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"Speedily will be Publifhed,

By the fame AuTHOR.

A Hiftory and Defeription of that Part of AFRICA which ig
bounded on the Weft by the Atlantic Ocean, on the Eaft by
Nubia and Abyfiinia, on the North by the fouthern Frontiers of
the Kingdoms of Moroceo, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoly, and o
the South by the Rivers Timbu&u and Senegal: with an Ac~
count of the Blacks inhabiting the Banks of thofe Rivers,

ERRATA. Page 19. line 7. for diforderly r:rrd’ feﬂr]cfs' P. y1. L 1. dedr induced.
P28y, 1. 21, defe'of what they can procure, L2z ffj there few rear there
are few. P ogoq. Lo1g. for fince I firit faw rma’ m;.e I lad v, D. 3eb. 115, for
Valzama read Valgame.



INTRODUCTION.

HERE is no reafon to doubt that the ancients had fome
- knowledge of the Madeira, Canary, and Cape de Verd
Iflands, with the adjacent coaft of Africa; but their ace

counts of thefe places are {o indiftinét and confufed, that one is
at a lofs to know which of them they deferibe; yet the nature and
fituation of them being known, he muft be convinced that they
were acquainted with them all, but confounded them togetlicr
under the common name of the Fortunate Iflands.

Tue iflands Madeira and Porto Sante feem to anfwer to the

.defeription of the Fortunate Iflands in Platarch’s Life of Sertorius,
which is as follows : ¢ When Sertorius was at the mouth of the
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siver Beetis, in Spain, he met with feamen newly arrived from
two iflands in the Atlantic, which are divided from one another
only by a nartow channel, and are diftant from the coaft of
Africa ¥ ten thoufand furlongs: thefe are called the Fortunate
IHlands, where the rain falls feldom, and then in moderate
fiowers 3 but, for the moft part, they have gentle breezes,
bringing along with them foft dews, which render the foil not
only fat and fit to be ploughed and planted, but (o abundantly
froitful, that it produces of its own accord plants and fruits
for plenty and delicacy fufficient to feed and delight the inha~
bitants, who may here enjoy all things without trouble or la-
bour. ‘The feafons of the year are temperate, and the altera-
tion fromy quarter to quarter fo moderate, that the alr for
the moft part is ferene and refrething, and the weather generally

* T fuppofe he means from the Sweights of Gibraltar.
2 < faiy



i I NTRODUCTTI O N,

« fair and pleafant, The rough north and cafterly winds, which
¢ blow towards thefe iflands from the coafis of Europe and Africa,
# are divided and diffipated by veafon of the vaft diftance, and ut-
“ terly lofe their force long befare they reach thofe parts. The
s foft weftern and foutherly winds which breathe upon them,
¢ do fometimes produce gentle fprinkling fhowers; but for the
« moft part they impregnate the carth only with the fruitful
¢ dews and the noucithing meifture of the air, which they bring
¢ along with them from the fea; fo that it is believed, even
¢ among the barbarous people themfelves, that this is the ivat of
«. the blefied, and that thefe are the Elyfian Fields highly cele-
< brated by Homer.”

-

-

It is evident, from the above defeription, that thofe iflands lay
to the fouth-weft of Iercules’s Pillars, or Streights of Gibraltar ;
for he fays, « the rough northerly and eafterly winds which blow
“ from the coafts of Europe and Africa towards.thofe iflands ; 7
confequently they could nat be any of the Azores or Weftern
Hlands, the fouthermoft of which does not lic farther fouth than
the Streights of Gibraltar. Nor could they be any of the Canary
Iflands, becaufe from any one of them threc or four of the
others may be perceived, excepting the two iflands Lancerota and.
Fuertaventura, which are more diftant from the re®t, lying near
the coaft of Afiica. But they bear no refemblance to Plutarcl’s
iflands, becaufe no trees grow in them, for the north-eaft wind
blows upon them almaft conflantly, and with fuch vehemence as
to prevent the growth of alinoft all kind of crees, except the
fig-tree, and fome Jow fhrabs that happen to be theltered by a,
wall or rock: befides, Lancerota and Fuertaventura are deftitute
of good water. 'What the natives drink, is rain-water, preferved
in cfterns; fo that they do not anfwer the defeription of
the Fortunate Iflands, or Elyfian Ficlds, fo highly celebrated by
Homer.

Tux
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Tue ifland Nivaria, and the others of King Juba, mentioned
by Pliny, are doubtlefs Tenerife and the other Canary [flands;
for, as he obferves of Nivaria, the top of the ifland Tencrife is
generally covered with {now.

Byt the iflands Pluviala and Capurm of Statius Sebofus {eem
to be {ome of the Cope de Verd Iftands ; and his Planaria on the
continent oppofite ta thum, the coafl of Africa between Capel'
Blanco and Cape Verd ; which is indeed, as he reprefents it, ex-
tremely level, and full of great trees,

Procesy's defleription of the Fortunate Tilands is fo confufed,
that it is impoflible to guefls what iflands lie means when he men-
tions them ; for theiv laritudes anf{wer neither to that of the Ca-
nary, Madeira, Azores, ner Cape de Verd Iilands.

Urox the decline of the Roman empire, the Goths and Vandals
invaded the coalts of Mauritania with their flects, At that time,
it may be (uppoled, that fome private thips of war, or merchant-
men, of thofe nations, went, in queft of gain or plunder, as far as
the Canary Iflands, the account of whoft expeditions is now
buried in oblivion.

ArTER the Arabs had conquered the northern parts of Africa
and fettled themifclves in Spain, they were obliged to maintain
feets, in cvder to cope with thofe of the northern nations, who
often came and ravaged the coafts of Spain and Barbary.  When
they had fuch large navies, they could not be ignorant of the art
of navigation, nor of the fituation of their own coafts of Fez,

* It is prolable that thefe ifands are St Iapeo and Muyo, two of the Cape de
Verds : thole who pamed the firft Pluviala, had been there in the time of the
heavy periodical rains, which fall in places firuated between the rropics; and not
being acquatnted with that phienomenon, called the ifland Pluviala,

az Marocco,



v INTRODUCTTION,

Morocco, and Suz, with the Madeira and Canary Iflands fronting
them,

Tuat the Arabs knew Madeira and Porto Santo, is plain from
what the Nubian Geographer fays in the Firft Part of his ‘Third
Climate, where he mentions two iflands, one of which he
calls Sciarraham and the other Sciaram, fronting the port of Azafli
in Barbary.

In the Firft Part of his 8econd Climate he only mentions two
iftands in the Atlantic, called Masfehan and Lacos, which may
be fuppoled to be Lancerota and Fuertaventura; for he fays they
are of the number of the fix defcribed by Ptolemy. One of thofe
two iflands (if not both) viz. Fuertaventura, may be difcerned
from the continent of Africa, in clear weather.

Any one who reads with attention the Firlt Part of the Nu-
bian Geographer’s Third Climate, will be ftrongly inclined to be-
Keve that the Arabs bad even fome knowlege of America, or the
Weft India iflands *. If fo, it muft have been received by the
return of fome fhips to Spain or Africa from thofe parts of the
world, where they might have been driven by ftorms; even, as
fome fay, Columbus got his intelligence of the new would .

Fer

* The Nubian Geographer, fpeaking of the Atlantic Ocean, fays, ¢ In this fea
# js alfo the illand Saale, in which is found 2 kind of men like women, having theic
« eye-tooth flicking out, their eyes like lightning, their breath ke the fmozk of
 burning wood, nd fpeaking an upineelligible language, they Aght lea-beafls,
% and the men are only diftinguithed from the women by the argans of generation :
*¢ chey have no beards, and are clonthed with the Teaves of trees™ Now though the
foregoing account feems fabulous, yet there igalfo in it fome appearance of eruth;
for the Indians of America have no beazds; and to thole who firft law them fmouk-
ing tobacco, their breath would rc(,cmble the fimoak of burning wood.
+ When Columbus left Spain to go in quelt of America, he gave inflruélions to
the officers of bis Jittle fquadion, that after failing foven hwndred leagues beyond the
Canary
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For it is impofiible but that fome Moorifh or Spanith veffels, failing
near their own coafts, muftat fundry times have been driven, by
northerly ftorms, in the winter feafon, within the verge of the
conftant north-ealt wind, called by us the trade-wind, whicl
begins to blow not far to the fouthward of the Streights of
Gibraltar, and actually blows nine months of the year on the
coafts of Morocco. Now if it happened that a fhip, fo driven by
a ftorms into the north-eaft trade-wind, {hould lofe her mafts, fhe
could not pofiibly in that cafe regain the coalls of Spain or Bur-
bary, bot maft be driven before the wind and feas towards
the Weft Indies, if fhe did not chance to light on the Madeira
or Canary Iflands by the way *, '

To fupport thele conjettures, it is to be obferved, that Co-
lumbus, on his fecond voyage to the Welt Indies, touched at the
ifland of Guadalupe, where he found the ftern-poft of 2 fhip lying
on the fhore; which was s certain proof that a fhip had been in
the new world before him ; for that piece of wood could not have
been driven there from any place far diftant from that ifland.

Canary Ilands and did not find land, they {hould make no way from midnight vntit
day, How came Columbus not to ufe this precaution before he falled feven hun-
dred leagues beyond the Canarics, or a litele way fhort of the firft Tand whivh ke
difcovered?  "T'he reafon is obvious to feamen ; for thofe people well know the rifque
they run of lofing their lives by falling in the night on unknown feas, where they
might be wreeked on fome lands or rocks before they could fee them,  1F Columhus
had not been pretey certain of the diftance of the land, he would not have uled this
precaution jult in the nick of time when he ought to have done ity had he known
wihere the fand was.  Seamen ar this prefent time, in going to the Wedt Indies from
Europe, ufe the fame precaution, when they deem themielves fo far fram the Jand as
fifty, nay fometimes an hundred leagues, although the fienation of thefe parts is now
fo exadtly determined. )

# A few years ago, a Canary bark, Joaded with corn and paffengees, bound from
the iftand of Lancerotz ta Tenerile, met wirh fome difalter at fea in her paflage, by
which the was rendered ineapable of getting to any of the Canary Iflands, and there-
fore was obliged to run many days before the wind, until fhe came within two days
fail of the coaft of Caraccas in South America, where fhe met an Englith fhip, which
fupplied the furviving paflengors with wager, and direfed her to che port of La
Guaira, on that coaft, ;

1 ArruovGu
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AvruoucH the difcovery of the north-weft coafls of Afiica,
and its iflands, is commonly afcribed to the Portugueze, yet we
find, upon enquiry, that there is reafon to imagine they were only
the revivers of the Norman difcoveries,

So carly as the year 846, we find that the Normans with power-
£l fleets invaded the Spaniards and Moors in Spain. Being repulfed
at Corunna, in Galicia, by the King Don Ramiro, and obliged to
reimbark, they were attacked afterwards by his fleet, which took
and deftroyed feventy of their fhips: neverthelefs, the remainder
doubled Cape Finifterre, and arriving in the mouth of the Tagus,
put the Moors of Lifbon in a great confternation. Next year the
Normans came to the coaft of Spain with a great fleet, and, landing
in Andalufia, laid fiegeto the Moorith city of Seville, and ravaged the
country about Cadiz and Medina Sidonia, carrying away many cap-
tives and much plunder: but hearing that the Moorith King Ab-
derraman was coming againdt them with a firong flect, they fud-
denly embarked, and failed away with their boety. I mention
thisexpedition of the Normans, to fhew to what a pitch they had
then arrived at, in the art of navigation amcng thefe people %, La-
bat, in hisHiftory of the Weftern Coafts of Africa, informs us that
the Normans traded to the coafts of Africa as far as Sierra Leona
fo early as the year 1364 ; for proof of which he refers toa deed of
affociation between the merchants of Dieppe and Roan, dated
in 1365. He fays that all their fettlements in Africa fell o
ruin foon after, and the trade was utterly loft by the civil wars

# In thofe days the Englith koew more of navigation than they did fome centuries
‘after; far John Leo, in his account of Africe, informs us, that about the 3r4th
year of the Hegira, the Goths of Spain invited them to invade South Barbary, in
order ta draw the Moors out of Spain, although at that time the Gaths werd Chril-
tians and the Enplifh ideolaters. Accordingly they befieged the town of Arzilla, -
tuated on the coaft of the Adantic cecan, with agreat army, which they took,
and confumed with five and {word in fuch 2 manner that it lay defolate for thirty
yeats afier.

in
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in France upon the death of Charles VI. in 1392. However, it
is certain that the Normaus were the fieft in Europe who difcovered
the Canary Iflands, as will appear in the courle of the following
Hiftory.

Arruovcr of old the Europeans were ignorant of the ufe
of the loadftone, yet it is certain that in feas where the conftant
trade-wind prevails, feamen may eafily make fhift without it, as
the weather is there generally ferene, and the {un and ftars com-
monly feen ; and if the heavens happen at any time to be overcaft,.
they can eafly fteer their courfe by obferving the diretion of the
waves, which in thofe feas run in a regular and certain courfe,,
as well as the wind by which they are impelled.

ArTeR failing four hundred and Hfty miles towards the fouth-
weft from the mouth of the Streights of Gibraltar, along by the
coafts of Fez, Moroceo, and Suz, on the Atlantic Ocean, we ar-
rive at the fonth-weft extremity of Mount Adas, in the latitude
of twenty-nine degrees twenty-five minutes north : then leaving
that land, and failing into the occan direé@ly weft, one hundred
and Gixty miles, we come to the ifland of Lancerota, the firlt of the
Canary Iflands in that courfe: the reft of thefe iflands lie all to
the welt and fouth of Lancerota. The Canaries are feven in
number, viz. Lancerota, Fueitaventura, Canaria, Tenerife, Ga-.
mera, Hierro or Ferro, and Palima: they lie from the eall o the
wefl in the fame order as they are here named. The laf-
mentioned is about fixty-five leagues diftant from the firll.

As 1 do not intend to give a particular defeription of them in
this place, I refer the readertothe fecond part of this work, in which
he will find each ifland diftinétly deferibed 5 and fhall now pro-
ceed to the Hiftory of their Difcovery and Congueit, which is ai-

5, molk



vitm I N T R O D UCTTION,

moft entirely a tranflation from & Spanith Manufeript, written in
the year 1632, in the ifland of Palma, by Juan de Abreu de Ga-
Yineo, & Francifcan Friar, a native of the province of Andalofia in

Spain.

Turs manufcript lay a long time in oblcurity in a convent in
the ifland of Palma. Abouat three years ago it was fent from
thence to Canaria, as a prefent to the Bithop of the Iflands. I
heard of this Manufcript when I was at Tenerife, and immedi-
ately wrote to a gentleman in Canaria to procure me a copy,
which he did, and fent it to me. Upon reading the manufeript
I had the fatisfadtion to find that it contained a genuine account
of the conqueft of the iflands and the ancient inhabitants, and per-
feftly agreed with thofe T had before often received, It was
complete, and prepared for the prefs; what prevented its publica-
tion in the author's life-time, [know not: probably the author
had intended to carry it to Spain {as there was no printing-prefs in
Palma} and have publithed it there, but was prevented by death
from executing his defign.

Tuz candid reader is requefted not to cenfure this perform-
ance on account of the inclegance of the flyle: the editor pre-
ferring faithfulne(s in tranflation, and accyracy in defeription, to
the pompous flow of language: and though he may fome-
times dwell on circumflances which may appear trifling to many
readers ; yet he flatters himfelf that they will be found ufeful and
interefting to thofe whole bufinefs or curicfity require 3 more par~
ticular knowledge of thele iffands.

THE
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THE

HISTOI RY

OF T HE

DISCOVERY and CONQUEST

oF THRERE

CANARY ISLANDS

BOOK FIRS ST

C H AP L

I what manner the Canary Iflands came firft to be known fo the
Europians.

HE firft account we had of the Canary Iffands being pub-
lickly known in Europe, after the decline of the Roman

empire, was fome time between the years 1326 and 1 33;4.,
by means of a French thip that was driven among them by z ftorm,

Uron thisdifcovery; a Spanith nobleman, Coant of Claraments,
named Pon Luis, fon of Don Alonzo de la Cerda, furnamed
the Difiherited ¥, procured a grant of thofe iflands, with the

*® He was right heir to the erown of Caftille, but was deprived of it by his uncle
Sancho 1IV. From Donna Ifabella, daughter 5 this Luls de Ia Cerda; Is defcended
the noble family of Medida Celi in Spain. Mariuna,

+ When this grant was made to Don Luis, it -gave fuch umbrege to the Englith
ambaifadors, who then happened ta be at Rome, that they immediately difpatched
an caprefs to their court, to prevent this conveyance, -imagining there were na other
Fortunate Iflands than thofe of Great Britairi : fuch was the jgnorance of thofe
times,  Heylin's Cofmography,
B title
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title of King, from Pope Clement VI, wpon cendition that he-
wonld caufe the Golfpel to be preached to the natives..

Two years after this, Don Luis obtained a licence from:
Pedro, King of Arragon,. to equip 2 fleet from fome of his ports,
in order to take pofleflion of the Canary Mlands;: but thouglh
fome of his fhips were attually fitted out, yet the dcﬁgn failed, .
firfk by reafon of Lis being engaged in. fome other affairs, and-
laitly by his death, which happened foon after. However, it is
probable that either part of that fquadron,. or fome other fhips, .
went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were:
natives of Majorca, which then belonged to the crown of Arragon..
What became of thofe vefels thall be related in its- proper place. .
Nothing was donc afterwards towards perfe@ing the difcovery,.
until the year 138, when fome Bifcayners and inhabitants of Se~
ville joined to equip a fleet of five (hips at Cadiz, in:order to make
defcents wpon and plunder the Canary Iilands and the adjacent;
coaft of Barbary., The command of thefe thips was given to one.
Ferdinando Peraza, a gentleman of Seville.

ArrER coafting the African fhore, they failed weftward, and.
fell in with the ifland now called Lancerota,. where they landed. .
The natives came in crowds to the port to behold them: bhut the
Spaniards thooting fome arrows among them, killed fome, wounded.
others, and fo frightened the reit that they ran away; upon which:
the Spaniards marched to the town where the natives refided,.
which they ficked, and carried off & large booty of goat-fkins,.
tatlow, and fheep, and on¢ hundred and feventy of the. inhabi-
tants, among whom were Guanareme, King of the ifland, and
Tinguafaya, his wife: with thefe they returned on board their
fhips, and failed back to Spain; where, in thofe days, their plunder
‘was reckoned to be yery valuable.

Tue
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Tue next expedition to Lancerota was from Seville, in the year
1393. This fleet did not attempt to fubdue the ifland, but returned
foon after, with feveral captives and a great number of goat-flins;
by which it appeared that the defign of the Spaniards, in thole
expeditions, was only to etirich themielves by robbery and plunder.
Several people now, excited by avarice, Dblicited Henry II, King
of Caftille, for a licence to conquer the Canary Iflands, as
Henry pretended they were his property ; but on what he founded
this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1469, the con-
tention for the crown of Caflille was cnded by the death of Don
Pedro, who was ftabbed by his baftard-brother Don Henry,
who then fucceeded to the crown. A few years before this hap-
pened, feveral noblemen, from the province of Normandy in
France, came to Caftille, to the afiftance of Don Henry, among
whom were Bertran Claquin, Cenftable, and Rubin de Braca-
monte, Admiral of France. This faft had two nephews by a filter
who lived in Normandy, and was married to the Lord of Betan-
cour, Granville, and other places in that country: the eldeft,
named John de Betancour, though at that time an old man, had
a ftrong defire to travel, and do fomething worthy of his ancettors,
and therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to vifit his
uncle the Admiral. With this view he went to Rochel, 2 fea-
port town, where he was to embark for that country + while he
remained there, he became acquainted with one Gadifer de [a Sala,
a man of confiderable fortune. This perfon, having the fame pal-
fion for feeing foreign countriesy foon agreed with John de Betan-
cour to go with him in queft of the Fortunate Iflands, much talked
of at that time in Europe. In order to profecutc their defign, they
fold fome of their lands, and mortpaged others, by which they
raifed money fufficient to equip a fiall fleet, well provided with
fkilful mariners, pilots, and fome people as interpreters, who
muft confequently have been in fome of the iflands hefore that time.

B e Twis



4 -THE HISTORY OF

Tuis fleet confifted of three fhips, containing two hundred
perfons, exclufive of the feamen: among that number were many
young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of whom were relations of!
John de Betancour. On the firft of May, 1400, they fet foil, and.
proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of confequence hap--
pening to them, until they arrived at the iflands.  The ficlt they
faw was Lanecerota, which name was then given to-it by John de-
Betancour, probably in honour of fome perfon of his acquaintance:
When he landed his men, the patives gathered together-in a body to
defend themfelves, imagining that thefe firangers were come to
plunder and carry them off, as others had done before : but ob-
ferving the French to be well armed, 2nd keeping together, they
were afraid to attack them, but retired.iuto the country, and left.
them at liberty to encamp in 2 convenient place ; for the natives
had nothing to oppofe them with but fticks and fones, thefe being
their only weapons..

Bur finding that the FrencH remained fome days in the fime
place, without following or attempting to moleft them, they be-
gan to teke courage, (o thatfome of them ventured into the cam Py
who were well treated by John de Betanconr and Gadifer de la
Sala, who allowed them to take whatever they chafe, and to
come in and go out of ‘the camp whenever they pleafed. This
good treatment removed all their fears; infomuch that when the
French began to build-a fort for:their defence and accommodation,
the natives chearfully affifted them in bringing ftones, lime, &e.
neceflary for the work, Thisfort was bailtat the port of Rubicon.

TrkE ready obedience- and quict behaviour of the natives gave
great fatisfaction to John de.Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala.
They now determined to pafs over to the next ifland,  which is
feparatedt fromx Lancerota only. by a.channel of two leagues.in

breadth ;,
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Breadth; and, leaving an officer and fome men in the port of Ru-

bicon, they landed at Valtarrahala, in the ifland of Fuertaventura,

then called by the French Fortuite. The ishabitants, feeing fuch

a number of ftrange people coming into their iffand, gathered in

great numbers to oppofe them, being men of a more warlike {pirit-
than thofe of Lancerota, ftronger and of 2 larger fize ; which the:
Erench’ perceiving, and confidering what a handful of people they

had to attack fuch a multitude with, thought proper to reimbark, .
and fet fail: taking, therefore, 2 view of fome &f the reft of the iflands, |
they afterwards returned. to Lancerota, where they confulted what
was next to be done; and confidering how few people they had

for fuch an undertaking as the conqueft of the iflands, it was de-.
termined that Gadifer de Ia 8ala fhould return to France, in order.
to bring over fupplies.of men, &c. Accordingly he went; but, .
unfortunately for the expedition,, he died a few days after his ar-

rival in France. When this was known to John de Betancour, he

found himfelf deprived of his- expected fuccours, and .without

money or {riends in France ; which determined him to embark

for Spain, where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de

Bracamonte, and other relations there, for affiftance to profecute

his defign : but his chicf patron and interceffor with the King of
-Caftifle was the Infant Don Ferdinando, afterwards King of "Arra-

gon, by whofe means he procured from the king, Don Henry IT1,

a grant of the Fortunate Iflands, with the title of King. This

done, he went to Seville, and equipped 2 fiect, well provided with .
men and neceflaries, for-the congueft of thefe Hlands, the King

fupplying him with moncy. to defray the charge of that armament.
This grant of the Canary Iflands to John de Betancour was dated .
in.the year. 1403,

CHAPT.
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C H A P IL

"Of the Manners and Cuffoms of the ancient Inbabitants of Lancerota
and Fuertauventura.

i HESE two iflands, s well as the othets, were divided into

A portions, each of which was governed by its own Lerd or
Captain, and feparated from the'reft by a wall of loofe ftones, crofi~
ing theifland from fea to fea. The inhabitants of thefe quarters held
.their refpeétive chiefs in great sfteem.

“T'ize anclent inhabitants of Lancerota and Fuertaventara were of
“a humane, {ocial, and chearful difpofition, very fond of finging
-and dancing. Their mufic was vocal, accompanied with 2 noife
they made by clapping their hands and beating with their feet,
They were very nimble, and took great delight in leaping and
" Jumping, which were their principal diverfions : two men took a
ftaff or pole, ‘which they held by the ends, and lifted as high above
their heads as they could reach, keeping it parallel with the ground ;
:and he who could leap over it, was accounted to be very dexterous.
Some of them were fo expert at this exercife, that they could at

threc jumps leap over three poles placed in that manner behind
wach other.

THE natives of thefe two iflands were of 2 Targer fize, and better
made than thofe of the others, and fo they are to thisday. There
is a fepulchre at the foot of a mountain in Lancerota, called the
Mountain of Therns, nineteen Englith feet and ten inches in
length, where a perfon named Mahan was buried, Duels and
combats were frequent among them; to thefe they want armed
with ficks of a yard and a half long, which they called Tezzezes,

Yy With
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With regard to quarrels, they had this Iaw or cuftom, that if a
‘man entered in by the door of his enemy’s houfe, and killed him
or did him harm, he was not punifhed 5 butif he came upon him
unawares, by leaping over the wall, and killed him, then the
Captain or Chief, before whom the caufe was examined, ordered
him to be put to death. The manner of executing criminals was
this : they carried the delinquent to the fea-fhore, and there
placed his head upon 2 flat fione, and then with another of a round
form they dathed out. his brains; his children were afterwards .
held as infamous. They were excellent fwimmers; and afed.
1o kill. the filh op their fea-coafls- with fticks,. Their:houfes
were built of flone, without cement, lime, or mortar 3 notwith-
ftanding which they were firong : the entry was made fo narrow
that but one perfon could go in.at 2 time, ‘They had alfo houfes
of worthip and devotion, which they called Efeguen; thefe were
round, compofed of two walls, one within the other, witha {pace
Between ;. and were,.as well. as their. dwelling-houfes; built of
loofe ftones, ftrong, and having a narrow entry, In thefe temples
they offered to their god (for they worfhipped only one) milk and
hutter. They facrificed to him on the mountzins, pouring out
from earthen veflels, offerings of goats milk, and adoring him at the
fame time by lifting their hands toward the heavens.

Trz habit of the matives of Lancerota was made of goats fkins,
fewed together and fathioned like.a cloak, with 2 heod to it. It
reached down to the knces. ‘The feams of this habit were clofed
in a very ncat manner with thin thongs of leather, which were as
fire as’ common thread. They cut and prepared thofe thongs
with fharp flints or flones, inftead of knives or fciffars, which
they called Tahague. . '

TrEIR fhoes were of goats fkins, the hairy-fide outward,
Tury
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Tury wore bonnets made of goats {kins, having three Targh
feathers ftuck in the front; the women wore the fame, with =
fillet of leather, dyed red with the bark of fome (hrubs.

Tur abovementioned cloak they called Tamarco; and the hood,
‘Guapil; fhoes they called Maho.

Tury hadlong hair, 2nd wore their beards plaited. The King
wof the ifland wore a diadem or crown like a bifhop’s mitre, made
iof goats leather, and adorned with fea-fhells. :

WxeN they were fick, which feldom happened, they cured them=
“felves with the herbs which grew in the country; and when they
.had acute pains, they fearified the part affeted with fharp ftones,
«or burned it with fire, and then anointed it with goats butter.

My author fays, that in his time earthen veflels of this buttet
were found interred in the ground, having been pat there formerly
by the women, who it feems were the makers, and took that
method to preferve it for medicine, When any one died, they
‘buried him in a cave, ftretching out the body, and laying goats
fkins under and above it. '

Turir food was barley meal roafled, which they called Goffio;
and goats fleth, boited and roafted; alio butter and milk, They
eat their victudls out of veflels made of clay, and hardened by
the heat of the fun.

Tuerr method of obtaining fire, was by taking a ftick of diyy
hard, thorny wood, which they caufed to turn rapidly round on
the point, within a foft, dry, fpongy thiftle, and fo fet it on fire:
this method has been ufed there to this day.

Wrae
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 WaeN “they fowed their ground with bardey (which was their
anly grain} they dug or tarned it up with goats horns. They
threfhed their barley with fticks, and winnowed it with their hands;
they then ground it in a hand-mill, made of two flones, being
nearly the fame fort of mills now ufed in fome remote parts of
Europe,

Tue nativesof Fuertaventura were cloathed with jackets made
of Meep fkins, the fleeves fhort and reaching no farther than their
elbows. They wore alfo fhort breeches, that left the knees bare ;
and fhort hofe or ftockings, that reached little higher than the
calf of the leg. On their feet they wore the fame fort of fhoes as
the natives of Lancerota. They wore high caps on their heads,
made of goat fkins, The hair of their heads and beards they
dreffed after the fathion that prevailed among the natives of Lan-
cercta.

In the ifland of Fuertaventura, fays my author, their lived two
women who held a correfpondence with the devil, the one called
Tibiatin, and the other Tamonante, who were mother and daugh-
ter: the bufinefs of the one was to fettle and compofe differ~
ences that might arife among the chiefs of the ifland, and that of
the other to regulate their ceremonies, ‘The natives pretend that
thefe women ufed to foretel future events.

Wien John de Betancour arrived in this country, the ifland of
Fuertaventura was divided into two kingdoms, one commencing
at the Villa and continuing unto Handia, and the other extend-
ing {rom the Villa vnto Corralejo, which were feparated by
a loofe dry ftone wall, four leagues in length, crofling the breadth
of the iland from fea to fea. There were in this ifland, at the
time of the conqueft, four thoufand fighting men. Thofe amongft

C them
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them who were moft famous for their virtue and valour had the

‘appellation of Mahay and Altihay, which were names of great ho
nour. Itis faid that when John de Betancour and Gadifer dg¢ Ia
Sala came in queft of thefe iflands, the then king of Lancerota,
who was named Guadarfia, was defcended from an European, who
had been driven by a tempeft on this ifland, and whofe hiftory is
related after this manner ;

Waen Don John I, fon of Henry 17, réigned in Caftille, he was
engaged in a war againft the King of Portugal and the Dake of
Lancafler, about the {ucceflion to the crown of Cattille ; the duke
pretending that it was his right, on account of his marriage with
Donna Conftanza, eldeft daughter of King Peter,

Ine the courfe of that war, and about the year 1377, King John
fent fome fhips, commanded by one Martin Ruiz de Avendano,
to feoar the coafts of Gallicia, Bifcay, and England. This flect
met with a fevere tempeft, which lafted rmany days, infomuch that
the admiral’s thip was obliged to bear away and drive before the
wind, until fhe arrived in a port at the ifland of Lancerota.

Here the Spaniards landed, and were kindly received by the
natives, who treated thems with the beft that the ifland afforded.
Don Martin Ruiz de Avendano was lodged in the houfe of Qon-
zamas, the King, while he remained in the ifland.  In that time
he became fo intimate with Fayna, the King’s wife, that fhe had a
daughter by him named Yco. Her complexion was very fair,
in comparifon of the natives : when of age, fhe was married to
one of the royal family, who became King of the ifland afier
Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried prifoners to Spain,
in the flest commanded by Ferdinand Peraza, in the year 1385
or 1386, By this manYco had a (on named Guadarfia. After Guan

narame’s
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narame’s death, there was a great diffention in the ifland about
the {ucceilion ; the natives infifting that Guadarfia was incapable of
it, becaufe his mother Yco was not noble, being as was {uppofed
by her colour, the daughter of a ftranger, and not of Qgnzamas
the King. To end the difpute, the council met, 2nd came to a
refolution, to thut up Yeo with three female fervants in the houfe
of the deceafed Qonzamas, and there to fmoke them ; and if (he
camc out alive, the was to be declared noble, and the genuine off-
fpring of Qonzamas. Before the went to the fmoaky trial, an old
woman advifed her to convey fecretly into the room a large
fpunge moifiened in waicr, and when the finoak thould begin to be
rroublelome, to put it to her mouth and noftrils, and breathe in
it. Yco took her advice, which fuccceded to ler with; for
when the door of the room that was fmoaked was opened, the
three fervants were found ftifled, and Yco alive: upon which
fhe was brought forth with great marks of honour, and her fon
Guadarha was immediately declared King of Lancerotas This
is the fame whom John de Betancour found reigning, on his firlt
arrival at chat ifland.

C H A P Il

Fobn de Betancour's fecond Expedition to the Canary Iflands, and
what fsllowed therexpon.

WHEN John de Betancour embarked for Spain, he Jeft a

garrifon in Lancerota, commanded by William de Betan-
cour: who behaved towards the Kingand natives in fuch a licentious
and cruel manner, that they could no longer endure him, but
were at laft, for their own defence, obliged to take up arms againft

him, They laid an ambuih, whiclh {ucceeded fo well that
they killed feveral of the French, among whom was this William
Caz de
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de Betancour ; the reft who furvived made their efcape into the
fort of Rubicon, where they were fo clofely blocked up by the
natives, that they were reduced by famine to the laft extremity.
In this fituation were the affairs of Lancerota when John de Be-
tanconr arvived there; who, as before related, had left the court
of Caftille and went to Cadiz, where he procured fome veflels,
which he fitted out with every thing neceffary for a fecond ex-
pedition to the Canary Illands : the fame of this armament drew
to Cadiz many adventurers from different parts, fo that he foon
procured his complement of men.

Every thing being ready, the flect fet fail from Seville with
a favourable wind; and, after a quick and agreeable paffage,
anchored at the port of Rubicon, where all the troops difem-
barked. Upon their landing, the natives came and made their
complaint-to John de Betancour agaioft the garrifon which he
had Jeft in the fort, and excufed the viclence they had committed,
as having been compelled thersto by the tyrannical and cruel
ufage received from William de Betancour and  his peaple.
When Johi de Betancour had heard both parties, and enquired
into the caufe of the difference between them, he found that the
French had been the aggreffors, and therefore pardoned King
Guadarfia, and promifed to leave him and the natives in the full
enjoymcnt.of'their lands, houfas, cartle, and fiberty. Upen this
declaration the natives laid down their arms, and chearfolly fub-
mitted to his government.

SeveraL prielts came over in this fleet from Seville, in order
to convert the illunders from paganifm to the faith of the church
of 'Rome : they were greatly refpedted by the natives, many of
whom they converted, and baptized in the church which was
then built at Rubicon, named the Invocation of St. Marcial.

The
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The firft among the natives who received baptifm, was King
Guadarfia, who was chriftened by the name of Luis. Joha
de Betancour allowed him for his fubfiftence the houfe and
lands of the deceafed Qonzamas. A thort time after, all the
natives were baptized. John de Betancour now made a partition
of the lands among the French and Spanith adventurers that
came over with him *. The church called 8t. Marcial of Ru-
bicon, was the firft that was built in the Canary Iflands: my
zuthor fays (though without authority) that St. Marcial was the
firft who preached the holy Gofpel in France, and was himfelf
the firft Bithop of the city of Limoges in that kingdom. His
parents were Marceloand Elizabeth, noble Jews, of the number
of thofe who followed Jefus Chrift and miniftred unto him: they
were baptized by the apoftle St. Peter,

Twuis St. Marcial, according to the Legend, «* Leaving his pa-
<« rents, cleaved to Jefus Chrift, and followed him wherever he
« went: he was one of thofc who ferved him when he eat the Pafi~
“ over with hisdifciples ; and, when our Lord wathed their feet,
he was the perfon who poured the water inte the bafon. He
« received the Holy Ghoft at the fame time with the difciples; and
accompanied St. Peter to Antioch, where he converted many
¢ he afterwards went with that apoftle toRome, where our Lord
« Jefus Chrift appeared to St. Peter, and commanded him to fend

St. Marcial to France, to preach the holy Gofpel there. Ac-
“cordingly he departed, though full of {orrow to leave his dear
mafter the apoftle. Hiscompanion, who went with him on his
miffion, died by the way, which obliged him to return to Rome,
when St. Peter again ordered him to go on his miflion, and

-~
-

€L

* Thefelands muft have been fuch as were not then cultivated by the natives, as
John de Betancour had promifed not to deprive them of their lands. It would feem
that the natives chiefly {ubfifted on their focks,

¢ gave
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« gave him his fiaff, which he dire@ed him to lay on the body
of his companion, and at the fame time to ihvoke the name of
« Jefus Chrift : all this St. Marcial performed, and as foon as the
fraff was laid on the dead body of his companion, he came to
life, apd procccdcd on the jonrney with him to France, where
5t. Marcial converted many by his mirecles and preaching.”
TFhe Treach holding this faint in great severence, John de Betan-
cour therefore dedicated the church which he butlt at Rubicen, in
Lancerota, to him, and called it after his name, The Bithops of
the Canary iflands were filed Bifhops of Rubicon, until the
iland of Gran Canaria was conquered. The firft Bithop was one
Albert, a Francifcan Friar, who came over to Rubicon in 1408 :
afterwards, in 1488, the epifcopal fee was removed to the city of
Palmas, in Canaria, where it now remains. 'The firft Bilhop of
that place was one Don Juan de Frias.

C H A P "IV.

Contains an Account of the Expedition to uertaventura.

FAVERY thing betng now fettled on 2 proper footing in Lan-

cerota, John de Betancour thought it high time to fet about
the conqueft of Fortuite, ws the French then called the ifland of
-Fuertaventura *.  Ide imagined it would not be eafy to {wbdue it,

* My author doss not inform us by what names the natives of Lancerota and
Fuertaventura called theiy ilands; bat he fys that the inhabitants wore by the Spa-
piards called Mahoreros, from their wearing Mahos, a kind of fhoes before-men-
tioned ; and he adds, that fome will have the proper name of the illands {for he er-
ronegufly fuppofes thelt two to bave been formerty but one} to be Mahe.

The French calied Fuertaventura, Fortuite, as above 3 but we are not informed
of the reafon why they pave it that name.  In fome old recards, perferved on the
iflacd, it is called Herbaria, from its abounding with vatious herbs; ond alfo Buena-
vertura, from a convent built in jt by Jiego de Hervera, and dedicated to St

Buenaventura, Ar prefent the iftand is cailed Fuertayentura, but how ft came by
thag pame we know not,

4 ' a5
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ag the inhabitants were {o numerons and valiant ; he therefore .
collected together all his forces, confifting of French and Spaniavds,
befides many of the natives of Lancerota, whom he armed after
the European manner: his new recruits ferved him with chear-
fulnefs and fidelity 5 for the iflanders found in him a father rather
than a conqueror.  So embarking his troops on board five fhips;
he fet fail, and arrived at Fuertaventura in the monthof June, 1405,
and landed his people in a bay called Valtarrahal, by reafon of the
great number of Tarrahal *, buthes, which grew there. At thae
time the two Kings of the ifland, Ajofe and Guife, were at vari-
ance with cach other, on account of the pafturage. He whao
commanded in that part of the iland where John de Betaneour
Janded, immediately on Dhis arrival gathered all the forces of his
diftrict together, and advanced boldly to himx give battle ; but
the Europeans found means to come to a parley with them,
and by the advice of the two women, Tibiatin and Tamo-
nante before-mentioned, they were prevailed on to luy down
their arms, and Ajofe coming up to Juhn de Betancour, this lacter
embraced him, and treated him with every mark of friendibip.
By this behaviour he won his confidence, and at lcngtfi prevailed
on him to embrace the Romifh religion ; he was then baptized
by the name of Luis. Guile, the King of the other part of the
ifland, fecing the good trewtment which John de Betancour gave
to thefe who fubmitted to him, with his frank and courteouns be-
haviour to all the natives, and that he defired only to make con—
verts to the Romifh faith, fubmitted to him allo, having been
advifed to do o by Tibiatin and Tamonante, Being moreover
affured by John de Betancour, that if he would ewbrace the
Rowmiih faith he fhould remain in the full enjoyment of his liberty,
and in the peaceable poflelion of his lands and effects, he re~
ceived baptifm by the name of Alonzo, The examples of the

*® See the Diefeription of the Canary Iflands.
. i tuo
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two Kings of Fuertaventura had fuch an effeft on the natives,
that they all came in and [ubmitted to the Europeans, and were
foon after baptized.

I is a tradition among the inhabitants of Fuertaventura, that
the natives believed Tibiatin and Tanionante to have been fent
fram heaven to inftruct them, to fortel future events, and to
caufe them 1o live in peace and unanimity with each other. They
{ay that thefe women prophefied to them of the coming of ftrange
people from the fea, who were to inftru& them how to live: and
al{o that immediately after the arrival of the Europeans a beau-
tiful woman often appeared to the natives in the time of their
diftrefs and neceffities, miniftred comfort to them, perfuaded them
to be baptized, and embrace the Romifh faith.

