, Poly-
dore Virgll, with many reare, who taking upon them to
intermedille with matters of the elurch, aithough they
express sewe parl of the truth in matters concerning rhe
bizhops end sce of Home, yet in suppressing another
patt they play with w3, a5 Apanias and Sapphira did
witly tleir money, or as the painter Apelles did, ®ho,
painting the one half of Venus coming out of the sea,
Left the other half imperfect, S0 these writers, while
they show us one helf of the bishop of Rome,” leave
the other Lialf of him imperfect, sad utterly unteld. For
as they paint him on the one part glittering in wealth
and glarg, in showing what succession the popes had
from the chair of St. Peter, when they first began, and
hew long they sat, what churches and what famous
butldings they erected, bow far their possessions reached,
what laws they mades, what councis they calied, what
honour they reseived of kings and emperors, what
pringes and countries they brought under their authority,
with other like stratagems of grest pomp and rofalty;
g0 oo the other side, what vices these papes brought
with them to their seat, what abominetions they prac-
tsed, what superstition they waintaiaed, whet idslatry
they procured, what wicked doctrine they defended con-
tracy to the express word of God, to what heresies they
fell, intg what division of sects.they cet the unity of
christian religion, haw some practised by simony, some
Ly necromancy and sorcery, some by poisoning. somwe
indenting with the devil to come by their papacy,
what hypoorisy was in their lives, what corruption i
their doctrine, what wars they raised, what bloodshed
they caused, what treachery they travevsed ageingt thedr
lords and emperers, imprisening scme, betraying sarse
to the templers and Ssracens, in bringing others nader
thetr feet, alsa in beheading some, as they did with
Frederick and Conradine, the beirs and offspring of the
house of Frederick Barbaroasa, A.D. 1269, Fuarther-
more, how mightly Almighty God hath stood against
them, how their wars never ered against the Torks,
how the godly and learned from time to time hava ever
opposed their errors, &g, Of these and a thowsand
other things not one word hath been said, but all kept
a3 gapret as in aurtenlar confession.

When 1 considered this partial dealing and connpt
handling of historians, I thought nething more weating
in the ¢hureh thar a full and compiete history, which
being faithfufly collected ont of all our monestc writers,
and written moruments, shonld neithéer contain every
vain writien fable, for that would be foo much ; nov yet
leave qut ang thing necessary, for that would be teo
little ; hut with & moderate discretion taking the best of
ercry one, should both ease the labour of the resder
from terning over sach & nuinber of writers, and chould
also open the plain truth of times lying lm‘i hid in the
chscore darkness of anbquity. Whereby all studious
readers, beholding ms in & glass the stay, course, and

alteration of religion, decay of dactrine, and the c¢ontro.
versics of the church, might disceru the better between
antiquity and novelty, For if the things which ave firer,
(after the rule of Tertullian} are to be preferred before
those that are lefer, then 96 the reading of history very
nevessary in the chureh, to know whar went before, and
what followed after ; and thereforg, not withont cause
in &3] authors history is called the Witness of Times,
the Light of Verity, thg Life of Memovy, Teacher of
Life, end Shewer of Antiguity, &c. Without the know-
lcdre of which, man's life is blind, and seou may fall
into any kind of errer, as by manifest experience we see
in these desolate ties of the church, when the hishops
of Rome under colour of antiguity have turned truth
into heresy, and brovght such new-found devices of
strange doctrine and religion, as in the former age of
the church were never beard of, and which are mow be-
lieved, #ll through ignorance of times, and for lack of
true histary.

For to say the truth, if thmes had been' well searched,
or if they whe wrote histories had without partiality
gone upright between God and Baal, halting on neither
side, it might well have been found, that the most pavt
of all this catholic corrnpticn intruded iste the ghurch
by the Lishops of Rome, as transubstantiation, eleva-
tign aml adoranion of the sacrament, auricalar confes-
sion, forced vows of priests not (o marry, veneration of
images, private and satisfactory musses, the orvder of
Gregory's mass now ustd, the wsurped autharity aud
supreme pawer of the se2 of Rome, wirh all the rest of
their cetemonies and weeds of superstition now over-
growing the church ; all these (I say) te be new ootkings
lately coined in the mint of Bome, without any stamp of
antiguity, as by realing of this History shall I truss
sufficiently appear. Which history, therefore, 1 lhave
bere taken im hand, that as other writers heretcfore have
eroployed their labour to magnify the church of Rome,
50 in thiz history there might appear to all christian
readers the image of hoth churches, as well of the one
za of the other; especially of the poor, sppressed aud
persecuted church of Christ, Which persecuted church
though it has been of long season trodden under faoot
by enemies, neplected in the world, not regmrded in
histories, and scarce visible or kunown to worldly eyes,
vet has it been the only true chureh of God, wherein he
has mightily wrought hitherta, in preserving the same in
all extreme distresses, continually stirring up from time
vo time faithfel ministers, who have olways kept eome
sparks of his true doctrine and religion,

Now, forasmuch as the true charch of God gocth not
lightly alone, butis sccompanied with some other church
of the: devil o defave and malign the game, it is neces-
sary that the difference betweenthem should be seen, and
the descent of the right church described from the spos-
tle's time, whicli hitherto has been lacking in most his-
tories, partly for fear, becavee men durst not, parly
for ignorance, because men eould uot discern rightly he-
tween the one and the other, who behelding the charch
of Rome 8o visible and glorious in the eves of el the
world, so shining in sutward beauty, to bear such a port,
to carry such a train and multitade, and to stand insuch
high suthority, sepposed the aame to be the only right
catholic mothey ¢ the other, hecause it was not so visibly
koown in the world, they thought, therefore, could not he
the trug church of Chyist. Wherein they were much de-
ceived : for, althouph the right church of Geod is not so0
invisible in the world that vone cen seeit, vet neither isie
so visible that every worldly eve may perceive it. For
like as is the nature of truth, o isthe proper conditiou
of the tme chureh, that commonly nonc sce it, but such
only 8a are the members and partekers of it.  And there-
fore, they who require that God's holy church should be
evident and viziole 1o the whole warld, secm to define the
great symagogue of the world, rather than the true spi-
ritual church of Gad.

In Christ's time, who would have thought but that the
" congregations and councils of the pharisees had been the
right church ? And yet Christ bed another chureh in
earth hesides that ; which, although it wes not so mani-

fest in the sight of the world, yet it was the only true



A PROTESTATION TC THE WHOLE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

shurch in the sight of God: to this church Christ refor-
ted, speaking of the temple, which he would raise again
the third day. And vet, afrer that the Lord was risen,
he shewed not himaelf to the world, but only Lo his elect,
which were but fow. The samée church after fhat in-
ereased and moeltiplied mightily ameong the Jews, yet the
Jews had not eyes to see Gnd's church, but did perss-
cale jr, till ot length all their whele nation was de-
stroyed.

After the Jews, came the heathen emperers of Rome,
wlo, having the whole power of thewarld in their hands,
did all the world could do to extinguish the name and
chureh of Chrisg; whose vinlence conripued the space of
three lmandreld vears, all which time the true church of
Christ wag not great in thesipht of the world, but rather
wus elhorred every where, and vet, nutwithstandiog, the
same snall flock, so despised in the woeld, the Lord
bighly regarded, and mightily preserved. For althengh
many of the christians suffered death, yet was their death
neither loss to them, nor detriment to the church; but
the more they suffered, the more of cheir blood in-
creased,

In the time of these emperors, God raised up in this
vealm of Britair, divers worthy preachers and witnesses,
as Elnaras, Meduinus, Meltiviaens, Amphibolus, Af-
banus, Aaron,Julus, and others, in whose time the doc-
trine of faith, without men’s traditions, was sincerely
preached.  After thelr Jeath and martyedom it pleased
the Lord to provide a general guietness to his chwech,
whereby the number of his fock began more to increase.

In this age then followed in this land, Fastidias, Ni-
vian, Patrick, Dazechiariue, Dubricius, Congellus, Ken-
tigern, llelmotus, David, Tanicl, Szmyson, Elnodugns,
Asaphus, Gildas, Henlaous, Flbodus, Dinothus, Sammel,
Ninugz, end many moe, who goveroed the chureh of
Britain by christian doctrime o lonyg szeson 3 although the
civil governovs fur the time were (hen dissolute and esre-
less, (a5 Gildas very sharply lays to their chargze), aud so
ot length wore subidued by the Saxons.

All thizs while, about the space of foar bundred years,
relizion remsined uncorrupt in Britain, and the word of
Christ was truly preached, till, about the coming of
Austin the onk, and bis eompanions from Rome, many
of the seid British preachers were slain by the Saxons.
After that Christian faiflh hegan to enter and spring
among the Saxons, after a certain Romish sack, vet, not-
withstazding zomewhat mare telersble than were the
times which followed, through the diligent indastry of
some godly feachers whe then lived amongst them, 23
Addauus, Finianus, Coleman, archbishop of York, Bede,
Jehn of Beverly, Alcuin, Noetns, Hocharius, Serla,
Achardes, Ealtedus, Alexander, Neckham, Negellus,
Fenallus, Alfricus, Sygeferthus, and such ofhers, who,
though they emred in some few things, yet they are
nat so preatly to be complained of compared with
the gbuses that followed.,  For s yet, the errer of tran.
substanciatiou and elevation, with auricular confession,
bad net crept in for a pehlic doctring in Christ's ehureh,
as by their own Savon sermon made by Afric, and eet
cizt in this present history may appear. During which
tiume, although the bishops of Rome were held in some
Teverence by the clergw, vet ther hod nothing as yet to do
in mwaking laws touching matters of the church of Eng-
land ; tmt that appertained only to the kings and gover-
nors of the land, gs in this history will be seen.

And thus, although the chureh of Rome began then to
decline from God, yet during all this time it remained in
some reasonable order, 111, at length, the bishops of Rome
began to shoot up in the warld, through the liberality of
good prioces, and, especially of Matilda, a noble duchess
of Ttaly, who, at her death, wiade the pope heir of all her
lands, and endowed his see with great revenues s then
riches hegat subition, and amDbition destroyed religlom, so
that all came $o rwine (it of this cercuption sprng
forth heve in England (as did in other plaees) another
Romish kind of monkery, wovse than the otker before,
being muech maore drawned in superstition and cervmo-
nies, whith mas during the tenth century. OF thia swarm
were Egbert, Aigelbert, Egwine, Boniface, Wilived, Aga-
than, James, Romein, Cedds, Dunstan, Oswald, Athel-
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wold, Althelwine, duke of Eastangles, Lanfrene, Anscime,
and such Gther,

And yet in this time alse, through God’s providence,
the charel lacked not some of better kuowledge and
judgment, towetzh with the darkoess of those days, For
although King Edgar, with Edward, his base zon, heing
seduced by Dunstae, Oswold, and other monks, was
then & great anthar ond favgurer of superstition, erecting
85 many monasteries as were Sundays in the year; vel,
notwithstanding, this continued not long, for zoon afler
the death of Edgar came King Ethclred, and Queen
Elfthred hizs mother, with Alfzms, duke of Merceland,
and other peers and nobles of the realm, who displaced
the monks apain, and restored the married priests to
rtheir 0ld possessions and liviugs. Moreocer, efter that
fallewed ©ap tiz Danes, who overthrew thoza moakish
foundations as fast as King Edrar had set them up
hefore.

And thus, bhitherto, stood the condition of the trae
chureh of Christ, alithgugh not sithont some opposition
and diffenlty, vet in some mediate state of the truth and
verity, till the time of Pope Mildebrand, called Gregory
V1L, which wag about the year 1080, and of Pnpe Inno.
cent LI1., in the year 1215, b whom all was turned wp-
side down, alt order broken, discipline disselved, true
doctrine defzeed, christizn faith extinguished. [nstead
whereof, was set up preaching of men's decrees, dreams
and ide traditions. And whereas hefore (ruth was frep
to be disputed amengst learned men, now liberty was
surned into law, argument into authority. Whatseever
the bishep of Rome announced, that stood for an oracle
to be reccived of all men, withont apposition o¢ contra.
dietion ¢ whatever was contrary thereto, was heresy, to
he punished with faggot and flaming fire I Then the sin-
cere faith of this English chureh, which held out so long,
began to quail. Then was the cear sunshine of Ged's
word cvershadowed with mists and darkness, appeariug
like sackeloth to the people, who could neither under-
stand what they read, nor vet were permitted to read
what they could understsud. In these migerable fars,
as the frue visible church began now to shrink, and keep
in for fear: so, wp start a new sart of players, to farvish
the stege, as school-doctors, canonists, and four orders
of friars, besides other meonastic sects and frafernities, of
infinite variety, which have ever since kept such an in-
fluenee in the church, that none almost durst stir, neither
Ceesar, king, nor subject. 'What they defined =stood ;
what they approved, was estholic ; what they condemued
wad heresy; whomsoever they accused, few, indeed,
aonld save. And thas these conbfnued, or rather
reigned in the church, the spane of now four bundred years,
aud odd. During which tme, although the trne church
of Christ durst not opeoly appear in the face of the
world, being oppressed by tyranny, 7et neither was it so
invisible and nnkrown, but by theprovidence of the Lord,
some remnant alweys remained, which nct ooly shewed
secret good affection to sincere doctrine, but zlio stond
ig open defence of trath against the disordered ehurch of

pme.

In which catalogue, first to omit Bertram and Beren-
garivs, who weve Before Pope Innocent 111, a learned
multitude of snfficient witnesses might here be produced,
whose gagmes are neither chseure, nor doctrine unknewn :
as Joachin, abhat of Calabria ; Almare, aleurned bishop,
who was judged an heretie, for kolding against images in
the rime of the said Jomocents besides the martyrs of
Alsatia, of whom we read an hundred to he hurned by
the said Innacent in one day, ag writes Hermon Marius.
Add likewise to these, the Waldenszes, or Albigenses,
which, to 2 great number, separated themselves from the
¢hurch of Rome. To thiz number also belonged Rey-
mand, earl of Thelouee, Marsitina FPatarins, William de
8. Amore, Simon Tornaeensis, Arnold de Mova Yilla,
John Remeos, bevides divers sther preachers in Suevia,
standing against the pope, {&. D. 1440} ; Laurence, of
England, a master of Pars, {A. T, 1260); Peter John,
a minerite, who was burved after bis death, {A. T3 1290}
Robert Gallus, a dominic friar, (A. D. 1297) ; Robert
Grrosthead, bishop of Lineoln, who was called the Ham-
mer of the Roccenists, (A.!'D. §250%; Lord Peter da
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Cugoerlia, (A, D, 1329, To these wg may add, more-
over, William Ockam, Bongrating Bergomensls, Leopold,
Andrew Laudensis, Ulric Hangenor, treasurer to the
emperor ; John de Gandune, fA. D. 1330), mentioned in
the extraragants, Andreas de Castro, Buridian, Eude, duke
of Burgundy, whe counselled the French king not o re-
ceive the pew.found consttutioms and emtrasagants of
the pope into his realm, Dante Alligerius, an Ltalian,
who wrote against the pope, mouks, and friars, and
against the donation of Constantive, (A. D, 1320.} Tau-
lerus, a German preacher; Coarad Hager, imprisoned for
preaching against the mass, (3.0, 13391 ; the anthor of
the book called Peenitentisrivg Aslni, cowpiled about the
year 1343; Michael Cesenas, e gray friar; Peter d
Corbarfa, with John de Poliaen, meatisned in the extra-
vagants, and tondemned by the pope ; Jobn de Castilione,
with Francis de Arcatarz, who were burned ahout the year
of our Lord, 1322 ; John Rochtaylada, othernise called
Heybalus, with snother frize, martyred shout the year
1344 ; Franeis Petravch, who called Home the whore of
Babylon, &, (4.1 1330) ; Gesrge Ariminensis, (& D.
13541y ; Johno de Rupe Scissa, imprisened for gertain pro-
phecies against the pepe, (A, D, 1340); zethard Ridder,
who also weote agatnsé maooka end feiarz, a book called
Lacrymm Ecclesie, (A. 1. 1350) ; Godfvid de Feontanis,
William de Landune ; John, the monk ; Richard Arma-
chanus ; Nigolus Qrem, preacher, {A. D, 1864) ; Milit-
zins, a Bohemilan, who then prenched that antichrist wag
come, aud was excommunicated for the same, (4.1,
14661 ; James Misnensis ; Matthew Parisiensis, & Bo-
heriian bora, and a writer agaiast the pope, (A, D, 13?%;
John Montziger, rector of the university of Ulm, {A. B.
1384) ; Nilus, arckbishop of Thessalonica; Hearp ds
Jota; Henry de Hassin, &e (A, D, 1371.)

I do but recite the principal writers aad preachers in
those days. How many thousunde thers were which
never bowed their knees to RBaal, is knewn to God
alone, Of whom we find in the writings of owe Bru-
ghius, that siz and thirty citizens of Maguntia wera
burned, {A.D. 1340y, who, follewing the doctrine
of the Waldenses, affirmed the pope to be the great anti-
christ, Alse Masseens records of one hundred end
forty, which, in the province of Narbon, were put to the
fire, for not receiving the decretals of Rome, besides
them that soffered at Paris, to the number of four and
twenty at ome time, (3. 1210} ; and the next year
aftzr were four bundred burnt uoder the noma of
heretics ; besides, also, a certain good hermit, an
Foelishman, of whow mention is made in John Bacon,
{Thist. 2. Quest. 1), whe was committed for disputing
in Paul's church against certiin sacraments of the
church of Rome, A.D. 1306,

Te descend now somewhat lower In drawing out the
descent of the ehurch. What o multitude was there of
faithfitl witnessesin the fime of John Wickhff, (A.D.
13793, az Oclif, William Thorp, Whits, Purvey,
Fatshal, Pain, Gower, CThancer, Gascoin, William
Swinderby, Walter Brute, Roger Dextar, William
Santry, about the year 1400. Joho Badby, {A.I},
1410), Nicholas Tailer, Richard Wagstafl, Michael
Scrivensr, William Smith, John Hewry, William Parch-
meenar, Roger Goldsmith, with an enchoress, called
Metilda, in the city of Laeicester, Lord Cobham, Sir
Raper Acton knight, John Beverley preacher, John
Husse, Jerome of e, a schoolmanter, with a number
of faithfol Bohemians, and Thahorites not to be told ; fo
whom I might also add Laurence Valla, end John
Picns, the learned Earl of Mirandola. Bot why de
I stand wpom recital of names, which are almost
infinite ?