IT was by the afliftance of thofe women that the Furopeans
made {o eafy a conqueft of that large and populous ifland; of
which when John de Betancour had thus taken pofleffion he built
two forts, for the fecurity of his Europeans, the one at Valtar~
rahala, where he fir(t landed, and which he called the caitle of
Valtarrahala, and another which he narned Richiarche ; both of
which he garrifoned with his own people.

By the intl‘eatjr of the Caflillians, and {ome of his feamen who
had been in Barbary, John de Betancour was prevailed on to make
a voyage thither, as that coaft is but eighteen leagues diftane
from the fouth eaft-part of Fuertaventura. And being pro-
vided with fufficient {hipping, &c. fit for fuch an expedition,
he accordingly crofled over to that fhore, and landed at a place
called Medanos*, where he tock prifoners feveral Moors of both

- #* On what part of the coalt of Barbary this place lies, I am not certatn ; but
¥ imagine it to_be fomewhere to Jeeward of Ia Punta Blanca, and not far diftant
fromiit.

fexes,
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fexes, old and young, to the number of feventy, without the
fofs of a man on his own fide; the natives of that part of Africa
Hving at that time in a curelels and defencelels manner, not
thinking it poffible for any one to come from the fea to difturb
or moleft them. Betancour and his men brought their booty fafe
to Lancerota, and from thenee fent their prifoncrs to Spain,
where they were fold for flaves. This was the firft expedition
made to the coaft of Barbary from the Canary Hlands.

cC H A P V.

Jobu de Betancsur's Voyage to Gran Canaria, and what happened there,

FTER the enterprize on the coalt of Barbary, John de Betan-
cour, being defirous of bringing the ifland of Canaria into
fubje@tion to him, fled thither with two fhips, and anchored
at a place called Anganagen, where he landed all the forces which
he brought with him, and marched them up the country in good
order, and with great precaution, left they fhould be furprifed.
This was a neceffary meafure, as appeared afterwards; for the
natives, fecing {uch a number of armed wen on their ifland, im-
mediately gave the alarm to cach other, and aflembled in great
numbers, headed by 2 King or Captain, named Artemis, and fell
upon the Em'opcans_\#ith great fury and refolution, annoying
them with ftones and darts, which they threw by hand with
amazing dexterity, and with fuch velocity as to exceed the mo-
tion of thofe thrown from flings or bows. Befides thefe weapons,
they had ficks or poles, whofe ends were hardened by fire, and
fharpened, which they ufed as {pears. Joha de Betancour and
his men defended themfelves with the greateft courage ; but the
attack they had to fuitain was {o rude, and the natives, with their
Captain Artenis, prefled fo furioufly on them, that though the
b Europeans
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Europeans killed a great number of them, they were at length
obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the fea-fhore:
but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number of five
thoufand, purfued our adventurers fo clofely, that Jobin de Betan-
cour, finding it in vain to attempt the coﬁqucft of the place with
fuch an handful of men againft foch 2 multitude of well-armed
and valiant inhabitants, reimbarked with his troops, under favour
of the night, in the beft manner he could, leaving the field of
tattle to his enemies, who neverthelefs Beught their viCtory at a
dear rate, having their King Artemis,, with many others, killed
in the engagement.

From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland of Palma; but:
not being able ta effect a landing, it was determinced to return to:
Caparia, to try their fortune once more againft the courageous
natives, and retrieve the honour they imagined they had loft
there : but on their arrival they found thofe people affembled in
vaft nurnbers to oppofe them, which made them fuil back to
Fuertaventura, It was on this expedition that John de Betancour
gave the epithet of Grand (or Grear) to the ifland of Canarin,
which it retains to this day.

C O A P Vi
Fobn de Betancour's Expedition to the Ifland of Gomera.

G HN de Betancour remained fosme time in Fuertaventura, to.
refrefh his men, and cure them of their wounds.  After hig
unfuccefsful attempt on Canaria, he could not pretend to try his.
fortunc again there, for want of more foldiers ; but, not endur~
ing to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on {ome
other ifland. To this end he took with him 21l the men that
5 could



THE CANARY ISLANDS 1y

could be fpared from his garrifons of Lancerota and Fucrtaven-
tura, and failed to the illand of Gomera, where he landed at the
principal port without oppofition, which furprifed him greatly,
and made him apprehenfive of an ambufeade ; he therefore
marched flowly up the country, with the greateft precaution.
Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in
a diforderly manner, without any fign of hoftility, but on the
contrary with an appearance of mirth and joy ; however, they
came armed with darts, lances, fwords, fhields, and crofs-bows,
which greatly perplexed him, and made him fll more apprehen-
five of danger, till they drew very uear to him, when fome of
them accofted the Europeans in the Spanifh tengue, which amazed
and agreeably furprifed them. Both partics now began to con-
verfe together freely and in a very friendly manner; and the Eu-
ropeans were moft courteoudly entertained by them, This beha-
‘haviour of the Gomerans, the fertility of theiv iland, the good~
nefs of the climate, and its excellent harbour, induced John de
Betancour to fpend fome time in 1t, in order to refrefth and
ftrengthen his people. During his ftay in Gomera the Europeans
and natives lived together in the utmoft barmony, infomuch that
“theft gave a cordial invitation to the new-comers to take up their
refidence among them. This invitation was readily accepted by
John de Betancour, who thereupon made 2 divifion of lands ameng
his followers, and determined, fince he had now bid adieu to his
native country, to fix his refidence for the remainder of his life
in the pleafant iftand of Gomera,

Wr muft now enquire into the caufe of this kind reception
which the Europeans met with from the natives, and by what
means fome of the latter {o well underftood and fpoke the Spanifh
language.

Dz ' Iw
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IT appears then, that about thirty years before the arrival of
John de Betancour, fome Spanith veflels came to Gomera, com-
manded by one Don Ferdinando, who landed at a place where
the King's brother Yived : the natives attacked the Spaniacds, but
werc defeated, and the King's brother loll his life in the encounter.
After this, Don Ferdinande marched in-land ; but as foon as
Amalvige, the King of the place, heard of the iwvafion of the
ifland by firangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered
the natives together, and gave battle to the Spantards, who were
defeated, and purfued into a place which had only onenarrow entry,
fo that they could not retire but by throwing themfelves.over the
fteep cliffs that furrounded them, the ifianders having blocked vp
the paffage by which they entered with felled trees, and guarded
it fo clofely, that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there
two days w:thout meat or drink, At Jaft Doi Terdinando found
means to come to a parley with Am'tlmge, in which he {o effcctu-
ally wrought epon that Prince’s compaffionate difpofition, that be
ordered the paffage to be cleared, and condacied the ftrangers to
his refidence, where he: entertained them with great hofpitality,
giving them provifions and whatever cdfe he could afford;; in thort,
he treated them as if no difpute had cver {ublified. When Don
Ferdinando returned to his thips, which he had lefe in the har-.
bour, he made feveral prefents to Amalvige, confilting of fwouds,
{hields, and other warlike accoutrements, which were held 1 great
cfteem by the natives: he then took leave of his benefa&or, and
failed away. It is faid, that before he departed, Amalvige was
converted, and baptized v_vith many of his people; that he was
named Ferdinando Amalvige; and that when the Spaviards were
going away, the King begged of their commander that hie would
leave fome perfon toinftruét them intheir new dodhrine, uponwhich
he left a prieft, and promifed to return foon himiclf. The prieft
did not long furvive the departure of Don Ferdinando; however,,

5 by
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By his good behaviour, in that (hort fpace of time he greatly won
the affettions of the patives, and baptized many of them. They
fay it was owing to him that John de Betancour was fo well re-
ceived in Gomera, having filled their minds with the moft favour-
able impreflions of the Spaniards., Who this Don Ferdinando was
cannot certainly be determined : there are two opinipns concern-
ing him; the one is, that he was onc Don Ferdinando Ormel, a
native of Corunna, in Gallicia, who, with feveral.of his country-
men, left the fervice of the King of Caftille to enter into that of
the King of Portugal. About the year 1182, he went with a fleet
to feour the coafts of Spain,  fubjet to Don Juan I, then King of
Catille, and was driven by a tempceft, with fome of his thips, to
the ifland of Gomera: this Don Ferdinando was father of Don Juan
Ferdinando Ormel who was killed by King John I, of Portugal,
in the boufe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The other opinion
15, that he was onc Den Ferdinando de Caftvo, who was in the
fervice of King Ferdinando of Caftille, and much beloved by him.
After that King’s death he went to refide in England, and could
neyer more De prevailed on to return to his native country; but
we are not told how he left England, or what accident brought
him to Gomera. . '

C H A P VI

Treats of the Manners and Cuftoms of the ancient Gomerans.

WHY this ifland was called Gomera i not known, thongh
it undoubtedly bore that name before the avrival of Jobn
de Betancour, which it (bl retains, The natives were of a
lively dipofition, of a middle flature of body, very altive and
dextrous in attacking and defending, and cxcellent fingers of
ftones and darts, to which exercife they were trained from theijr

infancy,
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infancy, it being the common amufement with the young people
to caft fmall ftones and darts at one another, to avoid which they
feldom moved their feet, but only waved their bodies to and fro;
and {o expert weré they at this fport, that they ufed to catch in
their hands the flones and the arrows as they flew in the air. As
they grew up to manhood, they threw them out of flings;
in their combats they ufed the fame weapons as the natives of the
other iflands, fticks or poles of hard wood, with the ends (har~
pened. They have had feveral men renowued for valour amongt
them, whofe fame flill exifts in their fongs: the moft cele-
brated of whom were Aguacoromas, Aguanabuque, Amanhui,
and Gralegueya, who fell in their wars; of thefe the latter held
the ficlt place. .An incredible fory is related of him, which is,
that he and fome of the natives having fwam from the ifland to a
rock at fome diftance from the thore to gather fhell-fifh, and the
tide beginning to come in, they wanted to return to land, but were
prevented by alarge fhoal of porpoifes or fharks, which played
about the rock, apd deterred them from venturing into the water,
excepting Gralegueya, who (being 2 man of a great fize and un-
«common ftrength of body) not in the leaft daunted, plunged into
the fea, {eized one of thoft large fith, grafped it clofe in his arms,
and dived with it to the bottom of the water; while the por-
poife ftruggling hard to get clear of his hold, lathed the fea with
his tail in fuch a violent manner that the reft of the porpoifes
were frightened away, o that his companions came athore wich-
out fear: when Gralegueya faw them fafe, he let the fith go, and
came athore himfelf unhurt.

Tre clothing of the Gamerans was a {ort of cloak, made of
goat fkins, which reached dowa to the calf of the leg ; but the
women wore a petticoat, which they called Tahuyan, and a
head-drefs that hung down to their thoulders, which, as well as

the
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the petticoat, was made of goat-fkins, dyed and curioufly painted.
The red dye they extracted from the root of a tree which they
called Taginafte; and the blue dye from an herl which they called
Paftil: all between the head-drefs and the pétticoat was lcft bare.
When the men had any quarrel which was to be decided by com-
bat, they laid afide their cloaks, tied a kind of bandage about their
waifts, and bound their foreheads with a fort of painted turban,
The fhoes worn by the Gomerans were made of hog kins,

Wuen John de Retancour came to Gomers,. he found it divided
into four parts, upon the death of King Amalvige; each divifion
was governed by a Chief or Captaln, whofe names were Fernando
de Averbequeye, Ferpando Alguavofeque, Pedro Haltragal, and.
Mafeque Cunche ;. which i a further corroboration of the ftory
of the fhips that came to Gomera under the command of Don Fer-
dinando before mentioned. Thofe chiefs had frequent quarrels
among themf{elves concerning the limits of their refpective diftrics,
which were named Mulaqua, Agano, Palan, and Orone.

C H A P VIL

Treats of Fobn de Betancour's Foyage to the Lland of Himvra, and
what befel bim there 5 and of the Manners and Cufloms of the In-
babitants..

OHN de Betancour,. after fetiling affairs in Gomere, failed to
the fland of Hierro or Ferro, and anchored in the harbour
belonging to that ifland. When the natives perceived the thips
approaching with their white faile, they remembered the prophecy
of a man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and
who was reckoned a foothfayer or diviner; this man, when on
his death-bed, called the narives together, and told them that after
his
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his death, when his fleth fhould be confumed and his bones moonl-
dered to duft, their god Traoranzan would come to them in white
houfes on the water ; and advifed them not to refitt or fly from
bim, but to adore him, becaule he was to come to do them good,
The natives, who placed great fuith in his predictions, buried him
in 2 place apart from the relt of their dead, that his bones might
afterwards be diftinguithed from theirs.  Now fecing the thips
approach with their white fails Gwvelling on the fuxface of the waves,
they firmly belicved the prophecy was fulfilied, and went to the
cave where Yore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled
to duft ; upon which they ran joyfully to the fhore to receive
their god Lraoranzan,

WaueN John de Betancour anchored in the port, he took great
care in landing hes men, for fear of being overpowered by the
iflanders, who were crouding to the water-fide ; but finding that
they were unarmed, and fhewed nofigns of hoftility, he approached
them, and was® received with every demonftration of joy and
friendthip : the natives conduted the Europeans to their houfes,
and treated them with the beft of every thing they had.  John
de Betancour having thus got footing in Hierro, gave thanks to
God for his fuccefs, and that no blood had been {pilt on the oc-
calion, He ftaid there {fome days to refrefh his people, and then
returned to Fuertaventura, after leaving n Hicrro a mixed garyi-
fon, compofed of Bifcayners, French, and Flemings, under the
cotnmand of ene Lazaro, 2 Bifcayner, to whom he gave a flridk
charge to behave to the natives with indnlgence, and to ufe all
poflible means to inltrudt theam in the faich and do@rine of the
Church of Rome.

Tur name of this ifland, before the arrival of JohndeBetanconr,
was Efero, which fignifies, in the lapguage of its ancient inha~
bitants,
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bitants, Strong: when the Spaniards (lrewed them iron, they
found it exceeding every thing in {trength, therefore they called
it Efero; and afterwards, when they began to fpeak the Caftillian
language, they called iron indifferently by the name of Eferc, or
Hierro, which laft is the Spanith word for that metal; fo that
they at laft tranflated the real name of the ifland Efero into the
Spanifh one Hierro, which it retains to this day.  But the Por-
tuguefe and fome others, follewing their own diale@, call it
Ferro: and {fome will have it, that the natives called it Fer;
though there is no proof for this aflertion.

Tur natives of Hierro were of a middle ftature, and of a me-
fancholy turn of mind, for all their fongs were on grave fubjeés,
and fet to flow plaintive tunes, te which they danced in a ring,
joining hands together, dnd now and then jumping up in pairs
fo equally that they feemed to be united: this manner of dancing
is ftill ufed in Hierro. They dwelt in large circular Inclofures,
the walls of which were of dry ftone, without cement, each in-
clofure having one narrow entry; on the infide they placed poles
or {parrs againft the wall, in {ach a manner that one end refted
on the top of the wall and the other on the ground, at a confi-
derable diftance from the bottom of it ; thefe they covered with
branches of trees, fern, &c. Each of thefe inclofures contained
about twenty families. A parcel of fern, upon which they (pread
goat fkins, was their bed; and for bed-cloaths or coverings thr::y
ufed goat fkins drefled, to keep them wartn, the ifland being very
mountainous and confequently expofed to the wind-and cold.

Wauen any of their women brought forth children, before
they offered them the breaft they gave them fern-rocts roafted,
bruifed, and mixed with butter, which they called Aguamanes ;

but new they give them inftead of it flour and barley-meal,
E raafted
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roafted and mixed with bruifed cheefe, which they call by the
fame name. Their food was the flefh of goats, theep, and hogs;
they had alfo fome roots of that kind which thie Spaniards call
Batatas, As for wheat, barley, or other grain, they had none.
Their bread was made of fern-roots, and called Aran; this, with
milk and butter, made the chief part of their diet ; the former
they called Achemen, and the latter Acunlin., Theic common
drink was water, which they called Ahemon.

Turlr cloaths were made of the fkins of beafls; the drefs
worn by the men was a cloak made of three fheep fkins fewed.
together: in winter they wore the woolly fide next their bodies,
and in fummer they turned it outwards. The women, he-
fides the cloak, wore 2 petticoat, which reached down to the
middle of their legs. In fewing thefe fkins they ufed thongs,
cut as fine as threads; for needles they ufed {mall bones tharpened.
They wore nothing on their heads, and their long hair was made
up into a nunber of fmall plaits. Their thoes were made of the
raw flins of goats or fheep, but fome were made of thofle of

hogs.

As to their form of government, they lived alf under one King,
confequently never had occafion to go to war, nor had they any
warlike weapon: they ufed indeed to carry long poles; but thefe
were only to aflift them 'in travelling the country, which is
very rocky, fo asfrequently to oblige them ta leap from one ftone
to another, which they did by the help of thefe poles. Each man
had but one wife; they had no rules in their marriages (except
that 2 man fhould not marry ‘his mother ar fifter), for every marn.
married the woman he liked beft, and whofe confent he could
obtain, without any regard to rank or nobility: indeed they were
all, exceps the king, upon an equality in that refpe@; the only

. : diftinétion.
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diftinétion among them was in their fubftance, which confifted in
flocks, It was cuftomary for the man, when he chofe a wife, to
make a prefent of cattle to her father according to his ability, as an
acknowlegementforhis goed-will in letting him havehisdaughter.
The King rcceived no ftipulated tribute from his fubjeéts; but
every onc made him a prefent of fheep, &c. according to his
wealth or pleafure, for they were not obliged to give him any
thing. When they made a fealt, which they called Guatatibos,
they killed one or two very fat lambs, according to the number of
the guefts, and roafted them whole; theic they placed on the
ground, fitting in a circle round them, and never rofe till they
had eaten the whole: thefe kind of fealts are ftill kept up among
their defcendants.  'When any one fell fick, they rubbed the pa-
tient’s body all over with fheep's marrow and butter, covering
"him well up to keep him warm and promote a perfpiration: but
if a man happened to be cut or wounded, they burned the part
affe@ed, and then anointed it with butter,

"Tuey interred their dead in caves; annd if the deceafed was
wealthy, they buried him in his cloaths, and put a board ar
his feet, with the pole which he ufed to travel with at his
fide, and then clofed the cave’s mouth with flones, to pre-
vent the ravens from deveuring him. They inflicted no pu-
nifhments but for the crimes of murder and theft: the mur-
derer was put to death in the fame manner as he had killed the
decealed.  As to the punifhment for theft, for the firlt offence
they put out one of the eyes, and for the fecond the other : this
they did that he might not (ec to {teal any more. " There was a
particular perfon fet apart to perform the office of executioner on
thefe occafions. They adored two deities, one of them male, and
the other female : the male was named Eraoranzan, who was
worfhiped by the men ; the other Moneyba, who was worfhiped

E 2 . by
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by the women. They had no images or reprefentations of thefe
deities, nor did they facrifice to them, but only prayed to them
in their neceflities, which was when they wanted rain to make
the grafs grow for the fubfiftence of their cattle. "The natives
feigned, that when their gods were inclined to do them good,
they came to the ifland and pofted themfelves on two great ftones
or rocks, which are in a place they called Ventayca, but is now
named los Antillos de los Antiguos; there they received the
petitions of the people, and afterwards returned into heaven. In
the winter feafon, when, by a2 long continvance of dry weather,
they were reduced to great neceflity, and found their prayers were
not anfwered, they aflembled together in Ventayca with their
cattle, and theve held a faft foc three days and a5 many nights,
weeping and lamenting, their flocks alfo making a noife for want’
of food ; if all this did not produce rain, they fent a man, who
was efteemed by them as a faint, to a cave called Atecheita,
where he invoked the gods to fend a mediator ; upon which, as
they faid, an animal like a pig appeared to him, called Aranjaibo
{which in their language fignifies Mediator) ; the faint put the
animal under his cloak, and carried it to the natives affembled at
Ventayca: then they walked in procefiion, with their flocks,
round the two fore-mentioned rocks, lamenting and wailing as
they went. My author fays, that immediately on this it rained;
and accounts for itin this manner, that the animal which appeared
to them was the devil, who from his great knowlege and {kill in
nature, caufed rain to fall. This he did to blind the natives and
attach them to his worfhip., After it had rained fuflicienty,
they let the animal 20, which returned to the cave in the prefence
of all the people. When the Hierrians were fitft converted to the
Romith religion, they invoked Jefus Chrift and the Virgin Mary
by the names of Eracranzan and Moneyba. The natives of this
illand were {upplied with water in a firange and extrordinary
' manner,
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manner, as thall be particularly rclated in the defeription of the
Canary Iflands.

C H A P IX,

What happened at Hierro after Yobn de Betancour went fo Fuerta-
ventura 5 and of bis Attewpt on Canaria,

OTwiTHSTANDING the good advice that was given to
Lazaro, the officer left to command in Hierro, he a@ed in
a quite different manner; for he and his foldiers behaved mofk
infolently to the natives, ufing indecent freedoms with their wives
and daughters, and even taking them away by force, which canfed
the moft confiderable villages in the illand to revolt: upon which
Lazaro went to the principal of them, to treat with, and bring
them again into {ubjedion ; but 2 young man, one of the natives,
who probably had been injured by him, leaped upon him, and
ftabbed him in feveral places with a knife till he died ; and this
fo fuddenly that his foldiers had not time to affift him. When
this affair was known to John de Betancour, he fent another go-
vernor to the ifland, with power to enquire into the caufe of the
revolt, and to punifh the offenders. When he arrived there, he
found that the revolt had been owing entirely to the licentious
hehaviour of Lazare and his imen, and that the natives were in no-
wife culpable; upon which he beheaded two of the officers, and
hanged three of the comrmon men, who were the moft adtive in the
difturbance. The natives feeing how {trictly juftice was admini-
ftered under the direction of John de Betanceur, willingly returned
to their fubjection to the Burepeans : and it is certain that fuch
an example of impartiality and juftice was more likely to preferve
a conqueft, than keeping the conquered under awe by an undue
exertion of force or feverity,
4 Tue
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Tiuz four illands, Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gomera, and Hi-
crro, being now conquered, the natives converted, and order
eftablithed among them, Jehn de Betaucour, after taking fome
repofe, began to think ferioufly of retrieving his honour, which he
imagined had been fullied by the unfuccefsful attack on Canaria;
and to avenge himfelf on the natives for the lofs of fo many brave
{oldiers as had fallen in that expedition.

AcdogpineLy, in November 1406, he multered all his forces,
embarked with them, and failed for Canaria, But fearing his
fhips might be defcried by the natives of that ifland, he avoided
approaching the coaft till evening ; when, under favour of the
night, he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not
alarm the Canarians, difembarked his men ﬁ]ently, placed fome
parties in ambufh, and prepared for an attack by day-break!
However, the Canarians having, fince the firlt invafion of* their
fitand, kept 2 conttant look-out for the approach of an enemy
{(and fhips may be feen from the tops of the high mountains
of Canaria at o great diftance), he found his fchemes all
fruftrated ; for, the evening before, the natives had difcovered
his fleet, and were prepared to give thofe difturbers of their
repofc a warm reception : accordingly, when the Europeans
difembarked in the night, they watched all their motions, anper-
ccived by them ; and after having formed counter-ambufcades,
they gave a great thout, as a fignal for the attack, and fell fuddenly
apon Betancour and his men with fuch impetuofity that they were
pue to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had
it not been for John de Betancour’s remarkable prefence of mind
in rallying his men for a retreat, joined with the courage and dif-
cipline of his troops, not one of thofe that had landed could have
efcaped ; and, after all, it was with the greateft difficuley they
regained their fhips. This repulfe obliged John de Betancour,

againf
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againft his will, to return back with his troops to his iflands of
Lancerota and Fuertaventura, where he remained fome time, in-
confolable for his bad fuccefs, notwithitanding all the people
could do to divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this dif-
appointment. But time, which conquers every thing, got the
better of his uneafinefs, and at length rotally diffipated it, fo that
he began to contrive how to repair his bad fortune. After anxi-
oufly revolving many fchemes 1n his mind for that end, he deter-
mined upon one, which was that of going again to Spain, to (ol-
licit affiftance from the King of Caftille, Don Henry 111, by whofe
aid he had been enahbled to conquer the iflands of Fuertaventura,
Gomera, and Hierro; and was the more encouraged to hope for
fucéels from the many conncctions and relations which he had
at the court of Caftille. He then {ent for ti'le_ chiefs of the four
iflands, natives as well as Evropeans, to whom he opened his.
mind at large, concerning his intended vayage to Spain, and his.
project of fubduing the other three illands, efpecially Canaria,
where they had been hitherto {o prievoully baffled; telling them,
at the fam; time, that be hoped fhortly to return with large fup~
plies of men, money, thipping, and other neceffaries : moreover
he promifed to go to Rome, to requeft of the Pope to fend over
a Bifhop to take care of their fouls, He, above ali things, re--
commended to them to live in amity and concord during his ab-
fence ; and gave them fome neceflary mftruttions in relation to-
the preferving peace with the natives ; acquainting them at the:
fame time that he intended to make his nephew, Mafon de Be-
tancour, Governor of the ilands in his ablence, of whofe pru-
dence and good-will towards them all he was well afluced; and.
that he would protect and befriend every one to the utinoft of his.
power. He then proceeded to make a partition of lands, refery—
ing to himfelf the fifth part of the produce of the four iflands ;:
but declared to the Europeans who. had affifted him. in conquer-

Jﬂg’_
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ing them, that he would deprive them of no part of their prefent
poflefiions til} after the expiration of nine years. This exemption
he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the hardfhips which
they had cadured in his fervice.  As to Malon de Betancour, he
made over to him the third part of his fifth of the produce of the
illands, and declared “him fole inheritor of the whole after his
death, He gave him orders to build two churches, one in Lan-
cerots, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St.
Mary de Betancour : and the other in Fuertaventura, called the
church of §¢t. Mary, from which the valley and village fo called,
take their names,

Tue government of the conquered iflands being thus fettied,
John de Betancour gathered all the orchilla®, goat fkins, tallow,
and flaves which he could procure, embarked them in three fhips,
and fet fail, leaving another fhip in Lancerota to load with or-
chilla, which he ordered his nephew to {fend to Italy. He arrived
fafe at the port-of 5t. Lucar de Baremeds, where lic. wag received
by the Count de Niebla, Don Henry de Guzman, father of the
frft Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ftaid a fhort time
to refreth himfelf after the fatigune of his voyage, and then went
to the court of Caftille, where he was graciouflly received by
Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III, and the Infant Don Fer-
dinando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They
were greatly pleafed to hear from his own maouth an account of
the Canary Iflands, with his adventures there. They promifed
him their afliftance in reducing thofe which remained. uncon-
quered, made him many valuable prefents; and furnifhed him
with an equipage and every thing neceflary for his journcy to

# This is 2 weed which grows on the rocks by the fea-fhore of the Canary
Ifands, and other piaces in the fame climate, which will be deferibed in its proper
place,

Rome
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Rome at their own expence. After remaining fome time in that
city, where he faw cvery thing remarkable, he went to Avignon
to wait on Pope Benédict XIIT, who, at his requefl, appointed a
Bithop for the Canary Iflands, with the title of Bithop of Ru-
bicon: this was one Albert, a Francifcan Friar, and pative of
Seville in Spain, brother to Guillen Peraza, of whom we fhal] have
occafion to make mention hereafter.  From Avignon our adven-
turer went to his own houfe of Betancour, in Normandy, to vifit
his relations, and to fettte fome differences with his brother Rey-
nald de Betancour, concerning his lands in that country: from -
thence he went to Granville, where he fell fick and died, in the
year 1408, aged feventy years, eight of which he had employed in
the conqueft of the Fortunate Iflands. His body was interred in
the great chapel of Granville ; and having no children, his pof-
feffions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, otherwile Mor-
let de Betancour,

C H A P X.

Pedro Barba de Campos goes to the Canary Iflands 3 and what fo/-
lowed therenpon.

AFTER John de Betancour’s departute for Europe, Mafon
de Betancour governed the iflands for fome time with the
approbation of the natives, who obeyed him in every refpet, as
they had before done his uncle, whofe return with a powerful
force they daily expected. But when Mafon de Betancour heard
of bis death, he changed his conduét towards the natives (for he
now confidered himfelf as fole Lord and Commander of the
iflands) and began to govern them with more abfolute authority
that either he or his uncle had hitherto done.  However, the natives

had difcernment enough to percéive that the great authority which,
ke
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he affumed had but a fhallow foundation, inafmuch as they had
tiedrd of the death of John de Betancour, and that it was uncer-
#am whether the fiiccours expedted from Europe would arrive ;
they took courage, thercfore, to oppofe him in fome of his arbi-
trary. proceedings. This alarmed Mafon de Betancout, and made
bhim fufpect the natives of foxae bad defign againft him; in confe-
quence of which he treated thetn with {till greater harfhnefs and
feverity, fallly fuppofing. that fuch condu@® would be the moft
effe@tual means to keep them in obedience. In the mean time
he made feveral defcents upon the unconquered iflands, merely
for the fake of making prifoners, whom he fent to Spain to be-
fold for flaves. In all thefe proceedings he was flrongly oppofed.
by the Bithop, who fent to his brother, at the conrt of Caftille,.
to complain of his bad conduct and ill treatment of the natives;;
who performed his commifiion {o well, that he gave much
difguict to Mafon de Betancour, and grievoufly harraffed him-
with heavy law-foits at that court: at length the affair came
to the ears of the Infant Don Ferdinando and Queen Catha-
rine, who were much difpleafed to find theic new fubjefts of
the Canary Iflands had been {o. maltreated;: and therefore em-
powered the Count of Niebla, Don Henry de Guzman, to enquire
into the affair, and redrefs the injured parties, with all poflible
diligence. Upon which the Count fitted out five fhips to go to
the iflands with fupplics of every kind, and gave the command of
them to -Pedro Barba de Campos, ong ef the. Twanty—four of
Seville *.

* The Twenty-four of 3eville, Corduba,, ar of any other grear city jn Spain,,
are Gentlemen who have an hereditary privilege of cxercifing the civil or ruther
ceeonomical government of the pravince or capital to which they helong, and
are generally the reprefentatives of the province, TF T miftake not, their an-
ceftors obtained this privilege by their gallant behaviour in taking thofe cities from
the Moors, and alio on account of the great expence they were at in raifing and.
maintatning troops for that purpole;,

5 . AT
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AT that time there was at the court of Caftille one Hernand
Peraza, who wasalfo oneof the Twenty-four of Seville, and who had
fome claim to the Canary Iflands. It was his father who landed
in Lancerota, and carried with him over to 8pain King Guana-
rame and Tinguafaya his wife, and who obtained a grant from
the King of Cattille, _Henr}' IIT, of the conqueft of the iflands in
1395 in right of which grant Hernand Peraza now: put in his
claim, but his pretenfions met with no favourable reception at
court. However, his fon-in-law, Gnuillen Peraza, then Alcalde
Mayor of Seville, engaged Pedro Barba de Campos to endeavour
to purchafe the iflands from Mafon de Betancour ; the fame was
likewife recommended to him- by the Queen and Count Niebla,
With thefe inftruttions he fet fail from St. Lucar de Barameda,
and arrived at Lancerota; but was hindered from landing by Ma-
fon de Betancour, who drew up 2}l his forces on the fhore to op-
pofe him. Pedro Barba then defifted from landing by forec, as
he faw if would oceafion much blocdthed, apd rather chofe to
compromife matiess amicably, by the intervention of a third per-
fon. After many meifages had paflfed between him and Mafon
de Betancour, the latter agreed to return td Spain along with Pe-
dro Barba, in order to clear his conduét there, with refpedt to the

. government of the iflands.  Accordingly they fet fail, and after a
fhort paflage arrived at St. Lucar, where Mafon de Betancour
waited on the Count of Nieble {to whom the Court had referred
the examination of his affair), and was cleared from the accufa-
tion laid to his charge. He was then prevailed on by the Count
to fell the iflands to him for a certain fum, referving to himfglf
the government of them for life. It may be fuppoled that his
acquittal from the charge laid againft’ him,  was in great meafure
owing to his acquicfcence with the propofed fale. This fale was
rhadé in the year 1418, with the confent of the King, Dot John II;
upon the figning of which the Count of Niebla fitted out the

Fa fhips;
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fhips, &c. which he thought neceflary for reducing the vncon-
querediflands, and fent them under the command of Mafonde Betan-
cour toLancerota. When he arrived there, he made feveral attempts
to fubdue the et of the iflands, which all proved unfuccefsful,
and were attended with vaft expence; fo that he began to repent.
his having taken upon him fo painful and unprafitable a charge as
the government of thefe iflands; and what gave him mare reafon fo
to do, was his being daily on wer{e terms with the natives and Eu-
ropean inhabitants, who were fupported in their oppofition to
him by the Bifhop.. Thefe difagrecable circumftances determined
him to leave thofe iftands to go to the ifland of Madeira; accord-
ingly he went and fettled there, and married his daughter, Donna.
Maria de Betancour, to Luis Gonzales Dacama, Captain-general.
of the ifland. This Lady having no children, his coufins, Henry.
and Jafper de Betancour, became heirs to his cftates in Mudeira,

NortwiTHsT ANDING Mafon de Betancour had already fuld.
the Canary Iflands to the Count of Niebla, he fold them again to.
the Infant Don Henry of Portugal, who gave him in exchange.
fome lands in the ifland of Madeira. This tranfaction was after—.
" wards preduétive of fome contention between the Courts of Ca-.
ftille and Portugal.

Don Henry de Guzinan being now become Lord of the Canary-
Iflands, fent at different times a number of thips, foldiers, ammu-
nition, &c. to reduce thofe yet unconquered. Thele expeditions
colt him great fums of money, for which he received. no recurns ;
and the iflanders defended themf(elves with fo much refolution and
brayery, that the conqueft was in a manner deemed impraéticable,
At that time he had but little leifure to attend to the affairs of
the Canary iflands, being more honourably employed in war
againft the Moors in the kingdom of Granada, This induced

' him
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fnduced him to give the iflands to Guillen Paraza, at whofe re-
queft he had purchafed them of Mafon de Betancour, and pro-
eured a ratification of this fale from the court; upon which:
Gumllen Peraza went over to Lancerota, from whenece he made &
vifit to the other iflands, appointing one Antonio Luicado e
Franquis, a Genoefe, Governor.of Lancerota and Fuertaventura.r
bhe afterwards made one Chriftopher Tenorio, a Burgher of
Seville, Governor of the iflands of Gomera and Hierro. Having
alfc nominated fome other officers, and regulated the government
of the illands,, he returned to. Seville, where he died in a fhort
time after, and was fucceeded in his poileffions by his nephew, a
young man, named Guillen Peraza, and one of the Twenty-four-
of Scville; who being ambitious of doing fomething worthy of
his anceftors, refolved to ga to the Canary Iilands to conquer fuch.
of them as were not yzt fabdued, and which had hitherto been.
attacked with folitele fuccefs. Eor this end he fitted out three (hips
at Seville, in which he embarked, with twe hondred bowmen, for
Lancerotaand Fuertaventura, where he arrived, raifed threchundred:
men more, then failed with-all his forces to Gomera, and from
thence to the ifland of Palma.. Here he landed, in the diftrict of '
ane Tifuya, who had committed the defence of thae part of the
ifland againft the incurfions of the Europeans to his brother Che-
nauco; who, upon the arrival of Guillen Peraza, drew his
forces together, and was alfo joined by the Chief of another diftriét
called Dutinamara. One Hernand Marte)l Peraza commanded the
European forces under Guillen Paraza, and thofe raifed in the.
iflands were commanded b)f Juan de Adal, Luis de Cafarias, and
Matthew Picar. Itmmmediately on difembarking they marched into
the country, which is exceeding high and rocky:- the forces from
Sevillebejng unaccuftomed to fuch rough ways were greatly incom-
moded and harraffed by the natives, who, being very agile, leaped
 from rock to rock with great eafe (having been ufed to this exercife
' from.



58 THE HISTORY OF

from their infancy) and galled the Spaniards in thofe narrow
pafles in fuch a manner as obliged them to retreat; but Guil-
len Peraza rallying his men, in order to repulfe the enemy, re-
ceived a blow with 2 ftone, which killed him on the {pot.
This ditheartened his troops fo much that they fled, and reim-
barked, after having fuffered 2 confiderable lofs: neverthelefs,
they carried off the dead body of the General, which Martel Pe-
raza conveyed to Lancerota, where it was interred with great la-
mentation, and the following verfes were compofed in memory of
that fatdl encounter; which are fung in the ifland to this day.

Liorap las damas
Al Dios os vala
Guilien Peraza,
Quedo en la Palma
1.a flor marchita
De la {u cara.

No eres Palma
Eres retama
Eres cypres
De trifte rama,
Eres defdicha,
Defdicha mala.

Tus campos rompan
Triftes volcanos,
No vean plazeres
Sino pefares.
Cubran tus flores
Tas arenales,

Guillen Peraza,
Guillen Peraza,
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Do efta tu efcudo,
Do efta tu lanza;
Todo la acaba

La mala adanza.

Which may be thus Englithed :

O pour forth, ye damfels, your plaint
For God's fake, ye damfels, lament;
For Guillen Peraza the brave

At Palma is left in the grave:

The flow’r on his cheek brightly fhone,,
That flow’s now is blafted and gone.

The fately palm* thou art no morel.
But lowly fhrub all witherd o'er;

A cyprefs now thou art become,
Whofe branch infpires a joylefs gloom s
No more our joy, thou art our grief;
A fource of woe that thuns relief.

Let dire volcanos now deftroy

Thy ficlds, that lately fmil'd with joy ;;
Let no ghd profpedt meet our eyes,

On evry fide let forrows rife!

Let all the flow'rs that grac’d thy lands,.
Be bury'd under bupning fands.,

Alas ! Peraza is no more !

Peraza’s lofs we all dqploré ¥

O where' is now thy trufty thield !

O1! where the lance thy arm did wield !
A fore lamented enterprize |

Cut thort thy fchemes, and clos’d thine eyes.,

# The reader will cafily difcern this to be 2 play upon the word Palms, which-
fignifies a Palm,.

GuIiniEn:
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GuiLLENPErAzZA had a fitter called Donnalgnes Peraza, a lady
«of great merit and beauty, who was left in charge of Don Juan
de Guzman, Duke of Medina Sidonia. 11e married her to one
Diego de Herrera, one of the T'wenty-four of Seville, who, in
virtue of this marriage, became Lerd of the Capary Iflands, in
the year 1444. Immediately after the nuptials, he fitted out three
fhips, and embarked with his wife and a great number of Gentle-
men and Ladies (thany of whom were his relations) at St. Lucar
de Barameda, and failed for the iflands. Soon after thefe fhips
arrived at the ifland of Lancerota, where Diego de Herrera and
his Lady ftaid {fome time, and then wene to vifie the reft of the
-conquered iflands, in order to infpect into the adminiftration of
juftice, and promote the converfion of the natives to the Romith
religion. They were rcceived with great refpect by the inha-
bitants, who entertained them in the beft manner they were
-capable of,

C H A P. XL

In what manner Dicgo de Herrera made bimfelf mafler of the Wand
¢f Canaria.

IE G O de Herrera was only twenty-feven years of age when

he undertook this cxpedition to the iflands.  After he had
been fettled there fome time, and had made the neceflary regu-
lations in the government, he made feveral defcents on the
coaft of Barbary and the unconquered iflands ; in all which he
conftantly met with the moft obftinate refiftance in the ifland of
Canaria, from whence he was often beatenn off with lofs. Theres
fore finding that nothing could be done there by force, he re-
folved to try what he could do with the natives by pacific mes-
fures, To this end he went with fome fhips and barks to the
port
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port of Iletas, in Auguft 1461, taking with him the Bifhop of
Rubicon, the Licutenant-governor of the iflands, and many other
Gentlemen, together with fome perfons who underftoed and
fpoke the Canary language. When the natives perceived the
thips, they, according to cuflom, gave the alarm all over the
ifland, and came down to the port in great numbers, when the
Bithop gave them to underitand that they came with no hoftile
intention, but on the contrary to make peace, and trade with
them ; which fo far fatisied them, that they permitted the
Spaniards to come afhore unarmed, wherc they remained {ome
days, giving and rcceiving prefents. The two Guanartemes,
or Princes, of Telde and Galdar came and paid their refpedls
to Diego de Herrera, who then took pofleflion in form of the
ifland, in the prefence of the Guanartemes, the Bithop, Licu-
tenant-governor, and all the Gentlemen that came with him:
this happened on the 16th of Auguft 1461, After this cere-
mony, of which it is probable the natives underftood nct the
meaning, Diego returned with his fleet to Lancerota, highly
pleafed with the fuccefs of his expedition.