Wherefove, if' any one ba ap deceived e to think,
that the doctriee of tha church of Rowme (as it now
stande], is of such aptiquity, end that it waf never
opposed before the tdme of Lether and Zuinglivs, let
him read these histories ; oty il e thinks the eaid history
not to be of sufficient credit to alter his persassion, let
him pernse the arts and statates of parliatoent passed in
this realwy, and thergin coozider and confer the course of
Hmes, In ehe 5th Richard 1L (A.Dn 1332), he may

resd of a great number (which are there called evil |
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persons) golng about froro town tq fown In frlsza
gowne, présching to the pecple, &, Which preachera
altheugh the words of the statute do term them to be
dissembling persons, preaching divers sermons contiin-
ing heresies and natoripus errors, to the emblemishment
of christtan faith, and of holy church, &e., a8 the worda
do there pretend 3 Fet pofwithatanding every true chris-
tHan reader may gongeive of those preachers €o tesch
no ¢ther dostring, than now they hear their own
preachers in pulpits preach sgainst the Dishop of Kome,
and the eocrupt heresies of his church.

He may wlso read io the 2nd Henry IV. chap. 15,
(A D, 1402Y, of ancther ke company of good preachers
snd faithful defenders of fue doctrine against bling
heresy and error, whom, slthough throsgh the corraption
of that time the words of the statute falsely term false
and petversa preachers, under dissembled holiness,
teaching i those days openly and privily new doctrices
and hererical opinions, contrary to the faith and deter-
mination of haly church, &c., yet notwithstanding whe-
ever reads histones, and confers the order and descent of
fmes, shall understand these to be ne frlse teachers,
but faithful witnesses of the truth, not teaching any new
doctrines contrary to the determination of holy church,
but rather shall ind chat eburch to be woholy which they
preached against, itself vother teaching heretical opinions,
contrary both to antiquity and, the werity of Christ's true
gatholic chureh,

In a letter from Hency Chichesly, Archbishop of Con-
terbury, ta Pope Martin the Fifth, in the #fth year of
his popedem, {A.D. 1422), we find menfion is made of
a Like oumber of fuithful favourers and fellowers of
God’s boly word, of whom he says ! there arc mauny
here in England infected with the heresies of Wickliff
and Husse, and without force of an atmy they canmot
Le auppressed,” &o. Whereupon the pope sent two car-
dinals to the avchbishop, to canse a tenth to be gathered
of all apiritual and religious men, and the money to be laid
in the apestolic chiamber ; and if that were not sufficient,
the residue to be made up of chalices, candlesticks, and
other implements of the church, &e.

Bhall we need then any mare withesses to prove this
matter, ‘when you s2¢, 20 mauy years agn, whole armies
and multifndes thus standing against the pope ! who,
though they were then termed hereties and schismatics,
yet jn that which their enemies galled heresy they
served the living Lord within the ark of his brue
apirimeal aod visible church,

And whera theu ig the fiivelous bonat of the papists,
{who make so much of their painted sheath, and weuld
needs bear ug down), that this government of the churck
of Rome, which now is, has heen of such an old stand-
ing, time out of mind, even from the primitive antiquity,
and that thers sever was any other visible church
hers in earth for men to follow, besides the anid only ce-
tholic mother-church of Rome ? when, as we sufficiently
proved before, by the continual descent of the chureh il
thig present time, that the chireh, after the doctine which
is now reformed, is no new begun matter; buteven the old
church, continued by the providence end promise of Christ
still standing, which although It bas been of late years
repressed by the tyranny of Roman bishops mare than
bafore, vet notwithstanding it was pever &0 oppressed.
but God ever meinteined in it the truth of his gospel,
against the beresies and errorz of the church of Rome,
ag Is to be scen more at full in this history.

Let us now proceed further in deducing this degcent of
the chureh to the year 1501, when grievous aflictions and
bloody persecutions began to ensus upon Christ™s church
{or his goapel's sake, according as is described in this
bistery, wherein i3 to be seen what christian blood has
been spilt, what persezutions raised, what tyrenny exers
cised, what torments devised, whattreachery used against
the poor flock and church of Christy in suel sort that
since Christ's ime greater has not been seen.

And now we cowe from that time, (A.D, 15013,
to the year now present, (A D). 1570). In which the
fall saventy years of the Babylonish captivity draws now
well to on end.  Or if we reckon from the beginning of
Luther and his persecution, then lacketh yet sixteen
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years, Now, what the Lord wlil do with this wicked
world, or what rest he will give to his church after these
leng sorrows,—he is our Fother in Heaven, his will be
done on ezrth as stemeth best to his divine Mejesty.

In the mean time lat s, for our parts, with all patient
ohedience, walt God’s time, and plorify his holy Nawme,
and edify vne another with ell humility,  And if there
caopnot be an end of our dizputing and contending gne
against another, vet let there be & moderation in it.
And as it is the good will of our God, that Satan should
be thus let loose amongst us for a short time; yet Let
us strive in the meanwhile what we can to amend the
malice of the time with mutual hamanity. They that
are in error let them not disdain to learn ; ther who
have greater talents of knowledge eommitted to them, let
them instroct in pimplicity them that be simple. No
mzn lives in that commonwealth where nothing 8 nmiss ;
but yet becanse God has 50 placed us Englishmen here
in oat commonwealth, alse in one church, as in gne
ghip together; ilet us not mangle or divide the ship,
which being divided periches ; but lef every man serve
with diligence and discreiion in his order, wherein be is

called ; let these that sit at the helm keep well the point

of tha needle, to know how and whither the ship goes;
whatever weather betides, the needle, well touched with
the stone of God'a word, will never fail; Jet such as
labour at the oars, start for no tempest, but do what
they can to keep from the rocks ; likewise let those who
are in infericr atations take heed that they move no
sedition nor disturbance agrinst the rowere and mariners,
No gtoym i3 50 dangerons to 4 ship on the sea, a3 dis-
cord and disorder ins commnnwmﬁth ; the countries, wa-
tions, kirgdoms, empires, cities, towns, aond houses,
that have been dissolved by discord is s6 marpifest
history, that I need not spend tme in vebearsing ex-
amples, The God of peace, who hath power both of
land gnd ges, reach forth his mereifnl hend to help them,
up that sink, to keep up them that stand, to still these
winds and surging seas of discord and contention among
ns, that we, professing one Christ, may in ong unity of
doctriue gather ourselves into one ark of the tree church
together, where we, continuing steadfast in faith, may st
the last be conducted safely to the joyful port of our de-
sired landing-place, by his heavenly grace] T whom,
toth in heaven and earth, be all power and glory, with
his Father and the Hely Spirit for sver. Amen.

THE UTILITY OF THIS HISTORY.

T'eEe world being filled with guch an infinite multitude of
all kinds of Looks, I may scemy, perbaps, to take a
ruperfiuous and pesdless matter in band, at this pTesent
time, to write such volumes, especially of histories, con-
sidering that the world is so greatly pestered, not only
with plenty thereof, but of all other treatises, that now
books seem rather to lack veaders, than readers to Jack
books, 1 doubt not bug that many do beth perceive, and
lament the boldness of many in these days hoth in aritiog
and printing this moltitnde of books ; which, to say the
troth, for my part 1 lament as wuch as any man 3 and 1
would therafors have no man think that I have attempted
this enterprise vnadvisedly or with rashwess, but rather as
one being not onty donbrful, but alge both bashful and
fearful within myself for setting the same ahroad. For I
perceived how learned this age of curs iz in reading of
books, neither conld I tell what the judgment of readers
wonld be, to see zo weak a Being wuadertake such a
weighty enterprise, not beiog suficiently furniched with
eloguence (o do justice to so great a history, or sufliclent
o gerve for the use of the studious, or the delight of the
learned ; and the move T percefved ability to be wanting
in me, the less bold Ifelt to becowne a wotter.

But aratn, on the other hand, when T weighed with
rayself what mewarable acts Bave dccurred 1o this luter
age of the chureh by the patient safferings of the worthy
martyre, 1 thoughs it not to be neglested, that 50 muny
precious monuments worthy of beinp recorded and regis-
teved, should by my defurdt be buried, under darkness and
oblision. I thoughkt somewhst was to be spid of them
for their well deserving, and something zlso for the
benefit which we have recaived by thom.  Bat above all
things, nothing did o urge me forward as the considera-
ticn of the common utility which every man may plenti-
folly receive by the reading of those monwments of mar-
tyrology ; and es I have taken this history in hand chiefly
for the vse of the English church, 1 hove written e in that
#inpue which the simple people cowld best vaderstand.

Mow if men commonly delight 56 much in other chra-
wiclea which treat ouly on matters of policy, and take
pleasure in reading the varlable events of worldly affairs,
the stratagems of veliant eaptains, the terror of hattle
fields, the sucking of cities, the twrmeils of realms and |
penple and if men think it such 2 great thingin a com-
monwealth &9 commit to history an aceount of thase

thinge, and licstosw all thelr wit and eloguence In adorning
the same, how mech more mest is 1t for ebristians to pre-
serve in remembrance the lives, acts, and doings, not of
blocdy warriors, but of the mﬂd and constant martyrs of
Christ, which serve not 5o wuch to delight the ear, as to
improve thelife, to show us exsmples of great profit, and
o sncnu.ra.ge men to gll kind of christian godliness ?
And first, by reading thereof, we may sez a lively testi-
mony of Gogs ighty working in the life of man, con-
trary to the opinion of the atheists ; for like as one said of
Hamales in times past, that bis doings pave a lively test-
mony ageinsf God, hecanse be being so wicked a man,
escaped 50 lopg uwnpunished; so, contrariwise, in these
men we have a much more assured and plain witness f
God, in whose lives and deaths there appeared smch
manifest declarations of God's divine worEmg, while in
such sharpoess of torments we behold in thew sech gon-
stant strength above man's reach, such readiness o
answer, such patience in imprizonment, such godliness in
forgiving, snch cheerfulness and courage in suffering,
hesides the manifold sense aud feeling of the Holy Ghost,
which they eo plentifully tasted in their affiictions, as in
reading their letters we may evidently uederstand: and
besides this, the mild deaths of the eaints avail not a littls
to the establishiog of a goad conscience, to teach us the
contempt of the world, and to bring us to the fear of
Gad : moregver, they confirm faith, lucraa.se godliness,
abate pride in prosperity, and open a d;;e of hesvenly
comfort in adversity, For what man reading the mizery
of these godly persons may net behold therein, a5 in a
glass, his pwn case, whether he be podly ov godless?
For if God gove adversity unto good men, what may not
the hetter sort expect, or the gvil fear? And as by
reading of profans histories w¢ are mads perbeps more
skilful in warlike affaivs ; so by reading this we are made
better in gur livings, and besides, are better prepared for
the like coafiiets, (if by God's permission they shall
happen hereafter) more wise by their doctring, and mars
steadfast by their example.

To be brief, they declare to the world what frue chris-
tian fortitude is, end what is the right way to conguer,
which stands not in the power of wan, butin the hope of
the resurrection to come, end is pow, I feust, 2t hand.
In consideration whereof, methinks I have good canse to
wish, that not only subjects, ot alse kings and princes,
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who commonly delight in herole stories, would diligently
perase such monuments of martyrs, and keep them
always in sight, oot only to read, but to follow, and
would paint them upon their walls, cups, rings, and
gates.  For doubtless such as these are more worthy of
hpnour than an hundred Alezanders, Hectors, Scipios,
and warlike Cesars. And though the world judge pre-
posterously of things, yet with God, the true Judge, not
those that kill one another with a wespon ar to be
reputed, but rather they whoe being killed in God's
cause 4o retaln an invincible constaney sgainst the threats
of tyrsuks, and the violenge of toxmentors, Such as these
are indeed the trre conguercrs of the world, by whom we
learn true manhbcod, 8o many as fight under Christ, and
not under the world, With thie veltantness did that
most raild Lamb, end intineible Lion of the tribe of Juda
first of all go beforeus.  Of whose unspeakable fortitude
we hear this propbetical adrairation, # Who iz this,
travelling in the grewmess of his strength *'' Is. bdii. L.
Vertly, it is the bigh Son of the high God, onece con-
quered of the world, end vet ::Dngucring the world afier
the seme mensner Le was conguered.

Alllds martyes followed in the like course to whom the

angient ghurch did attribote se much honour, as hever |
king or emperor could purchase in this world, with all ¢

their images, pillers, trivmphs, temples, and all their
golemn feasts ; in proof whereof we sec with what admi-
retien the memary of those good martyra was received
apd kept among the ancisnt christians ; whereby it i3
mapifest ie what esfimation the martyra were held in
times past; with what gratulstion, mirth, and pgemeral
jor the afflictions of those godly men, dying in Christ's
quarrel, were sometimes received and solemmized ; and
that not without pood and remsonable cause; for the
charch did well consider how much she was beholden to
them, by whose death she onderstood her treasures to
increase.  INow, then, if martyrs are to he compared with
martyrs, ! see no couse why the martyrs of cur time
deserve any less commendation, than the others in the
primitive ehureh ; who assuredly acs in o point inferior
unto them, whether we view the number of them that
puffered, or the greainess of their torments, or their com-
stancy in dying, or consider the fruit that they brought to
the amendment of posterity, and inorease of the gospel.
The primitive martyrs did water with their blpod the
truth that was newly springing up ; so these later martyrs
by their deaths restored it again, being 50 decayed and
fallen down. They standing in the forewerd of the
battle, did receive the first ewcvunter and violence of
their encootes, and kavght us by that means to grercome
such {yrammy ; fhere mith like courape sgain, like old

beaten moldiers, did win the figld in the rear of the
battle, They, like famous husbzndmen of the world,
did sow the fields of the church, that first lay unmanured
anil wasta ; fhese with the richness of their hleod did
canse it to grow and fructify. Would to Ged the fruit
might speedily be gathered into the barn, wlich now only
remaing 0 come !

Now, if we ascrive reputation to godly preschers (and
worthily) whe diligently preach the gespel of Christ, when
they live notwithstanding, by the benetit of time, without
all fear of persecution ; how much more cause have we to
praise and extol such men ae stoutly spend their lives for
the defence of the tame? All these premises being duly

- considered, sesing we hare found so famons martyrs in

this onr age, let vs not fail in publishing and settiog forth
their doings, lest in that point we seem more unkind te
them, than the writers of the primitive churck were to
theirs,  And though we repute not their ashes, chains,
end swords as relics 3 wet let us yield thus much wnce
their commemoration, to glorify the Lord in his eaints,
end imitste their death (as much a3 we may) with like
coustancy, or their lives af least with like Inaccency.
They cffered their bodies willingly to the rough handling
of the tormentars ; abd is it so great 2 matter then for us
to mortify onr flesh, with s}l the members thereof ¢ They
neglected pot only theriches and glory of the world for
the love of Christ, but also their lives : and ghall we
then male ¢ great a stir one against ancther for the
transitory trifles of this world? They continued in
petient sufferug, when they had most wrong done to
them, and when their very heart's Bloed gushed out of
thelr bodles; and yet will we not forgive our poor
brother, be the injury never so small, but are ready for
every trifiing offence to seek his destenction, They
wishing well to all men, did of their own accord forgive
their persesutors; and therefore cught we, who are now
the posterity and children of the mertyrs, not to degene-
rate from their steps, but being admonished, by taelr
examples, if we cannot express their charity toward all
men, yet at least to imitare the same fo our power and
sivength. Let us give no canse of offence to any: and
if any offence be given to us, let us overcome it with
patience, forgiving and wot revenging the ame: and Jet
us not only keey onr hands from shedding of blood, but
our tongues also from hurtiog the fame of others; besides,
let us not shrink, if ecase so require, by martyrdom, or
loss of life, according to their example, to vield wp the
came in the defence of the Lord’s flock ; which if men
would do, there would be much less contention in the
#orld than now s, And thus much tauching the utilicy
of this History.



PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION,

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CHURCH OF ROME THAT NOW IS, AND THE ANCIEKT
CITURCH OF ROME THAT THEN WAS.

CurrsT ouy Saviour, io the pospel of St Matt, xvi. 18,
hearing the confession of Simon Perer, who acknowiedged
him to be the Son of God, and perceiving the secret
hand of his Pather therein, answered, sud alluding to
his name, called him a rock, upon which reek he would
build his ¢church so stropg, that the gates of hell should
not prevadl against it, &¢.  In which words thres things
are to he noted.  First, that Christ will huse a chureh
in this world. Secondly, that the charch should he
mightily opposed, not onty by the world, but alse by the
utmost strength and powers of hell.  And, thirdly, that
the same church, notwithstanding the devil and all his ma-
lice, should rontinne. Which propheey of Christ we see
wonderfully verified, insomuach that the whale course of
the church to this day, may seem nothing but & verifring
of this propheey. First, that Christ set up a chareh,
needa no declaration.  Second!y, what princes, kings,
menarchs, governors, and rulers of this world, with their
subjects publicly and privately, with all their strength and
cunning, hare bent themselves agaisst this church.
And, thirdly, how the church, notwithstanding all this,
hath yet enduored and held its swo. It is wondrous
to behold what stomms and tempests it hath withstood ;
for the more evident declaration whereof I have written
this history, intending by the favouvable ald of Christ
mar Lard, not so much to delizht the ears ac to profit
the hearts of the godly, in perusing antigquities of ancient
times, to the ead that the wonderful scorks of Ged, in
this church, might appear to his glory. Alsc thet the
comtinuanes aud proceedings of the chuarch from time to
tire, heing set forth in these defs and Monuments,
may redound to the profic of the reader snd edification
of christian faith.

For the better secomplishing shereof, I have thought
good, beginning from the time of the primitive chareh,
and 20 continniag to these latter years, to ran gver the
whple state and course of the charel in general, dividing
the whele of this history inte five periods.

First, I will treat of the suffertng time of the chureh,
which continucd from the apostles’ age, shout three
hundred years.

Secondly, of the Aourishing time of the charch, which
lasted other three hundred years.

Thirdly, of the declining time of the chucch, which
comprehends pther three huadred years; during which
tlme altheugh the chureh was much altered ip ambition
and pride, from the simple singerity of the primitive
time, yet in outward profession of dogtrine and religion
itwas apmething tolerable, and had seme face of & church ;
notwithstandiog some corraption of dockrine, with super-
stition aud hypoerisy, had even then creptin ; yet in
romparison of that which followed, it might sesm as
I bave said, something sufferable.