Nexr year the Bithop, Don Diego Lopez de Yllefcas, moved
with an ardent zeal to gather his feattered theep of Canaria into
the fold of the Romifh church, went over.there, accompanied by
the Captain and Governor of the illand, Alonzo Cabrera Solier,
with three hundred men, and anchored in the port of Gando,
where the nadves affembled themfelves, and would by no means
allow them to difembark. The Bithop, by fair words and foft
{peeches, endeavoured to footh them into compliance, but in vain
they told himn they would not, on any account, f{uffer armed
" men to land ; that if the Europeans flood in need of any thing,
they had only to {peak, and they would bring them what they
wanted ; but if they perfifted in their defign to land, they were

G ready
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ready to oppofe them by force and give thom: battle,  The Eo-
rapeans fecing the flrength and refolution of the natives,. thought
it moft prudent te return to Langernta,

In the year 1464, Diego de Herrera end the Bithop came
again to Canaris, wheve finding the whole ifland in arms, they
did not attempt to Jand, but came to Tenerife, and anchored at
Bufadero, where the natives of that place alfo prepared to oppofe
their landing 3 but when Diego and the Bifhop affured them they
came only to cultivate their friendip, and to trade with them,
they were foon appeafed, and readily permitted them to come
afhore. ‘The Bithop then began to talk to them about their con-
yerfion, whilt Dicgo dc Herrera in form took pofleffion of the
Wland, it is faid, by confent of the natives, but it will appear
by what happened afterwards, that they undertood not the mean-
ing of the ceremnony. The Europeans on this occafion took no-
tice of the great numbers who had affembled chetnfelves to hinder
their anding, and faw that at that time nothing was to be done
by force; they therefore prudently embarked and failed for Lan-
cerota. The Bifhop carried with him from thence a young man,,
whom he foon. after converted to the Ramifh religion, and bap-
tized him by the name of Anthony. This youth became a moft-
fervent votary and devout worthipper of the Virgin Mary, and
was the firft who gave notice to the Luropeans of her jmage
which was in Tenerife. This Anthony being on a eruize among.
the iflands with Diego de Herrera, gave him the-flip at Tenerife,
and made the beft of his way home, being defirous to fee his.
relations and friends after fo long a feparation.  On his arrival,.
he informed them that the image they hed in the ifland repre-
fented the mother of him who fuftained heaven and earth. The
natives of Tenerife (called Guanches) have ever inge that time paid.
this image great refpect and veneration.

. ' CHAP.
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C H A P. XIL
Diego de Syiva arrives at the Ganary Hands,

T that time there was fame difference hepween ehe Conrts of
Caflille and Portugal concerning the Canary Iflands, occae
fioned by the falc of them which Mafon de Betancour had made
to the Infant of Rertugal, Don Henry, when he went to
refide in the ifland of Madiera. Don Henry eguipped a flect of
carvels, which carried o thowfand men and one hundred hosfe,
and -gave the command of this armament tg Antenio Gonzales, a
Gentleman of his honthpld, with orders to take pofleffon of the
iflands. When he came to Lancerota, Diego de Herrera oppofed
Lis lnoding, and killed fome of his men. When Don Henry
heard of this, he was much difpleafed, alleging that his defign.in
the expedition was only to convert the natives to the catholic
Faich withput bloodfhed *.

The Infant Don Ferdinando, brothier to the King of Portugal,
Den Alonzo V, pretended allp a right to the Canary Iflands, by
virtue of & gift from the Infans Don Henry of Portugal s ta fup-
port this claim he armed fome carvels, and fent them well provided
to the iflands, under the command of Diego de Sylva, fan of the
‘Count de Pontalegre, who came with his fleet to Lancerota in
the year 1466, where he found Diego de Herrera ready Iwit_h hiis
forces o oppofc his landing. Diego de Sylva feeipg it would be
a difhcult matter 10 land by force; and that even afterwaids, the
fucce(s toight be doubtfsl, began to treat with Herrera, whe

* Tt s plain that he made 2 pretexe of religlon to cover his yeal defign; for if ke
waneed onky to convert the natives without bloodihed, what occafion -had -he to
fepd i avmament.of a thoufand Foot and an huodreed horle §

G2 {uffered
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{uffered him to land peaccably unarmed, and entertained him
hofpltably. In the mean time a vefle]l arrived with advice that
al} differences between the two courts were happily adjufted and
terminated by a peace; and that the infants of Portugal, Don
Henry and Don Ferdinando, had given up their pretenfions to.
the Canary Hhands ; which news gave great farisfadtion to both
partics, Dicgo de Herrera and Donna Ignes Peraza had then in
Lancerota, befides ‘other children, a moft beautiful daughter,
named Donna Maria de Ayala, of whom Diego de Sylva became
greatly enamoared, courted her, and prevailed with her parents
to confent to their marriage, which was foon after confummated;,
and he received from them, ‘as her dowry, a third part of the-
revenues of Lancerota and Fuertaventura..

Don Dicgo de Ilérrera now {teing fo many men in the illand'
by the addition of the Portugueze, ' thought it a proper time to-
reduce Canaria, which had {6 often baffled all their attempts,
With this view e communicated his intention to his fon-in-Taw
Diego de Sylva, who. readily came inta the propofal. They ac-
cordingly embarked;, and' arrived with their forces at the port
of Gando, on the fouth fide of tlie ifland;,. where thcy Tanded
in good-order ; and being now (b firong, they thought it no
longer neceffary to obferve that caution and circumfpeétion in-
their march into the country which they had-done in their former:
defcents.  ‘Fhe natives (who had been conftantly upon the look-
out fince the Europcans firft began their attempts againit the-
ifiand) as foon as they difcovered the thips, gathered togecherin valt
numbers, and marched againft their invaders with great refohu-
tion, not being in the leaft'intimidated by their numbers; and di-
viding theml(elves into (inall hodies, they attacked the Ruropeans.
en all fides with fuch fleadinefs and courage, that they obliged
them to retreat.. The place where they engaged was {0 very racky.

' and:
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and nnequal, thatthe Europeanscould reap but little advantage from
the fuperior difcipline of their troops. The enemy by this time-
were well armed; for hefides tlieir own country weapons {which
were by no means defpicable), they had many others, which they
had taken from the Europeans at the different times of their in-
curfions, and in the management of which they were become to-
lerably expest,  But they annoyed the Europeans moftly with their
fharp-pointed fticks or poles, hardened in the fire, which they
ufed both as darts and lamees, which plerced: the enemies targets,
and even went through the clofeft coats of mail; and whenever
they drew the foe into a hollow place, they made great havock,
by rolling houge ftones down upon them from the neighbour-
ing precipices. The Europeans continued retreating till they
eame to a kind of natural fortrefs, near the fea-fhore, where
they made a ftand, and pdfted themfeclves in fuch a manner,
that the natives could not attack them but to great difad-
vantage. Diego de Herrcra perceiving the grear lofs he had
fuftained in this engagement and the confequent ratreat, and.
confidering that the whole force of the ifland was colleéled in that
place to oppofe him, refolvedtofenda detachment by fea to another
partof the ifland, in order to make a diverfion and oblige the natives:
to divide their forces: Accordingly, in the nighe he fent Diego:
de Sylva with two hundred men, in three carvels, together with
two officers experienced in thefe defcents, and who fpoke the Ca-
nary language. The troops arrived at the port of Agumaftel, and.
by day-break, Being all fafely tanded, formed themfelves in order
of battle in-the neighbonrhood of Galdar, without being difcovered.
by the Canarians, and marched forward. till they came to a iteep-
eminence govered with trecs and bufles, which they were obliged.
to pafs. The people of that part of theifland having at length:
-difcovered the fhips at anchor, and feeing ftrangers afcending the:

‘mountain,, affembled themfelves together to attack them;. but ob~—
ferving:;
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ferving the route the Europeans were taking, they let them alone
for fome time till they had gained the top of the afcent, when the
natives immediately fecured the pafs by which they had gone up,
and fet fire to the buthes, to prevent their returning by that way
to their fhips. Diepo de Sylva and his men finding themfelves
difcovered, and their retreat effedtually cut off, marched on and
-defcended on the other fide of the mountain into a plain near the
village of Galdar, where they found a large place, enclofed by a
ftone-wall (in which the natives xfed to affemble to fealt, executs
criminals, &c.) into which they retired for fecurity, As foon as
the natives perceived this, they gave a great thout, as they were
ufed to do when they gained a viery, and immediately fur-
rounded the place fo clofely, that the Europeans had no way to
efcape. They had continued two days and two nights thut up in
this plece, without any thing to-eat or drink; and the number of
the natives [kl mcreafing, they found themefklves quite deftitute
of all human refource, and therefore abandoned theinfelves to de-
pair. In this condition they were when the divine Providence
fent them relief from an unexpected quarter.

C M A P, XL

By what reans Diego de Sylva and bis Troops aweve relieved suf of
thesr grear Diftreft and Confinement at Galdar.

T HERE ‘was a woman among the ishabitatts of -Galdar, a
' relation of the Guanarteme of that place, named Maria La-
Airga.  She had been-a captive {ome time in Lancerota, “but was
fent back to ber parents in Canarin, ini exchange for an European
prifoner. This woman'ﬁaok\; the two languages well, and being
moved with .compaflion at the approacking fate of the Eurapeans,
. dhe.came 1o the place in which they were inclofed, and feing the
2 two
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two officers that accompanied Diego de Sylva in this expedition,
the recollefted them. again, having been often at their houfes
in Lancerota. She declared, that the natives intended to pot
them all to death that night ; and that there was not the
Yealt profpect of their efcaping but by furrendering at dif-
cretion to the Guanarteme, her uncle, whofe generous temper
{the faid) {he knew fo well, that it was very certain he would.
releafe, and let thenx all return to their thips in peace.. More-
over, fhe earncfily entreated them not to hold out any Jonger,
but to fubmit immediately. The Europeans, feniible of their
impending fate,. and perfuaded that they could be no lofers by fol-
fowing Maria’s advice, fince nothing worfe than death could
enfue, which muft inevitably have been their portion if they
perfifted longer in. refiffing, agreed to the propofal, and em-
ployed her to manage the bufinefs of reconciliation: demand-
ing only of the Guanarteme to give his word to {pare their lives,.
and they weuld immediately furrender themfelves into his hands..
When Maria had delivered this meflage to her uncle, he aflembied.
21 the chiefs of the people to confider what was to be done, who:
were all at firft againft granting this requeft, being greatly in-
cenfed againft the ftrangers, for the mifchiefs they had done them
in the frequent invaflons of their ifland. But the Guanarteme of
Galdar determined at all events to fave them; and being much
beloved and refpected by the Canarians, foothed {ome, threatened
others, and at length fo wrought upon: them all, that they agreed
to {pare the lives of the Europeans. The matter thus fetiled, the
Guanarteme went to Diego de Sylva, and gave his word that
neither himfelf nor the reft of the natives would do him-or his
followers any harm; upon which they delivered up their arms,.
and came out of the fortrefs. 'The Guanarteme then cmbraced
Biego de Sylea, thewed him many tokens of friendthip and com-
paflion, condudted him to the village of Gaidar, where he refided,
. and
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and gave him and his troops Doth meat and drink, of which
they flood in great need after fo long an abflinence : and after
they had refiethed themfelves, the Guanarteme and Gayres, or
Chiefs, of the village, together with a number of the natives,
conducted them in fafety to their thips. On their march they
came to 2 very high and fteep precipice, with a path (o narrow
that only one perfon at 2 time could defeend : here Diego de Sylya
and his men fulpe@ed that the natives had betrayed, and in-
tended to throw them down headlang from the precipice : ac-
cordingly they intimated their {ufpicion to the Canarians, and
accufed them of a breach of faith. The natives, when they un-
derftood this, were extremely affronted: the Guanarteme, how-
“ever, made no reply to this accufation, but defired Diego de Sylva
to take hold of the fkirt of his garment, and he would lead
him down; he likewile ordered his men in the (ame manner to
affift the Europeans; thus they all defcended fafe to the bottom,
from whence was a road to the thore near where the fhips lay at
anchor. 'The Guanarteme and his people then gave them leave
to embark, but complained much of their being fufpedted of
fo much bafenefs, as, after having plighted their faith for their
fafety, to entertain a defign to deftroy them. Diego de Sylea
was at 4 lofs how to exprefs his gratitude to the Guanarteme for
his humang and generous behaviour ; and when he went on board
made him a prefent of 2 gilt fword and a fearlet clogk, and to
each of the Gayres 2 fine mufquet: he then took his leave. The
precipice and harbour have from that time taken the name of Diego
de Sylva, in memory of this adventure, De Sylva and his detach-
ment returned to Diego de Herrera at Gando, to whom they re-
lated the whole of what had befel them; at which he was greatly
aftonithed, and could net conceive whence thelerBarbarians had
acquired fuch noble fentiments of valour and generolity, How-
gver, this did not prevent him from attacking thém a fecond

©otime;
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time ; but, vpon being joined again by Diego de Sylva and his
corps, marched forward with the whole of his forces, to give
battle to the iflanders. The Canarians on their fide, far from
being backward to engage, met them with great intrepidity,
and a bloody battle enfued, in which the natives were worlted,
and obliged to retreat, which they did ftep by ftep, without the
leait diforder. Many were killed and wounded on both fidesy
but the Europeans took fome prifoners, among whom was a va-
liant chief named Mananidra, whom Diego de Sylva remembered
to have fzen at Galdar; and mindful of what he owed him, he
went immediately to Diego de Herrera, and earneftly intreated
him to give this man his liberty, who at length granted his re-
queft, though not witout great unwillingnels. Diego de Sylva
then {ent him away, loaded with many valuable prefents,

Tue Portugueze employed in this expedition, fecing no pro-
{pect of fpeedily reducing the ifland, or of ending a war in which
they were likely to receive no advantage, were greatly chagrined
and difcontented, and begged of their chief, Diege de Sylva, to
allow them to return to Portugal. When Herrera was made ac-
quainted with this murmuring among the troeps, he thought it
moft expedicnt to make peace with the Guanarteme of Galdar,
and return to Lancerota, where he delivered his daughter Donna
Maria de Ayala to her hufband, together with a great number of
flaves of both fexes, that had been taken in fundry expeditions
againft the iflands ; with whom Diego de Sylva embarked, toge-
ther with his troops, and returned to Lifbon, where he and
his Lady Donna Maria were moft gracioully received by King
Alonzo, From this marriage are defcended the prefent Counts of

Pontalegre in Pertugal.

H CHAP.
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C H A P XIV.

Herrera migkes another Expedition to Canaria, and builds a Fort at
Gando.

ALTHOUGH both Diego do Herrera and Donna Ignes
Peyaza had the redu@ion of Caparia greatly at heart, yet
they laid afide all thoughts of accomplifbing it by dint of arms;
for, befides the departure of the Portugueze, their own vaflals and
the natives of the conquered iflands were heartily tired of fo many
unfoceefsful attempts, and defirous of refting from the fatigues of
war, in order to enjoy tranquillity at home with their families,
and employ themfelves in the more agreeable labour of cultivat-
ing their lands. Thele things confidered, made Herrera think
proper to go another way to. work, which would require time
and patience to accomplith and bring to maturity, For this
purpofe, accompanied by the Bifhop, Don Diego Lopez de Yi-
lefeas, he went with fome thips to Gando, which he imagined to
be the fittelt place for his defign. The iflanders difcovered his
thips, from the mountains, while they were yet at a confiderable
diftance from the land, and by means of their fignals inftantly
alarmed the whole ifland; when the main body marched to
Gando, to wait the arrival of the Europeans: but fecing them
approach peaceably and without arms, they held a gonfer-
ence with them, and heard theilr propofals. The Guanartemes
and Faycas, or Priefis, were prefent at this interview, which
ended in eftablithing 2 firm peace and a mutual intercourfe of trade
between the two parties. The Bifhop and Herrera, under pretence
of having = place of worlhip for fuch of their people as thould
come to trade 1n the ifland, obtained leave of the natives to build
3 fort at Gando., By this treaty Herrera was to have all the or-

chilla
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chilla weed which the ifland produced, on paying only for the
people’s labour who gathered it : and, to remove all caule of dif-
truft from the natives, he gave them twelve hoftages as a fecurity
for the due performance of the treaty. Theé prifoners on both
fides were by this peace to be {et at liberty. The Europeans now
began with all diligence to erect the fort, in which they received
great affiftance from theCanarians, who {upplicd them with pleaty
of timber from the mouantains, and otherwife laboured for them
in mixing lime and carrying {tones, [o that in & fhort time the fort
was completed. It was {pacious and well fituated, being buile
on a high rock, the foot of which was clofe to the harbour.
Hecrera ftaid there fome few days after it was finithed; and, be=
fore.his departure, took care to farnith it with a fufficient quan-
tity of ammunition and previfions, lcavmg a good garrifom;
commanded by one Pedro Chemida, ‘who was well known to
and much beloved by the natives; with him he left orders,
that, notwithitanding the treaty of peace, if a fair apportunity
thould offer of making himfelf mafter of the ifland, ke (hould by
o means negleét it : at the fame time advifing him, if pofiible, to
divide the natives by fomenting quarrels and ftirrifig up jealoufies
among them, fo as to form a party in favour of the Europeans.
After giving thefe honeft and penerous inftructions, he departed
for Lancerota, in company with the Bithop, highly pleafed with
the fuccefs of his projed, of which he hoped foon to reap the
inoft agrecable fruits,

Ha CHAP,
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C H A P XV

A RQuarrel happens between the Canarions and Pedro Chemide =
what followed thereapon.

NOTW’ITHSTANDING the peace which had been {o lately
concluded and eftablithed between the Canarians and Her-
rera, Pedre Chemida, in compliance with his mafter's orders,
fought a proper opportunity to make himfelf mafler of the ifland;
and, to effect his defign, he purpofely did feveral things which he
knew would be offenfive to the natives, who thercupon com-~
plained to him of not taking proper care to obierve the feveral
articles of the treaty which they had made with Diego de Her-
rera, and accufed him of privately feizing and concealing certain
noble Canarians with a defign to fend them away from the ifland;
but finding that Pedro Chemida gave no ear to. their complaints,
nor fhewed. the leaft inclination to redrefs their grievances, they
departed, and refolved to watch an opportunity of being avenged on
their oppreflors. It happened foon after, that fome of the'Spa-
miards going carelefly out of the fort, the Canarians fell upon.
them, and killed five. Upon this Pedro Chethida complained to.
the Gayres, or Chiefs of the ifland ; who, in their turn, refufing to
give him any (atisfaction ;. he therefore refolved to do himfelf jultice
by force. This kindled the flames of war anew between the two.
nations, to the no {mall effitfion of blood. The Canaridns now
perceived their error in having allowed the Spaniards to build this
fort, which bid defiance to their united {orces, and wus moreover
a very great fcourge to them ; for the Europeans mnaking frequent
fallies, vfed to carry off the cattle, take many of the natives pri-
foners, and afterwards retire to the fort, which always afforded
them a.convenient fhelter, after having committed their depreda-
tions.

It



THE CANARY ISLANDS, 0y

Ir happened foon after, that as fome of the garrifon were out on
one of thefe marauding parties, the natives defignedly drove fome
cattle in their way, as it were by accident, and thus drew them by
degrees to a confiderable diftance from the fort, into an ambully
that had been prepared for them; while another party of the na-
tives was pofted in fuch a mannper as to cut off their retreat to the:
fort. On a fignal concerted between them, thofe in ambuth fud-
denly fell upon Chemida’s men, and killed 2 great number of
them, and the reft, who apon this fled towards the fort, fell into the'
hands of the other party, who killed fome of them, and took the
others prifoners, fo that not one efcaped. The Captain Manani-
dra, who had the command of this enterprize, ftripped the Eure-
peans, both living and dead, of their cloaths, which he made one
half of his ewn men put on, and placed the other half in ambuth
very near the fort;. he then ordered fome of the Canarians in their
own proper habits to chace thofe drefled like Spaniards towards
the fort. Pedro Chemida, and his men who remained there, fee-
ing this purfuit,. and believing their party was worfted, fallied ont
to the relief of their fuppofed countrymen, leaving the gates open ;
when the party wha were in ambuth perceiving this, rufhed into the-
fort, while the difguifed Canarians fell upon the Spaniacds, and made
them prifoners,  After this manner was the fort of Gando takens
and left another garrifon (hould be fent from Lancerota, they
burnt the wood of the fort, and razed the walls thereof to the
ground ; but as to the prifoners, they treated them, according to:
their ufual cuftom, with gentlenefs and humanity. A fmall fith-
ing bark at that time happened to be in the port, which failed
immediately and gave notice of the lofs of the fort to Diego de
Fervera and Donna Ignes Peraza, who were extremely grieved
at finding their favourite project thus difconcerted : bur Dom
Diego de Yllefcas, the Bithop, was afflicted beyond nieafure ; for
being now old, he loft all hopes of bringing the natives to the

4 profeflion
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profeflion of the Romifh faith, by which doubtlefs he hoped to
acquire no fmall degree of honour.

Tue taking of the fort of Gando manifeftly fhews what kind
of people the Canarians were, and that they wanted neither
courage or condut in war.  Plutarch, in his Life of Sertorius,
relates, as one of the greateft exploits of that General, his taking
a town in Spain by a ftratagem of much the fame naturc with
this of the Canarians in regard to the fort at Gando. The na-
tives in the courfe of the long war hetween thein and the Euro-
peans, gave many fignal inftances of their watlike difpofition ; it
is bard to determine whether they were more fubtle in contriv-
ing ftratagems, or obflinately courageous in the time of a&ion.
Among other contrivances they had to furprize the enemy, the
following merits notice: they trained a great number of fea-
gulls, which they kept in and about the villages near the fea-
thore; and when they faw any barks approaching, they laid
an ambufh near one of thofe villages. The Europeans hay.
ing experienced the fubtlety of thefe people, never went athore
to carry off captives or to plunder, but they firlt carefully looked
about them, and examined every corner where they imagined
there might be people concealed, and never went far from their
boats. Once a number of Spaniards from Lancerota landed, and
feeing no body near the thore, they ventured to go a fmall diftance
in land, where was a large village; upon the fight of which they
were going to retreat, but obferving fea-gulls flying about the
houfes, they concluded it to be uninhabited, fo they went boldly
up to it, when on a fudden the natives ruthed from their hiding
places, furrounded and made them all prifoncrs.

ArFTER the taking of Gando, the Guanarteme of Telde, naned
Bentagoyhe, died, and left a fon and davghter.  One Doramas,
reckoned
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reckoned the moft valiant man in the ifland, and who had rebelicd
againft his mafter, the Guanarteme of Galdar, gathcféd fome
of the chiefs of Telde together, and got himfelf declared Guan-
arteme of that diftrict; which when he of Galdar heared, he
was afraid that the life of his coufin, the fon of Bcntagoyhé,
might be in danger, and therefore fent for him to come and re-
fide with him in Galdar.

C H A P. XVL

Dicgo de Hervera goes ta Spaim, to anfwer the Complaints mady
againft bim by bis own People.

THE Europeans in the iflands became every day more and
: more difcontented and diffatished with Dicgo de Herrera,
who obliged them, contrary to therr inclinations, to go upon thofe
hazardous enterprizes to fo little purpofe : but when they heard
of the affair of Gando, and the captivity of Pedro Chemida, with.
his garrifon and the twelve hoftages, they loft all patience. Many
of them went to the ifland of Madeire, in order to get a pafiage
from thence to Spaip, intending to lay their grievances before thefe
who had power to redrefs them. The Canarians, after having
made Pedro Chemida and his garrifon prifoners, treated them cx-
tremely well, and regaled them with the beft they had. Pedro was for
well aequainted with their difpofition, and managed them {o art-
fully, as to perfuade them that they had been the aggreffors in the
war, and had done wrong in razing the tower of Garde, infomuch
that they called a meeting of the Guanartemes, Faycags, and
principal people; at which it was agreed to fend ten ambaffadors *

tor

"% The Canatians who were fent on this embafly to Lancerota were Acorayda,
famt Telde; Egencnaca, from Aguimes; Yildacane, from Terceda; Aridanny, from
Aguerata s
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to Lancerota, to make their excules to Herrera and Donna Tgnes
Peraza for what had paffed. Thefe envoys embarked in a Lance~
rota veffel, and carried with them Pedro Chemida, his garrifor,
and the twelve hoftages. 'When they arrived there, they waited
. on Diego de Herrera and Tgnes Peraza, kiffed their hands, afked
their pardon for what they had done, and prefented to them the
prifoners and hoftages. They were gracioully received, kindly
cntertained, and all paft offences were forgiven. A new treaty
was then made, by which all the orchilla in the ifland appet-
tained to Herrera, who on his part was to reftore all the Cana-
rians that were then in Lancerota and Fuertaventura, When
the vaffals of Diego Herrera, who went to Madeira, heard of this
peace (which was concluded on the 11th of January, 1476), and
of the return of the captives from Canaria, they wanted to return
to their allegiance to their Lord, and enter again upon their for-
mer pofleffions; but Herrera would not fo much as permit them
to come upon the ifland of Lancerota, Upon which they went
to Caftille, and laid their complaints before their Majefties Don
Ferdinando and Ifabella, who gave orders to enquire into the af-
fair, and that Herrera fhould be fent for, to anfwer the charges
taid againft him. Some time before this, Herrera had contracted
his daughter, Donna Conftanza Sarmiento, to Pedro Hernandez
Sayavedra, 2 man of an illuftrious family in Spain, and one of the
Twenty-four of Seville, who advifed his father-in-law to come
over to Spain, to anfver in perfon to the accufations laid again(t
him. He followed this advice, and appeared at court, where he
made a ftrennous and good defence.  But their Majefties, who had
inview to add the three unconquered iflands to the crown of Spain,
pretended that Diego de Herrera was not able to make himfelf

Apuerata; Saco, from Agacre; Achutindae, from Galdar; Adeun, from Tzmara-
fayte; Arwenteylac, from Artevirgo; Ahuteyga, from Artiacor; and Guriruguian,
Jeom Arucas,

mafter
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mafler of them by his 6wn power, and that it was ahfolutely ne-
ceffary they fhould be conquered, in order to bring the na-
tives over to the Chriftian faith. Diego de Herrera and Ignes
Peraza were by no means pleafed with this propoefal ;' however,
thcy were obliged to comply, and received in lieu of all their
right to Canaria, Tenerife, and Palma, five millions of mara-
vedis*, with the title of Count of Gomera for their eldeit (on.
This transfer was made in the latter part of the year 1476,

C H A P XVIL

Diege de Herrera and bis Son-in-law, Pedro Hernandez Sayavedra,
go over te Barbary, to fuccour the Caftle of Mar Pegueno,

AF TER the ceflion of the three illands to the crown, Diego
‘A de Herrera returned to Lancerota, and brought with him
his fon-in-law Don Pedre Hernandez Sayavedra, to confummate
his marriage with bis danghter Donna Conftanza. When the
feaftings and rejoicings on that occafion were over, Herrera and
Lis fon-in-law determined to go over to Barbary, to fuccour the
caftle of Mar Pequeno -, which Herrera had built on that coatt,
oppofite the ifland of Lancerota, and which was then befieged by
the Sheriff 4, with an army of ten thoufand foot and three thou-

{fand

* Five miillions of maravedis Is 2 fum not exceeding three thoufand paunds ste-
jing; butas in thofe days America was not difoovered, and there was litele commerce
n ""\nun, [ dare fay that fum was then ac leaft cqual in value to :h.|tv thouland
pounds fteiling at prefent.

+ Where this caftie ftood T know not, but fuppoels it n-nglu be fomnewhere about
the mouth of the river called by the Arabs Wad-noon ; for in fome of our old fea-

«charts of the conft of Basbhary, and the Canary Iilands {which are very incorredt)
there is g place an the coaft of Barbary, oppefite o the Conary Iflands, culled Mar-
pivenn, which T take to be 2 corruption of Mar Pequeno.

) 3 Tbis Sheriff could not be King of Moracco ; bucaufe it was in the )rc‘f 1519,
mbefore the two brothers, the Sherilfs, killed Muley Nazar Buchenwuf Elenteta,

1 : the
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fand horfe. They accordingly embarked feven hundred men,
with the utmolt expedition, on board five {hips, and ieon afrer
arrived before the caltle ; which when the Sheriff underftood, he
raifed the ficge, and Herrera returned with Sayavedra to Lan-.
ceroti,

Some time after, o Moor, of about thirty years-of age, called
Helergrut, came to the caftle of Mar Pequeno, defiriug to be
made a Chriftian. This tman told the Governor, Chriftopher
Tenorio, that if Herrera would return to Barbary with his forces,
he would (bew him where he might make a valuable prize.
Upon- this the Governor fent ‘him over to Lancerota, where he
was kindly received and entertained by Herrera, wha, according
to his defire, canfed him to be baptized by the name of Juan Ca-
macho. This man perfuaded Herrera and his fon-in-law to re-
turn with a confiderable foree to- Mar Pequeno ; from whence
they fet out and-marched towards Tagaoff, till they came te 3
place where was an Adouar, eor company of Moors dwelling in
tents, whom shey approached unperceived; and then giving the
cry of St. Tago *! (or St. James) fuddenly attacked them, and
took one hundred and fifty-eight prifeners, men, women, and
children included, with whom they returned to the cattle.  Juan
Camacho ferved as their guide in this expedition, as he did in all
thofc which they afterwards undertook to the coaft of Barbary,,
being no lefs in number than forty-fix. In thefe they feldom failed
of fuccefs, ncver returping without a confiderable number of pri-
foners.
the then King of Morocco, and rc.igned inhis fead. Tt is probuble he was one of
the Sherifian family, which lived not far diftant from the Caftle of Mar Pequeno,
. at 2 place called Tigumadert, in the province of Darz.  As in my auther's time the

Kings of Morocco were ftyled Sheriffs, he might imagine they were ulways (o
ealled. ’ : .
® This is 3 figna} ufed by the Spaniards when they are paing to make an attack,.
or fall on the enemy; St lago (or St. James) being the tuelar faint of Spaim, as
Bt, George is of England. _
5 My
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My author fays he knew this Moor, and had often heard him
relate his adventures: He died at laft peaceably in his bed, at
Lancerota, in the year 1591, aged one hundred and forty-fix years.
The Bithop and General of the iflands being then in Lancerota,
wrote an account of this man’s life ; by which it appeared, that
notwithftanding his great age, he walked perfedly upright, and
could fec clearly till the time he was taken fick and died. Two
years before his death he married a Moorith girl of twenty years
of age, by whom he had a fon, at leaft it was generally fuppofed
to be his,

Tar Spaniards concerned in thefe expeditions to the coaft of
Barbary were not, however, all {o fortunate as the renegado Ca-
macho; and Sayavedra was in particular a fufferer, for a natural
fon * of his, a youth of great merit, being taken by the Moors,
died in captivity at Fez, whofe tory is thus related by Diego de
Torres, in his Hiftory of the Sheriffs : ¢« When this tyrant (the
<« Sheriff' ) chofe New Fez for his refidence, he ordered his trea-
“< fure, his children, his wives, and his flaves to be brouglt thither.
¢ Among the laft there was one named Alonze Peitz de Saya-
« yedra, fon of the Count of Gomera by a Moorith woman, his
« captive, who was 2 relation of the Sheriffs. e was a young
< man of great courage, and {o perfectly verfed in the Arabic and
<« other languages {poke in this country, that I have heard the
« Sheriff declare, that few or none of the natives of Barbary {poke
¢« them fo well.  Befides thefe qualifications, he poffeffed one of
* 3 morc noble and praife-worthy nature, namely, an luviolable
“ regard for, and attachment to his religion. But before 1 fay
¢ any thing on this head, I {hall relate in what manner he be-

* My author dots not mention this young man's captivity ; but from his name,
and the tinte when he was taken by the Moors, T am perfuaded be is the fame Saya-
vedra who (s menuioned in Dicgo de Torres’s Hiftory of the Sheriffs,

I 2 1 came
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came z flave to the Sheriff, When he was a youth, Ke was
concerned with fome inphabitants of the Canary Iflands in
making feveral defeents on the country of the Azanaga Moors;
and baving taken fome prifoners, he came to the port of Ta~
hagoz, and fent to the Governor for a fafe-condudt, in order to
treat forthe ranfom of the captives; which the Governor granted,
but at the fame time fent an exprefs to the young Sheriff, who
was thegy at Tarudant, informing him that Alonzo Ptrez de
Sayavedra was at the port, with a fufe-condull, treating about
the ranform of forne prifoners. The Sheriff, being irritated
againft Sayavedra on account of the many incurfionshe had made
upon his country, refolved to- make himfelf mafter of his
perfon, while he thought himfelf fecure under the faith of the
paffpert.  With this defign he ordered fome Zabras, or large
boats, to be armed.and manned at Aguer ¥, in arder to fize him
on board Bis thip: accordingly they boarded her in.the night-
time, and made all the Spaniards that were in her prifoners.
Alonzo Perez de Sayavedra was brought before the Sheriff,
who infulted him with reproaches, and ordered him to be
fettered with chains of ftventy pounds weight; and he
remained  a flave till his death, which happened fix-and-
twenty years after. The Sheriff, canfidering him as his kin{-
man, treated him with fome refpe; but being apprehienfive
of his enterprifing genius, would not on any account permit him.
to be ranfomed. In his neceflities he was often vifited and re-
licved by the Gevernors and by the relations of the Sheriff’s
mother. The King always allowed him a better fubfiftence
than he did the reft of his {laves: moreover, he was one of the-
beft players at chefs in all- Barbary {and the Wooss value them-
felves much on their dexterity at this game), infomuch that by
chefs and making of fringes, he made a (hift to maintain hime-

#. Called by the Evropeans Santa Cruz..

2 s feleT
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{tIf comfortably : at making thefe latter efpecially, he was fo
expert, that all people of rank were fond of weariug thofe of
his manufa&uring. In the year 1545, when the Sheriff was
going again{t Fez, he endeavoured to perfuade Sayavedra to
turn Mahonredan, alleging that Mahemedanifm was the only
true religion, and that alone by which he could be faved © in
fhort, that if he would embrace the Muflulinan faith, he would
give him his liberty, and one of his daughters in marriage, with
the title of Alcayd'of the Aleayds (i. e. the Governor of the
Governors).  Sayavedra heard him patiently, and then, like a
true Chriftian Knight, he anfwered the Sheriff, That although
he was fenfible that during his captivity he had received many
favours from him, and that the offers he now made him were
very confiderable, yet had they no weight in his mind, he being
determined to {uffer a thoufand deaths rather than abandon the
Saith of Jefus Chrift, and turp Mahomedan. The Sheriff was
yexed at this anfwer, but never after defired him to change his.
religion. At laft he brought him to Fez, where he ended his.

days.”

THE
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BOOK §ECON D

C H AP L
Of tbe Etymology of the Word Canaria.

N the foregoing book we find that John de Betancour named
I this Mland Gran Canaria, addin_g the epithet Grand to its for-
mer name Canarja. IHe did not this on account of its fize
(for it is not the largeft of the Canary Iflands), but becaufe of the
ftrength, courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled ajl
his attempts to {obdue them. But how it eame by the name
Canaria is not eafy to determine ; for fince thofc iflands were
known by the name of the Fortunate Iilands, this has always re-
tained its proper name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that this ifland
was named Canaria on account of its abounding with dogs of a
very large fize, two of which were prefented to Juba, King of
Mauritania. ‘This opinion, however, fcems to want foundation;
for it is natural to fuppofe that thefe dogs would have increafed
greatly fince Pliny’s time, whereas, on the contrary, when the
Europeans came to Caparia they found not any dogs on the ifland.
Other
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Other authors (among whem are Francifco de Tamara, in his
Cuftoms of all Nations; and Homara, in his General Hiftory of
the Indies) affirm that this ifland 1s called Canaria from the na-
tives eating, like dogs, raw flefh in great quantities : but this af-
fertion is falfe’; for the natives ate flefth very moderately, and
never raw. It is true, indeed, they only half roafted it; and the:
reafon they gave to the Spaniards, at the time of the congueft,,
for this kind of cookery was, that the juice of the meat s its fub-
ftance, confequently the beft and moft proper nourifhment for

inen.

My author gives two opinions concerning the name Canaria,
which indeed appear more probable than either of the foregoing.

Tur firft 15, that in Canaria there are a gréat many thory
bufhes, which bear firuit of a red colour, called in Latin Uva Ca-
nina, i. e. Dog's Grape. Thofe who dilcovered this ifland in the
timne of the Romans, feeing fuch a number of thofe buthes, might
from them name the ifland Canaria.

Tue fecond opinion is, that it is named Canaria becaufe it
abounds with an herb, called in Latin Canaria (but in the Caf~
tillian language, Triguera), which the dogs eat in the fpring, to
caufe themfelves to vomit or purge. When people fend their
horfes to the field to graze, they take care to prevent their feed-
ing in places where much of this herb grows, as it caufeth a great
increafe of blood in them, and that fo. fuddeniy as to {ubjedt them
to danger of fuffoeation. He adds, that in the fkirts of Mount
Atlas, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans calted Canarios, who.
perhaps firft difcovered and peopled this ifland, and called it after
their own name. But after all thofe opinions, he does not inform,
us what name the natives called the illand by, which is certainly.

' a great.
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a great omifiion ; however, by his manner of treating the ety-
mology of the name, it is to be fuppofed he took it for granted
that they themfelves called their ifland Cantria.

Prinvy makes mention of a people called Canarii, who dwelt
beyond Mount Atlas ¥, and bordering upon the country of the
Peroefi Ethiopians.

Proremy the geagrapher ealls Cape Blanco, in Africa, or
fome other cape on that coaft, fronting the Canary Iflands, Gan-
naria Extrema: and the Blacks, who now live on the banks of
the river Senegal, call all that country between that river and
Mount Atlas, Gannar, Formerly they knew more of it than at
prefent, which I thall have oceafion to prove in the defeription of
that country.

Frowm this fimilitude of names one would be naturally led to
believe that the natives of the ifland Canariz and thofe of the
neighbovring continent of Africa, were one and the fame people.
For Pliny was certainly mifinformed when he related, that the
Canarit bordering upon the Peroefi Ethiopians, werc fo called
from their Jiving in fellowthip with dogs, and fharing with, and
devouring like them, the bowels of wild beafts.

\

C H A P 1II

Treats of the ancient Inbabitants of Canaria, their Manners and
Cuflons,

BEN the Europeans came firlt to Gran Canaria, that

ifland was fuppofed to contain no lefs than fourteen thou-

fand fghting wmen; but a great ficknels or plague prevailing
# This country is that pact of Africa adjacent to the Canary Iflands,

amongf
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amongft them fome time after, it fwept away two thirds of the
inhabitants. They were of a dark complexion, like the natives
of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, well proportioned, and of & good
ftaturc; aflive, warlike, chearful, good-natured, and fri¢tly faith-
ful to their promifes, infomuch that they confidered a lye as the
" greateft of crimes. They were very fond of hazardous enter-
pr"izes, fuch as climbing to the top of fteep precipices, to pitch
poles of {o great a weight, that one of them was a fufficient bur-
den for a man of common firength to carry on level ground.
The Spaniards affirm that the devil afiifted them in placing
thefe poles, that others, attempting the like, might full down
headlong and be deftroyed. My author fays, he believes this ta
be true; and that the devil appeared to them in the fthape of an
animal refembling a thock dog, and fometimes in athcr figures,
wh:ch the natives called Tibicenas.

- Tue Canarians had nobility among them, who were diftin-
guifhed from the vulgar by the peculiar cut of their hair and
beards. It was not fufficient to entitle 2 man to nobility, that he
was the offspring of noble or rich parents; but he was to be
formally declared noble by the Faycag, a perfon of great rank,

and next in dignity to the Guanarteme, whofe bufinefs it was to
decide differences amang the natives, and regulate the ceremonies
of their religion: in fhort, he was a prieft, and afed alip as a
Judge in cuul affairs,  Thleir thanner of conferring nobrhty was
very fingular : at a determined time of 11fe, the fon of a nobleman
let his hair grow long; and when he found he had ftrength fuf-
ficient to bear the fatigues of war, he went to the qucag, and
fmd < I am fuch an one, the (on of fuch a nobleman, and defite to
¢ ‘be ennobled alfo.” Upon which the Faycag went to the town
or village where the young man was brought up, -and there af-
{fembled all the nobles and others of that place, whom he made’
o K to
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to fwear folemnly by *Acoran, their god, to declare the trath
concerning him. He then atked them, if they had ever feen the
youth demean himfelf fo far as to drefs viGuals or to go into the
folds to look after theep or goats, and whether he was ever
known to milk or kill them: if they kncw any thing of his
ftealing cattle, or forcibly taking them away from their owners
In time of peace: whether he was any way difcourteous, ill-
tongued, or guilty of any indecent behaviour, efpecially to wo-
men. -If to thefe queftions they all unfiwered in the negative,
then the Faycag cut the youth’s hair in 2 round form, and fo
fhort as not to hang beneath his ears; then giving into his hand
a faff or pole called Magade, declared him noble. . But, on the
other hand, if the ftanders-by could charge him with any of
thofe things, of which the Faycag had interrogated them, and
bring fuficient proof thereof, then inftead of being declared
noble, the Faycag fhaved his head, and fent him away in dif-
grace, by which he was rendered incapable of nobility, and ve-
mained ever after a plebeian,

In their wars, they held it as bafe and mean to moleft or in~
jure the women and children of the cnemy, confidesing themn
as weak and helplefs, thereforc improper objefls of their re-
fentment : necither did they throw down ot damage the houfes of’
wosthip.

THE weapons ufed by the Canartans-in war, were clubs, which
they called Modagas ; and fharp-pointed poles, hardened by
fire, and thefe they named Amodagas. But after the Europeans.
began to invade their ifland, they made targets, in imitation of
theirs; and fwords of Te-a, or pitch-pine, the edges: of which were
hardened by fire, and tempered in fuch a manner that they cut
kke fteel,

7 Besipes
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Brsipts thefe, they had many other weapons, taken at dif
ferent times from the Europeans, and which they carefully pre-
ferved, and made good ufe of, in the day of battle.

BuT their chief firength lay in the before-mentioned Amoda-
gas or wooden fpears, and flones, which they threw with great
force and dexterity.

Tuuey had public places fet apart for fighting duels, in which
were eminences or ftages, raifed for the combatants to fight on,
that they might be the more eafily obferved by all the fpedtators.
When a chellenge was given and "accepted, the parties went to
the Council of the ifland, ¢alled in the Canarian language Sabor;
{which confifted of twelve membets called Gaytes) for a licence
to fight, which was eafily obtiined. Then they went to the
Faycag to have this licence confirmed 5 which being done, they
gathered together all their relations and friends, not to affift
them (for thofe people Jooked on with the fame compofure as if
the combat had been between two bealts ¥}, bur to be fpetators
of their gallantry and hehaviour. The company then repaired to
the pubiic place, or theatre, where the combatants mounted upon
two flones, placed at the oppofite fides of it, each ftone being
flat at top, and about half 2 yard in diameter. On thefe they ftood
faft without moving thetr feée, till each had thrown thiee round
frones at his antagonift, Though they were good mark{men, yet
they generally avoided thofe miffive weapons by the agile wriching
«of their bodies. Then arming themfelves with fharp flints in cheir
left hands, and cudptls or clubs in thieir fight, they drew near and
fell on, Deating and cutting each other 1ill they were tired ; when

* The Spaniards, and many Gther Faropeans, when they challenge, do not fight
iy earneft before 2 multitude of fpeftatars, like the Englith when they box publicty
in the fhreets; therefore my author (being a $pahistd) makes the shove rémark.

K2 the
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the parties, by confent, retired with their friends, to eat and
drink, but foon after returned to the fcene of adtion, and renewed
the engagement, cudgelled and cur each other with great dexte-
rity ag before, until the Gayres called out, Gama! Gama! (i. e.
Enough ! Enough! or Give over!) when they immediately Ieft
off, and ever after remained good friends.

Ir during the time of the combat, one of the parties happened
to break his eudgel, then the other immediately defifted from
firiking, and fo the difpute ended, and the parties were reconciled,
neither of them being declared victor. Thofe duels were generally
fought on public feftivals, rejoicings, or fuch like occafions, which
drew together 2 great concouwrfe of people, when the conibat-
ants had an opportunity to difplay their dexterity, ftrength, and
valour. Thefe fpectacles made a great imprefiion on the minds of
the youth, exciting in them a fpirit of emulation to excel in gal-
lant feats, If either of the combatants happened to be deeply
wounded, they beat a rufls till it became like tow, and dipping it
in melted goats butter, applied it to the wound, as hot as the pa-
tient could bearit : the older the butter was, the {ooner it efeéted:
3 Cyitre.

C H A P I

Of their Marriages, Manner-of educating their Children, of their
Worfbip, their Oaths,” and their Habits.

ONE of the Canarians had more than one wife, and the
wife one hutband, contrary to what fome mifinformed au-

thors affirm.  When the parents were inclined to marry their
daughter, they fet her apart thirty days, during which they
fed her with Jarge quantities of milk and goffio, in order to
fatten
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fatten her; for they Imagined lean women were lefs capable of
conceiving children than thofe who were fat. It has alfo been
faid, that the night before the bride was prefented to her huiband,

fhe was delivesed to the Guanarteme, who, if he did not chufe to

lic with her himfelf, gave her to the Faycag, or to fome other

noble perfon of his intimate acqaaintance,’ to enjoy her: but the

prefent natives deny that {uch a cuflom ever exifled among their

anceftors. They were very careful in the education of their chil-

dren, and never failed to chaftife them when they did amifs. It

was allb cuftomary, to propofe two of the youth as examples for

the reft, the one of virtue, the other of vice; and when a child

did any thing to difpleafe its parents, they told it that fuch an

adtion was like thok of the perfon fet-up as 2 bad example ; on

tha other hahd, when it did: any thing pr:u{c worthy, ' it was

commended, and told that fuch behavidur was amiable, and re-

refembled that of the good perforn.  This fort of inftraftion had

the defired effet, by railing the {pirit of emvlation among the -
youth 'to excel in virtnous actions.

_1 . . : L ' . .

Tuze Canarians had among them religious women, called Ma-
gadas, a2 number of whom lived together in one houfe, There
were many of thofe houfes in Canaria, which were held facred ;
and criminals. who fled to any of them, were protected from the
officers of juftice. ~The Magadas were diftinguithed from other
women by their long white garments, which fwept the ground
as they walked. The convents or houfes in which they dwelt
were called Tamoganteen Acoran (i ¢. houfes of god); bur
houles of worthip were called by the Canarians Almogaren (i. e.
temples or holy houfes); they were daily {prinkled with the
milk of goats from whom they did not take the kids, and which:
were {et apart for giving milk for that purpofe. They held that.
this Acoran dwelt on high, and governed every thing on the carth,

They
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They adored him by putting their hands together, and lifting
themn towards heaven,

Tn the ifland there are two rocks, one in the diftrict of Galdar,
named Tirmac ; the other in Tclde, called Vinicaya *. To
thefe rocks they went in procefiion in times of public calamity,
accompanied by the religious womben called Magadas, carrying
in their hands branches of palm-trees, and veffels filled with
milk and butter, which they poured on therocks, dancing round
them, and finging mournful fongs like dirges, or what the Spa-
niards call Endechas; from thence they went to the fea-fide, and
all at once and with one.accord ftruck the water forcibly with
their rods, fhouting together at the fame time with a very Joud
voice. Their divifion of time was not by days, wecks, and years,
as with us, but they reckoned by moons.

Tuz habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, with & hood to
it Yike that of a Capuchin Friar; it reached downi to the knees,
and was girded about the waift with 2 leather frap or girdle.
This garment was made of a fort of rufh, which they beat until
it was quite foft like flax, and rhen divided the filaments and
wove them together. Over this they wore cloaks of goat fkins,
with the hairy fide outwards in fummer, and inwards in winter..
'They alfo worg caps made of the fkins of goats, taken off almoft
entire, which they placed in {och a manner on their héads that they
had a goat's beard hanging under each ear, which they fometimes
tied under the chin, All thefe garments were neatly fewed and
painted, and in every other refpedt much more curious than thofe
of the natives in the other iflands.  Some wore honnets of fkins,
adorited with feathers, Their fhoes were made of raw hides,
iike thofe in Lancerota and Fuertaventura,

* They fivore by thefe rocks, and thol@ osths were very {olemn.
THEY
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Tury had public houfes, or rooms, in which they affembied
to dance and fing. -The Canarfan dance is {tiil in ufe in thele
iflands, and is called Canario: its flep is quick and fhort. Their
fongs were either dirges or amorous {onnets, fet to grave and
plaintive tunes.

, C H A P. 1V.
Of their Punifoments, Employments, and Manner of Fving,

HE Canarians were remarkable for thelr good government;

regularity, and ftrit adminiftration of juftice. When a
man committed a crime deferving of death, they apprehended
him and put him in prifon, where he was sried, and immedi~
ately upon cenviction they led him to the place of execution,
which was the fanme where they ofed to feaft, wreftle, and fight
ducls. Here the delinquent was ftretched on the ground, end
his head placed on a flat ftone; then the executioner, who was
a man fet apart for that office, taking up a large heavy ftone, and
lifting it as high as he could, he fuddenly let it falt on the cri-
minal’s head. But for crimes that were not worthy of death,
they ufed the Lex Talionis, eye for cye, tooth for tooth, &c.

Nowe of the Canarians exercifed the trade of a butcher except
the dregs of the'pcoplc. This employment was accounted fo ig-
aominious, that they would not o much as allow one of that
profeffion to enter into any of their houfes, or to touch any thing
belonging to them. It was made unlawful for the butchers even
to keep company with any but thofe of their own profefiion ;
and when they wanted any thing of another perfon, they were
obliged fo carry a ftaff with them, and point at what they wanted,
flanding at a confiderable diftance, As a recompence for this
! abjelt



72 . THE HISTORY OF

abject flate, the natives were obliged to fupply the butchers with
every thing they had occafion for. It was not Jawful for any
Canarian, except the butchers, to-kill cattle: when any perfon
wanted his beait, &c¢. to be killed, he was obliged to lead it to
the public hambles, but was not allowed to enter hiinfelf ; and
this prohibition extended even to the women and children,

Tue houfes in Gran Canaria were built of ftone, without ce-
ment, but fo neat and regular that they made' a beautiful appear-
ance. At the top they laid wooden beams or rafters, very clofs
to each other and covered them with earth. The walls of thefe
houfeswereverylow, 2nd the loorsfunk lower than the level of the
ground on which they ftood, being fo contrived for the advan-
tage of warmth in the winter feafon. Their beds and bedding
weve goat fkins drefled in the hair, after a moft curious manner,
Their other furnitere confifted of bafkets, and mats of palm-leaves
and rufhes, made extremely neat, and very ingenioufly wrought.
‘There were among them people whofe fole occupation was to
build houfes and manufadture mats, &c. The women in general
_were employed in painting and dying ; and in the proper feafon
they very carefully gathered the flowers, fhrubs, &c, from which
they extracted the feveral colours. The threads they ufed for
fewing and other purpofes were made of the {pringy nerves or
tendons of the loins of theep, goats, or fwine, with which they
were fupplied by the butchers, Thefe they firft anointed with
butter, and afterwards prepared by fire in {uch s manner that
they could {plit them into fine threads at their pleafure. Their
needles were made of bone, and their fith-hools of horn,  All
their veflels ufed in cookery were made of clay, hardened by the
fun, which they called Ganigos. ~Their wealth confifted chiefly
in goats, which they called Aridaman ;- and fome fheep, which
they called Taharan : they had alfo hogs, which they pamed Ta-

. guacen
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guacen. Their common food was barley-meal roafted, which
they called Goflio, and eat with milk or goats flefh, When they
made a feaft, they drefled this latter with hog’s lard or butter,
and this difh they called Tamazanona, Their barley, which they
called Afamotan *, they ground with a hand-mill. The follow-
ing is the manner in which they ploughed their lands; about
twenty people aflembled together, cach havieg a wooden inftru-
ment (not unlike 2 hoe) with 2 fpur or tooth at the end of it, on
which they fixed a goat's horn ; with this they broke the ground,
and afterwards took care, if the rain came not in its proper fea-
fon, to moiften it with water, which they brought by canals from
the rivalets. The women gathered in the corn, of which they
reaped only the cars: thefe they threthed with flicks, or beat
with their feet, and then winnowed in their hands.

Their only fruits were vicacorras, mocanesf, and wild dates;
and fome time before the conqueft of their ifland, they had figs:
green figs they call Archormafe, and dried ones Tehaunenca.
Their poor lived by the fea-coaft, chiefly on filh which they
catched in the night-time, by making a blaze on the water with
torches of pitch-pine. In the day-time, whenever they difcovered
» fhoal of fardinas, a (inall fith refembling herrings or pilchards,
a great nummber of men, women, and children waded into the fea,
and {wimmming beyond the fhoal, chaled the fith towards the fhore;
then with a nct, made of a tough kind of rufh, they inclofed and
drew thew to land, and there made an equal divifion of their
prize : in doing this, every woman in the company who had
young children, received a fhare for each; or if the happened to
‘be with-child, fhe received a fhare for the child in her womb,

* T have reafon to believe that by my author’s negligence thefe two words are tran (-
pofed ; Tamazanona hgnifying gnr]c}f, and Afamotan, the above-mentioned difh.

1 fhall have occafion to treat of this mare fully hercafter:

T See the Defeription of the Canany Iflands,
WHEN
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WrEN any of their nobles died, they brought out the corps
and placed it in the fun, tock out the bowels and entrails, which
they wathed, and then buried in the earth : the body they dried,
and fwathed round with bandages of goat fkins, and then fixed it
upright in a cave, cloathed with the fame garments which the de-
ceafed wore when alive.  But if no proper cave was at hand, they
carried the dead body to one of thofe flony places now called
Mal Paices, where, levelling the ground and fixing the fmall loofe
ftones, they made a coflin of very large ones, placed {o as not to
touch the body; then they took ancther large ftone, two yards in
length, wrought into a round form, and with this they clofed the
coffin, and afterwards filled up the nich between the top of the
round {tone and the outer part of the fides of the coftin with finall
ftones, in fo neat a manner, that every one who beholds them
muft be furprifed at the ingenuity of this people. Some of their
dead bodies were put into chefts, and afterwards depofited in a
kind of flone fepulchres. There were certain perfons among them
whofe profeflion it was, and who were fet apart for the purpofe
of preparing the dead bodies burial, and making ep the tonbs.

Taz lower clafs of people were buried in the Mal Paices, in
holes covered with dry ftones; and, excepting thofe bodies which
were placed upright in the caves, all the others were laid with
their heads towards the north.

C H A P. V.

Qf the Government of Gran Canaria, and of the fumass Princes wha.
ruled in that Iflond. '

THE natives of Gran Canaria were more polithed and civi-
_ lized than thofe of the other iflands. At the time’ of the
: canq‘ueﬁ of the ifland they were governed by two Princes ; but
before:
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before they were ruled by Captains, or heads of tribes, who pre-
fided over fmall circles, like parifhes; each tribe was confined to
its own diftri€, and not allowed to graze its flocks on the grounds
of another tribe.

In the divifion of Galdar, which is the moft fertile part of the
ifland, lived a virgin Lady, called Antidamana, of great worth and
inerit, who was held in high efteem by the natives, who had fuch
an opinion of her judgment and prudence, that they frequently ap-
plied to her to determine their differences, and never appealed
from her decifions; for the would not fuffer the party, againft
whom f(he had given the caule, to depart til} fhe had firft convinced
him of the juftice of the fentence; which fhe feldom failed to do
by the force of her eloquence, and the high charafer fhe bore for
equity. After fome years, the nobles (chagrined at feeing the
deference paid to this woman) thinking the bufinefs of a judge
or arbitrator belonged more propurly to their fex, perfuaded the
people no longer to refer their caufes to her decifion, or to regard
her fentences.  Wihen fhe found this, and perceived herlelf difs
regarded and defpifed, it ftung her 1o the quick, efpecially as fhe
had in a manner fpent the prime af her life in the fervice of the
public, who had now moft ungratefully deferted her, Being 2
wotnan of guick fenfe and clear underftanding, the did not vent her
refentment in vain complaints, but went to one Gumidafe, a Cap-
taio of one ¢f the diftrits, who was reckoned the moft valiant and
prudent of all the nobles of Canaria, and had great influence over
the people. ‘This nobleman lived in a cave, which at prefent is
called the Houfe of the Knight of Facaracas; to him fhe related
all her grievances, and propofed a match between them, to which
Gumidafe readily confented, and they were accordingly married
foon after. Gumidafe now fought various pretences to make war
sipon the other Captains, and proved victorious over themall ; fo

L 2 that -
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that at length he became King of the whole ifland.  He had by
his wife Antidamana, a {on named Artemis, who fucceeded his
parents in the government of the kingdom, reigned in the
ifland at the time of John de Betancour’s invading it, and loft
his life in 2 battle near Aguimes, as already mentioned. He left
two fons, who fthared the iftand between them : one of them,
called Bentagoyhe, was King or Guanarteme of Telde; the other,
" whofe name was Egonayche Semedan, was Guanarteme of Gal-
dar. It was agreed between them, that the Council of the twelve
Gayres, called Sabor, thonld be held in Galdar, which had been
the place of their father’s refidence; and that the Guanarteme of
Telde, with bis Gayres, (hould give their attendance there, But
Bentaghoyhe, who was of a proud and haughty difpofition, be-
ing pofiefled of a larger tract of land and a greater number of val-
{als than his brother, thought it beneath him to attend the Coun-
il at Galdar; and raifing an army of ten thoufand men, made
war upon Egonayche, in order to make himfelf fole maifter
of the illand. Although Egonayche Semedan could not mufter
sbove four thoufand men, yet he made head againft his brother ;
and, notwithftanding the fuperiority of his numbers, proved a
match for him ; for the Galdarans were courageous veterans, and.
had many- brave nobles to. command them : befides, their conn-
try could not be eafily invaded, by reafon of the ruggednefs of
its mountains and pafles. Each Guanarteme bad fix Gayres,
who were chofen from among the people, on account of their-
prudence and valour, to fit in the Council, and adminifter the
affairs of government. Thofe of Telde were called Mananis
dra, Nenedra, Ventahey, Ventagay, Guatinayga, and Autindana ;.
the Gayres of Galdar were Adargoma, Tazarte, Doramas, Tera~.
ma, Dayfa, and Caytafa. A line drawn from the villages of Ta-.
masazeyte, crofling the ifland towards the village of St. Nicho-.
las, where dwelt the people of Arganegui, was the boundary.
betwixt the ditteidts of Galdar and Telde.

ADARGOM A,
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AparRGoMA was the moflt powerful Gayre of the diftrict of
Galdar, as was Guoarinayga of that of Telde, both having very
large flocks of fheep and goats. It happened once that their thep-
herds or {e.vants quarrelled about the pafture, and carried their
complaints to their refpetive mafter or chief. Adargoma and
Guarinayga met to {ettle the difference, when, as they could not
agree jn opinion, they agreed to determine it by a wreftling match
in the following manner, namnely, that which ever fide {hould get
the vifory, the conquered party was to fubmit to the decifion of
the conqueror. This being agreed, they ftripped and began to
wreftle.  Adargoma was much fironger than his antagonift, but
this latter on the other hand excclled greatly in fkill and dexte-
rity, fo that the iflue of the conteft remained for a long time
doubtful ; at laft tkill prevailed over force, and Adargoma was
fairly thrown to the ground beneath his antagoniff; but neverthe~
lefs, having the advantage in ftrength, grafped Guarinayga fo
clofely, that, like Hercules in a like conteft with Anteus, ke al-
moft fqueezed the marrow out of his bones. Guarinayga, finding;
himfelf preffed in fuch a2 manner that his breath was almoft gone,
faid to Adargoma, Do notkill me; Tacknowlege Tam vanquifhed,
and fubmit. Upon which Adargoma releafed him, and they
" afterwards fettled the boundaries of their pafture in an amicable
manner. When Adargoma’s friends engquired of him concerning
the event of the combat, he anfwered that Guarinayga was the
victor ; and when the fame gueltion was puot to Guarinayga, he
replied that he had been vanguithed by Adargoma - {o that unti}.
the Europeans came to-the knowlege of this affair, from the re-
Iation of the parties concerned,. it remained a fecret among the
natives. This Adargoma was eminent for performing wonderful
feats: 1t 15 faid of him, that the ftrongeft man in the ifland could:
not prevent him from earrying-a veflel full of water to his mouth,.
and drinking out of it, without {pilling one drop. He was of

middle
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middle ftature, but very broad {houldered ; his name, Adargoma,
fignifies, in the Canary language, Shoulders of Rock.

Awsong the famous men in the diftri& of Galdar, was onc
Taycayte, which name in the Canarian language implies, an Un-
fhapen Body, and Aracayte, Stout Heart: the women, on account
of his uncouth figure, named him Arabifenen, i. . Savage. The
next in repute was Doramas, fo called from the uncommon width
of his noftrils, Doramas in their language fignifying Nolftrils: he
wis 2 man of a finall fize, but potfefied of greac ftrength,

Huanesen or Guanaben, and Caytafa, were great wreftlers.
Thefe two happening to be together on fome public occafion,
challenged each other to a wreftling match, which was held in
the prefence of the Canarians who aflembled as fpeGators.  The
dexterity of the two competitors was {o equal, that it was a long
time before either appeared to have any advantage over the other,
till at length the {pe@ators parted them. But Guanaben per-
ceiving that his antagonift’s ftrength was not weakened by the
fatigue of the combat, and confcious that his own was not fufi-
cient to permit him to engage a fecond time, called out to Caytafs,
and faid, ¢ Are you able to pcrform what I am going to do?”
Upon theother'sanfwering in the aflirmative, he unmediately ran to
the top of a high precipice, from whence he threw himfelf down
headlong. Caytafa difdaining to be out-done by him, followed
his example ; and thus they both perithed together. From this
action, fome mitinformed authors {ameng whom is Francifco de
Gomara, in his Hiftory of the Indies) fmagined that the Canarians
had a cultom of throwing themflves down from precipices,

Mawaniora, who was taken prifoner by Diego de Herrera, as
before retated, was alfo a perfon of great fame. It is [aid of him,
that
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that whenever he was about to engage in battle, Lie was frized
with an univerfal trembling, not through fear, but a fury and
eagernefs to engage. Alonzo de Lugo, of whom we (hall have oc-
cafion to fpeak hereafter, fecing Mananidra in fuch a condition,
afked him why he trembled ? his anfwer was, Well may the fle(k
tremble and recoil at the dreadful perils which the heart propofes
to lead it into.

C H AP VL

Certatn Inbabitonts of the Hfland of Majorca vifit Gran Canaric
Jome time before the Arrival of Yobn de Betancour,

IT has been already obferved, in the beginniog of this Hiftory,
that Don Luis de la Cerda intended to go in queft of the For-
tunate Iflands, and for that purpofe had fitted out fome fhips in the
ports of the kingdom of Arragon; but his death, which hap-
pened juft as things were got ready for that expedition, put a
flop to the veyage. Neverthelefs, it feems that fome of thofe
fhips, or others from Catalonja or Majorca, failed in queft of
the iflands at that very time ; of which we have no other account
than from the relation of the natives, and what may be collefted:
from their old fongs, in which fome account of thofe Majoreans
is given. By comparing their difterent traditions of this affair,
and arranging them in order of time, it appears to have been as
follows : fome thips, the crews of which wete Majorcans, an-
chored in the bay of Gando, between Aguimes and Felde, where
the people came athore to refrefh themfelves after the fatigue of
the voyage. At that time there were none of the inhabitants
near the fhore; for the natives, being unaccuftomed to the vifits
of firangers, lived in an unguarded manner, not thinking
they had any thing to fear from the fea, The Majorcans

- feeing,
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feeing no living perfon near, imagined the ifland to be unirthabited ;
and therefore advanced, without fear or circum(pedtion, towards
the villages of Telde and Agulmes, a good leaguc from the port.
IHere they were firft perceived by the natives, who, (urprifed at
the appearance of ftrange people on their ifland, gathered to-
gethey, attacked the Europeans with fticks and ftones, and
wounded {everal of them, ‘The Majorcans attempted to inake
fome refiftance ; but as the number of the natives greatly ex-
ceeded theirs, thefe laft were all made prifoners and carried to
Telde. When thofe in the fhips found what had happened, they,
without waiting to fee the iffue, fet {ail, and never appearcd
there again; {o that no account could be given of them.

T'rom Telde they difperfed the prifoners all over the iftand,
and treated them well, according to their cutom, for the Cana-
rians excelled perhaps all other people in greatnefs of [pirit and
generofity to thofe whom they vanquifbed, The Majorcans in
return did every thing they could to gain the efteemn and favour of
their new matfters, by which means a ftxi& friend{hip was foon
contrafled between them. It happened that fome of thofe Ma-
jorcans and Arragonians wete good artificers 3 they built houfes,
and painted thern elegantly with the colours which they extracted
from certain herbs and flowers which grew upon the ifland.
They alfo fitted up neat apartments 1 caves, which remained en-
tire long after the conqueft of the ifland. In the number of thofe
“who were taken prifoners, were two priefls, who were greatly
refpected by the natives. Thele fathers built two neat hermi-
tages, of ftone without cement, one of which they called §t. Ca-
therine's, in which they placed three images, one of the Virgin
Mary, another of 5t. John the Evangelift, and the third of Mary
Magdalen. The other hermitage {tands near Gaete, and is called
St. Nicholas's, whofe image is placed there, Some years after

3 . this,
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this, the ifland was vifired with a long and fevere famine; upon
which the Council fecretly agreed to deftroy the Majorcans, in
order to be eafed of the burden of their maintenance; which cruel
and barbarous refplution they were in fome meafure induced to
take by the (candalous behaviour of the frangers themfeives, My
author does not fay what crimes they were guilty of, but feems
to infinuate that they had made fome attempts of an heinous and
unnatural kind upen fome of the natives,. which rendered them
moft deteftable in their fight, as they were utter ftrangers to fuchf
abomination. Upon a fer time, according to the determination
of the Council, they maffacred themn all exeept the two Friass,
who being much in favour with the people, were carried to the
top of a high mountain, in which was a deep pit or cavern,
into which they caft them headlong. This cavern was fo deep
that no perfon knew where it ended; but after fome days, part
of the drefs of thefe Friars was caft upon the fea-thore, which
caufed the natives to conclude that the cavern had a communica-
tion with the fea. ‘This mountain is in the diftri® of Ginamar:
half a league from the fea-fhore in the'road to Telde, where ftands
a hermitage, dedicated to our Lady of the Conception, It was
theie Majorcans who firft brought figs to Gran Canarta, which they
planted, and the fruit being agreeable to the natives, they planted
more; fo that there were foon a great number of fig-trees ‘grow-
ing in the ifland. At the time of the above-mentioned famine,
the Canarians agreed to kiil all the female infants that {hould af=
terwards be brought forth, except the firit-born, This cruel de-
cree was made in order to leffen the number of inhabitants in the
ifland. But it did not continue long in force, for it pleafed God
to vifit the ifland with a long and grievous peftilence, which car+
ried off two thirds of the irhabitants, and was what ‘p:wed the
way to its conqueft ; for before this frourge, there were in the
ifland fourteen thoufand fighting men, who, had they been pro-

M vided
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vided with fire-arms, and been firmly anited, might; by reafon
of their ftrength, fkill, courage, and agility, have defeated the
famous Spanifh Armada, or even all the combined powers of Eu-
sope s for Canaria, and all the Canary Iflands, except Lancerota
and Fuertaventura, arce fo full of deep narrow vallies, or gullies,
high rugged mountains, and narrow dithcult pafles, that a body of
men cannot march into any of them the diftance of a league from
the {hore, before they come to places where an hundred men may
very eafily bafHle the efforts of a thoufand. This being the cafe,
where could fhipping enough be found to tranfport a fuflicient
pumbey of troops to fubdue fuch a people, :md in a country [o
ﬂrongly fortified by nature ?

C H A P VIL
"OF the Expedition of Don Yuan Rejon to Gran Ganariz. -

THE King and Queen of Spain, Don Ferdinando azd Donna
Ifabella, after paying to Diego de Herrera five millions of
maravedis, in liew of all his claims to the iflands of Grau Canariz,
Tenerife, and Palma, iffued orders for fitting out a fAeet of fhips,
to make the conqueft of them, notwithitanding they were at that
time engaged in a war againft Dan Alonzo king of Portugal.
"This order was immediately obeyed; fo that in a fhort time nine
hundred foet and thirty horfe, well armed and provided with every
neceffary for (uch an enterpsife, were raifed, and the command of
them given to one Do Juan Rejon, a native of the kingdom of
Arragon, an experienced foldier, and who had for his Lieutenant
Alonzo Jaizme, whafe fifter, Donna Elvira, was married to Juan
Rejon. ~ They were accompanied in the expedition by Don Juas
Bermudas, Dean of Rubican, » perfen well verfed in the affairs,
of the Canary Hlands,

Oxn
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O the 23d of May 1477, the whole armament embarked on
board the fleet prepared for their reception, at the port of St
Mary’s in Andalufia, and failed for Gran Canaria.. Their defign
vwas to have landed at Gando, in order to rebuild the fort lately
deftroyed there by the natives; but pafling neat the port of Ifletes,
and judginlg it to be a2 more convenient anchoring-place, they
dropped anchor there on the 22d of June, 1477. In the morn«
ing carly all the troops difembarked, in good order, and with-
out oppofition, On their landing they pitched a canopy or tent,
under which they ere@ed an altar, whete the Dean, Juan Berma-
das performed mafs in the prefence of all the troops, who affifted
thereat with great devotion and decorum. Immediately after mafs
the whole army began their march towards Gando, with defign
to encamp there ; but they had not proceeded far, when they were
accofted by a woman in the Canarion drefs, who atked them, in
the Caftillian langnage, whither they were going ¥ they replicd, ta
‘Gando. She then told them, that Gando was at a great diftance,
the road very bad and interrupted by precipices, which rendered
it ‘extremely dangeronms ; but tlrat at e finell diftance from thg
place where they then were, was a comniodious plain, with 2 rie
vulet of good water, plenty of fire-weood, with palms and fig-
trees, from whence they might have eafy accefs to all the princi~
pat places o the Hland. When the commander and officers, with.
the Dean, Juan Bermudas, had heard the woman, and had well
weighed the reafons (he brought i fupport of her advice, they
determined to march to the place fhe had pointed out, and ac-
cordingly putting themfelves under ber condudt, the brought
them to the {pot where now flands the city of Palimas.  There
they pitched thieir tents ; but looking afticrwards for their guide,
fhe was not 1o be found, which flled them all with amazement,
Juan Rejon, who was & devout worfhiper of St. Anna,. imagined
it Was no other than herfu[f who had appeared to them in the

Nf 2 drels
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drefs of a Canarizn woman. The Spaniards finding the place to
agree perfe@ly with what the woman had told them concerning
it; and thatit was very commodioully fitnated, being not above a
league from the harbour, they fixed their camp there, and fortified
it with a ftone wall, within which they erected u large magazive
for the ammunition, ftores, and prowﬁons which they had brought
{rom Spain,

¢ H-A P. VIL Y
The Battle of Guiniguade.

Few days before the arrival of Juan Rejon, the Guanarteme

of Telde having been carried off by the diftemper that had
proved fatal to great numbers of the natives, Doramas, one of the
Gayres of Galdar,- made intereft 'with the inhabitants of Telde,
who elected him for their Guanarteme, in preference to the fon
of the deceafed; who, not thinking himftlf fafe among the people
that had {et afide his elettion, retired to the dominions of his uncle
the King of Galdar, and put himfelf under his prote&ion. Such
was the ftate of affairs in the ifland when the armament from
Spain arrived. But when the natives found the Spaniards had
effeed their landing, were buitding houfes, znd by their condu
feemed determined to fettle themfelves on'the ifland, they called
to mind the injuries they had fuftained by permitting the caftie
of Gando to be built amongit them ; and therefore thoughe it
would be molt prudent, in their prefent fitvation, to lay afide aft
differences amongft themfelves, and, uniting their forces, en-
deavour to expel the invaders from the ifland. To effett this,
they procured a meeting betwen the King of Galdar and Dora-
mas (who had ufurped the fovercignty of ‘Telde), and the whole
body of Gayres. There they cordially agreed to join their feveral
forces
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forces under the command of Doramas, and to give battle to the
Spaniards the next day. Accordingly they raifed two thoufand
well-armed men, and marched towards the port: amang thefe
were many men of great courage, particularly Adargomaz, already
mentioned. When Juan Rejon faw the enemy approaching, in order
to give a plaufible colour to his proceedings, he fent to acquaine
them, that he was come, in the name of their Majefties of Cattille,
Don Ferdinando. and Ifibella, to invite them to leave their Lea-
then worlhip and to embrace Chriftianity 3 which if they ac-
cepted, their Majefties would immediately take thcm under their
proteétion, fo that no one fhould dare to injure or moTeﬂ: them ;
and that they fhould be allowed to remain in poffeflion of their
Iands, wives, children, and goods : but, on the contrary, if they
refufed this friendly invitation, they might be affured that the
Spaniards would never defift till they had cither pur them to death
or driven them all out of the ifland. The natives, either unwill-
.ing to abandon the religion of their anceftors, or flufhed with their
former repeated fuccefles againft Betancour and Herrera, told the
mefienger, that they would give Juan Rejon an anfwer the next
day early in the morning. The General readily comprehended
their meaning, and accordingly prepared for battle, expetting to
be foon attacked. Eartly in the morning he perceived their forces
coming down upon him, inorder of battle ; upon which he marched
outof hiscamp tomeet them, and thefight was begun on both fides.
The Canarians made the firft onfet with all the fury of men whofe
liberty was at ftake, being headed by their valiant chiefs Dora-
imas, Tazarte, and Adargoma. They were received with no lefs
vigour by Juan Rejon and bis men, whe, with the Dean, Juan
Bermudas, Captain of the horfe, Alonzo Jayfine, Standard-bearer,
and the Captains of the infantry, Alonzo Fernandez de Lugo and
Roderigo de Solorza, endeavoured to break the enemy’s ranks;

but the latter made a moft obflinate refiltance, fighting like lions.
The
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"The battle continued three hours, without any apparent advantage
on either fide: at lepgth Juan Rejon finding his array beginning
to give way in that part where they were attacked by the intrepid
Adargoma, he flew thither to {upport and encourage his troops ;
where fingling out Addrgoma, hecharged him furiouﬂy, and wound-
ed himfo defperately inthe thigh with his lance, that he lay on the
groond for dead. The Canarians, inftead of being difcouraged at
the fall of their champion, were fired with frefh rage, falling on
like incenfed tygers, infomuch that it might be {aid the tonfli@
only then began. But this ardor of the Canarians, like the laft
blaft of a furicus tempeft againft 2 mighty oak, which it (hakes to
its very root, was not long before it fpent itfelf, and was fuc~
ceeded by a {enfible abatement of vigour ; and they {oon after re-
tired, but in good order, leaving behind them Adargoma prifoner,
znd three hundred men killed on the field of battle, befides many
wounded : of the Spaniazds, only feven were killed and twenty-
fix wounded. This great inequality of lofs muflt have been owing
to the difference of weapons ufed in the engagement, for about
that time the Spaniards had learned the ufe of fire-arms; and
morcover the Canarians were much terrified ac the fight of the
horfes, which on this occafion made their firft appearance in Gran
Canaria. After this battle, which was called the battle of Gui-
niguada, the natives never attempted to engage the Spaniards
again on level ground, but contented themlelves with harrafiing
them in their marches up the country, efpecially in the moun-
tainous part, in which the Spaniards by Bttle and litde had fhut
them up; for they were afraid to ventare into the plain near the
fea-fhore, on account of the encmy's cavalry.  In the mean time
the Spaniards fet about erecting a fort for their fecurity. Thofe
who were not employed in this work, were fent out in parties to
bring in catrle and prifoners, and {o harrafled the poor fithermen,
whofe way of living obliged them to be ncar the {ea-fide, that

: ' many
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many of them came into the camp through mere neceflity, and
embraced the Roman Catholic faith ; and being baptized, they
received paflports from the Dean, to prote¢t them from being mo-
lefted in their bufinefs by his foldiers, The Spanith Officers novw
locking upon the ifland as good as reduced, returned thanks to
God for having given them poflfeflion thereof with o little effu-
fion of bleod. As to Adargoma, they cured him of his wounds,
and treated him fo weli, that he was induced to become a convert
to their religion, in the principles of which, and the Caftillian
language, they took care to inftru@ him. Shortly after he was
fent to Spain. The following remarkable ftory is related of him,
which happened during his refidence in that kingdom: his fame,
as an extraordinary wreftler, having been fpread thoughout all
Spain; and being one day at the Archbithop’s houfe in Seville, a
peafant of La Mancha, famous likewife for his fkill in that exer-
cife, who had heard fo much faid in praile of Adargoma, being
moved with a fpirit of emulation, challenged him to a trial
of {kill. Adargoma accepted thc challenge, and faid to him;
*« Brother, fince we are to wreftle, it is neceflary we firft drink
together:” then taking a glafs of wine, he faid to the peafant, <« If
you can, with both your hands, prevent my carrying this glafs of’
wine to my mouth, and drinking it, or caufe me to {pill one drop,.
then we will abfolutely wreftle together; buat if you cannot do.
this, I would advife you to return home.” Then drinking off the
wine, in fpite of the other's efforts to prevent him, the peafant,
amazed at his predigious ftrength, prudently took his advice and
{neaked off. 'This happened in prefence of many witnefles.

CIEADP
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C T AP IX

The Arrival of foventeen Portugueze Carvels at Gran Canaria.