Fourthly, followed the time of antichrist, and desols-
tion of the ¢hurch, pontaining the space of four hundred

wears ; it which time hoth doetrine and sincerity of life
were almost estingwished, namely, in the chief heads and
rilers of this western church, through the means of the
Roman bishops, especially counting from Gregory V11,
called Hildebrand, Inuwocent ILY, and the friars, which
crept in with him, t1l the time of John Wickliffe and
Joha Husse, during four buadred years,

Fifthly, after this time of antichrist reigning by violence
and tyranny, follows the reformstion and purging of the
church of God, wherein aatichrist begins to be revealed,
gnd to appear in his colour, and bis doctrine to be detected,
the number of his chureh decreasing, and fhe namber ofthe
trag ghurch increasing, which time has continued hithertn
about the space of two hundred and eighty years, and how
Lonig it shall eontinue more, the Lord and {2overnor of all
times onlykooweth,  Tn these five periads 1 suppose the
whele course of the church may be comprised ; which
church being mmiversal, and dispersed through all coun
tries, I shall pot be hound to any one nation Taore than
ancther ; yet noetwithstanding, [ have purposed prinel-
pally to tarry upon such historical acte avd records, as
maost appertain to England and Seotland.

And a3 the church of Rovae, in all these ages, has chal-
lenged to itself the supreme title, and rngieading of the
whole universal church on earth. Tn writing of the
church of Christ, I eannot but partly 2lso iotcrmeddle
with the acts and proceedings of the church of Bome ;
for so much as the doings and orderings of all other
churches, a5 wefl here in ¥angland, as in other nations,
hawe for this leng time chiufly depended npou the sume,
Wherefore, 85 it is needful and requisite 10 have the
doings and orderings of the said chureh made manifest to
o]l christian conprepaticos; 5o have I fratoed this history,
according to that purpnse. First, in a gensecal descrip.
tion, briefly to declare the misgauiding of that church,
comparing the former primwitive state of the church of
Rome with these latter times of the same; which done,
then in o more specisl way, to prosecuts more at lurge
]l the particulars thereaf, se far as shall seem profitable
for the public instruction ofall ether ehristian cherches,
In which church of Rome four things seem 0 me chiefy
to be considered. To wit, Title, Jurisdiction, Life, and
Doctone. Wherein I hare here to declore, first, con-
cerning the title or primacy of the church, Low it first
began, and upen whet occasion.  Secondly, conceriing
the jurisdiction snd authority thereof, what it wae, and
Law far if extended. ‘Thirdly, towching the discrder
of life and conversation, how inordinate it is. And,
fourthly, the form of doctrine, how superstitious and
idolatrous it has been of Jate; of which feur, the Arst
was prejodicial to all bishaps ; the second, derogatory to
kings end emperors; the third detestable to all wen;
the fourth, injurices to Christ.

For first, the title and ctyle of that chorch sras such that
it went bevond all other churches, befng called ** the Hely
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Univerzal Maother Church, which sould not err ; and the
hizhop thereof, Holy Father the Pope, Bishop Universal,
Prince of Priests, Supreme heed of the Universal Chavch,
and Viear of Christ here iz earth, which must not be
Judzed, having all bnowiedge of seriprure, aod all laws
contained within the chest of his breast.”

Secondly, the jurisdictivn of thet bishop was such,
that challenging to bimself both the swords, that is, hoth
the keys of the seripture, and the sceptre of the laloy;
Le not anly subdued all Lishops uader bim, but alse
advanced himself above kings and emperors, canging
seme of thew ko lie under Lis feet, some to hold his
stirrup, kings to lead his borse by the bridle, some to
kiss his feet, placing aud displacing cmperors, kings,
dukes, and earls, whom aud when he chose, taking upon
him to transfer the empire at his pleasure, from Grecee
tu Frence, from France to Gergoany, prefevving and de-
posing whom be pleased, and confirming them which were
electked.  Also being emperor himself, whea the throne
was vacant, pretending suthority or power to ijuvest
bishops, fo give beoefices, to spoil churches, to give

authority to bind and loose, to call geocral councils, to

judge over the same, to get up religions, to canenize
saints, to take appeals, to hind consciences, to male
laws, to dispense with the law aad word of God, to ds-
tiver from purgatary, to command angels, &c.

Thirdly, what was the life and converzation of the
court of Rome, will be seen in this history.

Faurthly, his doctrine in like manmer wes tedious to
students, perniciows to men's consciences, injuricns to
Christ Jesus, and contrary to itself. Im laws mare
divers, in volume more large, in dilipence and study
move applied to, in vantage and preferment wore gainful
than ever was the study and learning of the holy serip-
ture of God.

These four poinis heing well considered m this histery,

1 trust it may minister to the christian reader, seff-

cient instructon to judge what is to be thought of
this ¢hurch of Rome.

But here it 15 to be noted, that all these deformties
of rain Gtle, of pretended jurisdiction, of beretical dee-
trine, of schismatical life, came mot into the church of
ERome all at one fime, nor sprang with the beginning of
the chureh, but with loug working, and by little and
liitle, and carue not to Rl perfecrion $ifl the time, pactly
of Pope Bonifuce II1, partly of Pope Gregory Vil,
partly of Pope Innocent 111, and finally of Fope DBoni-
face VIII. ; of which four popes, the first brought in
the Title, {A. D. 607), whick was never i such ample
wige befare pablicly enmncted, and recetved publicly in
the said gburch of Rome, the second brought in
Jurisdiction, (A.1. 1073); the third, which was Pope
lunocent, (A. Do 148}, with his vabble of monks and
friers, and with such other biskops as succeeded him,
corrupted end obscored the sincerity of Christ’s doec-
trine and manvers, and, iastly, Pope Bouwifsce V1II,
E .D. 1294) ; and after Bim Pope Clement V,

A. D 1305}, besides the jurisdiction advanced befors
by Pope Hildebrand, added moreover the tewporal
sword to be carried before them, and that the succession
of 1o emperot should be sofficient and Juwful, withoat
the pope’s admiscion, whereby the pepe's power was
brought to his fuil pride and perfection in the fonrteenth
century.  And thes came up the corruption of the
Bowmish chureh in continnance of years by degrees, and
not altogether, nor &t cae time.

Wherefore, whoever shall have to do with any adver-
Edrieq, about the ambnuity or suthority of the church of
Rowe, let bim weill consider when and how, the title,
Jurisdiction, and sorraption of doctrine first began in the
pope'ssee. Andsoheshall see, that the church of Rome,
as it iz now zoverned, never descended from the primitive
age of the apostles.  As the picture of the boly virgin, is
not Ehe hely virgin, aud as a man painted ou the wall is
nots man; =0 itisto be said of the charch of Rome, (the
inetitution and dectring of the church of Rome [ wean},
that although it has the name of the chureh apostolical,
snd brings forth a long ogy of ouiward sue-
ceseion from the apostles, as the Pharisees did in Christ's
tims bringiog their descent from Absabam their father

THE DIFFERENCE DETWEEN THE CHURCH OF ROME THAT NOW IS,

vet all thls is in name ondy, end not in efect ¢r matter ; for
the definition of the apastolical church neither now agrees
with this present church of Rome, wor yet the wanner,
form, and iostitution of the Beomish ¢hurch, as it now
stands, had ever any succession from the primitive
church. But as Christ said of the phacisees, that they
were the children not of Abraham, but of the devil; so
i may be answeved, that this ehureh of Rome now pre-
sent, with this title, jurisdiction, and doctrine now used,
canot be fathercd upon the aposdles, nor Peter, nor
Linus, bat on another author, whom I will not here
name.

And here comes in the argument of Pighing, ITosius,
and Ecclus, who, arguing for the antiquity and authority
of the charch of Rome, reazon on this manner.

" TEatas an ordinary and & known chureh visible musk
be known continually owm earth, from the time of the
apastles, to which all other churchey must heve re-
LRV H

And seeing there is no other church visible known to
heve endured from the apostles’ time, but only the
church of Rome ;

They conclude, therefore, that the church of Rome is
that church wherennto all other churches must have
recourse,'’ fa.

To which I angwer thal although the name of the
church and cutward succession of bishops bave had
their continuance from the time of the apostles, yet the
definition and matter which makes a true apostolical
church, neither i= now in the church of Rome, nor yel
the form end jastitubion of the church now used in Rome,
was ever from the apostles, swhich apostles wers never
guthors or fathers of this title, jurisdiction, and doctrine
now taught in Rome, but rather were ever enemied to
the same.

Aguin, although the neceseity of the church, enduring
from the apostles, may and must be granted, vet the
shme necessity wae nat bound to any esrtain place or
person, but ooly w faith; so that wherever, that is,

. in whatever church true fuith waa, there was the

choreh of Christ.  And basause the trus faith of Christ
must needs ever remain oo earth, therefore the charch
#lao must peeds remain on earth,  And God forbid thet
the true faith of Christ should only remain in ene city in
the world, and not in enother 3s well.  And therefore as
this true and sincere faith of Christ is not given, o re-
main fixedly in one place or city slone; 9 neitler is
there any one churel in the world so ordained and ap-
pointed of God, that il other churches should have their
recourse unta it, for determioation of their canses and
controversies.

Now, as to the authorilies of the fathers in commien-
dation of the church of Home, whoever will understand
right!y their cotherities must learn to malke a distinction
letwesn the elurch of Rome, a5 It was and a5 it i for-
agrauch as the chuveh of Rome is not the same church
aow which it was then, tnd nething agreeing to what it
was then, save only in owtward name and place, there-
fore, by this distinction, I answer the place of Treneus,
Cyprian, &&¢. eowmending the church of Mome as ca-
tholic and apestolical, and aay that these spesk of the
church of Rome which then was, and said not wutrie,
cafling it cathelic ecd apostolical, for that the same
chureh took their ordinary swecession of biskops, joined
with the ordinary doctrine and institwtion, frem the
apostles,  But, spesking of fle chorch of Rome whick
now is, we sy the said places of the fathers are not frae,
neither appertain to the sume ; for they neither knew the
church of Rome that now is, neither it they had, would
thkey ever have judged amy thing therein worthy such
commerdation.

Uur adverssries vet more objecting against us, and
lubourizg for the antiguity of the Romish church, for
lack of other ressond, are driven 10 seanning the times
and years. What? (zay thev} where was this church of
vowrs before these fifty years ¥ In answer, we demand
what they mean by this which they coll our church ! TF
they meen the ordinance and institation of doctrine and
sacrumments now received by ws, we affirm thut our
cliwrcl wos in existence when this cluch of theirs was
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yet batched qut of the shell, nor had yet seen the |

not
light ; that ig, in the titne of the apcstles, in the primitive
age, in the time of Gregors I., sud the old Eownn
church, when as yet bo unirersal pope was recelved
publicly, but repelled in Rome: nor this folaess of
plenary power yet koown, nor this doctrioe and abuse of
sacraments yet heard of. In witness whereof we have
the ¢ld acts and histories of aneient time o glve testi-
mony with us, wherein we have sufficient matter for us
to declare the same ferm, usage, and iostitution of this
our churek as now reformed, not to be the beginning of
any new charch of qur owen, but o be the reaewiog of
the old ancient church of Christ.

And where our adversaries charge us with the faith of
our fatlers and godfathers, wherein we were baptised,
actusing vz thet we are revolted from them aud theie
faith, wherein wewere Grst christened : we enswer, that
we, being first baptized by our fathers and godfothers,
in water, in the name of the Futher, of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, the same feith wherein we were chris-
tened then, we do refain: and hecapse our godfathers
were themselves slso in the same faith, therefore they
canook say that we hare forseken the faith of gur god-
fathers. As fgr other points of ecclesiastical uses, and
cirgumstances considered, besides the principal sob-
stance of fuith and baptism, if ther held any thing which
regeded from the doctrine and rule of Christ, therein we
nOw remove purselres ; not becadse we would differ from
them, but beczuse we would not with them remove from
the vule of Christ's doctrine, Neither does our baptism
hind us in all peists to the opinlons of them that bap-
tized wg, bet to the faith of hm in whese name we were
baptized. For, as if a man were christened by a beretic,
the baptism, notwithstanding, were good, atthough the
TLaptizer were paught: 8o, if our godfathers or fachers,
which cluisténcd us, were taught any thing not consn-
nant to christian Jdoctrine in all poiots, neither is our
baptism worse fur that, nor are we bound to follow them
In all things, whercin they themsetves did nof follow the
true chureh of Christ.

Wherefore, as it is false, that wa have ronounced the
faith of our gndfathers wherein we were baptized, so is it
not true, that we are removed from the chureh of Rome;
+Hut vatber I say, and will prove thatthe church of Rowe
hes utterly depurted from the ehurch of Rome, acearding
to my former distinelion, Which thing the more esi-
dently to declare, I will here compare the church of
Rome with the chureh of Rome; and in a general de-
seription set forth the difference of both the churches,
that is, of both the periods of the church of Eome: to
the intent it may he seen whether we or they have most
upestatised from the church of Rome, And here, first,
I divide the church of Rome iate two distinct perids
of time; fitst, of those first siz hundred years which
were immediately afeer Chrst; and, secondly, of the
ather six bundred years, which now have been in these
our later days: and so, In comparing these two to-
gether, will search our what differcoce i between them.
Of wiich tee ages and stafes of the Roman church, the
first I call the primitive church of Rome, the other I
call the Jafer church of Rome,

To begin with the order and qualities of life, T ask,
where was this church of theirs in the time of the primi.
tire church of Reme, with this pomp cnd pride, with
this riches and superfuity, with this worldly splendowr
and natne of cardinaly, with this prancing disseluteness,
with this extorfion, bribing, buring, and selling of
spiritwal dignities, these annates, reformations, procura-
tions, exactions, and other practicss for money, this
avance insatiable, ambition intolerable, fesbly filrhivess
most detestable, barhbarstisness and negligence in preach.
ing, prowmise-breaking faithlessness, poisoning aund sup-
planting one another, with such schisms and divisions in
the elections and courts of Rome for these seven hundred
Fears, with such extreme cruelty, malice, end tyranny
in bwrzing and persecuting theiv poor brothren to
death ?

It were teo long to dwdl partienlaly npow these
things: and if a yaan hould defail all the schisms in the
church of Rowme, to the number of eightesn, what a
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rolume would i require?  Or If here should be recorded
atl that this see has berned ond put todeath, who wonld
be able to number them ¥ Gy if all their schemes to pet
eoney should be deseribed, who would be able to recite
them ull® Of which the principal sre reckoned at least
at fourteen or fifteen schemes.

L. Forannates or vacancies of arch-bishoprics, bishop-
rics, abbacies, prories conventual, and other benefices
elective.

T1. TFor the holding of all spiritval Livings whatever.

IY. New annates for all the same sgain, as often as
any one of all his spiritwal livings be, or are fained to
be, not orderly come by, wherehy it has chanced, divers
times, three or four annates to be paid for one benefice.

1V. Tor giving benefices befgpre they fall, and many
tmes giving to several persons for money’s sake,

V. For resignations, whick in wany cases the pope
challenges to be reserved to himself.

V1. For commendams.

VII. For eowpounding with such a5 be sosent from
their charge.

WIII. Fur dispensations, 20 as to dispense with apa,
with order, with benefices incompatible; alsa for irre.
gularity, for adultery, for times of wmarrizge, for mar.
rying in degrees forbidden, for possips to meamy, for
which in Fraonce o thowsand crowns were peid to Rome
at ong time, fur dispensing with this cancnical affinity of
Eobssips; alse dispensing for eating meats in times pro-

ibited.

IX. For innumerable privileges, exemptions, graces;
for mot visiting, or visiting by a procfor; for confirma-
tions of privileges ; for transactions made opoe favoar of
the pope; for exchanges of benehees, or making of pen-
sions, with sugh like.

X, For mandates pranted by the pope, fo crdinaries,
whereof every ordinary, if he bave the collation or pre.
sentation often, may receive one mandate; if he Ea':a
Bfty, two mandates; and for every mandate there comes
to the pope about twenty ducats. And yet $0 many are
sold, a9 will come bavers to pay for them,

XI[. For the pope's penitentiary; for absolution of
cases reserved to the pope; for breaking of vows; for
translation from one monasters to another, alss from
ane order to another; for licence to enter juto certwin
monasteries, to carry aboui altars, with many other
things of like device.

XII, For giving and grapting of pardens and indul-
gences, to be read not only in public temgples, hut also to
be bought in private houses.

XL For mabing notaries, snd prothonetaries, and
other offices of the court of Rome.

XIV, For bulls and commissione of new foundations,
or for changing the old ; for reducing regular monuste-
Tigs to e secular state, or for restoring them agaio into
the old; and for other writs shout matters in eentro-
versy, that ought to be decided by the ordinary.

XV, For giving the pall to archbishops.

By reazon of all which devices (besides the annates) it
has Been accounted from the Ying's records in France,
that in the ime of Louis TX.; the sum of two hondred
thousand erowns, were pald oot of Franee and traos-
ported to Rome. Which sum, sinee that time, haz been,
donbled and trebled, Lesides sunates and palls, which
aitogether, of late years, has been considered to make
the total wyearly sum going ont of France to the pope’s
coffers, one hundred thousand crowns. Now, os to what
has been drawn bhesides from pther kingdoms acd nations,
lek others eomjectare.

Whercfore, if the gospel send us to the fruit o know
the tree, what i3 to be thought of the chureh of Rame.
with these fruita of life *  Or, if we seek the chureh in
length and nuwber of years, where was then this church
of Rome with thess qualities, when the church of Rome
was a perserufed, and not g perseculing church? And
when the bishops thereof did not make mertyrs, 25 they
oow do, but were made martyrs themselves, te the number
of {weniy-iive, in order one after anather?  Or when the
bishops thereof were elected, Dot by factious conspiring,
net by meney or friends making, as they zow are, but by
the free voices of the people and of the elergy, with ibe
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congent of the emperor, and not by a few conspiving car-
dinals, closed up in a corner, as they now are.

And yet if there were no other differzice in the matter,

bat enly corruption of life, all that, we would impute to |
he shoult be taken for a trac bishop, whone the clergy

Jthe common frailty of man, and charge them no farther

than we moight charge ourselves. Now over and zhove
thie deformity of Life, we have to charge them in grenter
points, more nearly tonching the eubstantial grourd of
the church, as in their jurisdiction preswmpbucusly
usurped,—in their e falsely grounded, —and in their
doctrine heretically corrupted.  Inall which three points
€lis laler cunrch of Bome huth wiferly sepatated itself
from the nature of the anvient church of Rome, and they
byve cracted to themselves a new church of their owa
making, usurping & jurisdiction never known bLefore to
taeir ancient predecessors.  For althongh the chareh: of
Roine in the primitire time had its due autharity, among
other patriarchal churehes, over such cherches as were
within itz boundary ; yet the plenitude of power, spiritual
aud lemporal, in deposing aug dispensiog matbers not be-
longing to the pope, in taling appeals, in giving elections,
investing in lbenefices, in ezempting himself from ohe-
dignee snd subjection to his ordinary magistrate, was
Bever received in the old Roman ehureh.