T this time affairs were in a very unfettled fituation between

the courts of Caftille and Portugal. The latter under-
ftanding the Spaniards were artempting the conqgueft of Gran Ca-
naria, armed {éventeen carvels or Jarge barks, well provided with
{foldiers, provifions, amumunition, and every thing neceflary for 2
voyage, and fent them to Gran Canaria, where they arrived and
anchored at the weft fide of the ifland, at 4 place called Agacte,
in the diftrict of the Guanarteme of Galdar. 'The natives ima-
gining that they were part of the forces of Guiniguada, gathered
rogether, in order to give them battle; but the Portugucze, by
means of interpreters they had brought with them, quickly unde-
ceived the Canarians, and gave them to underftand, that they
weré come to aflift them again(t their invaders, with whom they
were at war., When the natives were convinced of the truth of
this, it gave them great joy, hoping by their afliftance to be deli-
vered from their perfecutors. Upon which they received the
Portugueze chearfully; and it was foon ¢oncluded between them,
that the former fhould go and attack the Spaniards by fea,
while the Canarians attacked them by land. When thefe thips
appeared near the port, Juan Rejon, the Dean Bermudas, and the
officers, knowing that peace was not firmly eftablithed between
the two crowns, fufpected on what errand they were comne, and
drew out their troops from Guiniguada, leaving a (inall number
only to guard that poft, and marched to the port, which is but a
fhort league diftant from it, There they placed two hundred men
in ambuth, behind certain hillocks of black earth, which had
been formed by the eruption of {fome former volcancs, When
' ' the
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the carvels anchored in the harbour, there happened to be a fuf
breaking on the fhore, which is not common 1a that place.  Now
as the Portogueze had pot boats enongh to land above two hundred
“men &t once, and did not know the force of the Spaniards (for
they did not all appear in fight}), they boldly landed, with drums
beating, trumpets founding, and colours flying, but the furf
breaking uncomunonly high, drove fome of their boats athore
while they were attempting to land their men.  This prevented
their going immediately back to the fhips for more troops; and
inftead of inftantly launching thefe boats that were thrown
athore by the forf, they began to run inland, in purfuit of the
fmall number of Spantards they faw drawn up to oppofe them,
in order to attack and make them prifoners. Juan Rejon perceiv-
ing how things went, refolved to avail himfelf of their bad con-
du@, and to attack the Portugueze before they could receive a re-
inforcement from the fhips: with this view he ordered the two
hundred men in ambufh to fall upon them in concert with the
others, which they did with fuch impetuofity, that they prefently
drove the handful of Portugueze back to their boats in the greateft
confufion; butin the hurry of }aunching and crowding into them
they were overfet, forced back on the beach by the furf, and ftaved
to pieces; fo that very few of thofe men who landed had the
good fortune to eicape. The Portugueze on board the carvels
fecing ol that paffed, without being able to give the leaft
affiflance to their comrades, on acgount of the violence of the
{urf which continued to increafc more and more, and being ap-
prehenfive of 2 flonm arifing, weighed anchor and ftoed out to
fea. In the mean time the Canarians had poflefied themfelves of
fome eminences that commanded 2 view of the city of Palmas
and the port of Ifletes, where obferving every thing to be quiet
in the Spanith camp, the fea-fhore of the port covered with ptople,
and fome thips at anchor with others under fail, they concluded

N that
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that the Portugueze were juft landing, and therefore wiaited to e
them begin the attack vpon the camp, knowing nothing of what
had pafied that moraing.  But purceiving no appearance of any
difturbance, they fent a fpy to dilcover the fituation of affairs,
who being obferved by one of the Spanifh treopers, was puvlued,
taken prifoner, avd brought to Juan Rejon, to whom he difco-
vered the treaty between. the natives and the Portugucze.  The
General was fo incenfed at the news, that he determined to place
no more confidence in the Canarians, and began to harrafs them
mere than ever by continual inroads into the country, in which
he frequently brought away whole flocks of (heep and goats, and
made a number of captives. As to the Portuguese, they ftill ho-~
vered about the ifland, waiting for an opportunity to land; and ery
their fortune a fecond time; but the fea continuing much agi-
tated for many days, they defpaired of fuccefs, and having loft
almott all their boats, as before-mentioned, they abandoned
their defign of making a fecond landing, and returned home..
The Spaniards being now more at leifure, finithed their caftle
and the fortifications of their camp. " But not having received any
fupply of provifions from Egrope fince theie firft landing on the
ifland, which was now upwards of eight months, hey werc ob-
liged twice a week to fend a party of horfe and about two hun-
dred foot into the country, in fearch of fhecp and other provi-
fions, at a confiderable diftance from. the camp ; for, as has been.
obferved, the natives, after the battle of Guinignada, durft not
continue in the plains, but withdrew with their effe@s to the
mountains, where the Spaniards could not attack them but at a.
greatdifadvantage : and what little provifions.they got in thefe in-
v arfions, together with fome bifcuit brought to them by a Flemiih,
veflel, that had come to the iflands to purchufe orchilla-weed,,
was all they had to live upon for a confiderable time. The (ol--
digrs gathered the weed vpon the rocks, in places where they:

2 durll:
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durft venture to fearch for it, and then difpofed of it to the Fle-
mings.

C H A P X

A Fealoufy and Contention arife between Yuan Rejon and the Dean,
Sfutan Bermudas.

TH E fearcity of provifion in the camp occafioned much mur~
muring and difcontent among the Spaniards. And as in
calamitics it is ufual for the foldiery to examine more ftrictly into
the conduct of their commanders, than when affairs go on fuccefs-
fully, fo it happened on this occafion to Juan Rejon, who was
cenfured by the Dean Bermudas, for improperly managing the
‘provifions, and alfo for a pastial dittribution of them. 'The com-
plaints and murmurings daily increafing, the Commander and the
Drean began at length to be on bad terms with each other, This
breach was increafed greatly by the tales of officious people, who
are feldom wanting in {uch cafes, and who as feldom fail to re~
prefent what they hear in the worlt light,

Tue Dean wrate to the court of Caflille againft Juan Rejon, ac-
cufing him of wafling the provifions, of fpinning out the war to an
unreafonable length, and having conteated himfelf with the de-
feat he had given to the Canarians at Guiniguada; whereas he
might (as the Dean pretended), by following that blow, have
eafily reduced the whole ifland to the obedience of their Catholic
Majefties,

Iy this manner inferior oflicers frequently endeavour to raife their
reputation upon the ruin of that of their Commander ; for, by
what follows in the account of the congueft, we fhall find that

N2z Juan
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Juan Rejon adted the part of an experienced foldier, particulaily
by building a fort in a convenient fituation, to ferve for a retreas
to his troops in cafe of need.

Amons thofe whom Juan choﬁhnd brought to the Graw
Canasia were fome perfons who had gone from Lancevots to Cafi-
tille, to complain againft Diego de Herrera, and who were the
caufe of the King's taking the threc iflands from him. They
folicited Juan Rejon to intercede for them with Herrera, that they:
might be reftored to their eftates in Lanceretas: and promifed,
if he fucceeded in the undertaking, thar they would go themf{elves:
1o Lancerota, and farnifh the army from thence with fuch a quan-
tity of provifion as might be fufficient till they fhould obtain a
fupply from 8pain. This propofal feeming reafonable to Juan
Rejon, he agreed to it and, in order to put the fcheme in exe-
cution, he not only pafled unnoticed many affronts he daily re-
ceived from, the Dean Bermudas, but even perfuaded him to affilk
at a council of the chief officers, which was culled. in order to
reconcile them to each other. At this meeting the difference
fezmed to be made up, aud it was agreed that Juan Rejen thould
go to Lancerota, in order to get provifions, and that the Dean Ber~
mudas thould command the troops in his ablence.

AccorpingLy he failed for Lancereta,. carrying along witly
bhim the banifhed vaflals of Diego de Herrera, and arrived at a
port called the Recife, adjoining to Porto de Naos.  When Her-
reraand Ipnes Peraza were informed of his arrival,.and what perfons.
accomnpanied him, being greatly incenfed againft them for the lofs.
of the three illands, they difpatched their fon Hernand Peraza,
to the port to ferbid. them to land,  Juan Rejon, accofting him.
in a courteous manner, acquainted him with the dittrefs of tha
yoops i Gran Canariz, and that he was come to.beg a fupply of

provifions.
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provifions for them; which, if he would pleafe to grant, has Me~
jefty, Don Ferdinand, would thankfully repay the favour. He
alfo informed Don Hernand, that he had brought with him fome
vaflals of his father Don Diego de Herrera, who were come to
implore forgivenefs of him and Donna Ignes Peraza, for the of-
fences they had been guilty of; and he entreated that they wonld
condefcend to grant them their pardon, and thereby manifeft
themfelves to be the real defcendants of the illultrious houfe of
Herrera. But notwithftanding all he could fay, Peraza continued
inflexible, and would not fuffer any of them to remain on fhore
even to take the leaft refreflunent, but by force compelied them
all to return on board ; which ufage fo exafperated Juan Rejon,
‘that he ordered the two cannon on board his veifel te be fired upon
thoft who were on thore, which killed Diego de Herrera's Gentle~-
man, and wounded two others. Immediately after this he for fail,,
and returned to Canaria.

C H A P XL

Pedro de dlgava comes to Canaria:

J UAN REJON, on his retarn to-the port of 1fetes, found him.
felf fuperfeded by 2 Governor, named Pedro de Algava, whe
was fent from Spain, in confequence of the complaints tranfmitted:
to Court againt him by the Dean Bermudas. This Governor.
had orders to enguire into the caufe of the differences among the
officers. The fleet in which he came breught fome {Lidiers and a
{mall fupply of provifions, of which the trocps were in-great want..
This was the firft Governor fent from Spain to thefe iflands. His
arrival greatly chagrined Juan Rejon, who. however prudently:
diffembled his difcontent, and went afhore to wait upon the Go-
wernor,, who with. the Dean and other officers were come to the

porg
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port to receive him. Soon after, Pedro Algava aflembled all the
chief officers, in whofe prefence he produced his inflru&ions, and
acquainted them, that it was lus Majefty’s exprels orders, and
the principal objedt of bis commiffion, to fee peace and good har-
mony eftablilhed and prelcrved among them; he therefore ex-
horted them, as loyal fubjects, to attend to the fervice of their So-
vereign, and of that God whofe worfhipers they were, and whofe
fervice they were fent to promote by bringing infidels into the bo-
forn of the holy Catholic church, and thereby prove the means of
faving many fouls. When Don Pedro had finithed his fpeech,
Juan Rejon began to complain of the treatment he had met with
trom Dicgo de Herrera in Lancerota, and propofed to the Go-
vernor and aflembly, that he might be declared a rebel, and an
enemy to the intended conqueft, and treated accordingly.  To
which the Governor and Dean, who were combined together
againft him, made anfwer, that they would gladly do every thing
in their power for the good of the people,, and for advancing the
conqueft, but that as to his treaunent at Lancerota, it was the
natural confequence of his imprudence in carrying thither the
vaflals of Diego de Herrera. Rejon replicd, that if in fo doing he
had committed a fault, he was ready to make amends for it, by
taking the fhips in the harbour, with fome troops, and bringing a
fupply of provifions from Lancerota by force, if Herrera flhould
attempt to oppofe them ; and that this was an cafy undertaking,
for the fuccefs of which he would take upon himfelf to anfwer ;
upon this there arofe 2 very wamn debate among them.  Some
time after, the Governor and Dean arrefted Juan Rejon, and
brought hun to a trial, at which they charged him with partiality,
robbery, mutiny, and a defign of inaking ufe of the troops, de-
flined for the conqueflt of Canaria, to revenpge his private quarrel
with Dicgo de Herrera at Lancerota ; of all which he was found
gulty by the affembly, and fentenced to be fent back to Spain a
prifoner.
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a prifoner. After his departore, advice was given by the encmies
of Rejon to Diego de Herrera of what had pafled, with a requelt
that he would furnith a fupply of provifions to the camp in Gran
Canaria, who were in great necefiity for the fame.  Herrera im-
mediately complied with this requeft ; but before the fupply ar-
rived at Canaria, the Spaniards had, by their foraging parties in
the ifland, procured fufticient provifions to anfwer their prefent ne-
ceffities, and ol{o muade fome prifoners. Having received intelli-
gence of an aflembly of the natives, at a place called Maya, they
marched in quelt of them, and finding only a (mall number gn-
thered theve, under the Guanarteme of Galdar and Doramas,
the Spaniards atracked them; but thefe Jateer making a brave de-
fence, cfcaped with their perfons, but leflt many catile in the
hands of the enemy, which they carded off. However, Doramas,
obferving the Spaniards to be greatly fatigued with the rugged
roed and the length of their march, rallicd his troops, and way~
laid them as they were coming down a fteep mountain, where, if
the Spaniards had not performed wonders, they muft have heen
alf cut to picces; as it was, they loft five haries and feveral of”
theic men, but ket pofleflion of their booty. This obftinate re-
filtance may ferve ro (hew to what ftraits they were reduced for
want of provifions.

C H A P XIL
Fuan Rejon veturns to Gran Canaric:

HEN Juan Rejon arrived at St. Lucar de Baremeda, ine

; Spain, he immediately £t out for Seville, to appear before:
the Commiflioners of the Conquelt of the Canary Ilands, to
whom he gave an account of his conde; with which that board
was perfeltly fatished. And underflanding the. great diftre(¥
: ‘ the:
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the troops in Gran Canaria laboured under from the fearcity
amongit them, they immediatcly gave orders for four veflels 1o
2l with a {upply of provifions and men, under the command of
Pedro Hernandez Cabron, Regidor of Cadiz. In the fume flect
went over Don Juan de Frias, latcly promoted to the fc of Ru-
bicen upon the death of the former Bifhop; and Juan Rejon, as
Captain-general of the forees in Canaria, The Commiflioness
recommended to them to endeavour to adjult amicably all differ-
ences amongft the officers in that ifland.  Befides the pevfons al-
ready mentioned, one Eftevan Pervz de Cabitos was {ent over as
Alcalde Major, being nominated to that office by the King. The
fleet arrived fafe at the Port of Iletes the 12th of Avgult, 1479,
where they were gladly received.  Soon after, the Bifhop called
a meeting of all the principal perfons in the ifland, namely, Pedro
Algava the Governor, the Dean Bermudas, Hernan Peraza, whe
was come thither from Lancerota, with an aid of men and provi-
fions, Captain Pedro Hernandez Cabron, Alonzo Jaimes, Standard-
bearer, Alonzo de Lago, Ordono Bermudas, [ftevan Perez de
Cabitos, Alcalde Major, Alonzo de Valdes, Alguazil Major, and
many others : when the Bithop carneftly exherted the Governor
and Dean to agree and act in concert with Juan Rejon, who was
returned, by order of the Commiflioners of the Congueft, as Com-
mander in chief of the forces in Gran Canarta, which order he
produced to the aflembly; but the Governor perceiving that
Juan Rejon had brought no letter or order figned by the King,
he anfivered the Bifhop, that he had fent Juan Rejon 2 prifoner
to his Majeily, together with the charge againft him; and that he
knew nothing of the Commiflioners of the Conquett, nor by what
authority they took upon them to interfere in the affairs of the
ifland.  The Bithop replied, that if they had not been properly
impowered, they doubtlels would not have dared to fit or at as a
council ; therefore conjured him to confider the dignity of the

members
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members who compoled that council : "but all he could fay had
no weight with the Governor, who, with the Dean and {ome
others, declared they would not receive Juan Rejon as Captain-
general of the forces, without an exprefs order from the King,
The Bifthop afterivards, having intimation that the Gevernor and
Bermudas defigned to arreft Juan Rejon, diffuaded him from that
defign, and promifed to be anfwerable for his returning to Spain
by the fisft fhip that fhould fail.

Mean time the Governor and Pean refolved upon an expedi-
tion againtt the natives in the diftrié of Tirarana, with the trooeps
Jately arrived from Spain under the command of Pedro Hernandez
Cabron, with a detachment of thofe who had firlt landed on the
ifland. The Bilhop accompanying them, they embarked at Ifletes,
and (ailed round ro Tirarana, where they landed, but found.no
body to oppofe them ; for as foon as the Canavians obferved the
thips, they fled to the mountains. The Spaniards marched into the
country in purfuit of them, plundering the villages as they went.
In this expedition they collected « great booty, confitting of fheep,
barley, dried figs, &c. which they thought moft prudent to put
~on board the fhips, that they might not be encumbered in their
march, A Canarian, who had turned Roman Catholic, and was
then along with the Spaniards, advifed the Commander, Cabroen,
not to ftir from thence for two days, Becaufe, faid he, I #my certain
the Canarians are all gathered “together to cut off our retreat;
whereas if we remain in this place only two days, they muft dif~
perfe themfelves, for want of {ubfiftence. Cabron, not having ex-
perienced the valour and flill of the natives, anfwered, . that he
was not afraid of naked ptoplc ; and ordered the traops to con-
tinue theic march. As they were on their way towards the fhips,
they came to a fteep rock, where the Canarians, according -as the
new profelyte had foretold, waited far the return of the Spaniards,

0 whom
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whom they knew were obliged to pafs that way, fuddenly fetting
up a great thout, fell upon, and routed them, killing twenty-
fix and wounding about one hundred. In the purfuit, they took a
great quantity of arms, and made feveral prifoners. When the
people who were to take care of the fhips, faw their comrades fly-
ing towards the {ea-fhore, they immediately fent their boats to
bring them off, and covered their retreat as well as they could, by
firing their great guns upon the enemy. In this encounter the
Commander, Cabron, received a wound in the head by a ftone,
He returned to Guiniguada, where he difembarked his men, and
oblerving how great difcord ftill prevailed between the Governor
and Rejon, with the {mall hopes there were of bringing them to 2
reconciliation, he failed back to Spain, taking Juan Rejon in the
fhip along with him,

C H A P XL

Suan Rejon returns a fecond time to Canaria, and what happened
thereupon.

UAN REJON had a relation at the court of Caftille, named
Don Ferdinando Rejon, a Kuight of the order of St. Ingo and
Captain-general of the Artillery; -by means of whofe great influ-
ence at court he procured the King’s commifiion, appoiating him
Governor of Canaria, and Captain-general of the forces there,
with full power to bring to trial the Governor Pedro de Algava.
But the want of mederation in the exercife of fuch an extenlive
authority ever his advérfary, at length proved his ruin, Imnme-
diately after receiving his orders from the Commiffioners of the
Conqueft, he went to Cadiz, where, with the affiftance of the
Dean Juan Rejon, hisrelation, hehired a veflel, on board of which
e put thirty men in whom he could confide, ‘and Giled with
6 them



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 99

them for the ifland of Gran Canariai The 2d of May, 1480, -in
the cvening, he arrived at the port of Ifletes ; but did not land till
it was dark. The crew of the veffel were previoufly inftruéled to
Iet no one know of his being aboard, but to fay that they were
come with provifions from Spain, in company with two other
fhips that had touched at Lancerota, which had troops and provi-
fions on board for Gran Canaria. This account paffed very well,
and the news of the arrival’of a frefh fupply cavfed a general joy.
Juan Rejon {ent a trufty perion on thore, f{ecretly to the Standard-
bearer, Don Alenzo Jaimes, his brother-in-law, and Don Eftevan
Perez de Cabitos, the Alcalde Major, to acquaint them of his
arrival, and concert the meafures to be taken thereupon. On the
return of the meffenger, Rejon landed, with his thirty men,
and went privately to the houfe of the Alcalde Major, which was
adjoining to the church.

Nexr day, while the Governor, Pedro de Algava, was in the
chutch, hearing mafs, Juan RcJon, with his friends and thisty men,
rufhed in, crying out, Ged fave ‘the King! and immedigtely
feized Pedro de Algava, whom they dragged out of the church,
and conﬁ:icd_in the tower in {trong irons, as he had formerly ferved
Juan Rejon. The Dean Bermudas was allo feized and con-
fined, togcthcr_with fome other fufpetted perfons.

By this time there was a general tumault throughout the city, the
friends of Pedro de Algava having taken arms; but Juan Re-
jon giving his commiflion into the hands of the ‘Town-clerk, whe,
read it aloud, the people were appcaf” 2d, and retired every tnan to
his own houfe. Pedro de Algava was detained in clofe confinement
from the 3d of May to Whitfanday, in which time Juan Re-
jon, aflifted by Eftevan Perez de Cabitos, was employed in draw-
ing up the charge againft him; which was, that he carried on a pri-

Oz vate
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vate correfpondence with the King of Portugal, to whom he
had fold and engaged to deliver up the ifland, baving actually re-
ceived part of the money. On the trial, the witnefles brought to
fupport the charge were people of norepute or character; never-
thelefs he was found guilty, and condemned to lofe his head.
On the day fixed for the execution of his fentence, on the found
of a trumpet, the unfortunate Algava was brought forth to the
fquare or parade of St. Anthony, in the city of -Palmas, where,
after his crime had been proclaimed, in great form by the public
Crier, he was beheaded according to his lentence.

It is faid, that all the perfons concerned in this profecution
perithed by violent deaths; fome by the hands of the Canasians,
fome by the Guanches of Tenerife, and others by the Moors in
Barbary. Such was the end of the Governor Pedro Algava, who
certainly was the caufe of his own untimely fate, by his unjuft

and cruel treatment of Juan Rejons his refufing to admit him as
© Captain-genera} of the troops, when he was fent from Spain as
‘fuch by the Commiflioners of the Conqueft, was a mean evafion,
unworthy the character of a Gentleman. On the other hand, as
to Juan Rejon, if Pedro Algava was guilty of the crime laid to
his charge, he would have afted a better part had he fent him
prifoner to Spain; for 1t is unbecoming a man of a generous or
noble fpirit to order the execution of his declared enemy. When
this affair was tranfa&ted, Don Juan de Frias, the Bifliop, was ab-
fent, having gone to take poflefiion of his bifhopric of Rubicon in

Lancerota, and to procure provifiens for the forces in Gran Ca-
naria.

TwEe Dean Bermudas and others were tried, 2nd being found
guilty of mutiny, and of rafing difturbances among the troops,
were banifhed the ifland, and put on bodrd a bark bound to

Gomera,
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Gomera, * Some writers fay, that Juan Rejon prévailed with the
mafter of the bark to put them on fhore in a part of Gomera
where the natives were in rebellion againft Hernand Peraza, (on
of Dicgo de Herrera, and to acquaint them that thefe people
“were friends of Hernan Peraza; but this wants proof. The
bark firlt touched at the port of Rubicon, in Lancérom, where
they all went on (hore, and were kindly received by Diego de
Herrera and Donna Ignes Peraza his wife,

C H A P XIV.

A Dyfign of the Canarians to deflroy eighty Europeans. Pedro de
Vera arriver at Gron Cangris.

W HILE the Spaniards were thus (pending their time in dif-
putes and quarrels among themitlves, and neglected thte
more eflential bufinefs of the congueft of Canaria, Doramas, Gua-
narteme of Telde, with the FFayeag and Gayres, affembied to con-
fider what was to be done with their prifoners, who.began to
give them fome uneafinefs, as well on account of their numbers
as the diECl11ty of guarding them and finding wherewithal to {ub-
! them, for provifions became daily mere and more fearce in
the ifland, by means of the frequent inroads of the Spaniards,
who deliroyed their corn, and carried off their cattle. The re-
fult of this council was an agreement to put their captives to
death ; and to that end every perfon was required to bring his
prifoner to'a place appointed. Whea they were dll brought thi-
ther, they wicre bound, ticd to a ftake, “and the fuel was pur
round them ; but as the fire was about to be kindled, a woman
came running towards the place in great halte, calling out aloud
‘not to kindle-the fire. It is reported, that this woman was held

in great reputation among the natives, holding the rank of Lady
' " Abbels,
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‘Abbefs, or chief of the Magadas, or teligious women. She had 2
fon prefent, who was a Gayre, and who had brought his prifoner
there with the reft; to him fhe declared, that (he was ordered
by Acoran to warn him to have no hand in the death of the
Spaniards, otherwiic fome dreadful affliion would certaluly be-
fal him. As the Canarians were very fupertinous, and gave
great credit to the predidtions of religious people, the Gayre, her
fon, immediately {et his prifoner at liberty; which when the reft
faw, they followed his examptle, and thus the Spaniards were re-
leafed, the Canarians telling them at the fame time to remember
the kindnefs they had thewn them. My author adds, that the
Gayre, the fon of the religious woman, was fecretly a Roman
Catholic; and that he had z fifter, who, after the conguett of the
ifland, was matricd to one Mafon Betancour, and that from this
matriage are defcended the Betancours of Galdar: he had allo 2
‘brother, named Autindara, from whom are defcended the family
of Cabrejas in Canaria,

" Bur to return to Juan Rejon: He being now avenged of his
enemies, began to turn his thoughts towards completing the con-
queft of the ifland, and with that view determined to make an in-
toad ifto the diftrick of Tamacaleyte. On his march towards that
place, from the mountains he difcovered a thip ftanding in for the
ifland, which induced him to return back to the city of Palmas.
This fhip came with 2 new Governor and Captain-general of the
forces ; for the King, Don Ferdinando, being informed of the
difcord among the ofticers employed in that bufinefs, thought pro-
‘per to fend Pedro de Vera to Canaria, as a perfon in whom he
could confide, and whom he judged to be pofleffed of every qua-
lification neceflary io a civil or military officer. When Pedro re-
ceived the commifiion, he went dire@ly to the Commiffioners of
the Conqueft at Seville, to receive their inftrudtions likewife,

' and



THE CANARY ISLANDS, 103

and from thence to Xercs de Ia Frontera, whete he dire@ed his
friendsand relations tofurnith every thing neceffary for the expedi-
tion he was going upon, in cafe the King’s ofticers thould prove di-
latory in difpatching them. Then providing fome men and horfes,
he embarked with them in the before-mentioned (hip at Cadiz,
leaving dire@tions with his fon, Ferdinando de Vera, to load two
thips with troops, provifion, and ammubition, and to follow with
all expedition. He then fet fail, and arrived at the port of Ifletes
on the 18th of Auguft 1480, where he immediately gave notice
of his arrival with the reinforcement of troops and provifions, and
of his having left two other (hips at Cadiz loading for the ifland.
This news gave great fatisfaction to all but Juan Rejon and the
Alcalde Major, who had reafon to fear being called to an account
for the feverity of their proceedings againft Pedro de Algava. Ne-
verthelefs, they went to receive him with an appearance of, chear-
fulnefs, as the beft way of concealing their apprehenfions,  Juan
Rejon lodged the Governor in his own apartments, which wers
in the caftle as it was called, and went himfelf to another houfe,
notwithftanding all that Pedre de Vera could fay to induce him
to continue under the fame roof with him; and immediately de-
clared publicly his intention of returning to Spain in the fame
thip which had brought over Pedro de Verz, in order to give an
account of his conduct in Canaria, When de Vera underftood
this, he told him that the veflel was very leaky, and otherwife
unfit for his reception, and that the others, expetted from Cadiz,
were not only very commodipus, but alfo new and ftrong, and
thould be at his fervice. Befides, he pretended, that being 1o
lately come to the ifland, he ftood in need of his advice, as an
expericnced leader, in the bafinefs of the canqueft, and ong
capable of giving him infight into many particulars which might
prove of fervice to the intgreft of their Catholic Majefties. With
fuch {pecious arguments he prevailed with him to remain until

- the
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the arrival of the two thips, on hoard of which were his two fons.
When they arrived at the port of Ifletes, Pedro de Vera fent them
orders not to come afhore until they received notice from him :
and the next day, accompanied by Juan Rejen and many of the
officers, he went on board the thips, as he pretended, to thew
Juan Rejon that in which he was to embark for Spain; but when
they were about to return on fhore, Pedro de Vera told that Ge-
neral and the Alcalde Major, that they were his prifoners, by
order of their Catholic Majeftiest upon which they furrendered
themlelves without any difturbance, and were brought to trial
with all expedition, The confequence of which was, that they
were fent prifoners to Spain, in one pf thc faid fhips, the pro-
ceedings againtt them being fealed up “and fent along with them.
When Juan Rejon arrived at Caftille, he foon procured his re-
leafement by means of his relation the General of the Artillery,
there being no one of the party of Pedro de Algava then at court
to oppol® his intereft there; {o that he was not only fet at liberty,
but foon after obtained the command of fome troops deftined for
the conqueft of the ifland of Palma.

Brrort Pedro de Vera’s arrival at Canaria, the Dean, Juan
Bermmudas, died at Lancerota of mere chagrin and vexation.

C H A P XV.
Pedro de Vera makes an Inroad; the Death of Doramas, &e.

HE new Governor, after having fent Juan Rejon, to
Spain, was defirous to take a view of the country; and ac-
cordingly, taking with him the hor{e and fome infantry, mérchcd_
to Arucas, where there was at that time a party of Canarians,
bemg the tribe commanded by the valiant Doramas; whe, when
they
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-they faw the Spantards approaching, retreated to a mountaia near
the fca, which now bears the name of Doramas. The Spaniards ftill
advancing, Doramas fent 2 meflenger to challenge any one of them
to fingle combat, and defired that the champion who thould accept
it might advance. Pedro de Vera would have gone to meet him,
but was diffuaded by the officers, whe reprefented to him the
damage the King's affairs might fultain if any accident befel
him. There was ameng the cavalry a Gentleman named Juan
de Hoces, who accepted the challenge, and obtained leave from
the General to engage the Conarian. When Doramas faw him ap-
proaching, he drew near and threw a {ufmago, or dart, with fuch
force that it went through the Spaniard's target and coat of mail,
and pierced his heart, fo that he dropt down dead in the view of
both armies. Pedro de Vera, though exceedingly giieved at this
difafter, was in nowife daunted by the fate of his officer, hut ad-
vanced fingly with great compofure to try his ftrength with this
formidable champion. Doramas with pleafure perceived the
‘General coming towards him, a$ knowing whe he was, and
hoping foon to fend him after his countryman ; fo taking aimn
with a dart, he et fly at him : but the wary General receiving it
on one {ide of his fhield, it flew off obliquely, and paffed clear of *
his body. Doramas then drew nearer, and threw another dart
with more force than the former, which de Vera likewife avoided,
by bowing himfelf and letting it pals over him ; then fpurring
his horfe, he clofed in with Doramas before he had time to take
another aim, and driving full at him with his lance, fruck him
on the fide with fuch force, that he fell to the ground: he
was preparing to fecond his blow, when Doramas waved his hand
as a fignal that he furrendered himfelf prifoncr. The natives be-
holding the fall of their chief, and thinking he was killed,
immediately fell with fury on the 3panidrds to avenge his death ;
{o that an obftinate confiiét enfued, in which many of the Canarians

P were



106 THE HISTORY OF

were killed, and the reft at length obliged to retreat to the moun-
tain. Doramas, who was much wounded, defired to be con-
verted and baptized; upon which great care was taken of him,
but in vain, for before the army reached Palmaes, the figns of
death appeared on him; fo that they baptized him on the fpot,
Pedro de Vedra ftanding godfather. Immediately after the cere-
mony he expired, and was interred on the top of 2 mountain: a
circle or wall of ftones was raifed round his grave, with a cruci-
fix in the centre. Some Canarians were prefent at the funeral,
who had voluntarily {urrendered themielves prifoners, in order to
attend their chief Doramas. Pedro de Vera, among other things
he did at-that time, fitted out two veflels, to go, as he pretended,
upon an expedition againft the Guanches of Tenerife; and by
fair {peeches and large promifes prevailed on two hundred of
the {ubjetted Canarians to embark on board them ; but his real
defign was to {end them all to Spain, being fufpicious that they
gave intelligence to the enemy of his fchemes, and for that reafon
was defirous to have them out of his way. Accordingly the
fhips failed for Spain; but as the Canarians loft fight of the
Pike of Tenerife (which, viewed from Gran Canaria, by its im-
menfe height, feems almoft clofe to it), they fulpeéted the real
deftination of the fhips, and threatencd to throw every Spaniard
overboard, if they did not immediately return to Canaria. The
Spaniards, dreading the execution of their threats, put into Lan-
cerota, which was the neareft Jand, where they were received in
a friendly manner by Diego de Herrera, who interfperfed the Ca-
narians among the natives of the place, and provided lodging and
entertainment for them. They remained in Lancerota fome time,
and were afterwards {eat over to Barbary, to {uccour the caftle of
Agader Aguer, or Santa Cruz, where they almoft all perifhed.
When the news of their being in Lancerota came to he known to
the Canarians that-were in the city of Palmas, they were fo greatly

4 ' offended,
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offended, that they left the Spaniards, and joined their country-
men in the mountains, from whence they renewed the war with
redoubled vigour.

C H A P, - XVL
. The Spaniards build a Fort af Gaete.

THE Spaniards had by this time made themflelves mafters
of all the low grounds near the fea; the Canarians not
daring to venture down into the plains, for fear of being made
prifoners by the fmall palms of horfe feattered about the ifland,
‘but were obliged to remain in the mountains and in the plains
“furrounded by them, the pafles to’ which they fortified. and
guarded

Penro DE VERA, ﬁniiing that he could not force thefe paffes,
determined to build a fort on the other fide of the iftand; in the
neighbourhood of the mountains and lurkiog-places of the natives,
from whence he might make incurfions againtt them, and be al-
ways fecure of a retreat in cafe of being worfted.

ACCORDINGLY, taking two {hips well manned, he failed round
the illand, and landed at a place called Gaete, which he found
very commodious for his purpefe, as it was well watered and
abounded with fig-trees, e therefore immediately {et about
huilding a fmall fort of flone and hime, which was finifhed in the
fpace of two months. - Then leaving 2 garrifon of thirty men in
ir, commanded by one Alonzo Hernandez de Lugo, an cxpr:-
rienced foldier, he returned to the city of Palmas,

Soon after, he fent part of his troops towards Tirarara, to dif-
lodge fome Canarians who had fortificd themfelves in a fteep and
' Pz holiow
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hollow pafs on that road. The Spaniards, knowing their fuperior
force, and elated by their late victory, marched boldly forward,
and without hefitation began to afcend the {fteep 5 but the Cana-
rians defended themfelves fo well, by throwing ffones and tumng
bling down loofe fragments of rocks upon the cnemy, that they
obliged them to retreat, with the lofs of twenty-five men killed,
and a great number wounded.  Juft after this repulfe, Pedro de
Vera came up with his men, and feeing the Spaniards fo roughly:
handled, determined to revenge their lofs, and immediately
matched to attack the pafs, which he forced, obliging the
natives to retreat, who probably were not on their guard
againft this fecond attack, not expecting the Spaniards to return
{o foon after their defeat, Among the chief men of the Cana-
rians was Ventagoya, one of the Gayres of the diftri@ of Galdar, an
enterprifing and valiant man, who came to Palmas on pretence
of being converted and baptized. He continued a few days there,,
carefully obferving every thing, efpecially the fortifications of the
town, the nature of the Spanifh difcipline, and their monner of
placing the guards and centinels. When he thought he had
made himfelf fufficiently mafter of thefe things, he returned
to his compapions in the mountains, from whence he made
frequent fallies in the night-time, and did the Spaniards con-
fiderable damage, by killing their guvards, and making pri-
foners of thofe whom neceflity obliged to go a-fithing or gathering
orchilla. He then affembled a great number of his countrymen, to
whom he propofed to florm the city of Palmas in the night, and fo
cut off the Spaniards at one blow. This propofal met with general
approbation, and it was refolved to carry it inte execution. The
manner agreed on was as follows: they were to furround the
city in the night, but the main attack was to be directed to that
part which faced the fea, as the Spaniards thought themfelves
mofk fecure from that quarter. A {mall party was to begin the

Filaty
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firft attack on the land-fide, in order to alarm the garrifon and draw
their whele force that way, by which means the fide towards the
fea-would be left expofed. Their fcheme was certainly well
planned: but it did not meet with the fuccefs they expeted ; for
thofe who were to make the attack on the land-fide, not beginning
at the time agreed on, and the troops who were lying in wait by the
fea-fide, hearing 2 noife in the town, imagined the attack already
begun, and rufhing out of their hiding-places, mounted the
walls, the valiant Veatagoya leading them on. Upon this the
guard and the whole garrifon being alarmed, dcfended the place
with great refolution.” The Canarians, regardlef$ of death, fell
wy great pymbers, as did alfo many of the Spaniords ; but at length
the natives were repulled. Pedro de Vera; feasing an ambuth,
durlt not venture beyond the trenches in purfuit of them, con-
tenting himfelf with ordering the whole garrifon to remain un-
der arms, left the Canarians (hould return the next night and re—
" new the attack, whofe defperate valour he had already dearly ex-
perienced.  Some time afver this, Ventagoya, bhaving contrived a
fort of fcaling-ladder, came by night to the city, attended only by
one of his fiiends, and fcaled the wall witheut being perceived,
leaving his comrade on the out-fide to watch, He then went to 2
place where he knew horfes were kept, killed the centinel, who
was afleep, and two horfes of Pedoo de Vera's, Not being able to
do More mifchief withost being difcovered, he returned by the
way he eatered ; but in his retreat was perceived by a centinel,
who fecing 2 man geing over the wall, threw a ftone at him, which
ftunpned Ventagoy fo that he fell mnto the ditch. The centinel
hearing no more noife after his fall, and believing he was fome fol-
dier belonging to the garrifon, who wanted to {lip away privately
to go'a-fithing, was afraid he had killed him, and therefore did
not elarm the guard, but remained quiet on his poft. It feems
that, fome time before this, Pedro had given orders that no fol-

' dier
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dier fhould go out of the city in the night, on pain of death,
Ventagoya's comrade, who was waiting without, when he heard
the noife of his fall, fearing an alarm, durft not venture into the
ditch; but in a fhort time after, finding all quiet, he went in,
helped him out, with great (ilence, and then they went off toge-
ther ; though Ventagoya was greatly hurt by the blow he received.

C H A P. XVIL
Sfuan Rejon comes the fourth time to the Canary Iflands.

UAN RE]JON, aswas faid before, having cleared his conduét
with regard to Pedro de Algava, and obtained a commiffion

to make the conqueft of the iflands of Tenerife and Palma, failed
from Cadiz with four fhips, haviag on board three hundred men
and twenty horfes; his wife and two of his young fons ac-
companying him in this voyage, He put into Gran Canaria, to
procure refrefhments and vifit his old acquaintance: however, he
did not land there, but proceeded on his voyage to Palma, It is
I‘aid, that when Pedro de Vera heard of his arrival, he was greatly
alarmed, fearing to fuffer the fame fate with Pedro de Algava,
being confcious that he had injured Refon by the treacher-
ous manner in which he had feized, and fent him home pri-
foner. ‘Thercfore he fent Alonzo Jaimes, Juan Rejon’s brother-
ju.—law, on board, to try to diffluade him from landing, which he
acicompliﬂl‘ed, and prevailed en him' to proceed on his voyage,
by hinting, that his landing would only be productive of com-
motions in the city, as Pedro de Vera was determined to op-
poft him by force, and alfv that it would greatly injure thofe who
were his -well-withers in the ifland.  Thefe reafons, together
with the intreaties and tars of his wife, Donna Elvira de Soto-
major, prevailed on him to depart.  On his voyage, he was ob- .
liged,



THE CANARY ISLANDS. it

liged, by {trefs of weather, to put into Gomers, where he and his
family, with eight men, landed to refreth themifelves after their
fatigues. The Gomerans brought them what refecthments the
ifland afforded: but imnmediately difpatched advice of their arrival
to Hernand Peraza, who thereupon fent fome of his people to
bring Juan Rejon before him ; who refufing to ebey his oxders,
they attempted to compel him by force, when a Guitle enfued,
in which he was killed. Hernand Peraza immediately publithed
a manifeflto, to clear himfelf of- ‘having any hand in his death; and
affirmed that he had only fent people to bring him befere him w
give an account of his motives for landing on the ifland withour
his licence. He then made a vifit to Donna Elvira, to ¢lear him-
fe)f before her of the murder of her hufband, whom he caufid to
be interred in the moft honourable place of the great chapel, and
treated his widow and children with grear tendernefs and re-
fpect. Donna Elvira, however, feized the firft opportunity to
write to her brother, Don Alonzo Jaimes, in Gran Canaria, an
account of all that had paffed, intreating him to come with ali
fpeed and take her out of the fight of her hufband’s murderer.
He accordingly came, and reproached Hernand Peraza wich bafely
affaffinating his brother, threatening him with his refentment.
But Peraza, with nwny imprecations on himfelf, afferted his in-
nocence.  From Gomera Don Alonzo fet fail, with his ffter, {or
"Gran Canaria, where the would not land; buat was vifited aboard
by the Governor and other afficers of the city, who furnifbed her
with fuch refrcfhments as the ifland afforded. She then departed
for Spain, accompanied by her brother Don Alonzo Jaines. All
the people who came with Juan Rejon for the conqueft of Palma,
with the provifions, were landed, and remained at Gran Canaria,
When Donna Elvira arrived at Caftille, fhe appeared with her
children before their Majefties Don Ferdinanda and Ifabella, im-
ploring their compafiion, and begging, that juflice might be exe-
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cuted upon Hernand Peraza for the murder of her hufhand,
which fhe aflerted he had before attempted, when Juan Rejon
went to Lancerota, in queft of provifions for his Majeity’s troops
in Gran Canatia, The King and Queen were greatly moved
with the diftrefs of the widow and orphans of Juan Rejon, to the
former of whom they afligned a penfion of twenty thoufand ma-
ravedis per annum, and gave her two houfes in Seville for her
refidence. ‘'They were pleafed alfe to order a judge to go
over to the ifland of Gomers, there to make enquiry concern-
ing her hufband’s murder, and to bring Hernand Peraza prifoner
to Caftille. When Deonna Elvira came to Seville, the got intel-
ligence that the judge had been bribed by the Duke of Medina
Sidonia {who was a rclation of Hernand Peraza), and that he
remained at Pore St. Mary, under pretence of being fick ; Bpon
which fhe applied again to their Majefties, who appointed an-
other judge to go over with the fame commiffion, which he exe-
cuted, and brought Hernand Peraza prifoper to Caftille, whete he
was detained fomse time; but being related to fome of the beft
families in that Iiingdom, great application was made to their
Majefties for his life, and alfo to the widow Donna Elvira. By
means of thele interceflions, hie obtained his pardon, on condition
of ferving with fome Gomerans in the reduéion of Gran Canaria,
until it was conquered, on pain of deuth in cale of non-compli-
ance. But the principal cauic whicli procured him his pardon,
was the following : therc was at court at that time, one Donnn
Beatriz Bobadilla, a lady of extreme beanty, and one of the
Queen’s Maids of Honour, for whom the King was fuppofed
to have a paflion: now her Majefty thought fhe had found a
good opportunity of getting rid of her vival from court in an
hanourable way, by marrying her to Hernand Peraza.  This de-
fign fhe cffefred ; and it is probable that on this account e ob-
tained his pardon, on condition of ferving in the conquefl of Gran

- ' Canaria,
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Canaria. After the nuptials were celebrated, he ecmbarked for
the Canary Iflands, and arrived at Lancerota, where he and his
fair fpoufe were kindly received by Diego de Herrera and Donna
Ignes Peraza, They a‘ftcrwards went to Gomera, wherg he raifed a
body of eighty of the natives, with whom he returned to Lan-
cerota, where he raifed a number more, amounting in the whole
to one hundred and fifty men.  With thefe and twelve horfes he
went to Gran Canaria, in order to fulfi] the conditions of his par-
don. On the firft of February 1482, b landed at Gaete, where
Pedro de Vera had built the fort, as before-mentioned, the gar-
rifon of which was commanded by Alonzo Fernandez de Lugo;
from thence he wrote to Pedro de Vera, excufing him{eif for not
firft waiting vpon him at Palmas, giving as his reafon, that
he had heard Don Alonze Jaimes, brother to Dénna Elvira,
was in that city, to whom he did not chufe to give umbrage, and
begged he might be allowed to remain where he was, This re-
queft was granted; and the Governor managed matters {0 s to
bring about a reconciliation between him and Alonzo Jaimes,

C H A P. XVIL
The Guanarteme of Galdar token Prifoner.