For although Victor, bishop of Rome, {A. I 204},
wenl to ex¢ominunicate the Kastern churches, for the
chservation of Easter doy : yet neither did be proceed
therein, nor was he permitted by Ireneus to dosp,  And
although Boniface 1., writing tothe bishaps of Carthage,
required of themn to zend thelr appeals {o Rome, alleging
the deeres of the Nicene ceuncd for Lis authority: the
bishops and ¢lergy of Carthage assembling in a general
coanzil {ealled the sixth connedl of Carthage) to the nam-
ber of twa hundred and seventeen bishops, after they had
peruzed the decrces of the Nicene sonuneil, and fownd no
such matter a5 Boniface alleped, made a decree, that none
of that country should make any appeal to that see, &e.
And what wonder if appeals were forbidden then to be
made to Rome, when here in England the kings wonld
not permit any to appeal to Rome, before the time of
Henrr 11. ¢ And elso in France the like prohibitions
were expressly made by Lows IX., (A, D, 1268), which
did forbid by a public instrument, sll exactions of the

ape’s court within that realm. Also King Philip
{&. 0. 1296), not cnly restrained all sending of his sab-
jects to Rome, but alao, that nn money, armour, or sub-
sidy should be transported ocut of his kisglom. Alsa
King Charles ¥., and his son Charles ¥I., punished as
traitors certain perscns for appealing to Rome.  The like
resistance was also ragde in France, against the pope's
reservations, preventions, and other like practices in the
days of Pope Martin V., also when King Henry ¥I, in
England, and King Charles ¥IL. in France, did both
agree with the pope, in investing and in colletion of Lene-
fiees: web notwithstanding the high courh of patrliement
in France did not admit the same, but still maintained
the old liherty and enstoms of the French clureh.  Inso-
nmuch that when the doke of Bedford came with the king's
latters patents to have the pope’s procurations and reser-
vationg admitted, the court of parliameent wonld notagres
to the same, {A.D. 1425}, I the days of King Charles
VII., wae zel forth in France, TAe Progymalic sarciion,
as they call It, against the annates, reservations, expecta-
Hivea, and other procesdings of the popes, (A. D. 1438),
Wherefore what wonder if this jurisdiction of the pope’s
ceort i excommunicating, taking appesls, and giving of
benelices, was not vsed in the old cherch of Bome, when
in these latter days it has been so mmch resisted.

And what shenld T may of the form of elections now
wsed in the church of Rome, being quite changed from
the manmer of the old chureh of Lheir predecessors ¥ For
in those anciect days, when the church remaioed in the
apostles only, and a few other disciples, the apostles then,
with prayer and imposition of hands, elected bichops end
ministers; as by the apostles James was noade bishop of
Jerusalem, Paul elected Titus to Crete, and Timothy to
Ephesus.  Alse Peter ordained Linus and Clement in
Rame, &c. After the time of the apostles, when the
charch began to maltiply, the election of bisheps and
minigers stoed in the clergy 2od the people, with the

CHURCH OF ROME THAT NOW IS,

eonsent of the chief magistrate, and 50 continued during
all the time of the primitive church, till the time of Com.
stantine, who (25 write Platina and Sabeliicus), published
a low concerning the clection of the Roman hishop, that

and people of Rome did cheose snd eleet, without
waiting for any suthority of the emperor of Copstanti-
nople, or the deputy of [taly: as the custom bad ever
been before that day.  And here the bislops began frst
to extricate their elections and thelr necks, a little from
the emperor's subjection.  But there are meny ressons,
rather to think this constilution of Constantine forged and
untrug: for it 1s taken out of the pope's hibrary, a suz-
pected place, and collected by the kaeper of the pope’a
library, a suepected autbor, who carefully compiled
whatever feigned or apoeryphel writings he eould find in
the pope’s chest of records, making any thing on his
master’y ide,

And as in elections, 20 also in judiciary power, in de-
clding canses of faith ond of disciplme, the state of the
church of Rone new lws no contormity with the old
Roman chureh.  For then bishops dehated all canses of
faith only by the seriptures ; and other guestigns of dis-
cipline, they determined by the canons, nat of Ehe pape,
but of sech as weve decroed by the ancient couneils of the
church., Whereas now, both the rule of seripture, ani
sanctions of the old couneils are sut aside, aud all thiugs
for the mpst part, are decided by certain new and extrn.
vagant constitutions, compiled 11 the pope’s canen law,
sud practised inhis courts.

And wherveas the old ordinance, a5 well of tie common
law, as of the sacred eouncils and mstitution of ancient
fathers, have given to bishops, aud other prelates, alse to
patrons, and doctors of eeclesiastical benefices, cvery one
within his own precinet and deminion, alzse to cathedval
chuarches end othevs, to have their free elections, dispos-
jog all ecclesiastical benefices whatever, after their own
witls, as appeaveth by the first general conncil of France,
by the first general council of Nice, (cap. .}, by the ge-
neral conneil of Antioch, (cap. 9).  And, hikewise, beside
these ancient decrees, in more leter years, by Louis IX, of
Franee, in his constitution, made and provided by foll
parliement against the pope’s exsctions, (A. D. 12283,
in these words: * All exactiona and oppressive burdens
of money, which the conrt of Rome hath lald upon the
churgh of cur kingdor, (wherehy our said kingdom hath
been, hitherto, miserably impoverished) or hereafter shull
imposge or lay upon ue, we nttecly discharge and forbid to be
levied or collected hereafter for any manmer of cause, un-
less there come some reasovable, podly, and most urgent
and inevitable necesepitr ; and thoat alsn, not tg he done
without the express sl voluntsty commandment of us,
end of the church of the same oor foresaid kingdom, &c.™
Now, cootrary to these express decrees of gereral coun-
#ils and econatitntions, this later church of Rome, dege-
nerating from all the steps of their elders, have taken upon
them, for their own advamtage, to intermeddle in dispos-
ing churches, eoleges, monasteries, with the eollations,
exemptions, election, goods and lands to the sawe be-
longing, by reason wheresf have come in theas impropri-
ations, frest-fruits, and reservations of benefices, to the
miserable despoiling of parishes, and great decay of
Christiag faith, which things amomg the old Homan
elders were nerer known.

Likewise, advowsons und pluralities of benefices were
things then as much waknown, as now they are pernicions
to the church, taking away from the flock of Christ all
free election of ministers.

All these inconvenienees, as they first came and crept
in by the pretecded authority abuzed in this lutee ehurcly
of Rome: soit cennot be denied, but the later church of
Rome bas taken and atiributed to itsel§l muck more than
either the Iirnits of God’s word do give, or stand with the
exaruple of the old Bomawn clureh, in these three things s
wiereof, a3 mention has before been made, so 1 will briefly
réecapitelate the same.

The first is this, that whatever the scripture gives and
refers, either to the whole church universally, or to every
particular church severally, this chureh of Eome arvogates
ta itself, abselutely and only, both dping injury to other
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churehies, and alse abusing the reriptures of Gad.

For [ both pope and people of Rong, tnok Uwir Taws of the

althowmeh the seripture glves aatharity to bind and loose, | emperors, and subinitted to thewn, not oulrin the time of

it Yimibs it nsither to persou or place, that iz, neither to |
the city of Rotne ondy, more thay to otler eities, nor to |

the see of Peter more than to other apestles, but gives it
clearly to the church, so that wheresoever the frue church
of Christ iz, there is annexed power to bind and loose,
given aod taken mercly as from Chost, and not mediately
by the pape.

Tke second point wherein Ehis present church of Rogme
shuzes jurisdiction, contrary o the seriphurs and stepe of
the old Rowman chureh, i3 this, it extends her authority
further and more wraply, than eithee the warrant of the
word, or example of time will give.  For although the
chuceh of Rome has {as other pacticulne chureles have)
authority to bind aid absolie, vet it bas nosuch anthe.-
rity to absclve subjects frow there qath, subjection, and
loyalty to their rulers and magistrates, to d:spense with
perjury, to densunce remission where 00 eBrnest repent-
ance 15 seen before, to number remission by duys and
years, to dizpense with things expressly forbidden in the
word, or to restrain that which the word makes free, to
burden censciences with constitutions of men, to exeom-
ruunieate for worldly malters, as for breaking of parks, for
not ringing of bells at the bishop's coming, for not bring-
ing litter foo their horse, for nob paying their fees and
rents, for withhelding the church goods, for holding en
their prince’s side In prncely cases, for not going at the
rpope's commardment, for not eping to the pope's
clection in wuother prinee's kingdom, with other such
things, more and more vain than these, &z, Again, al-
though the seripture pives Jeave and authority to the
Lishep and church of Rome, to rutisfer sajcraments: yeb
it gives oo anthority to teele sarvamants, much less to
toorship soeraments.  And though theic authority serves
to baptize men, yet it extends noi to christen bells @ nei-
ther have ther anthority by the word of God to add to
the word of God, or fake fromn the same, to set op un-
wiltien tensts vader pain of damnation, fo make other
articles f helief, to institute strange worship, otherwise
than he hath preseribed, who hath teld ws how he would
he worshipped, &c.

The third abuse of the pope's jurisdiction stends in
thig, that asin spiritaal jurisdiction they have vehemently
exgesded the bounds of scriptnee, 56 they have fmpu-
dently interineddled themselves in temporal jarisdiction,
wherein they had nothing to do. Incorauch that they have
trapeferred their empire, they have deposed empercrs,
kings, privces, rulers, wod secators of Rome, and set up
others, or the same apain mf their pleasure; they bave
prociaimed wars, and have warred themselves. Andwhere-
as emperors in aucient fimes, have dignited them with
tidles, have enlarged them with donations, and have given
them confirmation, they, like nngrateful clients to such
bentefactors, have afterwards stamped upon their necks,
have made them ko hold their stinups, some to hold the
bridle of their horse, and have cansed them to seek their
canfirmation at their baud ; moreover, they have extorted
ince their own hands the power and jurisdiction of both
the swords (spiritual ang temporal power), especially
sinca the dwe of Pape Gregory VI, surmamed Hids-
brand ; which Hildebrand deposing the emperor Henry
IV., made Lim give attendance at his city gale. And
after him, Pope Boniface VILI. shewed Liunsell to the
peaple, on the frzt day like & Bshop, with his keys be.
tore him, end the next dwyin his imperial robes, and
having a naked sword carried hefore him, like an em-
peror, {(4.10. 1208.) And for so much es this inor.
dinate jurisdicticn has oot only been wasd by them, but,
also, o Ebis day is maintained at Rowe; Lot us there-
forg, now compare har to the old manner in times pest,
meaning the primitive age of the church of the Romans.
Wheretn the old bishops of Rowme, as they wore then
subjeet to their emperor, so were other biskops of other
oations in like manner sabject every one to his own king
and prisce, acknowledging thew for their lords, and
were ordered by their authority, and obeyed their laws,
and that wot vndy in ¢ivil causes, but alio ecclesiastical.

Thus was Gregory L {(the Great), sabject to Mauree,
and to Fhocas, althorgh a wicked emperor.  So, also,

klonories, ax hundred years after Constanting the Great,
but also in the time of Marcian, (A- 12 431}, and to the
time of Justintan and of Charlemagne.  Io all which
period the imperial {aw did rulc and Gind in Kome, bath
in the days of Justinian, sl one hundred and &ity years
afrer ; whereby it may appear false, that the city of
Rome was given by Constantine to the bishop of Rome;
for Vope Bomilage E., writing to the emperor Honosina,
calls Home the emperor’s city: apd the emperor Lo-
thaire appointed mapistrates aud laws in Rome.  More-
aver, that both the hishop of Rome, and all ether eccle-
stastical persons were in former times, and cught to He
subject to thelr emperars and lawtul napistrates, in
caures 45 well spiritual as civil, by many evidences may
appear, taken oat hoth of Gald’s dw, and man's law.
And first, by God's law, we have the example of godly
King David, who numhered all the priests and levites,
and disposed them intp Gwenty-four orders or courses,
appointing them continually to terve 1o the ministry,
every ope in his proper order and turn @ which instite.
tion of the dlergy also, good King Hezekiah allereards
renewed, of whom it is writteo s ' He did that which was
right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Da-
vill his father did: be removed the high places, and
brake the imeges,” &c. B Kings, x+iii. 3, 4. The said He-
zekizh alsn reduced the priests and levites inte their
orders as preseribed by David, to sarve every one in his
office of ministrabion, 2 Chron. xxxi. . And this order
from David still contnoed till the time of Zocharias, at
the comingof Christ, who wasof the eourse of Abia, which
was the eighth order of the priests appointed to serve
in the tabermagle, Luke i. 5. To pass aver other lighter
offices, such 2= goneerning the ordering of oblations in the
temple, and the repairing of the house of the Lord, we
find Solomen displacing Abiathar the high priest by his
kiogly power, and placisg Zadaok in hds stead. 1 Kiogs,
ii. 27,  Also, his dedicating the tewmple of the Loerd with
al] the people, and blessing all the cougragatioa of Israel,
1 Kings, vlii. 3. Judas Maccahens also elested priests,
such as, beluvg without spot, bad a zeal to the law of
the Lord, te purge the temple, which the idolatrous Gen-
tiles had before profaned, 1 Mac. iv. 42.

Also, King Alexander, writing to Jonathan, appointed
him chief priest, 1Mae. x. 20. Pemetriuz ordained
Simon and Alchinus in the. like office of priesthood.
Jehoshaphat likescise, set judges in the whole land ; so,
also, in Jerucalem he appolnted levites and priests, and
the chief of the fathers of Israel, to heve the hearing of
causes, and to minister Judgment gver the people,
2 Chrop. xir. 8, By these and many others, is to be
seen, that kings and prioces in the old tme, Led the
dealing in ecclesiastical mstiers, as in calling the pespla
to God’s service, in cutting dewn groses, in destroying
images, in gathering tithes into the howse of the Lovd, i
dedicating the tecple, e blessing the peopls, In cagting
down the brazen serpent, in correcting and deposing
priests, in constituting the order and offices of priests, in
commanding such things as pevtained to the service and
worship of (od, and in punishing the contrarg, &e. And
in the New Testament, what mesns the example of
Christ Limsclf, hoth giving and teaching tribute to be
given to Cesar? to Cresar, [ any, and not to the high-
priest.  What mean his words o Filate, not denying
pawer ¢ he given to him from akove?

And again, declaring the kings of nations ta have do-
mioion over them, aed commanding his disciples not to
da so, giving us to wnderstand the difference between tle
regulation of his spiritual kivydom, and of the kingdoma
of this world, commamding all states to Be subject nnder
the yulers and magistrates, in whose regulation is domi-
nion and subjecton. Whersunto sccords alse the doe-
trine of St. Paal, where it is written : * Let every soul
be cubject unta the higher powers,'”” Rom. mii.; uoder
whose obedience, neither pope, cardipal, patriarch,
bishop, priest, friar nor monk, is excepied or exempted.
In like ggreement with the holy apostle 5t. Faul, joina
alse St. Peter @ * Submit yourselves to every crdinance
of man, whether it be the king, as supreme, or uato
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governara, ™ Re, 1 Pet, 11, 13, Xet any man now judge,
whether the pope has not Jene open wrong to the em-
peror, in rajsing himself ahove the jarisdietion of bis
lawful prince and magtstrate.

And as it is proved by God*s law, that all ecclestastical
persons gwe subjection to their lawfal princes, in mat-
tors temporal as well as epivitual ; =p no less may it
be inferred cut of man's law, and the examples of the
oldest fathers.  The popes’ decrees and canons are full
of records, testifying how tle ancient church of Rome,
not only received, but elso required of the emperers,
laws wnd constifutions fo e made, touching not oniy
sucl couses, boet alzso euch petsona, as woere ecclesiasti-
cal. Boniface I. bizhop of Rome, sot an hnmble sup-
plicstion o the emperor, to provide some remedy sgadnst
the ambitions contentions of the clergy coneeming the
bisheprick of Bowe.  Honorlus, at his request, dirested
and establisked 2 law, that none should Ye made biszhop
of Rome through pnbition, charging all ecclesiastical
ministers to cease from ambition ; appointing, moreover,
that if two wers elected together, neither of thera shounld
be taken, but the clecticn to proceed to another, to be
chosen by a full consent of voices,

To this 1 add, elsa, the law and constitution of the
smperar Juslinian, ratified and renewed afterwards in the
conncit of Parls, where all bishops and prigsts are ex-
pressty forkidden &6 exeommunicate any man, before his
canse was known and proved to be snch as the ameient
canons of the church would have him to be exeormmoni-
cared for. The same Jeetinian, morecver, in his laws
and constitutions did dispose and ordain in chureh mat-
terg, so as to have a determinate number of churchmen, or
clecka fa eburehes, (Const. 3}. Also,concerning monasbe-
rieaand monks,{ Censt. 5). How bishops and pricsts should
be ordeined, (Const. §). Concerningthe removing of ecela-
siastical pereons from one church to another  Alse, that
the holy mysteries should not be done in private honses ;
s0 that whoever should attevapt the contrary, should he
deprived, {Covst. 57}. Moreover, concerning clerks
leaving their churches, {Const. 58). Alsc, concerning the
order and manner of funerals, (Cogst. 53). And that bi-
shops should notkeep away from their fock, {Conat. 67 ).
And {Const, 123}, apreeabie to the dectrine of St
Psul, be commands all bishops wnd priests fo sound out
their service, and to celebrate the mysteries, not in 4
secret manner, but with & lowd voice, so that every thing
which was eaid and done, wight not only be heard, but
#lso be understosd of the farthful people, whereby it is to
be gathered, that divine pravers and service was then in
the sulzar tongug,

And as Justinian, pnd other emperors iv those days,
hat the jurisdicton snd government over spivitzal mat-
ters and persons, so, also, the like examples may be
Brought of other kings ic other countries, who had no
less anthority in their kingdoms, than the emperors had
in their empire. As in France, Clovis swimmoned & coun-
cil of thirty-three bishops, af which thirty-thres canony
were ingtiluted concerning the government of the chureh,
Charlemagne calfed five syuods, one at Mentz, the se-
cond at Rome, the third st Rhemes, the fourth at Cabi-
lone, the fifth at Arelate, where zundry ordinances were
given fo the clergy, abont eight handred and ten yeors
after Christ. He also decreed, that only the canonical
books of scriptare, and none other, should be read in the
charch ; whick befors had also been decreed (A, [.417),
in the third general soomeil of Carthage.

Bloreover, he instrueta end informs the bisheps and
priests in the office of presching, desiring them not to
saifer any to preach to the people any new doctrine
of their ewn invention, wot agreeing with the word
of God ; and that they themselves will both preach such
things as Jead to sternal life, and slso et others to do the
SAME.

Also, the sid kings and emperors forbade that auy
freemgn or citizen should enter into the monestic life,
without a license of the government having been ohtain-
ed; for whick they gave two ressons: first, that many
ot for mere devotioh, but for idleness, and avoiding the

g wars, gave themeelcen to religion: for that many

ware ily circomvented and deluded by sabtle covet-
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vug persons, who sought to get from them what property
they had.  They also furbade that any young children or
bars =hemld he slaven, or enter into any profession with-
out the will of their parents; and that no young maiden
showld toke the veil or peofession of & nun, before she
rame to sufficient years of diserstion, =0 as to discern
and choose what she should follow.

Moreover, Louis the Tious, before mentioned, with his
son Lothaive, among other ecclesiastical sumetions, or-
dained apodly Jaw, for lavmen to communicate the sacra~
ment of the hody and bloed of the Lord; and they al:o
enacted that no goods of the churell should be alienated.
Louis 11., the son of Lotheive, who seeceeded as em-
peror and king of France, ahout the year 343, caused
Pape Lea 1V. to be braoght before Wim, on a charge of
teeasme.  The pope pleaded his cause ot the bar, before
the emperor, and wos acquitted and released. Which
declarcs that pope: and bizhops all that time were o sub.
jection to their kings and emperors.

Moreover, Louds 1X, (4. D. 1220) made a law againsg
the pestiferous simony in the church 3 also far the main-
terance of the liberty of the church of France, and
established & Jaw or decree, ageinst the new ioventions,
Tesercations, preventions, and exactions of the esurt of
Rome, Fhilip I'V. (A. D 1303) also set forth a lew,
wherein was forbidden any exaction of new tithes and
firgt fruits, and ather unaccustomed collections to be put
upon the church of France. Clarles V. (A D 1U8S
by alaw conatwanded that no hishops or prefates, or their
offcials witkin bis kingdam of France, should execute any
¢ensure of suspense, or excomununication, at the pope’s
commandment, over or upon the cities or towna, corpora-
tions, or commong of hiz realm. Charies Y1 {A.D.
13HE) provided by 4 law, that the fruits and remts of
hanefices, with other pensione, and bishops' goods Ehaf
depatted, should no more be ezported by the cardinals
and other officials and coliectors of the pope unto Rowme,
but shenld be brought to the king, and so restored to
them ta whom they did rightly appertain.

The like may alse be proved by the examples of our
kings in England, a3 Offa, Egbert, Ethelwolf, Alfred,
Edgar, Canute, Edward the Counfesaor, Willinm the
Congueror, William Rufus, Hewry ., Henry 11., £l the
time of king John and after. Whose dealing as well in
ecclesiastival cases a5 temporal, is suficient to prove what
injure the pupes in these fatter days have done unto the
emperors, their lawfel governors and magistrates ; in
usurping such power and Jurisdiction over them, to whom
propecly they owe subjection, contrary to the steps and
example of their ancestors, the old Roman bishops
although it is mot to be denied, but that ecclesiastical
ministers have their power also commiited unto thera,
after their sort, in the Lord : yet it becomes every man
to kuow Lis own plane and standing, and to keep, wherein
his own precingt doth confine him, and not rashly <o
break out into other meo’s welks. Asg it iz not lawful
for a civi] magistrate to intermeddle with a bishop's or s
preecher's function : so it was oosesmingly aud an-
orderly that Boniface VIII. should have had carried
before him the ternporal mace and naked sword of the
emperor ; or that any pope should bear a triple erown,
qr take upon him like a Jord and king. Wherefore Let
every man consider the compass and limitation of s
clinrge, and excead no farther,

The third point wherein the church of Rome has
departed, is in the style and title anncaed 0 the bishop of
that see.  As where he &5 ealled pope, most holy father,
vicar general, and vigar of Christ, suceessor of Peter,
universel hishop, prince of priests, head of the church
unirergal, head bishop of the world, the admiration of the
world, neither God nor man, but a thing hebween both,
&e., far all these terms are given fo hiva du popish hooks,
Although the name pope belag a Greek name, which is ag
much as father, may seem wave tolerable, as having been
used in the old time among bishaps 5 for 0 Austin was
ralled of the cowneil of Africa, Jerome, Bonifare and
others ; also Cyprian, bishop of Carthare. Buat that
this r any of these ierms were so peculiarly applied to
the bisliop of Rome, that ather bishops were exclnded
from the same, or that any vne bishop above the rest had
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the name of Qecumendoal, or wniversal, or head, to the
derogation of other bishops, ia to he found neither in hig-
tories of the old fime, nor jn any examyple of the primitive
church.  Before the council of Niec, it is eviden: fhat
there was no respect paid to the church of Rome, but
every church then was roled hy her own government, till
the year 225. Then followed the couneil of Niee, where
it was decreed, that thoourhouk the whole chureh, which
was now far spread over all the world, certain provinees
or precinets, to the number of four, should be appointed,
every one to Bave its head charch, and chief tishop, who
were called metropoliten or patriarch, and had the over-
sight of such churches as did lie about Lim. Among
which patriarchs or metropolitans, the bishop of Rome
had the first place, the bishop of Alexandriz the second,
the Lishop of Antioel: the thivd, and the bishep of Jern-
salern was the fourth patriarch.  Afferward, in the num-
ber of these patriarchs came in also the bichop of Con-
stantinople in the roors of the hishop of Antioch, Se
that these four or five metropalitans oc patriarchs, had
their peculiar circuits and pre¢incts especially appeinted,
in such sorf, as ona of them should not deal within
snother's precinet; and also that there chould be among
therr an equality of honour. Again, spealing of the
said patriacchs oF primales, we read in the second and
third chapter of the council of Consiantinople, that
bishops should not invade the diccese of other bishops
beyond thelr bordera, nor confound together churches,
So.  Meoreover, the old doetors for the most and best
part, do accord in one sentence, that all bishops placed
wheresoever in the church of God, are of one merit, of
live booour, and all equaliy cuccessors together of ihe
apoatles,  Also, he that is the zuthor of the bodk called
Dionysius Areopagita, calleth all the bisheps of equal
order, and of like honour, &e.  All this while the bishep
of Rome was o patriarch, and & metropolitan or bishop of
the first see, but na oecumenical bishop, nor bead of the
universal church, nor any such matter.  Insomuch, that
he, with all other bishops, wag debarred from that, by a
plain decree of the couneil of Carthage, {Can. 3%, * That
the bishop of the first seat shajl not be called the prince
of priests, or the high pricst, or any sueh thing.™

And lest any here should take cceasion of cavilling, to
hear him caled bishop of the first seat, here i3 to be
expounded what is meant by the first seat, and why be
was 50 called : not for eoy dignity of the person, sither
of him =which gcceeds, or of him whom be i5 said to
sneceed, but only of the place wherein he sits, This fs
plainly proved by tha counell of Chaleedon, cep. 28.
Wherein is manifsatly declared the cause why the see of
Rome among all other patriarche? sess ia numbered for
the first see by the ancient {athers : for, saith the souncil,
our forefathers did worthily atéribute the chief degres of
honour {0 the see of old Home, becanse the principal
reign or empire was in that city, &, The same also is
canfirmed by Eusebize, declaring, that the excellzney of
the Rowan gmpire did sdvance the popedom of the
Romwan bishop above other chorches, &2, He says oo,
tkat the pouncil of Nice gave this privilege to the bishop
of Rome, that like as the king of the Homarg is named
empercr sbove all other kings, so the biskop of the same
ity of Rome should be called pope above other bishops,
&c. By these places, (and many more), it appears, taat
though these Htles of superiovity had been attributed to
the bishop of Rome, yet it remsins certain, that the said
hishep received that preferment by man’s law, end oot by
the law of God,

As touching therefore theee titles of pre-eminence, we
shall set forth and declare what history doth say in this
matter.  Firat, we shall sés what fitl=s the ¥ishop of
Rome takes and challenges o himself, and what is the
meahing of them. 2. When they firsk came in, whether
in the primitive Hwe or not, and by whom, 3. How
they were first giver to ths Roman bishops; that i,
whether of necessary daty, or voluntary devotion; and
whether in respect of Peter, or in respect of the city, or
else of the worthiness of the bichop which eat there.
4. Andif the sforcsaid nawes wera then given by ¢ertain
bishops, ante the bishop of Romes whether all the sald
names were really given. 5. Or whether they wera then
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recetved by ll blehops of Rome, to whom they wern
given, or whether they were refused by some. 6. And
finally, whether they ought to have been refused when
giren, or not,

And first to begin with the namea and titles now
claimed by end ptbributed to the bishop of Rome, that is,
the Chicl Priest of the World, the Prinse of the Church,
Bishop Apestolical, the universal Head of the Church,
the Head and Bishop of the Universal Church, the Soc-
cessor of Peter, most holy Pupe, Viear of God on Earth,
neither God nor man, kot a mixed thing between both ;
the Patriarch ovr Metropohtan of e Churek of Rame,
the Bishop of the first Ses, &c. Unte which Heles or
styles is annesed m triple orown, a friple crosz, twe
¢rosa keys, 2 naked sword, seven-fold seals, in token of
the seven-fold gifts of the Holy Ghost, having the
plennry fulness of power, s well of temporal as spiritual
thipgs in his hands: tkat all things are his, and that
all suck princes as have given him any thing, have given
hiw but hia ovn, having at his 1l and pleasure to preach
indulgences, and the oross against princes: and that the
emperor and certain other princes, onghf to make fo him
confession of sehjection at their coromation; having
authority to depoae, and that he has deposed emperors
and the king of France: also to sbsolve the sohjectz
from their alleginnee to their princes : whom kings have
served for foot-men to lead his herse, and the exapernr to
hold bia stirrup; that he may sod dees give power to
bishopa upon the bodies of men, and has granted them
to have prisons; withoub whose authority no geperal
council has any force ; and to whom appeals in all
manner of stused may and vught to be made. That his
decrees are equal with the decrees of the Nicene council,
and are to be observed and taken in oo less force than if
they had been confirmed, with the heavenly voice of St
Peter himsali. That the bishop of Rome may dispense
above the law, and of injustice make justice, in correcting
and changing laws, for he hee the folness of power.
And if the pope do lead with him Isnumerable souls by
Apcks iato hell, yet no man must presume to rebuke his
faults in this world. And, that it stends wpon necessity
of salvation to helieve in the primacy of the see of Rome,
and to be subject to the same, &c.

Now let us see whether these names and titles were
ever attributed to any in the primitive time of the
bishap of Rome. If our adversaries, belng convicted by
plain evidence of history, and example of time, will
sield unto ua (a3 they needs must) in part, and not iz the
whole ; let us come then to the purticulars, and see what
part they will defend, apd derive from the encient
caston of the primitive church, (that is, from the first
gix hundred years, after Christ). Firstin the Council
of Nice, which was in the year 325, end in the sixth
canon of the said council, we find it 50 decreed : thatin
evers province or precinct some one churck, and hishop
was gppelnted to have the inspection and government of
other churches about him, after the ancient custom, as
the words of the counci! do purport: so that the bishop
of Alexandria shonld have power of Libya and Pen-
tapolis in Ezypt, inssmuch as the bishop of the city of
Rome has the Jike iz the same mapnér.  And 50 as also
in Antiock and in other conntries, let every chorch bave
itg due honour, upd consequently that the bishep of Jeru-
salexn have his dug honour, so that such order be kept,
that the metropolitan cities be not defranded of their
dignity which to them is due and proper. In this
couneil, and in the sama sizxth sad seventh canons, the
bishops of Alevandriz, of Rome, and of Andoch are
joined together in like menner of dignity, and thera
appesrs no differenca of honowe to be thevein meant;
&lso there immediately follows, that no hishop should be
made without conseat of their metropolitans, yes and
thet the cty alo of Jerusalem should be under ita
metropolitan, and that the metropolitan should have the
full power to confirm every bishop made in his proviose.

After this followed tha sixth eouncil of Carthage,
{A.D. 420,) ot which wers nssembled two hundred amd
sgventeen bishops, smong whom were Augustine, Pros-
per, Drosivg, and divers other fumous persons. This
conncil continned for the space of five years, at which
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there was great contention about the supremacy and
joristiction of Rome. Zosimus, the Roman bishop, had
reezived futo the communion of the chureh without any
examingtion, one that came to complain to him from
Afriea, named Apiarius, a priest whom the metropolitan
with the council of Africa had worthily excommuaicated.
Upen this, Zosimns, sfter baving received and shewed
favour to Apiorius, who had appealed to him, sends to
the council bis raessengers, with these requests: that
Aptarias, whom he had abselved might be reeeived of
thew again, and that it miglt be lawful for bishops or
priests ro appeal from the seatence of their metropoli-
tang, and alse of the eouncll, to the see of Home; that
if any priest or deagon were wrongfully excommunicated
by the bishops of thelr own province, it should be lawfel
for them to remove the bearing and judging of their
caust to their neighbouring hishops; awd that Urhan
their bishop. should either be excommunicated, or sent
to Rome, unless be wonld corract those things that were
to be corrected, &g,  For the proof whereof, Zoshous
alleged the words {as he pretonded) of the Nicene couneil.
The councii of Carthage hearing this, and remembering
ne such thing in the couneil of Nice, and yet not sus-
pecting the hishop of Rome, tv dure wrongfully to falsify
the words of that ecuncil, writes to Zosumnus, declaring
that they never read, in their common Latin cepy of
the Nicene conneil, any such canon, yet for guickness
sake, they would chserve the same until they might
provure the original copies of that counct to be sent to
them from Constantinaple, Alexandria, and feom Antioch.
In lixe effact afterward they wrote to Pope Boniface L.,
whe succeeded Zosimus.,  And thirdly, also to Celestine,
whe shortly efter succeeded Boniface.

In the meantime, this council sent to Atticns, patriarch
of Constantingple, and ¢ Cyril, patriarch of Alexandria,
for the authentic copies in Greek of the Nicene council,
which being sent unto them, and they finding in the true
originals no such csaom, as the bishop of Rome had
falsely forged, they wrote a sharp letter to Celestine,
bishop of Rome, in which they styling him * brother
bishop,'* they declars to him, that they had peruszed all
the copies of the couneil of Wice, and could fird no such
canqn as he and his predecessors had falsely alleged, and
reciting the sixth canon, declared that the decrees of the
Nicene couacil had committed 2l and sicpulsr persons
ecclesiastival, as well bishops as others, nnto the charge
of their metropolitans,

Wherefore they declared that it was not convenient
1o bring their maotters over to Rome; neither was
it ks be found in the decrees of any council that any
legates should bBe sent from Rome to them, to decide in
thelr matiers. Aod they therefors exharted the hishop
of Rowme, nob to mtroduce the swelling pride of the
world inte the chureh of Christ, which church sheweth
and giveth the light of simplicity and of humility to such
28 love Ged, &c.  To these letters, morcover, it is signi-
Ged that Apiariug, whom the bishop of Rowe had ab-
golved and received to the commoumon of the chureh,
was afterwards found culpable, and therefore the council
proceeded against him, brought him to open confession
of Lis fanlts, and £0 eojeined him due penance for his
demerits, notwitbstanding the shsolution and ineonside-
rate clearing of the bishop of Rome before proceeding.

Yo short, out of this cowacil of Carthage these points
are to be gathered. First, that the bishops of Rome
were glad to receive such as came to them for succonr,

2. That their pride was increased thereby, thinking
and seeking to have all under their subjection.

3. To the intent to allure others to sexk them from
their being ready to release end acquit dhis Aptaring as
ghiltless, aithongh he was efterwards found colpable by
his own confession.

4. How that contrary to the acts end doings of the
Romish bishop, this councl condemued him, whom the
bishop of Home had absplved. little respecting the pro-
ceedings of the Romish chnreb.

5. How the hishops of old time, have been falsifiers of
ancient councils and writings, whereby {t may be sus-
pected, that they who were 1ot ashamed ta falsify and
torrupt the council of Nice, would not shek to abuse and

falsify the decretal epistles and writings of particular
bishcps and docters for their owa advantage, as they
have often done,

6. Iu thls council, whereat Augustine was present, and
where the president Aurelins was called Papa, the hisho
of Rome was culled expressly in their letfers merely
biskoy: of the city of Rome,

7. The domwinion of this Roman patriarch, in thia
ceuncil of Certhage, was cut so shart, that it was neither
permitted to them of Africa to appeal over the sea to
him, nor for him to zend over his legates fo them for
ending their controversies. By which it may suficiently
appear, that the bishop of Reme in those days was not
at all adwitted to be the chief of all other Lishops, nor
the head of the vniversal church of Christ on earth, e,

8. We hear in fhis council, couses or reasons given,
why it i5 oot nscessary, nov yet convenient for ali toreign
causes Lo be Drowght to pne universal head or Judge,

9. Lastly, by the said couneil of Carthage, we hear a
virtuous exliortation given to the bishop of Rome, that
he would not Induce the meek and homble church of
Christ to fume and swell with the pride of the world, as
bas been described.  In this, or i some other council of
Carthage, it was moreover provided by express law, and
also specified in the pope’s decrees, that no bishop of the
first seat, should be called the prinee of priests, or the
ehief priest, or any such like thing.

ot long before this council, there was celebrated in
Africa another cowcil, at which also Augustine was
present, where it was decreed under pain of excommuni-
cation, that no minister or bishop should appeal over the
sea fo the bishop of Rome.  Whereby it may appear thet
the bishop of Rome at this time was not universally
¢alled by the term of oecumenical or universal bizhop,
but bishop of the first seat; so that if there were any
preferment therein, it was in the reveréuce of the place,
and ngt 1o the authority of the person.

These titles then, as Bisbop, Metrapolitan, the Bishop
of the first See, Prizaate, Tatriarch, Archbishop; that is
to say, chief hichop, or head bishop to other hishops of
hia proviace, we deny pot that they wereim the ald Hime
applied, axd might be applied to the hishop of Rome, hike
a5 the same were wlso applied to otber patriarchs in other
chief eitics and provineca.

As touching the name likewtse of the bigh priest, or
high priesthacd, neither do ¥ deny that it has been
found in old monuments and records of ancient times :
but in such wise and sort as it has heen comimon to
bishops indifferently, and wvet singwarly atitributed to
goy one bishop or zee.