A Few days after the arrival of Hernand Peraza, at Gacte, .
Pedro de Vera fent orders to him and Alonzo deLugo to make
an incurfion upon the diftrict of Galdar at a certain time, on which
he himfelf was to make another from the city of Palmas, that (o
the natives might be divided, and obliged to defend themfelves on
both fides at once.  Accordingly Pedro de Verafet outfrom Palmas _
and marched rowardsGaldar, by theway of Arucas, where he haited
and remaimned all night; the fame night Alonzo de Lugo and
Hernand Peraza fet out from Gaete towards Galdar, by the

Q. way
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way of Artenara, where they made a confiderable booty, and
killed feveral of the Canarians, but not without fome lofs on their
own fide, asthe enemy fought defperately to fave their flocks.
Early in the morning Peraza's party entered the villages of Gal-
dar, where they furprifed and made prifoners the Guanarteme
Guanache Semeden, and fifteen other Canarians, together with
thejr wives and children, who had come from the mountains the
pight before to fleep in their houfes, not fufpeding that the
Spaniards were fo near, for moft of the natives were now obliged
to retirg in fmall bodies.  After this, Peraza and Lugo fent to
Pedro de Vera, who came and joined them with his party. They
then divided the fpoil, referving a fifth part for the King. After
which Peraza returned with his troops to Gaete, as did Pedro
de Vera with his men to Palmas, carrying with him the Guanar-
teme of Galdar, by whafe means he hoped foan to become malfter
of the ifland; and. the more readily to effedt this end,. he thought
proper to fend him over to Spain to their Catholic Majefties; to-
gether with: four Gayres.  He accordingly delivered them to the
charge of one Miguel Morifca, with orders to treat them well,
and make every thing as agreeable to them as he could. He
fent alfo with them an interpreter, one Juan Major, who under-
fteod and fpoke the Canarian language perfectly well. When they
arrived in Spain, they were fent to court, and prefented to the
King ‘and Queeh, who gave them a moft gracious reception.
The Guanarteme tock particular notice of every thing he faw
there, being ftruck with admiration at the wealth and power
of the Spani(k nation, -and the {plendor of its conrt; but above
all, at' the magnificence and folemn grandeur of the Romith wor-
fhip : he fell on his knees before their Majefties, defiring to be
baptized, and begged they would condefcend to be his fponfors ;
which requeft they condefcending to grant, he was accordingly
baptized by the name of Ferdinando. The King gave orders tc
. entertair
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entertain him {plendidly, and grapted -him and his companions li-
berty to return to Canaria. Before their departure, he made them
many prefents, exhorting them to ufe their utmoft endeavours
to convert their countrymen, and bring them under obedience to
the crown of Spain; promifing at the fame time, that all thofe
who fhould voluntarily {ubmit to his dominion, thould be pro-
teCted by him in the full enjoyment of their liberties and effeés.

Tue Guanarteme then begged his majéfly would beftow on
him the valley in-Gran Canaria called Guayayedra, being 2 place
abounding with fig-trees and with pafture for his flocks ; which
requeft the King readily granted, and the Guanarteme exprefled
the moft grateful fenfe of that aed the many other favours be had
recelved at his hands. |

Pepro pt Vera had written to court, fetting forth the abfo-
Jute neceffity there was for fending more troops and provifions to
the ifland; having loft many men in the different agtacks on the
natw¢>, by reafon of the extreme ruggednefs of the mountains to
which they had reticed. He alfo reprefented, that on acconnt of
the long war, the ground lay uncultivated, fo that no provifion
was to be procured, excepting only a few theep and goats, which
his people fometimes took from the natives, in their different in-
curfions againft them, and at the utmoft hazard of their lives.
His Majefty, taking this into confideration, gave Miguel Morifca
erders to go o the mountains of Biftay,and raife two hundred men
with all poffiblc diligence.  'With thefe recruits Miguel Morifca
embarked for Canaria, taking with him Guanache Semeden,-
" Guanarteme of Galdar, the four Gayres, and Juan Major the in~
terpreter, to whom and bis heirs the King made a perpetual grant
of the office of Alguazil Major of Gran Canaria; which office
his defecendants have lorg fmce loft hy their’ 11eg1e&and abufe of it,
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WLt Miguel de Morifca was at court, he begged that their
Majefties, would atlow Hernand Peraza the liberty to return to
his ifland of Gomera; which requeft they were gracioully pleafed
to grant,

C H A P XIX.
The Holy Brotherbood* of Andatufia find Troops to Conaria.

MwmepiaTeLy after the departure of Miguel Morifca with his
two hundred Bifcayners (moft of whom were bowmen) the
King {ent orders to the Holy Brotherhood of Andalufia o furgith
the Commiffioners of the Conqueft with two companics of Gi-
netes, or light-horle, and a company of bowmen, i all one hun-
dred and fifty foot and fifty-five horfe ; which they put on board
five {hips at St. Lucar de Barameda, Thefe fhips met with a ftorm
in their paffage, which obliged them to put into Lancetota,
where the was loft going into the harbour of Recife, but the
‘crew were faved, and fent from thence by Diego de Herrera to
Canarie, whete the other four arrived in {afety, to the great fatis-
fa@ion of the Spaniards who were on that ifland.

Pepro pE VERA, now finding himfelf well {upplied with men
and provifions, fet out to attack the Canarians in the mountains,
Thefe people, on the arrival of the Guanarteme of Galdar from
Spain, were ftruck with aftonifhment at the wonderful things he

" related to them concerning that country, and of the power of the
Spaniards; for, in order to perfaade the Canarians to yleld obe-
dience to the King of Spain, the Guanarteme had gone to Galdar,
where he affernbled all the chiefs of the people, and reprefented to

* The Santa Hermandad, or "Holy Brotherhood, was inflitsted in Spain in
tmes of great confufion, to fupprefs robhers,

thems



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 117

them the power of the Spaniards, and how vain and imprudent
it would be to attempt to hold out any longer againft them : and
that fuch obftinacy could only end in their deftrudtion. Some
were moved with his realons, and accordingly came and fubmitted
themfelves; but far the greateft part refufed to give ear to his
advice, and procecded to cledt Tor their General the valiant Tef-
arte, and for their King the fon of the late Guanaterme of Telde,
But not ¢ill they had firft offered the fovereignty of the ifland to
Don Ferdinando, late King of Galdar, whom they entreated to
quit the party of the Spaniards, and take his chance with them.
On his refufing their offer, they reproached him with having
abandoned his brethren, to fide with a people guilty of breach
of faith to thole whag embraced their religion, and fubmitted to
them ; alleging at the fame time. feveral inflances of the Spanifh
perfidy, and among the reft, that of Pedro de Vera's having tre-
panned the two hundred Canarians out of the ifland, under the
pretence of fending them to Tenerife, to fight againft the Guan-
ches. They told him, that as {oon as the Spapiards fhould have
brought all the natives under fubje&ion, they would behave to
them juft in the fame maunner; for < What confidence, faid they,
can we repefe in a people, who are not athamed to breal their
promifes and engagements } As to us, rather than {ubmit, we
will retire to the rugged rmountains and inacceffible parts of
the ifland, whither we will drive our flocks; and by fortifying the
paffes, we fhall be able to maintain our independence, and dcfcnd
ourfelves to the 1at.”  Don Ferdinando, the Guanarteme, feeing
their obflinacy, returned to Palmas, and gave an acconnt of
what paffed to Pedro de Vera, who thereupon refolved immedi-
. ately to attack the Canarians, He for that pucrpole gathered to-
gether all his troops, cxeept thofe which he left to garrifon the
city of Palmas, 2nd went to lay fiege to the fortified pafs of Ven-

tagoya, which he invefted by blockade, and continued bcfuge it
- fiftcen
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filtcen days, imagining he (hould oblige the natives, who were
{hut up there with their wives and children, to furrender or perith
by hunger; but in this he was miitaken, for they had with them
provifions for fome months. Whei he underftood this, he marched
againit the pafs, in order to force it fword in hand, but was vi-
govoufly repulied by the natives, with the lofs of eight men, and
feveral wounded; for as foon as they perceived him approaching,
they tumbled down huge ftones from the precipices upon him
and his people, and threw fuch a thower of ftones and darts, that
they were glad to retreat. Defpairing of fuccefs, he moved off
towards Tirarane and Acayro, where he took 2 great quantity of
cattle. From thence he marched againft another natural fortrefs,
called Titana, a place of great ftrength, which fome of the na-
tives, who had retired thither, had rendered ftill {tronger by art,
and where they thought themfelves perfe@tly fecare, therefore
were carelefs, and kept no look out to obferve the enemy’s mo-
tions. But Pedro de Vera and his troops, joined by fome of the
converted natives, came {uddenly upon them, killed twenty of the
Canarians, furprized and {zized the fortrefs, together with all
the provifions therein. However, a5 foon as the natives found
that the Spaniards had deferted Titana after plundering it, they
returned thither, fortified it anew, and took care to keep a bet-
ter look-out than they had done before.  Pedro de Vera proceeded
"next to a ftropg hold called Aradar, fituated about a gun-thot up
from the bottom of an hill. It was furrounded by fleep rocks,
having only one narrow pafs that led to a natural gallery above,
which went round the mountain; above that gallery was another
row of fleep precipices, having a narrow path leading to the top
of the mountain, which was level, and had a fpring of excellent
water, Thither fome of the Canarians retired for fecurity, “with
their children and effic@s. “The Spaniards forced this place alfo,
gaking many prifoners, with much cattle, and killing thofe who

defended
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defended the paflfes: two women, to avoid falling into the ene-
miy’s hands, threw themfclves down from a precipice, and were
dafhed in pieces; the precipice has been ever fince named Rifco
de las Mugeres, 1. e. the Women's Rock, From thence the
Spaniards proceeded to another hold called Fataga, which they
forced alfo. The patives who followed Tafarte, obferving the
force of the Spaniards to increafe daily, and that their fleep and
rugged precipices could not {ecure them from the approaches of -
the enemy, took the counfel of Don Ferdinando of Galdar, and
fubmitted to Pedro de Vera; among thefe were the Faycag, uncle
of Don Ferdinando. The valiant T'afarte however did not follow
the example of his countrymen, but feeing himfelf deferted, and
that none of his tribe were willing to ftznd by him and malke head
againft the Spaniards, he refolved to die rather than fubmit, and
accordingly went to the top of a fteep precipice, where caliing
out aloud, Atictifmal! Atictifmal (which was rthe manner in which
the Canarians invoked God) he threw himfelf headlong down,
and perifhed.

Pepro pE Vera fHll continued his progrefs, husting the dif~
treffed Canarians from their feveral caverns and hiding-places,.
until he came to 2 ftrong hold called Ajodar, where moft of them
were gathered together, with their wives and children, refolved to
defend themfeives to the laft extremity, and to throw themfelves
over the precipices rather than fubmit to their enemy. The Go-
vernor and all the officers, with the Guanarteme of Galdar, were
of opinion, that it would be beft to make the attack on that fide
next the fea. Accordingly he fent moft of the troops that way,
with direétions to the officer who commanded them, not to be-
gin the attack till fach time as he fhould fend him orders,
intending to ftorm the place on both fides at once. But this
officer (Miguel de Morifea) and the Bifcayners who were with

4 him,
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him, being animated with a defire of revenge for the lofs fuftained
at Ventagoya, did not adhere to the directions given them by Pe-
dro de Vera, thinking they were diGtated by cowardice or over-
caution, and began boldly to climb the rocks, until they acrived
at the firft ftation, where they found no one to difpute the paf-
fage againft them. The Canarians, having all this time been
reconnoitring their motions, fuffered them to proceed unmo-
lefted until they had all entered the firft pafs; when on a {udden
giving a great fhout, they tumbled down an immenfe quantity of
huge ftone upon them from the adjacent heights. The Spaniards,
unable to refift this unexpefted attack, fought their fafety by
flight, but in vain, for the pafs by which they had afcended was
fo very narrow and {icep, that they could only craw! down one
by one on a)l fours: and now 2 moft dreadful carnage of the fu-
gitives enfued, Miguel Morifca and moft of the Bilcayners being
flanghtered by the natives, But Pedro de Vera, coming up on the
pther fide, prevented their total deftruion ; and Pon Ferdinande
of Galdar, whom the natives ftill refpected, prevailed on thcm to
fpare many of their lives.

Tue number of the natives affembled o Ajodar, at the time
they were a‘tta_cked by the Spaniards, is faid to have been about
three hundred, After this defeat, the feverelt the Spaniards
had ever experienced fince their firft attempting the copqueft of
the ifland, Pedro de Vera retired to Palmas, to take care of his
wwounded, of which there was a great number, and above fifty
svere left dead upon the fpot,

CHAP,
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C H A P. XX.
The Seguel of the Congusfi.

Epre pE VERA, after having made forme flay at Palmas, to

refreth his troops and recover thole that were wounded,
multered all his forces, confilting of Caftillians, the natives of
Lancerota, Fuertaventura, and the other iflands, with the Com-
panies of the Holy Brotherhood, as alfe fome of the reduced
Canarians, amounting in the whole to about a thoufand men.
Thefe he completely furnithed with arms and all other ne-
ceffaries, determining to make an end of the conqueft before he
returned to Palmas. ’

Fixpiwc by his fpies, that all the Canarians were affembled ar
Anfite, a place deemned impregnable, together with their wives
and children, he marched thither, and pitched his camp-at the
bottom of the mountain. Den Ferdinando of Galdar, knowing
that his countrymen were determined to die rather than larren~
der to the Spaniards, went, with the confent of the Gavernor, to
try what he could do with them by the means of perfuafion. So
- foon as they beheld their old Guanarteme, they crowded about
him with loud acclamations, and every one prefent wept a long
time before they were able to utter a word : the Guanarteme
wept alfo in {ympathy, and obferved a profound filence. * The
number of the natives then affembled was about fix hundred
fighting men, and a thoufand women and children, anmoing whom
were all the nobles, with the Faycag, and the young Guanarteme
of Telde. This youth was on the point of being married to the
King of Galdar’s daughter, then prefent, by which marriage he
purpofed to makehim{elf King of the whole ifland, After their grief

R _ began
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began to find vent in words, Don Ferdmande, in an eloquent
fpeech, accompanied with tears, conjured them to have com-
paffion on their wives and children, and to lay afide all thoughts
of refilance, which would only end in their own deftrudtion;
adding, that he would take npon him to be anfwerable for the
Spaniards, that they fhould treat them well ; protect them in the
pofieflion of their Liberties and effefts; and that elpecial regard
fhonld be had to the rank and dignity of the nobles, which thould
in nowife fuffer. With thefe and the like foothing {peeches,
he at length prevailed on the natives to furrender, which they did
by throwing down their atms, and at the {ame time fetting up
a difmal howling and crying. The young Guamarteme of Telde,
feeing his hopes thus blafted, went to the brow of a precipice,
accompanied by the old Faycag, where embracing cach other,
and calling out Atirtifma !l they threw themfelves down’ and
perifhed together. When the tumult and weeping were a III:tIe.
fubfided, Don Ferdinando brought the Canarians down to the camyp
{among whom was his own daughter Tenefhoia) and prefented them
to Pedro de Vera, by whom they were courteoufly received
and entertained : he felt no {mall {fatisfaction to fee the natives
o ca{']y brought in, being fenfible, that, if they had refolved not
10 hearken to the perfuafions of Don Ferdinando to furrender, he
could not have made himfelf mafter of the place without much
bloodthed. The Bithop, Don Juan de Frias, who was then pre-
fent, having a few days before arrived from Lancerota, fung Te
Deum on the occafion. This event happened on the 2g9th of
April, 1483, being feventy-feven years after the frft attempt upon
theifland by John de Betancaur,

CHAP.
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C H A P XXL
Confequences of the Surrender of Anfite.

THE day of the furrender of Anfite Is held annually as a
great feftival throughout the ifland of Canaria, by a
folemn proceffion, in which s carricd the (tandard that was then
in the camp, it being depofited in the church of St. Anna, pa-
tronefs of the ifland and mother of the Virgin. Don Ferdinando's
daughter Tenefhoia was baptized by the name of Donna Cathe-
rina, and married to Don Ferdinando de Guzman, fon of Alonze
Guzman, nephew to Ferdinand Perez, Lord of Vatres and Aleu-
billette,. in the Kingdom of Toledo; of which marriage are de-
fcended the Guzmans of Galdar, in Canaria. Don Ferdinande
of Galdar had another daughter, named Tenaguan, who was
married to a perfon of the naine of Betancour, a lon of one of the
Norman Betancours by a danghter of the King of Lancerota,
Ferdinando him{elf was afterwards killed by the Guanches, in an
expedition to Tenerife, When the troops returned from the
conguett to the city of Palmas, the Standard-bearer, Dan Alonza
Jaimes de Sotomajor, afcended the tower, and, waving the
ftandhrd, called out three times, < Canaria, Canaria, the Gran
Canaria, now belongs to their high and moft potent Majefties,
Don Ferdinando and Donna Ifabella, King and Queen of Caftille
and Lecn.” The ifland thus happily reduced, the Governor
fent back to Spain what troops were remaining of tholo which
had been {ent out to him by the Holy Brotherhood ; with them
went many -officers and gentlemen, who did not chufe to fettle
in the ifland, but were rather defirous to ferve in the congquett of
Granada. Pedro de Vera fent advice by them to their Majefties
of the entire redudtion of the ifland, at the lfame time racom-

Rz mending
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mending thofe who bad ferved faithfully in the war, to the royal
favour; and alfo requefting that people might be fent over to in-
habit the ifland. The news gave the King entire fatisfaction;
he immediately ordered great part of the lands in Canaria to
be diftributed among the foldiers, according to their rank and
merit ; and granted extraordinary privileges and immunities to
thoft that went to fettle in the ifland, who, for the moft part,
were people from the province of Andalulia, particular]y from
the county of Niebla. He ordered a number of fruit-trees, plants, -
and fugar-canes to be fent to Canaria, from the ifland of Ma-
deira, which throve and multiplied there exceedingly, the foit
and climate being extremely well adapted to the growth of al-
mott every kind of vegetable. The bifhop and Governor diftri-
buted the children of the Canarians of both fexes amongft the
Spaniards, to be Inftruted in the faith and docrine of the church
of Reme; and, to avoid fcandal, the girls were committed to
ths charge of the married women, and the boys to the unmar-.
ried men. :

AGRIDASLE to their Majelties inftructions, the Governor,
Pedro de Vera, chofe from among the gentry twelve Regidores*,
to govern the ifland in civil matters, with a Sccrctary, Alguazil
Major, Under-clerks, and Alguazils, with other civil officers:
thefe were called the Caviido. The Bifhop, Don Juan de Frias,
carneftly defired to lave his fee removed from Rubicon, in Lan-
cerota, to the city of Palmas, which he obtained fome years
after, in the ponuficate of Pope lnnocent VIII, to the grear

¢ The twelve Regidores were Pedro. Garcin de §t. Deomingo, Fernando det Pra.
do, Dicgo de Sorita, Francifeo de T'arquemada, Francifvo de Efpinofa, Marrin de
Efcalante, 4lonzo Jaimes de Sotomajor, Pedro de Vurgos che Scandard-bearer, Juan
de Severio, Juan Malfuente, Juan Je Majorga, and Diego Miguel ; all of whom
were employed in ¢he conquett.  The office of Regidore fs much che fame sy thag
of the T'wenty-four beforc mentioned,

{atisfaftion
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fatisfacion of Pedro de Vera and the reft of the inhabitants of
Gran Canaria.

On the zoth of February, 1487, at Salamanca, this ifland was,,
with great folemnity, incorporated into the crown of Caftille,
with the title of Kingdom, and declared free from all pechos and
alcavalas*. In the fame year, Pope Innocent VIII gave the pa-
tronage of the bithopric of Canaria, with its benefices, to the
King of Spain and his fucceflors for ever.

In 1499, the King of Spain fent a body of laws and charters
to Canaria, for the government of its inhabitants; and at-the
faime time confirmed cermain regulations which had been for-
merly made by the natives.

In 1515, the Empecor Charles V gave to the-city of Palinas,.
the title of Noble and Royal City of Palmas: before that time
it was called the town of Palmas..

C H A P. XXII
Qf the Death of Diege de Herrera.

Irca pr Hexrera, after-having made divers incurfions in-.

to the unconquered Canary Iflands, as has been mentioned
in the courfe of this hiftory, befides many others on the corflt of
Barbary, adjacent to thefe ilands, fell fick, and died in Fuer-
taventura, the 22d of June, 1483, aged feventy years and upwards:
ke was buried ir the monaftery of St. Buenaventura, which:
bimfelf had. founded. One Gonzalo Argote de¢ Molina, one of
the Twenty-four of Seville, and who was married to Donnz Ju-

* Crrralit inland dutics paid in Spain, .
ank,
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ana de Ayala, daughter of Don Auguftin Herrera, Marquis of Eap-
cerota, caufed the following infeription to be placed on his tomb.

Here lies
The noble Knight, Dizco nz Herrrra,
Lord and Conqueror of the Seven kHlands, theKingdom of Gran Canaria,
and. of the Narrow Ses. of Barbary,
Thirteentl: of the Order of St. Iago,.
one of the Council to King Henry IV, and to- their
Catholic Majefties, Don Ferdinando and Donna Ifabella.
One of the Fwenty-four of the City of Seville,
Founderof this Convent, and Son ef the nohle Pedro.Garcia de Ferrera *
{Mar(hd] of Caftille, Lord of the Village of Ampudia and of
the Houfe and Village of Ayala; Captain-general of the Sea-coaft
of Guipifcoa, one of the King's Council) by his Wife
Donna Maria de Ayala Sarmienta,
He fubdyed and made Vafials
Nine Kings of Tenerife,
and Two of Gran Canaria.
He carried his victorious Arms over to Barbary, where he led captive
many Moots.
In Africa he built the Cafile of Mar Pequeno+, which he afterwards
defended againft the Sheriff and his army.
He was at war with Three Nations at once,
Portugueze, Pagans, and Moors;
All whom he vanquithed without Affitance from any Crowned Head,
Fe married Donnalgnes Perazadelas Cafas, Heirefsof thefe Iflands.

* O: Herrera; F and H in Spanifh being often ufed indifferently at the beginning
of & word,

+ Mar Pequeno, i.¢, Little or Narrow Sea; o called becaufe that Caftle wag,
built upon the coalt of the nartaw fea or channel which (eparates Liancerota and
Fuertaventura from the Coaft of Afiica,

How
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How far Diego de Herrera deferved this pompous epitaph,
the reader may judge by what he hasfeen of his atchievementsin the
courfe of this hiftery. He left behind him threc fons and two
daughters, namely, Pedro Garcia de Herrera, Sancho Herrera, and
Hernand Peraza; the daughters were Donna Maria de Ayala,
who was married to Diego de Sylve, Count of Pontalegre, in
Portagal ; and Donna Conftanzo Sarmiento, married to Pedro
Hernandez de Sayavedra, Marthal of Sahara.  Some time before
his death, he divided his cftate on the iflands between Sancha
Herrera and Hernand Peraza.

'To Hernand Peraza, who was his favourite, he lefr the iflands
Gomera and Hierro. This man was fucceeded by 2 fon which
he had by his wife Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, nemed Guillen Peraza
de Ayala, and ftiled Count of Gomera. He {old the two iflands for
feven thoufand ducats to his own fon Don Diego de Ayala: he
died in 1567, and his fon in 1586

To his {fon Sancho Herrera he bequeathed a certain portion of
the rent and jurifdiétion of the iflands Lancerota and Fuertaven-

tura, with the uninhabited iflands of Alegranza, Lobos, and Santa
Clara, together with fome lands in Spain. QOne of his defcendants,
named Auguoftin Herrera, was fent by Philip If, with three hun-
dred men to the ifland of Madeira¥, as Captain-general thereof,
with the title of Count. For his {ervices there, he was c¢reated
Marquis of Lancerota, in the year 1582; he died in 1586, and
was fucceeded by his fon, alfo called Auguftin Herrera,

* Philip I of Spain reduced Portugal, with all its dependencies, in fubjedtion
to the crows of Spain, and among the reft the fland of Madeira, 1 fuppofe this
Auguftin Hervera was fent, with the three hondred men above-mentioned, to take
poffefion of it. I imagine it was his fon whom the Earl of Cumberfand ttended
to {usprize in the year 1596,

v
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C H A P. XXIIL
Pedro de Vera goes te the Iffand of Gomera.

HILE Pedro de Vera was governing Gran Canaria in

peace, to the fatisfaction of the inhabitants, and enjoying
the fruit of his labours'in the conqueft, he received letters from
Lancerota, from Donna Ignes Peraza, widow of Diego de Herrera,
informing him that her fen, Hernand Peraza, was in great danger
at Gomera, the natives there having rebelled againft him. She
entreated his affiftance to quell them, and at the fame time fent
forne veflels and troops to join thofe he might be pleafed to order
from Gran Canaria.

Pepro ne Vera imunediately gathered what men he could
fpare, embarked them on board two vedEls that were in the
port of . Ifletes and thofe from Fuertaventura, and f(iled for
Gomera, where he found Hernand Peraza beficged in a tower
hy the natives ; who, when they faw the fhips, raifed the fiege,
and took refuge in 2 ftrong place in the mountains. Pedro de
Vera went in purfuit of, and teok them prifoners. Some of them
he put to death for an example ; the reft he pardoned at the in-
terceflion of Hernand Peruza, but he carried two hundred of
them to Gran Canaria, leaving Peraza and Donna Beatriz Boba~
dilla, much pleafed with bis conduét. After his departure, Her-
rand Peraza began to treat the natives with great rigour, friends
as well as foes: and not content with the channs of his beautiful
wife, Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, he became enamonred of a hand-
fome Gomeran girl, who lived in a cave in the diftrict of Guahe-
dun, near to which he had fome corn-fields. When the natives
underfiood this, they concerted with the girl how they might
feize

-
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feize him. She accordingly made an appointment with Peraza,
at a certain place, to which he came attended only by his Gentle-
man and Page, who had endeavourced all they could, but in vain,
to diffunde him from going. One Pable Hapalupu, an old nan,
much refpeted by the natives, was at the head of the confpiracy.
It feems this man had {ome time before advifed Hernand Peraza
to ule the Gomerans as his children, and not to treat them with
feverity ; which wholefome counfel fo offended the Governor,
that he ever after thewed a diflike and fufpicion of hins, infomuch
that Pable imagined his life was in danger from the unlimited
power with which he knew Peraza to be invefted. Peraza found
his miftrefs in a cave, accompanied only by an old woman ; he
accordingly went in to her, ordering his Gentleman and Page to
wait for him in another cave at a little diftance. As foon as Ha-
palupu * and his confederates had notice of his being come, they
haflencd thither; on their way they met a relation of the young
woman's, cailed Tlautacuperche, who was greatly offended at Pe-
raza's intrigue with the damfel, and wanted only an opportunity
to revenge the affront offered to his family. When he underftood
their defign of feizing Peraza, he urged them to make all the
expedition they could, and not to wait for Pablo, who was un-
able to keep pace with them ; adding, that he would run be-
fore them to the mouth of the cave, When the girl heard the
noife of people approaching the cave, fthe told Peraza to put on
his cloaths with all expedition, for that her relations were com-
ing to take him. Upon which he flipped on a woman’s garment,
to difguife himfelf, and came running out; but as he was mak-
ing off, the old woman cried out, ¢ That is the man running
away in woman’s cloaths, ftop him! ftop him ! When he heard
hier give the alarm, and found he was difcovered, he returned in-

_* My author fays, this man’s defign was only to apprehend Peraza, but for what
end he does not mention.
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to the cave, faying, “ If T ain to be taken or killed, it {hall not
be in a woman’s drefs.”  So putting on his own cloeaths and coat.
of mail, and taking his target and fword, he came to the mouth
of the cave. Hautacuperche was then {tanding above, watching
bis coming out, armed with a wooden dart with a long fpike in.
the head of it; when he faw Peraza, he darted his weapon down
upon him, which entering between the joints of his armour,
pierced his neck and went through the midft of his body; fo that
he fell down dead on the fpot: they olfo killed his Gentleman
and Page. When the old man, Pablo Hapalupu, faw the Go-
vernor was killed, he wept bitterly, telling thofe who were pre-
fent, that their wives and children would rue the confequences
of this bleody day's work, The old man furvived this prophetic
fpeech but a few days.  After the death of Hernand Peraza, the
Gomerans, who were acceflary to his murder, went to the moun-
tains to acquaint thejr countrymen with what had been done,
rejoicing and crying out in their language, « The Ganigo of
Guahedun is brokent” The Ganigo was = fort of carthen veflel,
out of which the natives, when met together to feaft on public
occafions, ufed to eat vituals or drink milk ; therefore, fome of
them (alluding to that cuftom) when they faw crowds of people
running to view the dead body of Iernand Peraza, (aid that they
went to drink milk ovt of the Ganigo of Guahedun.

DoNﬁA Beatriz Bobadilla found means to procure the dead
body of her hufband, which fhe immediately interred, and then
in all hafte retired, with hec children and the principal inha-~
bitants of the town, inte the caftle at the port. They were
fearcely entered the fortrefs, when it was furrounded and clofely
befet by the Gomerans, who wanted either to kill or take Donna
Beatriz prifoner. They blocked up the caftle many days, and re-
duced thofe that were fhut up in it to vary great ftraits, although

6, _ they
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they were fecretly fupplied with neceffarics by fome of the inha-
bitants of the town and by fome of the natives of the diftrict- of
Oronc. The befiegers attempted to force their way info the
caftle; but thofe that were within kept them off with ftones and
arrows, with which they happencd to be well provided, Hauta-
cuperche was the moft active among the affailants in carrying on
the fiege: he was fo dexterous that he caught all the arrows
fHot at him with his hand as they flew. At length Alonzo de
Campo fent Antonio de In Pena to the top of the tower, to en-
deavour to decoy him to the bottom of it, neara loop-hole, from
whence he might take aim at him with a crofs-bow. This arti-
fice had the defired effed, o that Alonzo de Campo thot him dead
throngh the loop-hole with an arrow.  When the natives faw the
death of Hautacuperche,. and knew that Donna Beatriz had fent
advice of the murder of her huiband to Pedio de Vci"ﬂ,-t}iey were
afraid of his return to the ifland, and therefore raifed the fiege,
retiring to a ftrong inacceflible place in the mountain. When
advice of the murder came to Pedro de Vera, he muftered four
bundred men, embarked them on beard f{ix fhips and barks,
and failed with them to Gomerz, where he found the beautiful
widow in the caftle, fhe being afraid to veunture out, although
the fiege was mifed. Pedro de Vera, after the compliments of
condolence, concerted meafures with her for apprehending and
punithing the murderers of her huiband.

Tie matineers had fhat themfelves up among the mountains,
in a ftrong natural fortrefs named Garagonohe, which could not
be forced, Pedfd de Vera, fearing left the reft of the inhabitants
of the ifland might oppofe his defigns, caufed public proclama-
tion to be made, commanding all the Gomerans, on pain of death,
to come to the church, in order to be prefent at the funeral ho-

nours which were to be paid to the remains of Hernand Peraza.
Sz . 'They
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They accordingly came on the appointed day, without fear, not
being confcious of having donc any thing to incur the difpleafure
of the Spaniards, and were all made prifoners.

Tuzy Pedro de Vera marched againtt thofe who were in the
ftrong holdof Garagonohe, and at length enticed them, by fair words
and prowmiles, to farrender. e then brought them to the town
at the port, where, notwithftanding his promife that he would do
them no harm, he condermned to death all thofe of the diftricts
of Agane and Orone, who were above fifteen years of age.  'This
unjuit fentence (for thofe concerned in the murder were few) was
exccuted with great rigour, fome being hanged, others drowned,
and others drawn afunder by horfes.  Not content with this fe-
verity, he caufed the hands and feet of many of the Gomerans te
be cat off, and banithed others. A villain named Alonzo de Cota,
who was carrying a number of the banithed in a fhip to Lance-
rota, threw them overboard in the paflage. The wives and chil-
dren of .thofe who had been put to death were fold for flayes.
After this horrid maffacre, Pedro de Vera returned to his govern-
ment of Canaria. On his arrival there, from information which
he had received .at Gomera, that the natives of that land who
lived in Canaria, had fent o their countrymen in Gomera, ex-
horting them to murder ¥ernand Peraza,” in cafe he fhould at-
tempt to maltreat or dithonour cheir wives or daughters, aflirming
that they were refolved to do the fame by any one who fliould
offer fuch an infult to them or theirs in Canaria; on this informa-
tion, I fay, he caufed all the Gomerans refiding in Canaria to [e
feized in one night, amounting to about twao hundred, men, wo-
men, and children : the men he put to death, and fold the wo-
men and children for.ﬂayes.

WarR the Bithop, Don Jnan- de Frias, heard of thefe proceed-
ings, he was greatly incenfed at the Governor far his barbarity :
however,
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however, he went, and calmly expoftulated with him on the im-
propriety of felling Chriftian children, The Governar replied,
that they were not Chriflians, but childven of infidels, murderers
of Hernand Peraza, and who would have murdered him alfo.
To this the bithop made anfwver, *“ As to you, you muft at lagt
appear befare God, to anlwer for the bloody maffacre of thefe
people, the cry of whofe innecent blood hath reached to heaven;
butasforme, ' will excommaunicate all thofe who have had or fhall
have any hand in fending thofe children out of the iland.” Upon
this the Governor told him, that if he gave his tonguc fuch liberty
or continued to talk to him in thet firam, he would clap a red-
hot icull-cap on his bead. Upen this the Bithop returned bome,.
much grieved at the Governor’s behaviour to him, as well as at
his inhuman treatment of the Gomerans,  As foon as he conve-
piently could, he embarked for Spain, where he complained to
their Majeftics of Caftille againlt Pedro de Vera, for his unjuft
and cruel behaviour to the Gomerans.,

Turir Majefties, Don Ferdinande and Donna Ifabella, ordered
enquiry to be made into the caufe of this complaint; which was
accordingly donc; and the Bifhop's acculation appeared to be well-
grounded, Upon which the King gave orders to fet all the Go-
meran prifoners at liberty, and that thefe who had bought them.
fhould have a claim upon. the fellers for their meney..

Tue Bithop, Don Juan de Frias,. died foon.after he had per:
formed this good office for the Gomerans..

My author does not mention the canfe of the firfll infurrection:
of the Gomerans ageinft Hernand Peraza; but.we may eafily ob- -
ferve, by what has been already mentioned, that his oppreflion oc--
cafioned the fecond ; far the ilatimacy between the gird and Pe--

raza;
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raza was pot with her confent, otherwife fhe would not have be-
trayed him into tlhe hands of her relations ; bat he forced her to
it by his abfolute power, which no one on the illand durlt refit.,
We might here compare the behaviour of John de Betancous
and that of Pcdro de Vera in fimitar circumflances, and obferve
the differencer for had the complaint made by Douna Beatriz to
de Vera been made to John de Betancour, he would have told
her, that her hufband had received the due reward of his acions,
from men fenfible of their injured honour. But people of nar-
row minds cannot conceive any other mcthod of ruling thefe
whom they call barbarians than by down-right force and fe-
verity.

Pepro br VERA, 2 fhort time after was recalled from his go=~
vernment, which was partly owing to the complaints of the
Bifhop, and partly to his being an experienced commander in
mountainous countrics, knowing well how to diflodge an enemy
from ftrong inacceflible places, like thofe of Gran Canaria; and
s the mountains of Granada, from which the King was defirous
te drive the Moors, are full of fuch places, his Majefty thought
Pedro de Vera might be employed there to good purpofe. With
this view he fent for him, received him gracioufly, and mada
him a Marthal and Commiffary of War in Granada, in which he
acquired great reputation : but he took his being recalled much
to heart, fenfible that the Bithop’s complaints againtt him had
been the real occafion thereofs

Pepro pr VerA had fix fons, one of whom, named Hernando
de Vera, being difgnfted with their Majefties, and Blinded by
. paflien, wrote fome fatirical verfes againft them, which he thewed
"privately to fome of bis friends, who again handed them about to
others, till av Jength they came to the fight of the King and

Queen,
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Queen, who, on reading them, were fo much irritated, that
they feat a judge to Xcres de la Fronterz, where the real
author of the libel refided, in order to difcover the writer. In
confequence of which enquiry, the Tiniente® of the town was
conviéted, and condemned to lofe his head in the market-place;.
which fentence was accordingly put in execution  feveral other
perfons in Keres were banithed the kingdom on the fame ac-
count. Hernando de Vera, having obferved the ftorim gathering
fome time before, fled to Portugal; but a great reward being of-
fered for apprchending him, he did not think himfelf fafe in
that kingdom, and therefore went to the ifland of Gomera, where:
he put himfelf under the proteftion of Donna Beatriz Bobadilla,,
who lay under great obligations to his father, as he had relieved.
her when in diftrefs by refcuing her out of the hands of the Go-
merans. But Queen Ifabella haying caufed public proclamation to-
be made, that wholoever fhould bring Hernando deVera prifoner,
{hould be pardoned of whatever crime he had committed, and.
fhould alfo reccive a great reward; Donna Beatriz Bobadilla,.
having an camneft defire to return to Caftille, but nor daring to:
attempt it for fear of the Queen’s jealouly, thought fhe had now
found a favourable opportunity of accomplifhing her defign,. and.
therefore moft ungratefully feized the perfon of de Vera, kept:
him clofe confined, and fome time after embarking on board a:

fhip with her valuable prize,. failed for Spain; but being forced:
by bad weather to put into Madeira, the Portogueze there,, un-

derftanding that Donna Beatriz Bobadilla was carrying a fon of’
Pedro de Vera prifoner to Spain, intreated her to permit him.
to come athore to refrefh himfelf, out of tlie regard they had to.
the memory of his father, whom they knew and refpedted ;- but:
Donna Beatriz refufing their requeft, they got together.a number:

* The Tinicnte, i. c. Lieutenant, of any town in Spain, is the civil magiftrate.:
next in dignicy to the Corregido,
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of beats and boarding the fhip, took him out by force, and car-
ried him ou fhore.  Soon after they fent him to Portugal, and
Ieft Donua Beatriz Bohadilla to retnrn to Gomera, covered with
ijzaominy, and the abhorrence and derifion of all who had heard
of her black ingratitude and juft difappointment,

Ds Vera was {o imprudent, fome time after his arrival
in Portugal, to quit that kingdoin and go to Andalufia, where
Le was feized; but, by the affiftance of his relations, found
means to efcape. At length his father, reprefenting to their
Majeftics his own long and faithful fervices, and interceding for
his fon’s pardon, it was granted him, on condition of his ferving
in the garrifon of Mellila, in Barbary, with fome horfe, at his
own colt,  He accordingly went thither, but died foon after his
arrival in that country,  His father, Pedro de Vera, being very
old, fell fick, and died at Xeres de la Frontera, where he was bu-
ried, in the monaftery of §t. Dominick, which he had built and

endowed, as a burial-place for himfelf and ol thofe of the name
of Vena,

THE
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C H AP L

Of ihe Iftand of Palma, and of the ancient Inbabitants thereafs
thetr Manners, Cufloms, Worfbip, .