And thus much as touching the name or title of high
priest, or supreme bishap, Which title as I do not deay it
ta have been used in themanner and form sforesaid ; sodo
I deny this title, 25 it 13 now used in Rowe, to have been
used, or wsually received during all the primitive time of
the charch, that is, six houdred years after Christ ; afrer
the manner of that authovity and glery, which in these
days 1a used and ie given to the game; unti] the time of
Ptocas, the wicked emperor, which was after the year
608, Which title ua it is foo glorious for any onc bishop
in the church of Christ to use: £0 i it pot to be found
in any of the approved and west sncient writers of the
church ; namely these, Cyprian, Basil, Fulrentius,
Chrysostom, Jerome, Ambrose, Augustine, Tertullian :
but rather written against hy the same. And therefore
not without cause it is written and testified of Erasmus,
who speaking of the said name, denies plainly the same
to be heard of apwng the old writers.

The seme is also to be affirmed of other presumptaons
titles of like ambition, as the Hend of the Universal
Church, the Viear of Chyist in earth, Prinee of Priests,
with such like - which all be new found terms, strange
to the ears of the old primitive writera and councils, and
not recpived openly and commonly before the time of
Bouniface II1., and the Empercr Phocas.

Now remains the name of the pope, which being a
word which signifies as much as father, was then used,
not a8 proper oaly to the hishop of Rome, but common
1o all other hishops or personages of worthy excelleney.
But now this name is so restrained and ahused, that not
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only is it appropristed to the Uishop of Rome, Lot also
distinguishes the autherity and pre-emivence of thet
bizhap elone from all other bishops, fur which cause it is
now warthily come into contempt and exceration.

Although it cannot be denied, bot some in the primitive
time began privately to pretend to that yroud and wicked
tithe of upiversal bishnp, as Menna, el especinlly Jolin
patrtarch of Cromstentinople, who cdling o ¢cuneil at
Cpastantinople, went about to dignife his throne by the
can-cut of the conncil, and the pmperor of Constaznti-
nople, aud edtained the same: as apgwears in the fith
greersl eouncil of Censtantanple, act che first, where
both Menpa and alse John in tie said eouncil ara titied
“ Universal Farriarchs.”  Concarning which title al-
thongli it was then vsed in Constantinople through the
snfferance of the emperors, being then willng to hae
their imperial city advenced ; yet this title was not in the
rity of Rome.
only by man’s law. Neitber the Lishop of Reme, nor
any of ile Western churches did acknewledge, but
rather d4id oppose the same : nawmely, Pelagius 10, and
Gregory I., both bishops at that time of Rome. Pelaghus
writing to all bishops saps plainly in these words, * that
no patriaceh showld take the name of universality at any
tirue, because that if any be called universal, the name
of paudarch is derogatory from all other. But let this
be far from all faithfal men, to will to take that thing to
liim, whereby the hooour of his brethren 1s diminished.
Wherefore the said Pelagius charges all such bishops,
that none of them in their letters will name any petrierch
te be upiverszl.”  What can be more evident than these
words of Pelagiue, who was bishop of FRome aext belore
Gregory 2 {A.D. 383).  In Lke manuer or more phainlr,
and wrore earnestly writes also Gregory, proving that no
man ought to be ealled wniversal bishop.  Wih slap
words and rebukes, detesting the snne title, galling
new, foolisk, prouwd, perverse, wicked, prefine, und
that o consrnt unto it, is as much as to deny the fsith.
He added further and =aith, that whoever zoes akont to
extol himself ehove other bizhops, in 20 domy fudoweth
the act of Saten, to whowm it was not suficent to be
counted equal or Iike unio other angels.  In bis epistles
how oft dges ke repeat and declare the same to be directly
apainat the pospel, and ancient decrees of couneils ;
a#firming that nooe of his prodecessors did ever usurp
£o himaelf that stile ar £itle, and cooclodes that whoever
doth so, declares himself to be a forerunner of acti-
chriat, S,

But Gregory, confirming the senience of Felagios, had
no small coeflicts about this title, Loth with the patri-
grek, and with the emperor of Comstantineple. The
history s thus ; after Johy bad been made a patrizrch
of Constantinople, by his flattery and hrpocrisy, and had
obteined of the emperor to be extolied ebove other
bishops, with the name of universal patriarch, ani that
he would write to Gregory ther hishop of Reme, for his
eahgent concemivg the e, Gregory abiding still in
i3 copstancy, did set himeelf stoutly armivst the anti-
christian 1itle, and woald gmve it no piace. Gregory
pereeiving the Emperar Muaurice to be displeased with
litro ahone ehe matter, writes 1o Canstantina, the empress,
arguing and declaring in lisletters, that the pres unjiion
ancl pride of bim to be universal patcizrel. was balh
against the rule of the gospel, and deerees ot the canons ;
noncely, the sixth canon of the Nicene couneil, znd Hg
unovelty of that new found title to declare nothing el.e,
ut that the tme of antichrist was mear. Upen this
Meaurice, the emperor, taxing displessave with lom, ealls
home his saldiers fram ltaly, and invitcs the Lotnbards
against the Romans, whe, with their king, set upon the
city of Rome, and Lesiexed i for a whole seer, Gregory,
notwithstanding, still remaining in his former ¢onstaacy.
After these afflictions, Eulogius, patriareh of Alexandria,
writes to Gregory, and in his letters, names him universal

ope : which Gregoey refuses, and answers as follows :

" Beliold < in the preface of your episile directed to
me, ye have vaed a word of a proud nawe, calling me
unovecent pope, whick 1 yprar vour holiness you will cease
hereafter to do, for that is derogated from you, what-
sorver 15 attributed £o anciher more than right and rea-

And in Censtantinople it stead in force |
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som requireth.  As for me L ecck aob mice advsnesment
in words, but in manoers: nettber do T aecoun: that any
honpur wherein the hongar of uy brethven 1 522 o be
bindeved : for my honour 1 take to e the konowr of the
whiverent choseh o my honeor i the whole and perfart
vigour of my Lrethren. Then am 1 keocuared whep te
no man is denied the duehonour which to him belonzeth,
Fur if your bohiness call me univerzal pope, in <o Juing
vou deny sone=ed to be that, which ve affirm me o b,
universal : bat that Ood flid.  Let these words there.
i fore go, which do oethiag Lut puff op vanity, and wonud
charity, &e.”

It were too Iong fo #asect hieve all such Ietters of his
codcerning  this mateer, but these sholb ajppear weore
largely hereafter in tle Ledy of the listory, wheo we
come Lo the vear and fme of Gregory, which was well
[ nigh gix hundred venrs after Christ.  In the mean time

tlus iz soficieat to declare, bon the ehureh of Rome wth
¢ the form and manuer of their title of universal supra-
maey how wsed aud malntained. has wiierly swerved from
the ancient steps of the primitive ehvreh of Rome.

Now Iet us see what the adversary has to object azain
for the title of their nniversality, or rather singularity,

One ohjection of eur adversaries is this; although (say
therd no bishop of Rome wes ever called, of would be
called by the name of wniversal hishop, yet it follows
not, therefore, that they are aot, or noght not, to be beads
of the onivergod cherch.  Thelr reasen 15 this:

As St. Peter bad the charre of the whele choreh com-
mitted unts him, glthough Le were not calied eniversal
apastle

B¢ po more absurd it is for the pope to be called the
Lead of the whole church, aad to Lave the charge there-
of, cithough he he not exted nuiversal Divhep, &e.

T herein i= n denblz ustenth o be niotad < first, o that
they pretend Peter to Lathe head, and to bave the charge
of 1he ohole efured = i we Bk heee {clargs or head)
| for dowinion or mastevehip upen or zbove the chureh in
all cases jodictary, hoth spirrual and temporal @ for the
words of the Sneipture zre plain, © Kot as beiog lords
over God's lieritage, but being ensamples to the flock,"
1 Pet, v. 3; and ©* But ve shall not be so, hut be that is
greatest among you let him be as the younger, and he
that is chief as he that doth serve,”™ Luke mxii. 26,
Again, that the c¢horel is greoter, or rather the head of
Peter, it is clear, 1 Cor, dif, 22, ** Al things are yours,
whether it e Panl, or Apallos, or Cephas, or the world,
or death, or Yifz, and yon are Christ's, and Christ is
God’s,™ &c. In which words the dignire of the choreh
ny doubt i3 preferred above the apeatles, snd abeve
Cephas also.  Morepver, 22 the dignity of the wife iz
above the servant, so muostneeds the horour and worthi-
ness of the church (being the sponse of Christ} sur-
mount the state of Peter or other epostlea, which be Luk
gervants to Christ end to the church. The same Lord
that =ald to Peter, ** Feed my sheep,’’ seid alsy 1o the
other, © Gg and preach tidz pospel to all pations.'
And hLe that said o Peter, ** Whatsoever thon lonsest,™
siid alsg to the other, '* Whotsoerer yo rewit in the
varth.”  Moreover, if the watter go by preaching, Pavl
the apostie Baboured more therein, than ever did Peter
Iyy bis own confiession, 1 Cor. xv. 18 aleo suilercd more
far Le =ame, 2 Cor. =1, 253 noiiber was his doctrine
less gound.  Yea, and in one poitt bewent before Peter,
and was teacher and schoolmuscer unto Peter, whereas
Peter was by hia justly corrected, Gel. d. 11, Tarther.
wore, teaching is oot always nor in all thiogs & point of
masiership, but sometime: 2 peint of service, As if 2
Frenchman should Be put to an Epglishmen to teath
him Freneh, althowgh he excels bim i that kind of
Lkoowledge; yat it follows not, therefore, that he has ful-
ness of powec vpon bim, to appoiet his diet, to rule hig
bousehald, to prescribe hig laws, to stint his lands, and
such other. Wherefore seeing in travel of tesching, in
pains of preaching, in gifts of tongues, in largeoess of
commission, in operation of miracles, in e of voca-
fion, in veceiving the Holy Ghost, in vehemency of tor-
ments, and death for Christ's neme, the other apoittes
were nofking inferior fo Puler: why Peter then ahauid
cleim sny epeciel prevegetive above the rvest, I ungders

[




16 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE
stand nt cause, As, indeed, he never claimed eny: bat
the patrons of the apostolical see do claim that for bim,
which he never claimoed imself: neither if he were here,
would he less abhor it with soul and conscience than we
do new: end yet cur abborriog now is not for any malice
of person, or any ventage te ourzelves, but ooly the ve-
hemeney of trath, and zeat (o Cheist and to his Charch.
Moreaver, if these men would needs have Peter to be
the curatw awd overseer of the whole uuiversal clureh
{which was too mucl for one man to take charge of)
and to be prince of all other aposties, then would I fain
iearn of them, what means the right hand of fellovwship
between Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, mentioned Gal, it 4,
What taking of hands is there between suijects atd
their prince, in way of fellowship 2 Or where fellawship
is, what masterabip is there? Qr, again, what state of
mastership s it Tike that Christ would give to Peter,
who being indeed waster of all, took such litdle master-
shijp upen himself, and that vot only in inward affection,
but also in cubward act? Altheugh T am net irnorant
that Peterin divers places of the gospel hashis commenda-
tion, neither do [ deny Perer to be worthy of the same.
But vet these words of commendation give to him no
state of superiority, or juciudiction over all others, to
have rll under his sehjection.

They peoduce angther argument, proving, that the
hishop of Rome was entitled the liead of Christ’s church,
in the primitive tine.

St. Peter, they argue, was ecalled by the aneient
fathers, ead of Christ's church ;—And as St, Peter waa
bishop of Rome :(—Therefore, the bishop of Rome waa
called head of the chweeh in the old ancient time.

How can they prove that 8t. Peter, although he were
st Rome, and taught at Fome, sod suffared at Rome,
yet wag bishop and proper ordinary of that city of
Rome ! Ae to the places of the fathers, to prove this,
1 answer coneerning Orosius, Tertulliam, Cyprien,
Jerome, and Avgustine, that where they speak of Se
Peter's clair, or planting the faith at Rome, straights
way the papict arpues thereupon, that Peter was hishop
of Rome. Pur that does not clearly follow. Tor the
office of the apostles was to plant the faith in &l places,
end in every region, yet were they not Lishops in every
regton.  And ex for the chair, as it is no differance es-
sential that maketh a bishop {for se much as a doctor
way have a chair, and yet ke oo lishop] se they carmot
conclode by the chair of Peter, that St. Peter was
bishop of Rome. Al this proves no more, but that
Peter was at Rome, and there taught the faith of Chriet,
48 Poul Qid alsp, and peradveuture in a chair likewise:
yet we soy not that Paul swae therefore bishop of Home,
but that he was there ae an apostle of Christ, whether
he taught there etanding on his feet, or sitting In & chair.
in the Scripture commonly the chair significs dectrine
or judgment, as sifting also declares such as toach or
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jndge, whether they sit in the chair of Mases, or in the
chair of pestilence, Planting likewise is a word aposto-
licnd, and signifies not the office of a dishep only.
Wherefore it is no good ergument to say that he sate,
he taught, ke planted at Rome, his chair and seat was ag
Rome, and that, therefore, he waa bishop of Rome.

As for Abdias, Ado, Optatus, and others, I answer
witly this distinction of 2 bishop, which iz to be taken
sither generally or speciatly, And first, generally, n
bishep is he to whomsoever the public cure and chearge
of souls §5 committed, without any limitation of place.
And 5o the nawme of bishap is co-incident with the office
of apostle, or any publie pastor, doctor, or curate, of
the universal flock of Christ, And thus may Faul,
Peter, or any other of the apostlez be celled bishops.
8o alzo s Christ himself by express word colled bishop
and pastor, 1 Peter ii, 25, And thus may Peter well be
named a bishop. But this public and geners! charge
uwniversally over the whele, without limitetion, ceased
giter Christ and the apostles. For then were hishops
eppointed by places and provinzes, to have special over-
mght of sowme particular dock or province, ond &0 to be
resident ané attendant only upon the same.

The other view of this nama hishop, isto be taken after
2 more gpecial sort, wlhich is, when o persen ia aesigned
specially to some one certein place, eity, or provinee,
where he is bound to employ his office and charge, and
2o where else, according to the old canons of the
epostles, end of the conncil of Nice. And this bishep
differing from the other, bears the namo of his cityor
digecse. Jfiod thus we deny that Peter the apostle was
ever bishop elected, installed, or intituled to the city
of Rome. Andif Ade say thet Peter waa bishop of Roma
five and twenty yaara, until the last year of Nero, that is
easily refuted both by the acriptures and histories: for
50 we understand by the declaration of 5t. Paul, Gal. 11. 1.
that fonrteen years aftor hia conversion, St. Paul had
Peter by the hand at Jerusalem.

Moreover, Paul witnessea that the charge apastalical
was ¢pmmitted to Peter over the circumcised, Gal. i, 7.
Also, St Paul writing to the Romans, in his salutetiona
to them in Rome, makes no mention of St Tater, who,
doabtlese, should not have been forgotten, if he had then
been in Rome.!  Apain, St. Peter dating his epistle from
Babylon, was not then et Rome,?

Purthermove, histories record that Peler was at
Pontus five yeary, theo at Antioch seven years. How
could he then b five-and-fwonty yesrz st Romo ?
Finally, where cur adversary says, that St. Pater wua
there five-and-twenty veard, until the last ysar of Nero s
hew can that stand, when St. Peul suffering under Nero
wag put ko death the sare dey twelve month, that is,
& whole year after Peter?  But esprcially, how ngrees
this with Scripture, that Christ should make Peter en
apostle universel to walk in all the world? % Go ye into

(1) Berrow, of whoee celebrated ¥ Freailse of the Pope's Supra-
rasey,” Arvch Tilletsan eaid, “ He buth exhauwted tha ahdect
and heth gald eéncugh to llencs this eomtroversy for gvan,™ heas
thus expressed bisell on this point.

“ The disconrees of those men, have evinced that 1 2 hatd to
Asblgm Lo Hme when Pater wus ot Rome, eod tbet be conld nevar
Im; abide thera. For,

“The fdme which olf tredition asalgmeth of his golng to Rome,
Ik refected by divers learned mep, even of the Homan party.

= He was often in other ploces, semetimes al Serusatsm, some-
times al Antloch, somethnes el Bebylon, scemeélimes at Corintl,
pomeflereg, prodedly at each of those places upto which he di-
resteth his cetholle epistles,  Amwpg which, Epiphamiua saith,
thot Peter did oflen vlsit Pontus and Tithynie.

“ Amd thar he seldom was ue Rome, may well be eollectad from
Bt. Paul's writings, for he, wruing Gt different tines, one opietle
1o Rome ¢od divers epistles from Home, oo tiat bo Che Galutisns—
that to the Kphesiane — that to the Fhilliplans— and that to tha
Colossians add the Second to Timothy, deth never mencion him
sanding any Bclatfatlon o hlm or from kim.

¥ Particularly St. Peter wis not thers when 2 Paul mention.
ing Tiehicug, Cocsimue Arletorchos, Mercus and Jestus, sddeth,
' Thesw ofose my fellow-workers vato the Mugdon of God, have
been 4 comfort unto mie,* Cob. iv. 11.

“ He was nof there sriien 5t, Faol seid, © At my firet defense na
man gtopd with me, but wdf men forsook me’ 2 Tim. ir. i6

“He was not there immedmtely beforg St Paoly deaih, ' When
the tlme gf his departure woe ot hand,’ when he tellech Timathy
that * All the hrethren did selute Dim,* and waming divers of
them omitteth Peter, 2 Tim. It 210

" Which thiogs helng conddered, it lv oot proluble Bt Peter
wolld ffadre the Eplspope]l Chaly at Rm:n.} he balog Httle eocpable
to raslde thers, end for ched other ohedfol affaire woull hare
foroad bim o Iomva a0 great o chursh dastlicte of thelr pestor,

“ Had e done 8o, be fmust hove given & bad soamplo of non.
realdence, o practcs that would heve besn vory Ul rellshed in che
prmitive church.™

{23 It was durng the Jife of ogr Authar, John Fox, thet the
Rhemish Testnment was publlvhed, and though he Httla thoughe
thit the Paplss woold dentity Babelon wlth Rooowr, yet Lis
ffiete ond Monuments,? were gearccly Lefore the warld, when
the Rhenueh annotntete—(nd'ng 8o evidencs tn the Scriptutes to
prove that Poter wos ever ab Tomg —e did actuplly fuktan vpon the
gating of lus firat epletle from Habyion, aod oxpluin it as & wysdo
masa for Rome!

Carlrripht — who wat o contemporary of Fox, and wrots his
" Confutatiou of the Rhemdsts,” ¢ curdng the Lfetime af gur
Murtyrotorist, thue writes ;

* That Fater gat not 2t Rome {c confirmed in that Peter writsh
from Dubylon, which 1o be Babylon in Cheldes, end not In Italr,
this is &n evident regsan, for that this ¥abylon was v place of
principil dbods of the Jews, tawords whorn Pater's change sps
ciplly ley, Gai. i 7. Whereas af this tlme the Jaws wyrs oon
mffered to make their abode In Rome, Acts, wolli 3. Whene-
onto may be mdded that, writing w0 tha disperssd Jawn, and
making rehearssl of divers countrise whireln they wore, bo loavelh
out Chalden, which, copsldsring the greal numbers that pamaloed
there, stlll afear riturt toto Judea out of Captleley, by would

pever hava Jdone, unlein Chaldes wers the piacs from whenod he
wrote lte splstlos”—Cartwright in Ioe. (BT
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all the world,” Mark zvi. 15.; and 7 ye shall be wit-
nesses unte the uttermast part of the earth,” Acts i, 8,
And our papists would needs make him a sitting bishop,
and locate hiw at Rome. How wecord these—apostle
and dirkop—rto go and to sii—io all nations and af Bome
—tagether ?

Now, the second untrath in the argument is, that be-
cause Peter was the head of the church, therafare, the
pope must also be the head of the church, although he
was not called wniversnl biskop for 2 long time, But this
we deny, Tea, the matter denies iteelf by their own posi-
tion ; for the title of universal bishop was not received
at Romp, but refuzed to the time of Gregory; then it
must necessarily be granted that the bishops of Reme,
before Gregory, bad not the charge of the whole churel,
neisher cowld be admitted, Ly that reazon, to he heads
of the church. For,as there canbe na head but that which
izuniversal to thewhole body, 80 none gan have charge of
the whole, but he must needs be universal to all parts of
that whereof he has the charge, Wherefore, if a bishop
be he who has the charge of all souls in his diogese,
then he whose charge extends to all churches, snd whe
must render account far every christion senl within the
whole worid, to him eannet be denied the name of o
univereal bishop, having the office of & universal bishep.
Orifhe be not & univeraal bishoyp, he cannot then havethe
cherge of the whole, that is, of all the churches of Christ.
This word, universal, in the Greek writers, sipnifias that
whick we in cur Englizh tengue call cacholic; yet I sup-
pose cur adversaries here will not take vniversal in that
sense. For after that meaning, as we do not deny that
the bichaps of Romwe way be universal hishops, so
neither can they deny but other Bishops may alse be as
wniversal, that is, as catholic as they. DBut such a3 more
distinctly discuss this watter, define wniversal or ca-
tholic by three things, to wit, by time, place, and person.
So that whatever extends itself to all times, all places,
and all persoms, that is properly univessal or satholic.
And contrariwise, what is to be called universal or ca-
tholic, reaches to gll those three, comprehending all
ylaces, times, md persons, or else it i3 pot te be called
properly wniveraal or catholic. And thus there are
three things which most commonly we call catholic or
universal ; that i, the chureh whick is called the catholic
church ; faith, which is called the cathelie faith; & men
whom aleo we call a catholic man, becavse theae thres
extend themselves so, that po rime, place, Dor peréon is
excluded. Which three conditions, if they altogether
conenr in the charge of the bishop of Home, then iz it a
nniversal charge, and he & universsl bishop; if not,
then ia his charge neither univerzal, nor he the head of
the charch, nor yet universnl bishop. For how these
three can be separated, 1 canmot see, exceps they prove
it mors evidently than they have done,

And thus much to the obection of our adversaries,
arguing, that sz 5t. Peter, npt heing called universal
apuostle, was yet the head of the universal church; ro
the pope, elthough ke was nat first called universal
bighop, had, and migkt heve the charge of the whole
charch, sud was the wniverssl head of the same.

Qur adversaries, votswithstanding, da husy themselres
ta prove put of Theodoret, Irenens, Ambroze, and Augus-
ting ; that the see of Rome, having the pre-eminenee and
principality, hath been honcured above all other churelies;
erguing that Yreneus, Awmbrose, Auguvstine, and Theo-
doret affirm that the charch of Rome is the chisf of &l
other thurches ; and that therefore, the hishop and head
of that church is chief and head over ell bishops, and head
over all other churchea,

But this conelusion is to be denied, for the exeellency
of the church ar piace dosg not slwaye argne the excel-
leney of the minister or bighop, nor yet necessarily
causes the same. For in matters of the charch whick
are epiritual, all pre.eminence stands upon epiritual and
inward gifts, as f];iﬁl* piety, learping, and godly kmow.-
ledge, zeal and fervency in the YHolr Ghost, unity of
doctrine, &e. which gifts meny times way ercel in &
church where the minister or bishop is inferior to
bEishops or wminigters of other churches. As the most
farnoug school in 2 realm hag not always the most famons
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| schoolmaster, nor does it makee hira thereby moreexcellent
in learning thar all others. So if our adversariss do
roean by this pre-eminence of the church of Rome, such
inwarl pifte of docteine, faith, unity, and peace of reli-
gion ; then, 1 say, the exceltency hereof does not argue
the exceilency of the bishop. But bhare cur adversaries
wil reply aﬁaﬁn and say, thef the pre-eminence of the
church of Bore is pot meant Lere so much by inward
gilts and endowments belonging to a christion el
as by outward authority and dominion over other
churches, Whereto is ko be answered : what necessity
is there? or where did our pepists leam, to bring iute
the spiritue] church of Cheist, this outward form of eivil
policy? that, as the Roran emperors in times past
governed over all the world, so the Roman bishop nmst
bhave his menarchy upon the universal clergy, to make
all other churches to stoop under his subjection ! And
where then are the wordsof our Savionr i—% But it shall
not be 50 among vou.”  If they say thers must needs
be distinetion of degrees in the church, and supertoricy
must be granted for the discipline of the church, for
quieting af schisms, for setting orders, for commencing
cotvocations and couneils, Se.  Against this superiority
we stand not, and therefore we wield to our soperior
powery, kings, anpd princes, our due shedienee, and to gur
laweful governorsunder God ofboth governments, acelesias.
tical and tamporal, Alsointhe eeclesiastical stafe, we take
oot aeray the distinetion of degrees, such & are &p-
pointed by the priritive chrreh, or by the seripture al-
iowed, as patrinrchs, archbishops, bishops, miniaters,
and desrons. Lo which degrees, as we grant diversity of
office, 50 we admit diversity of dignity. For, ns we give
io the minister place above the deacon, to the bishep
shove the minister, 1o the avchbishop above the bishop,
g0 we see no cause of inequality, why one minister
should be ahove another minister; one bizhop in his de-
gree ebove anotlier hishep, to deal in his diocese; or ane
archbishop &hove another archbishop. And this is 1o
keep an order duly and truly in the church.

Now here joins the questipn between ns snd the
papists, whether the metropolitan church of Rome, with
the archhishop of the same, ought to be preferred before
other metropolifan churches and archlishops, through
universal christendom, or not?  Te the answeor whereot,
if the voice of order might here be heard, it would eay,
gtve to things that be equal and similar, equal honour;
to things onequal end dissimilar, unequal honour, &o.
Wherefore, reeing the see of Rome is & patrarchal see,
appointed by the primitive chureh, and the bishop
thereef and archhishop limited within his own border-
ing churches, which the council of Nice calls suburhan
churches, aa ather archhishope be; he enght, thersfore,
to have the honour of a1 archbichop and aneh outward pre-
eminence as ia due to other archbishope. [f he re.
quires more, he hreaks the rule efright order, he falls into
presunaplion, and dees wroog unto his equals ; and they
glao do wrong unte themeaelves, who, Feeding his ambi.
tion, give more to hin than the rule of order reguires.
For go noach a4 they yield to him mere than is his right,
so much they teke from themselves. And this ix
tke resson why both Gregery snd Pelagius reprehend
them, who gave to the avchbishop of Constantioople
that which now the bishop of Rome cloims to himself,
charging them with the breach of vrder in these words,
" Lest that while any singular thing {e given to one
pergen, all other priests be deprived of their duee bonour,”
And Pelagivs exhorts that no priest give to any arch-
bishep the pame of voiversal bishop, ¢ Lest in s¢ doing
he talde from himself his due honour, while he yields
that whieh is not due to another.” And alse in the
same gpistle, # If ha ba called the chief oniverzal po-
triarch, then is the rame of patrierch decogated from
othars,” &e. Wherafore, seging the bishop of Rome is
an archbishop, order requites that be should bave the
dignity which to archbishops is due ; whatever is added
more, is derogatory to the rest. And thos much coa-
cerning distinetion of degrees, and ordsr in giving to
evary degree his place and hononr,

Wherefors, even if it be ndmitted that the pope sits
and succeads in the chair of Pater end also that he is
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14 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE
the bishop of the gregtest eity in the would, yet it follovws
1ot that he should have rule and lordship over all other
bishops and ehurches of the world. For, first, toneling
the sueceasion of Peter, many things are to be con-
sidered :—

1. Whether Pefer sab and had his chair in Rome of
not?

II. Whether he sat there a5 an apostle, or as &
bishop?

IIY. Whether the sitting in the qutward seat of Peter
wmnakes suceessors of Peter ?

1¥. Whether he sits in the chair and seat of Peter
whe sits vot bu the doctrine of Peter ?

V. Whether the succession of Peter makes rather
an apostle thon a bishop, and so we should call the
pope the apostle of Rome, and not the hishap of
Rome ?

VI, Whether ecclesiastical functions ought to he
esteemed by ordinary succession of place, ot by God's
secret calling and sending ¢

VII. Whether it stand by seripture, that any sucees-
sion at all is appeinted in Christ’s chureh, or why more
from Peter than from other apostles #

AL which beingr well discussed, it would appear what
littie Teason the pope has to fake this state upon him,
above all other churches, In the meantime this one
arzument may suffice, instzad of many, for our adver-
saries £o apawer at their convenignt leisure.

All the true successors of Peter sit in the chair of the
doctrine of Peter, and qther apestles uniformly,—but oo
popes of this latter clureh of Rome sit in the chair
of St. Peter's and other apostles’ doctrine uniformly,—
and therefore no popes of this latter chureh of Ruyme
are the troe sacceasors of Pater.

And when they have well parused this argument, and
have well compared together the doctrine taught them
by St. Peter, wath the doctrine tanght new by the popes,
of justification of » christian-mae, of the office of the
law, of the strength end largeness of sin, of men's
merits, of free.will, of works of supererogation, of set-
ting up imeges, of seven sacraments, of auricular com-
fession, of satisfaction, of sacrifice of the mass, of com-
municating under one kind, of elevating and adoving the
sacramental elements, of Latin service, of invocution, of
probibition of meets and marriage, of vowing chastity, of
sects end rules of divers religions, of indulgences and
pardons: also of their docirine now taught concerning
magistrates, of the fulness of power of the sez of Rome,
with many other things like to these, then willT be plad
to hear what they shall say.

And if they would prove by Treneus, Ambrose,
Augustine, and Theodore, the bishop of Rowme fo be the
chiei of all bishops, hecause tha city whereof le is
bishep, is the chief and principal sbove all other
charches, it followsth no more than this :—

London is the chief atyinall Fogland ; and thereferethe
bishop of Londen is the chiefest of 2l biskops in this
realem,

Which argument were derogatory to the archbizhops
both of Canterbury and York.

Yea, to gprant yet move to onr adversarize, that these
fathers in giving principality to Rome, referred to the
succestion from Feter, 2od wot to the greatness of the
city : vet their argnment will fail if it be rightly con-
sidered ; thus,

The apostelical see of Rame, having suceesaion from
Peter, with the bishops thereof, was chief of all other
churches in the primitive time : therefore, the apostolical
sce of Romg, with the bishops thereof, having suc-
cession from Peter, ought now to be the chief of all
other churches.

Thia might follow, if the times were ke, or I soo-
veszion which gave the cause of pre-emivence, were the
srune now, which it was then,  But now the time and suc-
aession does not correspond, for then succession was as
woll in apostoelical dostring as in apostolical place. Now
the pucecasion of apostolical dectrine hes long ceased in
the apostolical see : and nothing remsing but only place,
which i8 the least matter of true spirimal and apostolical
sugoession.

CHURCH OF ROME THAT NOW I8,

Bezides thesa objections, our adrersaries object againge
uz examples of the priwitive tme of the church, festi-
moniss of gensral councils, and opinions of ancient
writera taken out of the hook of councils, and epistles
decretal, whereby their intent is to prove the foresaid
terma (of the head of the church, ruder of the thurch,
chief of all other priests) to be applied not oaly vo Peter,
but alse to the bishop of Rome withiv the compass of
the primitive time. To all which objections fully and
exacty to answer in order, would require a whale volume
by itself.  In the mesatime, leaving e rest to them, to
whore it mave properly apperteing, 1 answer with this
short distinetion these and all such like places where
St. Peter with hii suceessors are culled head of the
church, chief of bishops, prince of the apostles, &e.
In which places this word head, chief, and prince of the
apostles, may be taken two manosr of ways: to note
gither dominton or elve commendativn. TFor we rvead
enmetimes head and ekief, to be words not of authority,
but of excelleacy, whereby is declared the chief and
worthisst arong many, and not thepousessor and governor
of the whole. Like as in the persvn of man, the head is
the yrincipal part of the whale body, being eadued with
raason, and furaished with senses, by which the whole man
is direeted ; so there iz derived a metaphor, that to what
man nature ov condition kos given the preatest excellency
of gifts, he is colled Read or edigf.  And yet he has not
always dominion ar jurisdiction of the rest.  Se we cnll
in our commen speech those, the hesd or chief men of the
porish, wha for their riches, wisdom, or place, are mest
specially noted: after like phrase of speech we eall the
keac man of the imguest, him that has first ploce : and
ret neither of these huve any dominion or jurisdiction
over the rest.  ln o sthool the chief scholar in lesrning,
ia not therafore the masiecr or governor of lis fellows.
Neither has Cicers any title to claim sulyection of all
other orators, becauee he is named the prinee of elo-
guence ; and though Homer may be also culled prince of
poets, yet pocts owe not to Homer anything but fume
and praise.

And what if Peter be ealled and counted ag hend and
prioce of the apogtles, for hie excellenc fuith, for hia
divine confession, snd singuler affection to the Laord
Jesus : wet what right has he to challenge awlority
gver the apostles, or the pope afker him over all other
bighops and the whole church of Christ, even thaough the
pope should have the lixe excellency of Christ's fuith
which Feter had, ne would, to God he bad.

And if our advergaries provoke us to the numbering
of testimonies, and dividing the houec (speaking of the
writers and couneils of the primitive ags) for thouo tes-
timoniea atleged on their side, I conld recite out of the
witnees of dogtors, out of the examplee of councils, end
proctices af emperers, no less than sixty voices, much
more gpposed to their assertion.  But T refer it either tor
them tlat have more leivare at thia time, or elee omit it
to andther time, if the good pleasurs of the Lord shall
be to grant me further lsisure in snother hook to treat
thereof at large in guch ovder, as shall appear sufficlent
to prove by the doctors, gemerel councils, examplea
and histories that the bhishops of Roeme, during the
first five hundred years after Christ, althouph for tha
greatness of the empire, they were somewhal more mug-
pified than the others, and therefore were sought, and
were fattered, and they did set forll themselves mora
than they should ; yet by the common conseat of the
glurghes they were stopped of their porpose, so that
by the eonsent of the most part, within that age, tha
bishops of Rome hadl not this state of title, jurisdicton
and power which they aow usurp, but were tuken as
erchbishops of cqual honour, of egnal merit with other
srchbishops and rulers of the church., And if any pre-
ference was given to them nbove the rest, yet neither
wes it so giren by all nor by the most part; escondly,
neitber way it so given by them for any such oeceasity
of God’s werd, es did bind them therete, ner yet so
much for respect of Peter and hiz suweccssion, as for
certadn other canges and respects, a8 may be gatherad
to the number of thirteen.

I. The greatnezs of the city and monarchy of Rome.
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II. The antharity of the emperor Coustantine the
grear, the first of the emperors converted to the faith, and
ruling in the same city, by whom the universal liberty
of tug cherch was first promoted ; and the canses of
the bishops then at varianve, werc comnmitted partly to
the bishop of Kome, partly to other bishops near by,
to be decided, as appearz by Eoashiua. (lib. 10, cap. 5.)

I, The couneil of Nice, which confirmed the pre-
erminence of (hat church to have the oversipht of the
ehucches hordering about it.

IV. The unguiet state of the Greak churek, much
trou?led i those days with scers, fastions, and dis-
EZOSIOmE.

V. When synods were called by other metropolitans ;
then il the bishops of Romz chanced to he absent,
an] their sentznee, to be regamired, by the ocra-
zion thereof they begon at length to take their sen-
tence for & canos or mlz ecclesiastical, and to refuse
other synods, wheee their decree or sentence was not
required.

V. When any common mstter was in hand at other
places, whatever was dose, the manner commonly
was to write to the Homen bishop for his appro-
bation for public wnity and comsent in Christ's
church.

VIEL Also sometimes the testimeny of the Roman
bichop wag wont in those days also ta be deswred for
admitking teashers and bishops in other churekes.

WVIIT. Their senftence was oot only reguired,
but also often received by other bishops.  And
when bishaps of other provinees were st any dissen—
sioun among themselves, they of thelr own accord
appealed to the bishop of Rome, desirizg him to cite
up both parties, and to have the hearing and deciding
of the cawse, as did Macarins aad Hespclins send to
Julius, then Hishop of Rome, &,

I¥. Certain of the Arians veturning feom their
Ariagism, offered up and exbibited unte the bishops
of Rome their evidences af repentanse, aud weve re-
ceived sgain, as Ursativs and Valena did to Julius.
{Joarat, 1ib, 2, eop. 243

X. Gratian the empecor made a law that afl men
should refain  that religion which Damesos, the
bishop of Rome, and Peter, bishop of Alezandria, did
hold. (Sozam, Iih. 7, ecap. 4.}

KI. If it happened that the bizshop of Rome dis-
allowed the ordering of any minister or ministers, the
popes percelving bow dilizent and ready they were w
geek their favour, and to send up their messengers to
Rome for their purgation, tosk therchy no litile man.
mer of exaltation.  (Theedovet, lib. 5, cap. 23.)

XII. The bishopa of Reme lad also anotler art-
ful practice, that in sending out their letfers abroad
they were ever barping on the grestness of their
pame, and of their apostolie sze, and of the primacy of
St. Peter, their predecessor, and prioca of all the
aposties, &e. And this they used fo go in every letter,
whensoever they wrote to any, as appeareth in =l
theie letters desretal, namelr, in the letters of 3il.
tiades, Mareellus, and Morcus, &c.