T is not pofitively known how this ifland came firft to be
called Palma. In all probability it received this name from
the Europeans at the time of their difcovering i.t,for the natives

called it Benahoare, which, in their language, fignifies My
Country*. When the Buropeans firlt landed on this ifland, it

roduced no fort of corn, of eatable roots, excepting the roots of
fern, of which the natives made meal (as the inhabitants of this
and fome other of the Canary Iflands do to this day), and alfo of
the feed of a tree or thrab called Amagante. Both thefe forts of
meal they ate mixed with milk or broth: Their other forts of food

4 When the Spaniards afked the meaning of the word Benahoare, the natives
would naturally anfwer, This Place, our Land, my Country, this 1fland, or our
Dwilling-place; but I have reafon to imagine that it did not leerslly fignify My
Country, as 1 fhall endeavour to prove in another place,

T . were
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were flefh of goats, fheep, and hogs, which they ate either roafted
or boited. The fkins of the two ficlt ferved them for cloathing,
and of the latter they made fhoes. The weapon they ufed in war
was a {taff or pole, fharpcncd at the point and hardened by fire,
which they called Moca.

Tar ifland was divided into twelve diftricts, each of which was
governed by its own Lord or Captain. But their police was not
fo good as that of any of the other iffands, for he was efteemed the
cleverelt fellow, who could fteal with fuch addrefs as not to be
difcovered : if any one happened to be detected in this prattice,
no other punifhment was inflited on him than being obliged to
refltore the thing ftolen, If 2 man received an infult from any of
his own diftrict, he thought it mean to complain of the injury to
his Captain, but avenged his own caufe, by gathering together
his friends and relations, and retaliating the affront ; after which
they all removed and took up ‘their refidence in another diftrict,
Their manner of worfhip was as follows: in each diftrict there
was a great pillar or pyramid of loofe ftones, piled up as high as
poffible, and {o as not to fall down, There the natives allembled
on certain occaflons, finging and dancing arcund the pyramid :
there alfo they wreftled and performed other feats of agility. In
one of the diftriés, inftead of a pyramid of loofe ftones, there was
a natural ane, being a narrow long rock, upwards of an hundred
fathoms high*, where the natives worfhiped their god Idafc,
whofe name the rock itfelf (] retains, They were in continual
apprehenfion of its tumbling down; and therefore, whenever they
killed a fheep or goat, they roalled a piece of it, which they fent

* The Nubian geographer, in the b part of his IPieft Climate, f':tys.,  There
are on that coaft fix iflands, called the Fartenate Ifainds, from wheneé Ptolemy he-
gius his computation of langitude, They relate, that in gach of the [id iflands
is to be feen a pillar, raiied of ftone, of an hundred cubits length, euch pillar fip-
porting 2 brazen image with its hand lifred wp and pointing buckwards, Thele

pillars are fix, and one of them, as it is reported, is the idol Cades, which is ¢o the
wilt of Andalufia; and beyond thofe neo one knows of auy habitatious.

by
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by two perfons as a prefent to the rock. As they went along, he
who carried the offering fang thefe words, “ Y Iguida, y Iguan,
Idafe; ” which, in their language, fignifies, * It will fal,
Idafe.” Upon which the other anfwered in the fame tone, «* Gue-
gerte, y guantaro,” i.e. ¢ Give to it, and it will not fall: ” and
then threw down the meat, and both went away ; - when it was
quickly devoured by the ravens which hovered about the rock.

Twe natives held the fun and moon in great veneration, keep-
ing ‘an exat account of time, in order to know when it would be
new or full moon, or other days of devotion. Befides the fore-
mentioned worfhip, they acknowleged one God in the heavens,
greater than all, called Abora, whom they adored. My author
afferts, that the devil {ometimes appeared to the natives in the
fhape of a thock dog, whom they called Trvene. They were ex-
tremely alarmed in time of ficknefs ; fo that when any one was
taken 1!, he fent for his friends and relations, and faid to them,
¢« Vacaguare,” i ¢. “ 1 wantto dic,” Upon which they carried
the fick perfon to a cave, where they laid him down upon a bed
of goats fkins, put a pitcher of milk by him, and then, clofing
the mouth of the cave, left him to expire by himfelf. They bu-
ried their deed in caves, and always {pread the fkins of geats
under them, faying, that it was not proper that a dead body
fhould touch the ground.

THis is the only certain account that has been preferved of the
cuftoms of the ancient inhabitants of Palma., As to their lan-
guage, fome remains thereof, as well as of thofe of the other
iflands, may be feen in the table at the end of this work.

Tz CHAP,
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C H A P 1IL
Of the Invgfien of Palma by Hernand Peraza and &is Vaffals,

WE have already related in what manner the Spaniards were
baflied in their attempt on Palma, under the command of
Guillen Peraza, who was himfelf killed in that unfortunate ex-
pedition. After his death, his vafals in the ifland of Hierro made
feveral deftents on Paima, to rob and plunder the natives of their
cattle, and alfo for making prifoners to fell for faves. In one of
thefe expeditions, they took prifoners a man and 2 woman, the
atter of whomn was fifter to one of the chiefs of the ifland, named
Garehagua, When the found they were about to carry her on
board their fhip, the made fuch a ftout refittance, that the perfon
whofe prifoner fhe was, found himfelf obliged to have recourfe to
his arms to defend himfelf, and ta prevent her from getting away,
fo that in the feuffle he'killed her.  Not long after, the natives
having made peace with the Spaniards of Hierro, a recipracal
trade was carried on between them; and it fo happened, that
among other Spaniards that came to trade at Palma under fan&tion
of the treaty, was the perfon who killed the woman. One day,
as he was talking with Garehagua, he related the adventure, not
knowing that the woman was his fifter: but when Garehagus
heard the flory, and from the perfon’s own mouth, he replied,
“ Your ill fortune has brought you into my hands, that I fhould
avenge my fifter’s death;” and fo faying, ftabbed him inftantly in
the belly with a ftick pointed with goat’s horn, and killed him on
the {pot, before any one could come to his afliftance. This trani-
action put an end to the truce, and both partiés hegan the war
afrefh, ‘

In



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 141

In another defcent of the Hierrons upon this ifland, they met
with a beautiful woman of a gigantic fize, named Guayanfanta,
whe fought with great courage and vefolution, This falr war-
rior finding herfelf furrounded on all fides by the enemy, fo that
ne way was left for her to efcape, fuddenly caught up a Spaniard
under her arm, and ran with him towards an high and ftecp pre-
cipice with a defign to calt herfelf and her enemy headlong down
together; which the would certainly have effected, had it not been
for anether Spantard, who coming behind her, gave her awound
in the back part of the leg, which brought her to the ground.
From this and the foregoing flory, a tradition has prevailed, that
the men of Palma were fo effaminate and faint-hearted, that the
war was carried on wholly by the women.

MosT of thefe incurfions vpon Palma were made by order of
Hernand Peraza, fon of Diego de Herrera, and were in general
attended with lofs to the invaders.

I has already been thewn, that Juan Rejon feiled from Spaim
with a fleet, in order to make the conqueft of Palma; but this
expedition was fruftrated by his death, which happened in the
ifland of Gomera, after which his troops failed to Gran Canaria,
and joined Pedro de Vera. After the conqueft of that ifland,
when Pedro de Vera came to make a diftribution of the lands, he
particularly favourcd Captain Alonzo Ferdinando de Lugo, who
commanded the garrifon of the Tower of Gaete, to whom ke al-
lotted for his portion al} the fertile well-watered lands about:
that place, which abound in all kinds of frait-trees, and has more-
over the advantage of a fmall but convenient harbour, ftored with
variety of fifh. But Alonzo, not content with his lot, and
-preferring an active military life to one of eafe and retirement,.
fold his fine cftate, and went over to Spain, where be obtained:

frone
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from their Majefties 2 grant of the conqueft of Palma and Tene-
rife. He afterwards went to Seville, to provide himfelf with-
thips, men, ammunition, &e. neceffary for the undertaking, It
is related of this captain, that the great expence attending
thefe preparations having not only exhaunfled the ready cath he had
procured from the court, but olfo moft of his private fortune ;
and that the King, who at that time was in the heat of the war
of Granada, could not fpare him any farther fupply to enable
him to profecnte his voyage; chagrined at this difappointment,
be was onc day walking in a penfive manner in the great church
at Seville, when he was accofled by a venerable old man, who
entered into converfution with him, and, after fome talk, per~
fuaded him by no means to give over the intended expedition,
for that God would certainly be with him and afiitt him in the
profecution thereof: he then put his hand behind the cloth of
an altar, and took out a bag, containing a great quantity of doub-
loons, which he gave to him, fuying, * When they are gone, you
fhall receive more.”  Alonzo de Lugo, after having put up the
money, looked about for the old man, but he was gone, and he
never faw him afterwards; from all which he concluded, that it
was certainly the apoftle St. Peter, of whom he was a devout
worfhiper. With this money, and the fum he procured from fome
merchants of Seville (more probably indeed the whole) he com-
pleted the equipment of his fleet, and fuiled for Palma, where hé
arrived the 29th of September, 1490, and landed at the port of
Taffacorta, on the weft fide of the ifland, in the diftrict of one
Mayantigo. There he fixed his camp, which he took care to
fortify firongly before he attempted to proceed further into the
country, that in cafe of a repulfe or furprize he might have a place
of refuge for his men, and where his provifion and ammunition’
might be fecurely lodged, without trufting to the thipping, which
by bad weather might be obliged to put out tofez, as the ports in

: Palma
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Palma are open roads, where fhips are expofed to almott all winds:
he alfo built a chapel, which he dedicated to St. Michael. After
this he advanced farther into the ifland, and reduced all the fouth-
wefl part of it: which he effected not by force of arms, but by
prefents and promifes; for, before his arrival at Palma, the na~
tives of that quarter of the ifland were on good terms with the
Spzniards of Hierro, who frequently came and traded at Taffa~
corta,

From thence he went to the north-eaft fide of the ifland,
which is entirely feparated from the other by mountains of fuch
a prodigious height, that they reach far 2above the clouds. Here he
met with move refiftance, becaufe the natives were enraged againit
the people of Hierro, for the injuries they had done them. When
he came to the diftri in which Guarchagua commanded, he
found the inhabitants in arms; nor would they be perfuaded te
fubmit until he attacked them, in doing which fome were killed
and many taken prifoners : thele he treated with great kindnefs,
in order that their countrymen, {ceing his humanity, might be
induced to lay down their arms. This conduét had the defired
effe®, the natives no longer oppofing the Spaniards in their pro-
grefs except at a place called, in the language of the ifland, Acer
{i. ¢. a Place of Strength}, but by the Spaniards La Caldera.

Berorr he went againdt it, he thought proper to return to the
camp, to refrefh his troops, who were extremely fatigued by
reafon of the ruggednels of the roads and exceflive height of the
mountains, After remaining in the camp fome days, he marched
towards the Caldera, which is a hill thaped in form of a cauldron;
the outfide very bigh and fteep, having two rugged fteep paflages
leadintoit; on the infide it defcends gradually, and is covered with
pines, palme, laurels, retamas, and other trees; the bottomn is a



144 THE HISTORY OF

plain of about thirty acres, but the extent of the fummit is about
two leagues. Within the Cauldron fpring many rills of water,
which, uniting together, run down in a rivalet near one of the
pafles before-mentioned. By this water-courfe Alonzo de Lugo,
after attempting the other pallage in vain, endeavoured to pene-
trate into the Cauldron, where a great number of the natives were
affembled to oppofe him, commanded by one of their chiefs, called
Tanaufe. In this enterprizc he was greatly aflifted by the natives
who had already fubmitted to him; for when he could not pro-
ceed on his way, they carricd him the lengeh of two bow-fhots
on their fhoulders. Had the enemy oppofed him there, they
might eafily have deftroyed his forces; but being pofted higher,
Alonzo had an opportunity of attacking them on more equal terms,
which he did with great bravery, but could not force the paffage;
for the natives were fo advantageoully pofted, and that place be-
ing their lalt refource, defended it o obftinately, that Alonzo de
Lugo was obliged to retreat, and encamp at fome diftance from
the place of action, The fame evening the natives {eat their old
people, women, and children, for more fecurity, to the top of the
mountain, where they took up their lodgings in the caves among
the rocks; butthenight proving intenfcly cold, they wereall frozen
to death, in memory of which eyent the natives named that
_place Ayfouagan (i. e. the Place of Freczing.)

Aronzo pE Luce finding how little the experience and va-
lour of his foldiers availed bim in fuch a place, f{ent one of the
eonverted patives, named Juan Palma, to Tanaufe, to perfuade
him to embrace the Romifh faith, and {fubmit to the crown of
Spain, promifing him and his companions the full enjoyment of
their liberties and effe@ts. Tanaufe returned for anf{wer, that if
Alonzo would go back to the foot of the mountain, he would
come next day and make his fubmiffion. This Alonzo agreed

s . to;
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to; but (ulpe@ing it was only a ftratagem te diflodge him from
the place he was in, he left sn ambulh to cut off their retreat in
cafe they followed him down, and afterwaids wanted o return to
the firong hold, Tanai(e not conving o foon as he had promifed, .
the Spaniards were marching back ro their former ftation, when
they et hitm on his way: the natives feeing the Spaniards undet
arms and in order of battle, were apprehenfive of fome treacher~
ous defign, and would have returned; but Tanavfe aflured them,
that as he had Alonzo's promiit; they had nothing to fear.
Bat he was miftakén; for Alonzo, not being affured of theiv in-
tentions, and fearing they might efcape back into theé Cauldron,
fe] upon them, and a very bloody fkirmith enfued, which ended
in the death or captivity of 2ll the natives. Among the prifonery
was Tanaufe himfelf, who complained bitterly dgainit Alonzo for
his breach of promife. The battle was fought an the 1d of May,
1491, feven months after Alonzo de Lugo's landing oh the iftand
at Taflacorte. That day is celebrated annually in Palma, asa gleat
feflival, 1n commemoration of the reduétion of the whole ifland
to the obedience of their Cathelic Majefties. Immediately after
the battle, Alenzo difpatched a veflel to Spain; to carcy the agree-
able tidings of the conqueft to their Majefties, and at the fame
time fent over forne of the chiefs of the ifland, amofig whom was
Tanaufe ; but he took his being fent our of Palma fo much te
heart, together with Alonzo’s breach of promife, that he obiti-
nately refufed all manner of nourithment and flarved himfelf to
. death; a thing not unufual among the natives of Palma, who were
yery impatient under any affi&ion of body or mind.

ArTER the conqueft of the ifland of Palma, Alenze de Lugo
failed to Tenerife, taking with him all the troops that could be
well fpared. After his departure, certain of the natives, to the
grmber of threc hundred, from fome motive of difcontent, af-

v fembled
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fembled in a body, and committed feveral adts of hoftility on the
Spaniards and the natives under their government; which when
Alonzo de Lugo came to hear, he {ent over ane Diego Rodri-
guez Talavera, a perfon well known to the natives of Palma,
and perfedly acquainted with their manness, cuftoms, aad lan-
guage, with orders to reduce them again to obedience. He
accordingly landed in Palma, having only thirty foldiers under his
command ; with whom, the Spaniards already in the ifland,
and fome of the natives in whom he could confide, he went in
fearch of the rebels, defeated them in feveral encounters, and at
laft entirely difperfed them, though not without fame blood(hed,
and the lofs of many of his men ; after which, ta ftrike a terror
into the reft of the natives, he caufed the chiefs and ringleaders
of the rebellion to be put to death. This feverity had the de-
fired effect; for ever fince the inhabitants bave continued farth-
ful and obedient [ubjefts to the crown of Spain.

C H A P I
Of the Ifland of Thenerife or Tenerife.

HIS ifland was named Thenerife, or the White Mountain,.

by the natives of Palma ; Thener, in their language, figni-
{ying a Mountain, and Ife, White: thc; Pike, or fummit of The-
. nerife being always covered with fnow. This name has been
continued to it by the Spaniards ever fince; but thé natives called
it Chineche, and themielves Vincheni: how the Spaniards came
to give them the name of Guanches, is not known.

Tae inhabitants of this jfland were in general of a middle
flature : thofe who dwelt on the north fide of the iftand were
much fairer, and had hair of a lighter colour than thefe In the

fouthern
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fouthern parts. A Man, in their language, was called Coran,
and & Woman, Chamato. A few years before the conqueft of
T'enerife, there was a prince called Betzenuria, who governed the
whole ifland: he had nine fons, who, upon the death of their fa-
ther, divided the government equally amongft them; by whichk
means the ifland became divided into nine kingdoms, eight of”
which did homage to Tmobat, the elder brother, who was the
moft powerful, being pofiefled of the vichelt and moft fertile
pact-of the illand, being that tract which firetches between Oro-
tava and the brow of the hill above the port of Santa Cruz, in
which he could raife feven thoufand fighting men.  One of ‘the
brothers, named Acaymo, was King of Aguimar; another, called
Atgunarona, of Abona; and a third, Arvitocafise, of Adehe: the
names of the other four are loft, but they reigned Ir_1 Tegheﬁ,
Icoden, Centejo, and Daute. The royal dignity was, in their
language, called Quebechi, and was clettive. In the fammer the
King refided in the mountains, but in the winter near the fea-fide,
When he changed his place of refidence, or travelled, the elders
of his tribe affembled, and carvied before him 2 freptre and 3
lance with a kind of flag upon it, to give notice of the King’s ap-
proach to all who might be travelling upon the road, that they
might pay him the cultomary homage, which was by proftrating
themfelves before him on the ground, wiping off the duft from
his feet with the corners of their garments, and kifling themn.

Trr King was always obliged to marry a pecfon who was his
equal; - but if fuch a one could not be found, he took his own
fifter to wife, not being permitted to debafe his family by 2 mix-
ture of plebeian blood.

Tar natives acknéw‘lcged a God, whom they called by the
mames Achguarergenan, Achoran, and Achaman, which fignify,
U2 in
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in their language, the Suftainer of the Heavens and the Earth,
They 2lfo gave him the titles of Achuhuiaban, Aahuhocans, and
Aguayarerar, 1. e. the Great, the Sublime, and the Suftainer of ali,

Wuex they were in great diftrefs, occafioned by want of rain,
&c. they afiembled in certain places fet apart for that purpofe,
with their children and flocks, where they fat in a circle on the
ground, weeping and making a mournful noife, their flocks bleat-
ing at the fame time for want of food, for both men and beafts,
-on thefe occafions, were debarred all kind of fuftenence. No
man was allowed more than one wife, and they married without
any regard to kindred, except that of a mother or fifter. They
could put away their wives when they pleafed; but the children
of thofe women who were repudiated were reckoned illegitimate,
and could not inherit their father's effets.  They had 2 coftom
ameng them, that when a man by chance met a woman alone on
the road, or in & folitary place, he was not to look at, or fpeak to
her, unlefs the hrft fpoke to, or demanded onght of him ; but to
turn out of the way: and if he made ufe of any indecent expref-
fion, or behaved in an unbecoming manner, he was feverely pu-
nithed. When their children were born, they were wathed all
over with water, by women fet apart for that oftice, who wete
virging, and never allowed to marry.

Tue men wore cloaks of goats fleins, dreffed and foftened in
butter ; thofe of the women were longer, and reached down to
their feet, with petticeats of the fame fiuff underneath. Both
fexes frequently anointed their bodies with theep's oil, being par-.
ticularly lean, and their fkins very dry.  Their Janguage differed
entirely from thofe of the other iflands, and was very guttural.
They had no iron or other metal among them; and inftead of in-
_fcr_qments made of thefe, they ufed a black hard ftone, fharpened:

and:



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 149

and made ft for killing theep, cutting and working timber, &c.
Thefe they catled Tavonas.

Tuey had often difputes among themf{elves about their flocks and
paftures, which frequently ended in wars. Their offenfive weapons
were darts, made of the pitch-pine, tharpened and hardened in the
fire like thole ufed in Gran Canaria.  They had al{o a weapon like
a fpear, very fharp, which they called Anepa: and fo dexterous:
were they at throwing thele, that they fcarce ever miffed their
mark. When an enemy approached, they alarmed the country
by making a fmosk, or by whittling, whicl was repeated from
one to another.  'This latter method is 1]l in ule amongft them,
and may be heard at an aliwoft incredible diftance. 'The inhabi-
tants of Tenerife were divided into three claffes, the nobles, the
gentlemen, and peafints: the firft was called Achimenfey, i e. of
or belonging to the King’s Hounfe or Family, the word. for-
King being in their language Menfey, but in {peaking to him they
call him Quevehiera, which fignifies Your Highnefs: the fecond.
rank, namely the gentry or Yeomen, were called Cilhiciquico ¢
and the third, Achicarnay. They believed that God created then
of earth and water, and that he made as many women as men,
giving them cattle and every thing necellary for their fubfiftence;.
but that afterwards, they appearing to him ta be too few, he
created more; but to thefe lait he gave nothing; and when' they
afked him far floeks of fheep and goats, he told them to go and
ferve the other, who would in return give them fuftenance; from.
- thefe, fay they, are defcended the Achicarnay, or fervants..

Taey had a euffom, that in the cave or houle where the linf-
band and wifé flept, no other perfon, was-allowed tg fleep.  They:
did not lie together, but had feparacs beds in-the fime houle or

gave: thefe beds were made of herbs or grafs; covered with gosts
3 fkins:
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{kins neatly drefied and fewed together, with blankets or cover-
ings of the fame fuff.

Tuaere were among them artificers who dreffed goats fkins
and made their garments ; potiers, who made carthen veflels ;
and carpenters, who wrought in wood : thefe were paid for their
labour in flelh, barley, or roots, The natives of Tenerife were
very neat and cleanly; they wallied their hands and faces when-
ever they arofe from fleep, or when they fat down to cat, and
after they had eaten. Their food was the fleth of goats and fheep,
boiled or roafted ; and this they ate alone, and naot like the Eu-
-ropeans, with the uddition of bread or roots. They alfo ate barley-
-meal, roafted and dreffed with butter and milk ; this difh they
called Ahorer.  After eating, they did not drink for the fpace of
half an hour, as they imagined that drinking cold water immedi-
ately after eating warm vi¢tuals fpoiled and hurt their teeth, They
had no other cattle but theep and goats. Their grain was wheat
and barley ; the former they called Triguen, the latter Taro, A
fheep they called Ana, and a goat Ara. They had little dogs,
which they called Cancha. '

Tur men prepared the ground for feed, by hoeing it with
wooden hoes, and the women fowed the feed. Their feed-time
was in the month of Auguft, which they called Venefiner. They
had beans and peas or veiches, all which they called Hacichei.
Milk they.called Ahof; butter, Oche; and melaffes, Chaces-
quen, which they made of mocanes, called in their Iangunage Yoja,
The method of making it was this: when the mocanes were ripe,
they expofed them three or four days to the fun; then bruied or
mathed .them, and boiled them in a quantity of water till it
was almolt all evaporated; then they firained the remainder through
a fort of fieve made of ruthes, and preferved it as 2 medicine in

fluxes
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flaxes and pleurifies, which were common in the ifland. When
they were troubled with acate pains, they drew blood from the
part affeted with lancets made of Tavonas or fharp flones.

TrEIR wars, as hasheen obferved before, were generally about the
boundaries of theirlands and paftore. The women attended themon
thofe occafions, with proviftons, &c. and in cafe any of the men were
killed, they carried off the dead, and interred them in caves. When
any perfon died, they preferved the body in this manner: firk they
carried it to a cave, and (tretched itonaflat ftone, wherethey apened
it, and took out the bowels; then twice a day they wathed the porous
parts of the body, viz. the arm-pits, behind the ears, the groin,
between the fingers, and the neck, with cold water: after wath-
ing it fufficiently, they anointed thofe parts with fheep's butter, and
{prinkled them with a powder made of the duft of decayed pine-.
trees and a {ort of brufh-wood which the Spaniards call Breffos,
together with the powder of pumice-flone ; then they let the
body remain till it was perfe@ily dry, when the relations of the
deceafed came and fwaddled it in fheep or goat fkins dreffed :
girding all tight with long leather thongs, they pat it in the cave
which had been fet apart by the decealed for his burying-place,
without any covering. The King could be buried only in the
cave of his anceftors, in which the bodies were fo difpofed as to be
known again ®.  There were particular perfons {et apart for this -
office of embalming, each fex performing it for thofe of their own.
During the procefs they waiched the bodies very firidtly, to pre~

# Not many years ago, two of thofe embalimed bodies were taken ont of a cave :
they were entire, and a5 light as coik ;5 but quite (refh, and wirhout any difagree-
sble fmeil.  Their hair, wweth, and garments were all found and frefh,  Abobr
two years ago, L emplayed fome of the natives of Tenerife o go into one of thafe
raves (which are almolt jinacceffible} to try if they could find any of thofe
bodies ; they brought me fome boucs, picces of goat-fkin garments, &c. and a feull
with fome hair upon ity which was black and lusk; the garmenis were quite frefh,
and had the hair vpon them,

yent
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vent the ravens from devouring them, the wife or hinthand of the
deceafed brisging them viftuals, and waiting on them during the
time of their watchiiig.

‘Treir tanner of holding their courts of judicature was as
follows @ they fixed on foine large plain it the iland, in the fniddle
of which they placed a large and high fybdre ftone, and on each
fide thereof feveral others of inferior fize and height, On the day
appointed for holding the cowt, the King (who was alwayg pre-
fent on thele oeccafions) was feated on the high flone, and the
principal dlders of the diftrict on tlie lefler ones, according to their
feniotity ; and in this manner they lieard and-decided caufes. When
any one was fentenced to corporal punithment, he was laid flat on
the ground, the King delivering the flaff’ or feeptre, which he
always carried with hill:l, into the hands of fome perfon, ordering
ki to give the offender fuch a number of blows therewith as he
thought his crime merited, and then commanded him to be taken
froin his prefence.  For murder, the King took away the eriminal's
eattle and effefts, and gave them to the relationsof the deceafed, and
banithed the murderer from that diftn&; but at the fame time took
him under his protection, fo that the friends and rejations of the
deceafed might not do him any hurt.  They never punifhed any
perfon with death, faying that 1t belonged to-God alone to take
away that life which he gave.

Twe natives of this iland did not worfhip-idols, nor had any
images of the Deity. Befides the names they gave to God already
mentioned, they called him Guararirani (1. e. Poffeflor of the
. World), Atguaychafunatuman (i. e. Poffefior of Heaven), Atu-
mman in their language fignifying Heaven: after the congueft,
they called the Virgin Mary, Atmaycequayaman, the Mother of
him who poffefies the World.

Tuey
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Tury had a cuftom among them, that when one perfon went to
the houfe of another, he did nat attempt to enter in, but fat on 2
ftone at the door, and either whiftled or fang till forne one came
out and defired him to walk in. Whoever oblerved not this ce-
remony, but entered into another perfon’s houfe without being in-
vited, was liable to punifhment, as they reckoned it a very great

affront.

Tuey had 2 wonderful facility in counting the number of their
fheep and goats when iffuing tumultucully out of a fold, with-
out fo much as moving their lips or pointing to them with their

fingers,

C H A P, IV.

Of the miraculous Image of our Lady of Candelaria® 5 of the
Sealing away and refloring it, wwith the Confequences theregf.

N the foregoing part of this hiltory it was obferved in what

manner the Spaniards of Lancerota came to underfland there
was an image of the Virgin Mary in Tenerife. Diego de Herrera
then, having in Lancerota fume Guanches, who knew the place
where it was, he went with thern to Tenerife in fearch of it,
where, by means of a treaty of peace with the King of Gui-
mar, he landed, and his Guanches fecretly conveyed che imaga
on board his fhip; which when he received, he filed with it
for Lancerota, where the valuable prize was received with
great demoniteations of joy: they carried it in felemn proceflion,
at which were prefent all the people of the ifland; and aftersards
depofited it in the church of Rubicon with great care and reve~
“rence. How it came to Tenerife, is not certainly known; but
it wonld appear, as it was found on the fea-thore, that it had been

:

* Sce the Defeription of the Canary Hands.

X en
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on board fome flip which was loft pear the iflands, and o driven
afhore by the waves. The Spaniards relate many wonderful and
fabulons fteries of this image: one of which is {o interwoven with
the thread of this hiftory, that we cannot omit it, and is as fol«
lows. After the image had been placed on the altar of the church
in Lancerota, it was found every morning with its face turned to
the wall, notwithftanding its being daily replaced in its proper po-
fition; this ftruck the people with a great panic, who endeavoured,
with many prayers and procefiions, to remove this uncomron ap-
pearance of difpleafure in the image, but to no purpofe. Where..
fore Diego de Flerrera and Donna Ignes Peraza, thinking it was
not the will of God that the image thould remain in Lancerota,
refolved to reftore it to the natives of Tenerife. Accordingly Her-
rera went with fome veffels, and anchored in a port, where the
King of Guimar came to meet him, at the head of a great num-
ber of armed men, thinking he was come, as at other times, to
plunder and carry off the natives and cattle ; but when he heard
Herrera declare that he was come only to return the image, he
was greatly amazed, and would not believe him till he produced
the image before them : upon which fome of the Guanches ran
with all fpeed to the cave where it was wont to ftand, but not
finding it there, they returned, and acquainted the King and the
refl, who all fet up a moft doleful ery, carnettly intreating Her-
rera to return them their image, which he did with great chear-
fulnefs, being much ftruck with, and edified by, the appearance of
fuch devotion and regard in the Guanches to the Virgin, Before
he returned to Lancerota, they, as 2 mark of gratitude, prefented
him with as many fheep and goats as loaded his fhips, and toge-
ther with this, free liberty to fend veflels to trade with them.
At that time Herrera enquired of the natives whether they had
mifled the image from the cave while it was at Lancerota? To
which they replied, that it was feen in the cave daily until his -
4 ' arrival :
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arrival; and moreover, that in that time it often went and vifited
the.King and lome of the Guanches. My author fays this maf
have been fome angel, fent there to reprefent the image in itsab-
fence, for the confolation of the natives, and the honour and glory
of the moft holy Virgin Mary. '

Some months after this, Sanche Herrera went to Tenerife
with {everal thips, well manned, to try if any method could be
found to bring the ifland under {ubjedtion by means of the treaty
of peace and commerce which Diego de Herrera, his father, had
fettled with the King of Guimar.

Tris prince, in return for the good-will Diego bhad thewn
him in returning the image, gave confent that Sancho Herrera
fhould land and build a tower or fort at the port of Anafo, now
called Santa Cruz, which Herrera pretended was for the benefit
of commerce, and to cement the friendfhip between the two na-
tions. In order to prevent quarrels or difputes between them,
{everal wholeforme laws were made and agreed on, particularly the
Sollowing ; thatif any perfon of the one nation did an injury to one
of the other, the delinquent was to be delivered to the offended
party, to be punifhed as he might think proper. Some time after
concluding this treaty, and the building of the tower, it happened
that. fome Spaniards carried away a parcel of fheep belonging to
the Guanches; complaint of which being made to Herrera, he
delivered up the offenders to the King; who, after feverely re-
primanding them, inftead of putting them to death according to
agreement, generoufly fent them back to Herrera. It was notlong
before the Guanches did fome injury to the Spaniards, who mak-
ing complaint thereof to the King, he caufed the delinquents to
be delivered to Sancho Herrera; but he, forgetful of the example
of clemency and generofity which the King of Guimar had thewn
Xz ' him,
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him, caufed them all to be banged up, When this was made
known to the King and the Guanches, they were filled with in-
dignation at this ungenerous behaviour, and refolved to drive the
Spaniards out of the ifland, and to raze the fort to the ground:
all which they performed, and put the whole garrifon to death,
except five, who had the good luck to get to the fhips in the port,
on board one of which Sancho Herrera happened to be at the time
of the attack, and from whence he was {pectator of the deflruc-
tion of his fort, and the death of his people, without being able
to prevent the one or affilt the other. So that after taking fo
much pains to no purpofe, he was obliged to return to Lancerota,
After this milcarriage of Sanche Herrera, no farther attempt was
made upon Teperife, untl] Alenzo de Lugo undertook the con-
queit of it, after he had completed the reduction of Palma; when,
jeaving a fufficient number of men on that ifland to keep all things
quiet, he embarked with a thoufand veterans and fome horfe,
well armed and equipped, in order to fubdue the ifland of Tencrife.

C HAPDP V.
Alonzo de Luge lands in Tenerife,

HE armament from the ifland of Palna, commanded by

Alonzo de Lugo, arived at the port of Analo on the 1d
day of May, 1491, which day, among thofe. who profefs the
Romifh religion, is the feftival of the Holy Crofs, and on this ac-
count Alonzo de Lugo named the port Santa Cruz, which neme
it ftill retains,

DisemMBARKING his treops, he marched up the high and feep
mountain above the port, on the top of which commences the
phin now called the Laguna, and where the city of that name
Ttands.

Procreping
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PRoCEEDING forwards, he came to a plain, where is now
the hermitage called de Gracia; there he cncampéd, and was
waited on by Acaymo, King of Guimar, and the Kings of Anaga,
Adehe, and Abona, with whom he entered into a league, They
informed him of the firength of Ventomo, King of Taora, who
was then at war with all the Kings of the iffand : haviag received
this intelligence, he marched towards him. The King of Tacra
met him with only three hundred chofen men, and demanded
what he wanted of him? Alonzo de Lugo told him he came only
to court his friendfbip, to requeft him te embrace Chriftianity,
and become 2 vaflal to the King of Spain, who would hecap
many favours on him. '

To ¢his the King of Taora replied, that as to his pro-
pofal of peace and friendihip, he accepted it moft willingly,
and would furnifh him with any thing he wanted, and that the
fland could afford, either for bis ufe or refrefhment; for none
thould cver have reafon to fay of him, that he rejected or de-
fpifed the proffered friendfhip of any man: but as to embracing
Chriftiapity, he did not know what he meant by that. Inan-
fwer to his becoming a vaffal to the King of Spain, he faid, he
knew him not, neither would he, who was free-born, fubjelt
himfelf to any man; but as he had all his life-time been free, fo
he intended to die. Having thus anfwered Alonzo’s propofhls,
he left him, and went to his own diftci&.  Alonzo de Lugo de-
fpifingVentomo'san{wer, marched forward, and encamped at a pluce
called Aguere, from whence e made inroads into the country,
imagining from what had been told him of the King of Taora,
that if he once conguered that chief, the reft of the ifland moft
fubmitatonce, Sopafling by the diftri@ts of Anago, Tacoronte, and
Teguelte, without meeting with any refifiance, he came to Orotava,
then called by the natives Aracifapale, where he made a great

: hooty
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booty of cattle; with which he was returning back, when Ben-
tomo affembled his three hundred men, and gave the command
of them to his brother, with orders to harrals the Spapiards in
their retreat in the narrow and difficult paffes, that they might
be detained until fuch time as he could draw together the reft of
his forces to attack them. Accordingly, as the Spaniards were
pafling a narrow defile, furronnded with high cliffs or mountains,
the three hundred Guanches, who lay in ambuth, gave a great
fhout and whiftle, and then fell on them with fuch fury that they
put them entirely to the vout, for the Spaniards could make no
ufe of their cavalry in that place, on which they much depended,
nor avail themnfelves of the (uperiority of their numbers; {o that
there was no remedy but in a precipitate flight.  The Guanches
purfued them clofely, making great flaughter of the fugitives. The
King'’s brother having fat down upon a ftone by the way-fide to
reft himfelf, being much fatigued, Ventomo came up to him
with the forces he had gathered together, and feeing his brother
fitting there by himfelf, he reprimanded him feverely; bat the
other replied with great coolnefs, I have done my part 1§ van-
quithing the enemy, now the butchers are doing theirs in killing
them,” In this battle the greateft part of Alonzao’s army perifhed;
and as the place where it was fought lay near Centcjo, it was
called la Matanfa de Centejo, i. e. the flaughter of Centejo, which
nane it ftill retains,  In this ation the Spaniards loft fix hundred
men, and Alonzo de Lugo himfelf narcowly efcaped : in the battle
he was knocked off his horfe by a blow with a ftone on his mouth,
which beat out forne of his teeth; and as he lay on the ground he
was furrounded by fome Guanches, who killed his horfe, but
he himfelf was bravely defended by Pedro Benitez, furnamed the
One-eyed, who refeued him out of their hands, and gave him
. another horfe, which he mounted, and efcaped with fome of his
troops to the porty where the fhips received them on board, and im-

' mediately
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immediately difpatched their boats to go along the coaft in queft of
the reft who had efcaped from the battle : they found ninety toge-
ther, whe, by {wimming, had faved themfelves on a rock in the
fea, whom they took off and brought to the thips. Some days after
they had collefted together their {cattered troops, and refrethed
them, they landed in the fame port, but were attacked and beaten
by the natives, fo that they were obliged again to embark with fome
lofs. Quite difpirited by thefe misfortunes, Alonzo knew not
what courfe to take; for he could not pretend to land again, having
loft in the two battles upwards of feven hundred men. At length
he returned with the remains of his troops to Gran Canatia, where
he and his men were hofpitably received by his old friends, who
gave him all the affiftance in their power.  From thence he fent to
fome merchants at Seville, who had affifted him with money in his
expedition to Palma, requefting another fupply, which they granted.
With this money he levied troops in Gran Canaria; at the fame
time the Duke of Medina Sidonia fent fix carvels, having on board
fix hundred and fifty men and forty hotfes, commanded by Barto-
lomeo Eftupinan : Ignes Peraza, widow of Diegode Herrers, alfo
fent him a reinforcement of troops from Lancerota,

C H A P. VL
The Sequel of the Congusfl.

Loxzo pE Luco now found himfelf at the head of a thou-
fand foot and {eventy horle, all completely armed. With
thefe forces he embarked in the fix carvels and other veflels : Juan
Melian de Betancour, fon-in-law to Don Alonzo Jaimes de Soto-
major, went as Alferez, or Standard-bearer, to the expedition,
carrying the ftandard of Gran Canaria. The fleet arrived at Santa
Cruz, where the greater part of the forces landed, and marched di-
rectly
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reQly to the plain of Laguna, where they had a flight fkirmifh with
the Guanches, near the hermitage of Gracia, From thence pro-
ceeding forward to Taora, in two divifions, they came near
the army of the Guanches, being the united forces of the ifland,
with whom they had many encounters. But the natives, feeing the
number and good order of the Spaniards, the precautions they took
it avoiding ambufcades and difficult paffes, and confidering the
finall fuccels they had had in their frequent tkirmithes with them,
and alfo, that notwithftanding the great  blow they gave themn
at Centejo, they returned in fo fhort a time, and with o formidable
an army; they began to think ferioufly of treating with them.
Accordingly aflembling all the chicf men of the ifland, they fent to
Alonze de Lugo to beg a truce, in order to have a conference with
him; which he immediately granted. They accordingly came,
and were received with great civility, and nobly entestained. They
then demanded of him, what motives had induced the Spaniards to
invade the ifland in that hoftile manner, difturbing the repofe of
the inhabitants, plundering them of their cattle, and carrying the
people into captivity, withont having received any provocation from
them ; and defired alfo to know on what pretenfions he continued
to make war vpon them? To all which Alonzo de Lugo replied,
that he had no other defign then to make them become Chriftians,
and ferve God in a right manner ; which if they would confent to,
he would fuffer them to remain in the quict and peaceable poflefion
of their lands, cattle, and other effe@s. The Guanches, after
waking this propofal into confideration, came to Alonzo de Lugo,
and told him they were willing to become Chriftians 1 whereupon
all the Guauches then prefent were immediately baptized; and for
feveral days afier, others came in from all parts of the ifland, until
fuch time as all the inhabitants of the iland had recetved baptifin,
This fudden vevclution gave great joy to Alonzo de Lugo, who now
Gw the whole ifland reduced without bloodthed, for which he

gave
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gave God thanks, and founded a hermitage on the fpot where the
treaty with the Guanches was concluded, and called it Nuefira Se-
norz de la Victoria, 1. e. Our Lady of Victory i it is fituated in the
road between Orotavia and the city of Laguna,

Havinc quictéd the natives, and fetded the government on 2
regular plan, he went through the ifland in quefl of a proper place
for building a city. At length he mede choice of u {pot in the
plain of Laguna, wherehe laid the foundation of a city o6 the 25th
day of July, 1495, being St. Chriftopher’s day, and therefore
called ie St. Chriftobal de la Laguna. When he landed at Santa
Cruz, he left fome people there to ereft a fort, for the fecarity of
his troops, where, in cafe of any difalter befalling them, fuch as
that they met with at Matanza de Centejo, they might have a place
of refuge to fly to. 'This town of Santa Cruz is now become the
largeft of any in the Canary lflands.