XIil, If any of the Eastern church directed auy
writing to them, whereln soy sigoification was con-
tained of never so litHe revercrce given wotp them
{as learned wmen commonly use for modesty*s sake)
that wag taken by and by, ond construed for plain
aubjection end due ohedience,

Thos you have the firast sod original grounds, by
wmeany whereof the archbishopa of the Ramish sce
have achieved their prest kingdom over Christ's
church, firat beginning the mystery of their iniquity
by that which was modestly and veluntarily given
them ; afterward by use and custom claiming it ambi-
tiously of duty and service; and, lastly, holding fast
that which once they had got inte their posssssion,
Ao that now in oo case can they abide the birds to
call home their feathers aguin, which they aso long
bhave usurped.

And thus much concerning the life, jurlsdictiom,
end title of the Roman bishops; in oll which (a3 is
declared) they, and mot we, have fallsn from the pri-
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mitive chureh of Rome. To these T might sleo join
the manneer of governmant, wherein the Romish
bizheps havo no less altered, both from the ele of serip-
ture, and from the steps of the true church of Rome,
which government as 1t has been, acd ocught to e
only epiritual, yet has the bishop of Rome used it of
late years no ntherwite than an enrthly king or prince
hazs governed his reslm and dominions, with riches,
glory, power, terror, outward strength, force, prison,
cath, ezccution, laws, polieles, promoting his friends
to dignicies, revenging his affections, punishing and
correcting faults agatnst his person more than other
offencea committed against God. using and sbusing in
all these things the word of God fur his pretext and
cloak to work his worlély puepose; swherens indeed,
the word of God ministers no =uch power to spiritual
persons, but soch as ic spieimnial, according to the aay-
ing of the spostle: the weapens of our warfure, ars not
carnal, but spiridval; such as serve moi agzainst flevh
and blood, nor egainst the weak person of men, hut
against Satgn ond the gates of hell.

Wiluch weapons as they are all spiritesl, so ought
they, who have the dealing thereaf, to be likewise
spiritnal, well furnished with all sceh gifis and graces
of the Holy (Glost as ore meet for the governance of
his gpiritual church; with wisdéom and keowledge in
the scripture to imstruct the ignorant, with inward jo-
telligenre and foresight of the orafty operations of
Batan, with pfwer of the Spirit to resist the swe,
with practice and exipevience of temptations, to com.
fort: such as be aficted aud oppressed of Satan, with
heaventy discretion to discern spirits, aond troth from
unitowth, with judgment and knewledge of tonpoes and
learning Lo convict evor, with zeal of God glory,
with ferveucy of prayer, with patience In persesutiog,
with o wmind contented with all cases and states inei-
dont, with tears and compassion oo other men's gricts,
with stoutness and courage arainst proud and stour ep-
preasors, with hawidity towards the poor and miserable,
with che connsel of the Lord Jesus Ly bis Word aund
dpivit to direct Lim in all things, with strength against
ein, with Latred of this wovld, with the gilt of faith,
pewer of the kevs i apiritual canges, 25 to wiviscer the
ward, the swcraments and excompuunication when the
word biddeth, that the spivit may be saved, ued to recon-
cile pgain as cause reguireth, S, These and esuch Like
are the matters wherein donsist the smews and atrength
of the churel, ané for true governing the seme, Bat
contrary to these, the bishop and clergy of this later
¢hurch of Rome, vnder the name and preteace of Christ
and bis word, have for a loog Hime exercised nothing else
but a worldly dominion, eseking indeed their swan glory,
not the glory of Cheiat ; the riches of thisa world, net the
lucre of sowls; not feeding the Aock, Lot filling the
purse ; revenging their own wronge, ot neglesting God's
glory ; striving against mau only, and killing him, bot
not killing the vicz nor confuticg the error of man ;
strong egainst flesh and blocd, but weak ageinst the
devil; stout ageinst the simple, but meck against the
mighty; briefly de{og almost all things prepostergusly,
more like to secular princes than spiritusl pastora of
Christ's flock, with outtrard forcement and fear of pun-
ishment, with prisoning, funishing, heanging, racking,
drowning, beheading, slaying, murdering, snd buraing,
and warripg also : on the other side, with riches and
treasures, with gusrd acd strengrh of men, with conrt
and cardinals, with pomp and pode about them, with their
triple erowa, with the naked sword, with theic ordinary
Fuccession, with their lawe and exccations, thelr pro-
meotions and preferments, their hiddings and command-
inga, threatenings and resengings, &z,

In fine, to compare, therefore, the jmages of o
worldly kingdom, with this kiogdom of the pl:?e. Ehere 18
no difference, esve only that this kingdom of the pope,
urder bypoerisy, makes a faes of the spiritaal sword,
which {8 the word of God; but in wery deed doth all
things with the temporel eword, that is, with oubward
force, differing not from ¢ivil and secular government iu
any respeet or coaditdon. For ss io an earthly king-
dom, firgt thereiy a prinee or some chief magistrave 1p-
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pointed, having dominion gver his nobles and commons,
containing all his subjects under his statutes aod laws;
with which laws notwithstanding be dispenses at his
pleasure ; under whotn all other ioferfor magistrates have
their prder and plase appointed to rule over the subjects,
and vet 1o be gabjest tnder bim; so if tha state and
form of the popebe well considered, we shell see it diflers
nothing from the same, tut only in the names of the
persons.  In civil government, all subjection is referred
to gne head ruler, whose authority surmonnts all the rest,
and keeps them under obedience.  In Tike manncr, the
governinent of the popish chareh is committed to one
man, who, as chief steward, overseer, and vuler of Christ's
honsehold, e bis absence hath suprewe power over all
ennyches, bo direct oll the affairs thereof. Bat here stands
the difference, in civil policy be is called & king or prinece ;
here lie 15 calied a pope.

The king has pext wuto him his dukes and earls ; the
pope’s nobility stands in his cardinals and legates, who,
though they be no dukes in name, yet in porap and pride,
will not only give cheek to them, but alse mate ko Kings
themselves, if they might be suffered, as did Theodore,
Lanfrane, Anselm, Thomes & Becket, and so wouald
Thomas Wolsey have done, had not the king given him s
check betimes.  Tn civil policy, nett to dukes and earls,
tolloweth the order of lords, barons, knights, esquires,
gentlemen, with majors, sheriffs, constables, bailiffs,
wardens, &, The Like race Ia to be 32en also, althouph
umier other names, in the pope's poliey; of primates,
hishops, suffragans, provosts, deams, canons, vicars,
archdeaeons, priests, deacons, subdéncons, acolyths,
exorciats, lectors, door.keepera, singaters, with othec
clerks. And in the other, nader wardens comes the
order of scavengers; so neither does the pope's mo-
narchy lack his chapelrakers, to whom may well be com.-
pared that rabiblement of abbots, provinciels, pricrs,
monks, and friars, with their convents and anonenes,

Mnreover, from justices, judges, lawypers, sergeants,
aftorneys, which be vecessary officers in the common-
wealth, what differ the pope’s inqoisitors, cananiats,
doctors, and bachelors of the pope's taw, commissaries,
officials, procters, promoters, with such others, which
serve nt less in the spiritual court, and in the coosistory,
than the other do in the temporal couct. Now whoever
wishes to compars the glory and magnificence of the one
with the glory of the other; also the power of the one
with the power of the other: and the miches of the one
with the riches of the pther; I sappose he shall see 1o
great odds between theme both. taking the pope's king-
dom a3 it stood in his foll ruff, and vet stands whers
clmrches are not reformed.  Ag for subtilty and pokite
practice there a no man that is irmpertiel that doubts,
of that hath his eyes that sees not, that the pope's
Itigrarchy, in holding up their state, far excellath ell the
klnifloms of woridly prinees.

Thas in compuring the pope’s government with civil
governmeznts, a5 they disagree in little or nething ; soin
comparing agein the seme with the order of zcriptures,

ot with the government that was in the ancient church of |

Rome, we shell £e8 no tesemblance between them. An
we read in the spostles’ time, all the armour of Christ’s
ministers was spiritual and foll of godly power agaivat the
spivitnal esemies of oar salvafion, governing the charch
with peace, patience, humility, tros knowledge of God,
e sword of the Spirit, the shield of faith, the breasiplate
of righteousness, hearty charity, sincere faith, end & good
conscienee ; o after the apostles in the time of Ambrose,
by his own festimony it is to be understand, that the
aroout of charehmen wes then prayers and tears; where
now the armenr of the pepe's priesthood is nothing else
bt fire and sword, wherewith thay keep all things under
their suhjection. And here comes the enormous and
horrible abuse of excommunication, suspension, and in-
terdict : for many things, for which the civil magisirate
will not cornmit any citizen o the stocks, the pope's cen-
sure will not hesitate to comwmit a clsistizn Lo the devil;
ot tn speak of pther usurped dealings 2nd doings in mat-
ers that belong to the civil sword,  Aain punishing im-
morality and adultery, in administration and probates of
testaments, in hearing civil offfice cardinals to Le captains

in war, znd rulers of regions; bishops to be presidents
or chancellors; priects to be stewnrds In great woen's
houses, or masters of mints, or clerls of the merket, or
gardeners ta pentlemen, &c. All which [ bere pass over,
referting them to the sonsideration of such a3 have more
leisure to mark the order of their doings, and s t judge
of the same with impartiality, according to the rule of
truth tauglt in God's word, and the public examples of
the ausient church of Christ in the primitive time.

Thus having discoursed 50 much concerning the roan-
oer of Iife, title, jurisdiction, and goverpment of the
pope’s see, (ir ull whicle points it is to be seen how this
later ehureh of Rome, haa receded from the true sncient
charch of Rome), it now remains according to my pro-
mise, to proceed to the foarth and last point, which iz
Docerine ; whersin consista the cpief matter that makes
with us and apsinst them, so that they are not to be re.
puted for true catholics, being eltered 20 far; nor we
ulther Lthan heretics, il we should now join with them.
For the proof of which let us examine the doctrine and
rites of the church of Rome now used, and corpare them
witl the teaching of the ancient catbolics, that suck
simple souls as have been, and vet are seduced, by the falss
appearance and image of this pretended and bastardly
cburch, pereeiving what lies within it, may be wamed
in time, either to eschew the peril, it they are willing to
he instructed, or, if not, ta blamea nona but themselves for
their own wilful destruction.  And slthough I counld here
charge the new-fngled church of the pope with seven or
cight beinous evimes, as blasphemy, idolatry, heresy, su-
perstition, sbsurdity, vanity, cruelty, and contrediction,
¢in which it neither sgrecs with the old learning of their
predecessors, nor vet with themselver in sundey points),
vei [ will, and dare boldly affirm, that in this doctrioe of
the pope bow tagght in the chuech of Rome, there is
neither any consolation of eonscience, nor salvation of
wan's sonl.  For sgefng there is no Lfe, nor soul's haslth
but onty in Christ, nor any promise of salvation or comfort
made, but only by faith in the Son of God : what gagur.
ance can there be of perfect peace, Life, or salvation, where
that which only meketh all, is made least of, and other
things which make lesst are the moat esteemed? For to
gay the simpie truth, what else v the whola course and
body of the pope's law now et forth, bat & doctrine of
laws, a heap of ceremonies, teaching of traditions, s medi-
ation of merits, a foundation of new rabigions? all
which avail not one jot ro the justification of our souls
hefare the terrible judgment of God.

And, therefore, a5 it may be truly said that this doc-
trine of the pope ia void of all rme comfort and ralvation ;
e llkewise it seems that these, who addict themaslves
s¢ devoutly to the pope’s learning, wers never sam-
estly afflicted in conscience, never humbled in spirit,
nor broken in heart, never entered into any eericus
faeling of God’s judgment, nor ever felt the stremgth
of the law and of death. TFor if they had, theyr
should soon have seen their own weakness, nod been
driven to Christ; then ebould they have ssen whet n
horrible thing it is to appear before God the Pather,
or ooee to think on him, ag Dnther saith, without
Chrisf. And, oo the contrary side, then should they
know what a glory, what & kingdem, what liberiy
and 1ife it were to be in Christ Jesus by faich, hold-
ing their inheritanes, not with the bondson of Hagar,
but with the free son of Saral; by promise, and not
by the law; by grace, and not hy works; by gift,
and not by deserving ; that God only might be praised,
and not man,

And thus were the old Homans first taught, by St
Paul writing to the Romans. The sawe did Corneliua
the Romen, and the first that wes baptized of all the
Gentiles, learn of St. Peter, when he veceived the Haly
Ghoest, mat by the deeds of the Jaw, but only by
hearing the faith of Jasus preached. And in the same
dootrive, the said chorch of the Romans com-
tinued many years, sy long as they were in af-
fliction. And in the seme dociring the biehop of
Rome, with lia Romans, now also shovld still remain,
if they were such ancient catholies ag they pretend,
god would follow the old mother chureh of Roms,
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and hold the first liquor wherewith they were first
scasoned. But the sweet freshness end ecenp of thae
liquor, aod pleasant perfume, is now clesn put our
through other ubsavory. infosions of the pope's, so
that hardly soy taste or piece remaineth of all that
primitive docteine, which St Padl end the other apoaties
first planted among the Geotiles, And what marvel
if the Romans now io o long time khave lost rheir
fizst sap, seeing the chureh of the (Gralatiaus in the very
time of St. Paunl, their schoolmaster, as scon as he
turned his back a little, were almost tarned from the
doetrine of faith, and had muach edo to be recovered agaie,

OFf this defectivn and falling away from the {faith,
Br, Paul expressly forsiells wvs in hiy epistles both to
the Thessalonians, snd also to Thnothy, where he
shews that a defection shall ¢ome, and thet certain
skall depart from the faith, sttending to spirits of
error, &c. 1 Tim. iv. 1, and t0 koow what errors
these shafl he, the circumstence plainly leads us to
understand in the same place, where the apos-
tle speaks of seared consciences, forbidding men to
marry, and to eat meats ordained of God to be taken
with thankegiviog, for man's snstenance ; most eti.
dently, es with his finger, pointing out unto us the
chiurch of Heme, which not in these poiots only, but
also in sl other conditions iz slmost uiterly revolted
from the pure originsl sincerity of that doctrine, which
8t. Paul planted in the chuveh of the Romans, and of all
other Gentiles, snd of which the following is a snmmary.

I. The doctrine of 5t, Paul describes all our jusd-
fication freely and only to faith in Christ, as to
the only meane and cause whereby the merits of
Christ’s passion can be applied unto us, without any
respect of work or works of the law wheterer;
Ephes. ii, 8, 8; and iz this doctrise, tle church of
the Rowmans was first planted.

11. The same doctrine of 5t. Paul, cutting off and
excluding all man'a deserving, rests oaly  uwpon
God's prowmise, smd upon grace, not mwan’s merifs:
upocd mercy, not man's labouring or  runuing,
Rom., iz, 1§: upon election and callivg, not man’s
willing, &,

iII, The same doctrine casting down the streogth
of man gpd his natural integrity, as they call i,
concludes sll Besh under sib, acd makes the same desti-
tate of the glory of God, Rom, #i, 3—23.

IV. It makes a difference between the law and
the gospel, deglaring the use agd end of them to be
different ; the ome fo kill, the other to quicken; the
one to ¢ondemn, the other tojustify ; the one to have
an end, the other to be perpemanl, &e.: Rom. v. 20.;
vil 4. Gel, il 10—=13.

V. The same doctrine of St. Panl, a5 it ehews a dif-
ference between the Taw and the gospel, so it makes ne
less difference between the righteousness of God and the
righteousness of marn, shhorring the one, that is, man's
own righteousness, coming by the law and works; and
embracing the other which God imputes freely and gra-
clously to was for Christ his Sen’s sake, in whom we
heliere, Philip. iii. %. : Rem. iv. 24.

VI, It wipes away all traditionrs, ond eonstibuticns
of men, eapecially from bindimg of conscisnce, calhng
them heggarly elements of this world, Gal, iv. 9. Cal.
ii. 2Q—22.

VII. Likewise it rejects and wipes away all surious
subtilties, and supefuons spsculations, and knaws
nothing elee but only Chriat cyucified, which is the only
object to which our faith looks, 1 Cer. 1. 1, 2.

VIII. Farthermore, as the same doctrine of St. Paul
defines all men to be trangressors by the disohedienca of
one Adam, thongh they never tonched the apple, they
coming of his stock by vatuare ; 3o doth i prove all men
te be justified by the cbsdience of one, even Christ,
though they did not his chedience, they being likewiss
born. of him by spiritasl regeneration and faith,
Rom. v. 17—14.

IX. And therefore as al! men coming of Adam are
condemmned originally, before they grow np te commit
any sin againat the law; =0 al] men regenerated by faith
in Christ ars saved originslly before they begin to do
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any good work of chadty, or any other good deed,
Rom. v 15, 19,

X. The doctrine of St. Paul, considering the high
glory of & chustian wno’s state in Christ Jeans by faith,
first sets bim in o pevfret peace with Almighty God,
Row. v. 1. Secondly, exempts bim frowm all condem-
vation, Rom. wiii., 1. Tldrdly, it watches him with
apgels ; it equals hiw with saints end fellow-eitizens of
heaven: it pumbers him with the household of God;
ancl inherita hhin with Jesns Christ himeelf. Eplies. il 19,
Fourthly, it adopis hiw from the statc of a servant, to
the state of 2 Son of Gad, crying, © Abba, Iather:"’
Gal iv, 6. Fifthly, it opens to hie o bold sccess and
entrance te the high Majesty and throne of grace,
Cplkes. ii. 187 Heb. ir. 16, Bixthlv, it subjests all
things wnder kiw, as miristers, yen, the apostles them-
selves, m their highest ofice, death, life, things present,
things to come, with the whole world besides, and aa-
signs him no spiritwal head, but only Clirist, saving,
"“And you sre Cheist's, and Christ is God's,”
1 Cor. iii, 23. Scveuthly, it edvanzes gnd sets him in
a spiritual Lberty or freedom, above all terrors of spirit,
either of God's law, or man's law, chove all dreadfnd
fears of sin, damnation, melediction, rejecticn, death,
Lell, or purgatery ; above all gevvile bondage of ceremo-
hies, nem’s precepts, traditions, superstitions, vices,
yokes, customs, or what else goever oppresseth and en-
tangleth the apiritual freedom of a conscience, which
Christ hath set 46 liberty ; and reguireth, moreaver, that
we walk zod stand stout in that libert