ArTER the redufion of Tenerife, moft of the officers and
{oldiers returned to Spain. - To thofe who chofe to remain in the
ifland, Alonzo gave lands for their maintenance : and fent advice
to Caftille, to their Majelties, Ferdinando and Ifabella, of what he
had done, who were highly plealed with the news of the conguelt
of all the Canary Iflands, which had coft them fo much blood and
treafure, but were now, with the kingdom of Granada, annexed
to the crown of Caftille: fo that the Italians, French, and
other Europeans could no longer upbraid the Spaniards with going
into foreign climes in {earch of countries to conquer, while they
could not cxpel the Moors from their own.

Kive Ferdinando appointed Alonzo de Lugo® Governor of
the iflands of Tenerife and Palma, with the title of Lieutenant-
govcmo_l'

* Ty is remarksble, that tht Marquis de St. Andrés, the defcendent from Alonzo

Jde Lugo in the dirett line, was, about two years ago, confined in che lnguilition
Y 3t
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governot of the Canary Iflands; and invefted him with power ta
diftribute lands amongft thofe who had affifted in the conquetft,
and others who might {ettle on the iftand : his Majefty like-
wife granted them, for their encouragement, many privileges and.
exemptions. The firlt Regidors of Tenerife were Chriftoval de
Balde Efpina, Pedro Mexia, Guillen Caftellano, Lopez Fernandez,
Pedro Benitez, and Geronimo de Valdez. From thofe fix are def~
cended the major part of the gentry of the ifland of Tenerife.

Aronzo pE Luco appointed Heenando de Truxillo his Lieute-
nant or Deputy-governor ; and Francifeo de Gorvaran Alcalde
Major : the Jurados were Francifco de Alvornas, and fuan de Va-
dajos ; and the place of Clerk of the Cavildo was given to Alonzo
de I3 Fuente.

C H A P VIL

Cruclties of Donna Beatriz BobadiHla.  She marries dlonzo de lergo.
Her Death.  Alonzo de Lugo divefled of the Government of Hier-
ro and Gomera, and banifbed thafé Iflands.

T has already been obfurved in the courfe of this hiftory, that
Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, after the eftape of her priloner, the
poet Hernando de Vera, returned back with thame to her ifland of
Gomera, It feems, before fhe went on that unfuccefsful expedition
the had left her fon in charge of Alonzo de Lugo, and had entered
into a contract of marriage with him, which was to be confum-
mated on her return from Caftille.  Accordingly, after the con-
queft of Tenerife, he catne to Gamera, where they were married.
From thence they went ta refide in Tenerife : but before that time,

ae (yran Canaria, although his anceftor was the very perfon who brought the natives
of ‘Tencrifc w0 embrace the Romith faith,

6 and
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and while Alonzo de Lugo was in Gomera, one of the principal ins
habitants there, named Nunes de Caftaneda, being too open in his
cenfures of Donna Beatriz Bobadilla's condud, had dropt fome cx=
prefiions tending to impeach her continency during her ftate of
widowhood. When this came to her ears, fhe fent for him pri-,
vately one night, and bringing him to confels what he had faid,
diretly caufed him to be hanged on a beam in her own houle; and
nextmorning ordered the dead body to be cut down, and afterwards
hanged on a palm-tree in the fquare before his own gate.  Upon
which his wife went immediately to Spain, to lay her complaints
before their Majefties of this cruel adtion,  After Alonzo de Lugo
andhiswife went todwellat Tenerife, Donna Beatrizreceived letters
from fome of her vaffals in Gomera, accufing Hernand Munes,
whom fhe had left to govern the ifland, of adefign of rebetling againft
her, and delivering the ifland to Sancho Heerera, her firft hutband’s
brother, and Lord of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, with whom
the had fome difputes concerning the inheritance of the iflands of
Gomera and Hierro.  On the receipt of thefe letters the embarked
privately, with thirty men, and landed in Gomera; with thefe the
entered the tower, and fent for Hernand Munos. When he came,
fhe commanded her people to feize his fword, and chaiged him
with treafon; which accufation confounded him greatly: butbeing
confcious of his innocence, and under no obligations t¢ her, he
ftrenuoufly denied the charge, afferting that he was no traitor. En-
raged by her {ufpicions and the firmnefs of his anfwer, fhe ordered
her men to hang him in the {quare of the tower, without making
any farther enquiry into the matter; and then retutned to Tenerife,
leaving orders for his interment near the grave of her firft hutband,
The widow of the deceafed Munos went immediately to Spain, to
make complaint againft Donna Beatriz Bobadilla, for the murder of
her hutband and the many abufes and a&s of injuftice fhe had com-
mitted in the ifland : in confequence of which fhe was ordered to

‘ ' Y 2 o repair-
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repair to court, to anfwer to the complaints and charges brought
againft her.  She, confiding in her intereft there, and defiring
to fee her native country, willingly obeyed the fummons, although
Lier hufband, Alonzo de Lugo, ufed all his endeavours te diffuade.
her from going to Spain.

Wauzn fhe arrived there, fhe was received with much (hew
of efteem and friendthip by the Queen Tiabella, who was then
at Medina del Campo: however, foon after Donna Beatriz was one
“morning found dead in herbed ; but to what canfe the {nddennefs
of her death was owing, no one pretended to know, The Queen
eanfed her to be interred with great pomp. She left a fon with
Alonzo de Lugo, named Guillen Peraza, whom fhe had by her firft
hufband, Hernand Perazz: he was heir to the iflands Hierro
and Gomera, and (tiled Conde de la Gomera, being the frft perfon
who had the title of Countin the Canary Iflands. When this youtk
attained the age of fourteenyears, he applied to his father-in-law to
put him in pofleflion of the government of his two illands; but was.
put off from tirne to time with frivolous excufes and pretences that
hewastooyoung togovernthem. Beingatlength tired'with repeated
applications to no purpofe, he became very unealy, made com-
plaint privately to fome of his intimates, one of whom was Alonzo-
del Campo, aman of greut refolution, who, correfponding with
forne others, fecretly prepared a bark,. and then went with Guillen
Peraza to Alonzo de Lugo, and in a formal manner demanded the
furrender of the government of the two iflands into the hands of
iuillen Peraza, to whom of right it belonged.  Alonzo de Lugo
anfivered, that he would, in a proper time, quit the adminiftration.
of them in his favour, but could not think of deing it till fuch time
as Guillen Peraza might be better qualified, by age and experience,,
1o nnage {uch important bufinefs as the government of his eftates..
TFhis anfiver being no way fatisfaltory to Guillen or the con-
{pizators,,
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fpirators, after confiderable altercation, Alonzo del Campa rofe up
and told him, that they had prepared a bark to carry him ocut of
the ifland, into which he muft immediatly go without refiftance;
otherwife it thonld coft him his life.  The Governor knowing he
had-no force at hand to oppofe the confpirators, who were nu-
merous and refolute, and that the Spaniards and Gomerans bore
him an inveterate hatred, on account of his countenancing his wife
Dionna Beatriz Bobadilla in the cruelty and injuflice the exer-
cifed in Gomera; on thefe confiderations he acquiefced, and em-
barked without making any refiltance. As foon as he was on board,
“the bark failed for Tenerifc. Thus Alonzo de Lugo loft the go-
vernment of the iflands of Hierro and Gomera, which were after-
wards ruled by Guillen-Peraza, their lawful mafler, to the general

fatisfaction of all the inhabitants.

AN
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ENOQUTIRY

CONCERNING THE

ORIGIN of the NATIVES

GF T HE

CANARY ISLANDS.

LINY fays, « There are no inhabitants in the Fortunate

¢ Iflands.” And in another place he fays, ¢ In Canaria

“« are yeftiges of buildings, which teftify that it was for~
 merly iphabired.”

Prutarcid's Fortunate Iflands were alfo peopled, according to
his account of them ; for be fays in one place, “ The foil 1s fo
+¢ gbundantly fruitful, that it produces fpontanecufly plants and
« fryits, for ufe and delicacy, {ufficient to anfwer the wants and
¢ delight the palates of 'the inhabitants.” Deferibing the tem-
perature of the climate, he fays, « It is firmly believed even by
« the barbarous natives themfelves, that this is the feat of the
¢ Biefled.”

Ir thefe iflands were formerly inhabited, what became of the
natives afterwards } for Madeira and Porto Santo, when difcovered
by the Portugueze, were utterly deftitute of inhabitants. It muft
have been owing to fome uncornmen event, that ali thele people
abandoned their native country, without fo much as leaving a fingle
family behind. But if they perifhed in the iflands, it is ftill more

extraordinary ;
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extraordinary ; for we never heard of the whole inhabitants of any
country being deftroyed without exception, by war, famine, pefti-
lence, or any other calﬂmity. If I may be allowed to guefs at
the caufe of this depopulation, we muft obferve that almoft two
thirds of each of the Canary Iflands are now covered with calcined
rocks, pumice-ftones, and black duft or athes, which have for-
merly been thrown out from voleanes, the remains of which are
till to be fzen in every one of thole illands.

I do not think jtimprobable, that many of the patives might have
been deftroyed by thofe viclent eruptions; 4nd that the remainder
being terrified, abandoned their country, and went in queft of
new habitations: but where they went, is a queftion not eafily
folved; theugh fome writers affert, that they palfed over to Ame-
rica = but this Is mere conjefture.

From two paffages in the Nubizn Geographer, it would Gemr
that there were inhabitants in the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or
Porto Santo, fome time after the conquelt of Spain by the Moors,
and before the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Lifbon, in
1147.  Of this the reader may judge for himfelf, as L fhall here
tranfcribe thode paffages.

ParTI. Of the Third Climate. ** In this féa is alfo the jfand
¢t of two brothers, magicians; the one of which is called Scidr-
¢« raham, and the ather Scizram.

« Tw1s port is oppofite: to Afafi*, and is at fo-[mall a-diltance
* from it, that, when the air on the {ea is clear and free from

* ‘That this is Azaffi in. Barbary i beyond all'doubt, a5 may:be feen by what he
fays thereof in the defcription of the kingdom of Morocco! although Porto Santo is
not [0 near the continent as he reprefents it5 yet it is exaftly, as he fays, fronting
Alfi, or oppofits toit. .
clouds,
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clouds, you can difcern finoke an the continent.- There is alla
in this fea an iland of ftheep, which is large and covered with
a dark clond*; in which iftand are innumerable fheep, but
finall, and their fleth extremely bitter to the tafte, and un-~
fit for food: and this likewife appears from the relation of the
Almaghrurin {(Wanderers).”

Part L. Of the Fourth Climate. Oppofite to Lifbon {which
is fituated on the coalt of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of
the river is the caftle of Almaaden (of treafure), o called from
gold which is thrown out after a ftorm at fea. From Lifbon
went out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), whao attempted the
Darl Bea, to make difcoveries: and from them a path in the
town, not far from the lake, takes its name, which it will
retain to lateft ages.

¢« And this is their hiftory. Eight m'en; who were coufins,
having built a merchant-thip, and provided it with water and
neceffary provifions for feveral months, began their voyage as
foon 2s the eaft wind began to blow: and when they had (iled
almoft eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at laft to a
certain fea, whofe thick waters had a difagreeable fmell, where
there were many rocks and a dufky light: wherefore, being
afraid of certain thipwreck, they altered their courfe, and fil-
ing twelve days to the fouth, they landed upo'n an Wland of
fheep, or cattle, where innumerable flocks flrayed without a
thepherd or guide. Fere they found a fountain of running
water, which was over-thadowed by a wild fig-tree.  And

* This anfwers exactly to the gloom er eloud that furraunded Mudeira, when &if.

covcred by the Portuguese, and which made them afiaid te venture nearit,  The
iflancts “Lencrife, Palmp, and Madeira appear at o diffunce (when the trade-wind
Mlows fike thick dk elouds,  Madzira was ful] of woods when difcovered, which
o doubt attracled the vapours, aod made it appcar more gloomy,

2 “ having
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having caught fome fheep, orcattle, they killed them; but
perceiving their flefh fo bitter that it could not be eaten, they
only took their fkins. After this, failing alfo twelve days at
the {outh, they deferied at a diftance a certain ifland, and fees
ing habirations and cultivated lands, they failed near to it, to
make farther difcoverics, But not Jong after, they were fur«
rounded with boats, taken prifoners, and conduéted, together
with their fhip, to a certain town fituated on the fea~coafts
where when they arrived they (aw reddith men, with thin
and long hair, and tall in ftatare 5 the women were alfo fur-
prizingly beautiful. They were kept there for three days, in 2
certain houfe; but on the fourth day a man came to them, and
afked them, in Arabic, concerning their condition, for what
they came, and to whom they belonged? When they had
told him all their flory, he promifed happy things to them,
and at the fame time told them he was the King's interpreter.
Wherefore, the next day, being brought to the King, and inter-
rogated by him about the fame things which the interpreter
had afked, they told the King the fame flory which they had
told the interpreter the day before 5 that they had ventured to
fea to difcover whatever was remarkable or wonderful ip
it, and to penetrate to its utmoft bounds. The King hearing
thefe things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter, Tell thefe
men, that my father commanded fome of his fﬁbje&s to fail
this feu; and they failed by its breadth a whole month, o that
the light failed them altogether, and fo their voyage was vpin
and ufelels, Moreover, the King commanded the in_terp_rctcg
to promife good things in his name to thefe people, and tQ
bid them them pur their confidence in him.  They were then
conduéted back to the place of their confinemgnt, and detained
there till the weft wind began to blow. Then being put in~
to 2 boat, with their cycs bound, they were fent to fea; where,

Z 4 according
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« according to their relation, they remained three days and
+ nights: at length they arrived at the continent, where they
« were put on fhore, with their hands tied behind theis backs,
¢ and thus left to thift for themfelves, In this condition they lay
<« ill ‘day-break, during which time they fuffered the greateft
« uneafinefs from being bound fo tight.  But at length hearing
« 3 noife of human voices, they altogether called aloud for help;
« when fome people approaching, and fecing them in this mifer~
¢ able condition, enquired of them the caufe: thefe people (who
¢ were barbarians) afked them if they knew how far they
“ were from their own country ! To which they replied, they
«« conld not tell. Upon this they were told that it was two
* months travel. The commander of thefe unfortunate men
¢ hearing this, burft out into this exclamation, Va Asfi! i e.
< Alas! what we fuffer! and the place has ever fince been called
+ Asfi. It is a harbour in the weftermoft past of the coaft, of
< which we have already made mention.”

-

-

As the Nubian Geographerhad not the above-mentioned account
from the adventurcrs themfelves, we may reafonably conclude that
we have not the relation of the voyage exactly as it was performed :
but if there is any truth in it ac all, the iltand where the voyagers.

"were blind-falded, and fron: thence f{ent to Azafli, can be no other
than one of the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Porto 8anto,, all which:
lie within three days fail of Azaffi.

Or all thofe iflands, Fuertaventura bids faireft for the ifland of*
the two brothers, magicians, becaufe in clear weather it may be:
perceived from che continent of that part of Africa fituated to the:
fouth-welt of Azafii.

v

Now as Azafhi was at that time the remoteft fea- port town to the:

fouth-welt,, it is probable that the natives of the continent oppo-
Gte:
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fite to Fuertaventura, coming to Azafli to trade, might inform the
inhabitants of that town, that from their coaft they always, in
clear weather, obferved an ifland.  This will account for our au-
thor's faying, ¢ This port lopks towards Azafh, and is at {o {mall
e 5 diftance from it, ¢hat, when the air on the fez is clear and
s¢ free from clogds, you can difcern {moke on the continent.”

T thall now proceed to give fome account of the original of
thofe people deferibed in the foregoing Hiftory of the Difcovery
and Congqueft of the Canary Iflands. The author of that Hiftory
has weritten no lefs than three folio pages to confute an opinion,
held by fome, that the natives of the Canaries were the defcen-
dants of the ten tribes of Iirael that wers carried into captmry by
the Aflyrians.

His own opinion 15, that they came from Mauritania ; and
this he founds on the refemblance of names of places in Africa
and in the iflands; for fays he, ¢ Telde, which is the name of
«¢ the oldeft habitation in Canarig, Orotava, and Tegelte, are all
« names which we find given to places in Mauritdnia and in
« Mount Atlas. It is to be {uppofed that Canaria, Fuertaventn-
t¢ ra, and Lancerota were peopled by the Alarbes, who are the
+ nation moft efteemed in Baybary; for the nagives of thofe iflands
« named milk Aho, and barley Temafen, which are the names
¢ that are given to thofe things in the language of the Alarbes of
« Barbary.” He adds, that

« Amonc the hooks of a library that was in the cathedral of

« St.-Anna, in Canaria, there was one, {0 much disfigured and
¢ torn that it wanted hotl the beginning and the end; it treated of
« the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was 2
* Roman province, the patives of Mauritania rebelted, and killed
Zz ' their
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v their Prefidents and Governors ; upon which the fenate, refol
*¢ ing to punith and make a fevere example of the rebels, fent a
<« powerful army inte Mauritania, which vanquifhed and reduced
< them again to obedience: foon after, the ringleaders of the
s« rehellion were put to death ; and the tong'ucs of the common
« fort, and of their wives and children, were cut ent, and thes
« they were all put on.board veflels, with fome grain and cattle,,
¢ and tranfported to the Canary Iflands *.”

Wuerurr the Canarians were exiles from Africa, or not, ¥
fhall not pretend: to determrive ; but am perfuaded they came
originally from thence. This may eafily be proved from the fimi-
litude of cuftoms and language in South Barbary, to thofe of the
natives of all the Canary lilands, excepting Tenerife -

Fox inftance, the Libyans ¥, before they gave their daughters
in marriage, kept them apart fome time, and fed them with milk
till they became very fat. When any of them: were wounded,
they poured het butter into the wound.  And their principal difh,
called Couicouflou, was much the fame with the Goflio. of the Ca-
nariana.

Bur the greateft proof Hes in the fimilitude between the
Canarian and Libyan languages, as may be obferved in the fol-
Jowing ecolleGtion of words gathered out of the Hiltory of
the Difcovery and Conqueft. My author is mfltaken when

* One Themay Micols, who lived feven years in the Canary Mands, and wrote-
a hiftory of them, fays, shat the beft account he could get of the origin of the na-
tives, was that thay were exiles from Aftica, banifhed thence by the Romans, who
cut ot their tongues for blafpheming their Gods,

+ Thelanguage in Tenerife, at the time of the conquelt, had no affinity to thofe:
Ipoken in the reflt of the iflands: by the annexed fpecimen it {feems to have forme re-
fernblance of the Peruvian or fome other of the American tonguces,

1 See the Deferipyion of Alrics,

%3
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he fays, the languages of the iflands refembled the language
{poken by the Alarbes or Arabs of Barbary; for the two words
lie mentions are not Arabic, but Shiliha, the language now
fpoken in the mountains in the kingdoms of Morocco, Suz,
and other parts of South Barbary. Although the number of
the words in the fpecimen of the langnages of the iflands, ex-
clufive. of that of Tenerife, amount to more than eighty, yet
there are not above twenty of them which I can rightly deduce
from the Shillha : which may caufe an objetion to what I affert
concerning the ariginal of the Canarians; but it muft be confi-
dered, that fome of the dialets of the Libyan tongue are as much
different from one another, as the Canarian is from the Shillhz ;
yet they are all branches of one original language, as T fhall thew
hereafter, in the defeription of Africa. .

I isevident that the Libyans did not come to the Canary Iflands
till after Pliny bad wrote his Natural Hiftory; for he teils us that
thofe iflands were then upinhabited ; and it is as clear it muft have
been before the conqueft of Barbary by the Arabs, otherwile we
{hould have found fome of the ceremonics of the Mahomedan re-
Ligion * among the Canaritns. ‘

IT is even not improbable that the Lil';yans who firft fettled in
the iflands, fled thither to avoid falling into the hands of the vic-
torious Arabs.,

Tuc natives of the Canary Iflands, at the time of the congueft,
knew not the ufe of boats, confequently the inhabitants of ore
ifland could not have any intercourfe with thofe of another; yet,
fays my author, the languages of all of them, except that of Te-
nerife, though very differsnt, had fome affinity to cach-other. -

L AR the Libyans profefs Mahomedanifpl.
i A Col~
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A Collection of all the Words extant in the Languages of the an«
cient Inhabitants of the Canary Iflands, gathered from the Hiftory
of the Difrovery and Conguefl, together aith the Words of the
fame meaning in the Shiltha or Libyan Tougue that refemble t hom.

Lancerota and Fuertaventura Shillba, a Dialeét of
Dialedt. the Libyan tongue.

Aho Milk Agcho.

Temafen  Barley Tomazeen.

Tezzeles  Sticks, which the natives ufed Tezezreat, a tree,

25 weapons.

Ma!'xay } Valiant or Honourable Men,

Altihay

Efeguen  Houfes of Devotion. Fquir, a prieft. See

Tamarco A Garment, the wards af the

Guapil A Cap. Canarians.

Maho A Shoe.
Goflio Barley-meal toafted.
Taffiaque  Stones fharpened, ufed inftead of

knives.
Guanil Wild Goats,
Harhuy  Skins or Leather,

Gomeran Dialett,
Gomera  The name of the Ifland, Gumeri, a tribe of
Africans.
Taginafte A certain tree. Taginaft,aPalm-tree.
Tahuyan  Petticoats of goats fkins, Tahuyat, aBlanket or
Cioth.

2 Hierronion
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Hierrenian Dialeéf.

Efero

Garfe
Aguamanes

Ahemon
Achemen
Aculan
Aran
Verdones

Tomafaques,

Guatatiboa

Fubague
Eraoranzan
Moneyba
Aranjairo

The name of the Ifland, which
fignified Strong. See the
wotds of the Palmefe,

The famous Tree which yield-
ed Water.

Reotsof Fern, roafted, beaten,
and foaked in butter.

Water,

Milk.

Butter,

Roots of Fern.

} Long Poles.

A gathering together of the
People to a Feaft.

A fat Sheep.

Their Male Deity.

Their Female Deity.

A Mediator.

Canarian Diald.

Acoran
Tibicenas

Guanarteme
Faycag

Almogaren

Magados
Amodagas

God.

Apparitions in form of afhock
Dog. .

A King.

A Prieft or Lawyer, next in
dignity to the King.

Houfes of Devotion, or Tems-
ples.

Poles or Sticks, ufed as weapons.

Ditto, tharp-pointed and har-~
dened by fice.

Shillba.

Amon. Inthe Aza~
nagadialet, Em-~
ma.

Mkoorn. In the
Showiyah diale&,
Amoukran,Great,
orMaftet,orLord..

Faqair.

Talmbga’ren.

Sabor,
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Canarian Dialeét. Shilthe.

Sabor The Privy Council,

Gayres The Members of the Privy Mgar, a Ruler, or
Council Man of Note.

Gama Encugh.

Magadas A kind of Nuons, or religious
Women.

Tamoganteen Houfes. Tigameen.

Aridaman Goats,
Taharan. Sheep
Taguacen , Hogs.
Tamazanona}Fle(h fried in Butter.

Afamoctan * ) Barley.

Archormafe Green Figs. Tarkarmuft, alfo
Tehaunenen Dried Figs. Eckorzan.

Aho Milk. _ Agho, or Agcho,
Carianas Seroons or Batkets, made of Carian.

Ruthes or Palms.
Adargoma  Shoulders of 2 Rock.
Ataycate Great or Stout Heart, Tarkift, the Heart,
Arabifenen A Savage.
Doramas Noftrils.
Atittifma ~ The name by which they in-  Ater,High orLofty,
voked Ged, Atirrifma may

men the Lofty
One, or Moft High, The ancients inform us that Atlas

‘was called by the natives Ater, Dyr, and Adyram.

% Tam apt to Imagine my author has tranfpoled thefe words through negligence;
and that the firft Ggnifiés Barley, as it did in Lancerota and Fuertaventura,

4+ Now, the Libyans call 2 Mountain, Athrair and Adrair,

Pal nefe
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Polnefe Dialelt.

Benchoare

Tagragigo

Tebercorade

Tocande

The name of the Ifland.

Hot Water, or a Well of Me-
dicinal Water,

Good Water.

Calcined Stones, fuch as are
thrown out by volcanos.

Tigo,or Tigot Heaven.

Tigotan
Mayantigo

Aganeye

Afuquahe
Thener
Tedote
Aguyan
Adevhamen

Acer

Teguibite
1fe
Atiniviva
Adago

The Heavens.

A Man’s name, meaning Hea-
venly, Refembling Heaven,
or that he was Amiable as
Part of Heaven.

A Map’s name, who had loft
his arm ; the word fignify-
ing, an Arm cut off.

Black or Duofkey.

A Mountatn.

A Hill,

A Dog.

Under the Water: fo they
termed adiftrict overlooked
by eminences in which
were the water-{prings.

A ftrong Hold, or inacceflible
Place. In the Hierronian
dialet it had the fame fig-
nification.

Sheep or Goats Fleth.

White.

Hogs.

Goats Milk.

Shiltha. .

Beni-Howare, A
tribe of Africans
on Atlas,

Tigot.
Tigotan.

Athrair, in the Sho-
wiyah dialect,

Douwaman,

Ruelcs
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Pabnefe Dialeft, ’ Shiflta.
Rauelco Roots of Malvas,

Abora Ged.
Guirres Ravens or Crows.
Irvene Apparitions. Perhaps from  Rben, Gods.
Vacaguare I want to die, .
Mocas Goads, fharp-pointed andhar~

dened by fire,
Y igunida y
iguan Idafe
Guegerte y

guan taro

% It will fall | Idafe wil_i fallt Y want y dir Idafe,

} Givetoit, and it will notfall.  Ifkalt, Oreyder.

Tue above fpecimen of the feveral languages of the Canorian
Ifands is written according to the Spanifh orthography ; and it
muft be obferved that Gua, Gue, muft in Eoglifh be pronounced
Wa, We; Ch, as in the ward Cherry, &c. the Spanith | is
founded gutturally,  Our Spanifh author has given the termina-~
tions of his Janguage to the above Cavarian words; for a Spaniard
cannot pronounce a word without terminating it with a vowel,
except thofe words which end in d, n, v, 5, 2, 1, X, y. The Ca-
narian plurals, as well as the Libyan, end in n, but our author
has changed them; for inflance, for Carlan, Bafkets, he has given
us Carianas, becaufc the Spanith plurals never terminate in n,

As our author had thefe Canarian words from the defcendants
of the natives, who in his time fpoke nothing but Spanith, and
had no knowledge of the language of their anceftors but by tra-
ditton; therefore we may fuppole that thofe words are greatly
altered : yet if we cut off the Spanith terminatiens, and change
Gua and Gue into Wa, We, we thall find the affinity of the Ca-
narian tongue to the Libyan, as near as we could well exped,

4 even



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 179

even fuppofing the Libyans and Canarians to have been originally
the fame people, For inftance ; according to the Englith pro-
nunciation, Y iguida y iguan (1. e. it will fall), muftt be pro-
nounced thus, Y iwid y iwan: and fuppofing that the words are
tranfpofed from their original or real difpofition, and that they
were placed thus, Y iwan y iwid, we jhould find in them a great
likenefs to the Libyan words of the fime meaning, viz. Y want
y dir.  However, of this the reader will judge for himfelf. I
have here given the Canarian vocabulary exadtly as it is in the
Spanifh manufcript,

Tenerifean Dialeil. ‘
Achineche The name of the illand.

Vincheni . The Natives,

Guihon Ships.

Arguihon * Behold Ships, or Ships appear,
Quebechi The Royal Dignity.

Ahicot A Cloak or Garment,

Anepa * A Scepter or Spear.

Achguarergenan

Achoran Suftainer of Heaven and Earth.
Achaman }

Achuhuiaban '
Achucana The Great, Sublime, and Sutainer of all,
Aguayarerar

Guarirari God, or He who holds the World,
Atguaychafonatuman He who holds the Heaven,

Achicuca A Son, '

Zucafa A Daughter,

Tavonas Knives made of (harp ftones,

Menfey T A King.

Achemenfey Nobles or Gentlemen,

Aaz : Chilhi-
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© Cilbifiquico
Achicarnay
Quebehiera
Ahorer
Taro
Cancha

Ara

Ana
Venelmer
Hacichet
Aliof

Oche

Yoja
Chacerquen
Trigucn §
Coran
Chatatoe
Anman

Tugaror

HISTORY, &

Efquires or Yeomen.

Peafants or Servants.

Your Highne(s ; for o they ftiled the King,
Barley-meal, roafted.

Barley.

Littfe Dogs.

A Goat.

A Sheep.

The month of Auguft,

Peas, Beans, or Tares. _

Milk.

Butter.

Mocanes, or Elder-berrics.

Honey, or Melafies made of mocanes,
Wheat.

A Man.

A Woman.

Fecaven.

"The Place of Judgment or Juftice,

Tue firft word marked * in the Tenerifean diale@ refembles
the name of a port on the coaft of Africa, called Arguin, formerly
much frequented by (hipping. The fecond +, Tahayck, which
in Shillha fignifies a Garment. The third #, Menfa, which in the
language of the Bambara, or Mandingo Blacks, fignifies a King.
The fourth §, Trigo, which in Spani(h fignifics Wheat.
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DESCRIPTION

CANARY ISLANDS.

€ H A P 1
A Defeription of Lancercta and the adjacent wninbabited Iflands,

HIS ifland is very high, and may be difcerned at a great
diftance.  On approaching it feems very black, rocky,
and barren. It is about fifteen miles long and ten broad.

The latitade of the centre of the ifland is twenty-nine degrees
eight minutes north.

Tue principal port is on the fouth-eaft fide, and is called Porto
de Naos, where any veflel, not drawing above eighteen feet, may
cater at high-water and fpring tides, and lay fecwre from alf
winds and weather; although in filing along the coaft, the
fhipping appear as if at anchor in an open road, the harbour be-
ing formed by a ridge of rocks, which cannot be perceived at any
diftance, moft of them lying under water: thefe break off the
fwell of the fea, fo that the infide is as finooth as a mill-pond. -
As there is no other convenient place in this, or any of the reft
of the Canary Iands, for cleaning or repairing large veffels, it is
much frequented for that purpefe by the thipping which trade'to
thefe iflands. At .the weft end of the harbour flands a fquare
caftle, built of ftone, and mounted with {ome cannon, but of ne
very great ftrength, for fhips of war may approach within mufquet-

fhot of it. :
AT
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A this port there is no town or village, but there are {fome
magazines, where corn is depofited in order to be ready for ex-
postation.

Ox the weft file of the caftle 35 another port, called Porto Ca-
vallos, and by fome Ei Recife. This is alfo an excellent hag-
bour, formed, like Porto de Naos, by a ridge of rocks ; but the
entrance to it is fhallow, there being no tmore than twelve feet
water at (pring-tides.  Upen a finali ifland, or large rock, be-
tween the two harbours, ftands the aforefaid caftle, which de-
fends them both, This rock is joined to the land by a bridge,
under which boats go from Porto de Naos to Porto Cavallos.

* AT the north end of Lancerota is a large fpacicus harbour,
eatled Tl Rio, which is a ftreight or channel, dividing the ifland
of Lancerota from the uninhabited ifland of Graciofa, A fhip
of any burthen may enter this harbour at one end, and go out at
the other: if he keeps in the mid-way between the two iflands,
fhe will always have ix or feven fathoins water.

But if a fhip wants a {fincoth place to lie in while the trade-
wind blows, the muft, in coming into this harbouy from the eaft-
ward, run a good way in, and doubke 2 fhallew point which lies
on the right hand, taking care to give it a good birth, which may
calily be done by coming no nearer it than four fathoms; when
paft it, the may edge near to Graciofz, and anchor in any conve-
nient depth of water; for it thoals gradually towards the fhore,
clofe to which there are two fathoms,

Tuts is a convenient place in the fommer-{eafon for careening
large fhips: for a man of war of any nation that may happen to
be at war with Spain, may come in here and unload all her ftores,

&e,
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&ec. on the ifland of Graciofs, and heel and ferub.  Or if two
chance to come in together, the one may heave down by the
other; in doing which they necd not fear any oppofition from the
inhabitants, for there is neither caftle or habitation near this port.

Byt the waterhereisnot fofmoothasin Portode Naos, efpecially
if the trade-wind happens to blow hard from the caft, which
fends in a {well that makes it very troublcfome, if not impofiible
to careen 2 fhip properly. But the wind does not often blow from
that quarter in this part of the world. That which prevails mofl
is the north or morth-north-calt trade-wind. In mooring here,
great care muft be taken to have a good anchor and large fcope of
cable towards Lancerota; for in eaft or fonth-ealt winds, heavy
gufts or fgualls come from the high land of that ifland. In the
winter the wind here fometimes thifts to the fouth-weft, when it
is neceffary “to weigh and run back to the eaftward round the
aforefaid fhallow point, until the thip be land-locked from that
wind, and there anchor.

Trat part of Lancerota facing the harbour of El Rio is an
exceeding high and fteep cliff, from the bottom of which to the
harbour or fea-fhore, 1s about two mufquet-fhot diftance, The
groand in this fpace is low, and here is a falina or falt-work, be-
ing a {quare piece of land, levelled, and divided by thallow
trenches about two inches deep; into thefe they let the fea-water,
which, by the heat of the fun and the nature of the foil, foon
turns into falt.

Frowm the fhore of this harbour there is no other way of
accels into Lancerota than by climbing a narrow, fleep, and intri-
cate path-way that leads to the top of the high cliff before-men-
sioned. It is fearce poffible for a firanger to afcend it without a

B b Iguide H
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guide fc;r. if he fhould chance to wander from the path, he
could not eafily find it again, and would be in imminent danger
of breaking his neck.

Turre are no other ports in Lancerota befides thofe aiready
mentioned. All the fouth fide of the illand may be reckoned one
continued harbour when the trade-wind blows, for then the fea
there is {mooth, and a boat may land at many places without any
danger from the furf.

ArmouT two leagues inland from Porto de Naos, towards the
north-wett, is the town of Cayas, or Rubicon, the chief habita-
tion in the ifland, and which was formerly a Bithop's fee. It
containg about two hundred houfes, a church, and a convent of
Friars: it has an old caftle, mounted with fome guns for its de-
fence, Moft of the dwelling-houfes here have but a mean appear-
ance.

Apourt two leagues inland, and to the fouthward from the
top of the nparrow path-way of the cliff at Ll Rio, ftands the
town of Haria, the next in fize to Cayas, I imagine it may con-
tain about three hundred inhabitants. All the buildings here,
except the church and three or four private boufes, are very
mean and poer.  When I was there, it was the refidence of the
Governor, but the Alcalde Major and the officers of the Inquifi-
tion lived at Rubicon.

TuEe iland Graciofa Jies on the north fide of the channel El
Rio, and is an uninhabitcﬁd and barren ifland, which is deftitate
of water. It is about three miles in length, and two in breadth.
In the winter-feafon the natives of Lancerota fend goats and {heep
there to graze; but in the fummer, when there is no rajin, and the

grals
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grafs Is dry and withered, they are obliged to bring them back to
Lancerota.

Four or five miles north of Graciofa lies Alegranza, a high
and rocky ifland, barren and deftitute of water, confequently
uninhabited. Tt is not fo large as Graciofa. On viewing it
from the top of a mountain in Graciofz, it appeared to me that a
thip might ride at anchor in finooth water to Jeeward of it, where
the fea feems to be coloured whlite, asif there was thoal-water and
a fandy bottom. The natives of Lancerota go at certain times to
Alegranza, to gather orchilla~weed.

Arour cight miles to the eaftward of Alegranza and Graciofa
is a large high rock in the fes, called Rocadel Efte, i. ¢, the Eaft
Rock. On the well fide of thofe ifllapds is another of the fame
fize, Roca del Oufte, 1. e. the Welt Rack. South-weft, about
three leagues from Graciofa, lies a rocky uninhabited ifland, named
Santa Clara. Many fhips are wrecked upon thefe uninhabited
iflands in the night-time, being mifled by errors in their reckon-
ing, and alfo by thole iflands being improperly laid down in our
charts, which generally place them thirty miles further {outh
than they ought to be,

I remember, that, a few years ago an Englith thip ran, in the
night, upon Alegranza, and was foon after beat to pieces, The
crew with fome difficulty got fafe athore upon the ifland, where
they made feveral fighals to acquaint the natives of Lancerota with
their diftrefs and bring them to their relicf, but in vain,

Mean time they had the good fortune to find fome rain-water
in the holes of the rockss this, with what provifions they had
faved from the wreck, enabled them to fubfift for fome days; bue

Bbz feeing
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fecing famine flaring them in the face, and obferving that the wind
biew almoft continually from Alegranza toward Graciofa, they
made a raft of fpars, which they had faved from the wreck, and
fecured it well together with ropes ; upon this raft the mafter of
the veffel embarking, having a maft and fail, and an oar to ferve
inftead of a rudder, boldly put to fea, and foon after fafely landed
in Graciofa, where, as it was then winter-feafon, he found fome
thepherds and fithermen, 1o whom he related his adventure and
the diftrefs of his crew : upon which the fthermen immediately.
went off in a boat to their relief, and brought them all fafe ta
Lancerota,

C M A P IL
Dyfeription of the Ifland of Fuertaveniura.

HE north end of this ifland. lies fouth-2nd-by-welt from
the fouth-weft point of Lancerota, about feven miles
diftance.

In the channel between them, but neareff to Fuertaventura,
Yes the little ifland of Lobos (i. e. Seals), which is about 2 lcague
1 circumference, uninhabited and deftitute of water.

NEeAR it there is 2 good road for (hipping : the mark to find
it, is to bring the caft point of Lobos to bear north-caft~by-north
or north-eaft, and anchor half way between it and Fuertaventura,
or rather nearer to Fuertaventura, Although this road feems to
be open and expofed, yet it is very fafe with the trade-wind, for
the water is fmooth, and the ground every where clcan,' being a
fine fandy bottom. Right athore from the road, on the fhore of
Firertaventura, is a well of good water, ealy to come at.

Fuzrta-
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FUERTAVENTURA is about eighty miles in Jength, and in ge-
neral Afteen in breadth; in the middle it is narrow and low, for
it is there almoft cut in two by the fea. 'That part of the ifland
which is on the fouth. fide of the ifthmus is mountainous, fandy,
barren, and almoit entirely uninhabited. The northern patt is
alio. mountainous, yet the inland part is fertile and well inhabited

Iw failing along this ifland, there are no houfes to be difcerned
on the fea-coalt, except at two or three places, where barks go
to load corn.

AnouT fixteen miles to the fouthward of the road,. near Lo-
bos, is a bay, in which there is a road where barks lie and lade:
corn; it is called Porto de Cabras: a ftranger cannot find it
without a pilot, for the ground. all round it.is rocky and foul.
On the fhore, near the road, is a patch of yellow fand, which ap~
pears off at fea like a few acres of ripe corn, or field of wheat
juft reaped : this is the beft mark. I know for finding Porto de
Cabras..

Two leagues further along the fhore, to the fouthward, is the:
port of Cala de Fultes, where corn is alfo fhipped off. This har-
boor is only fit for finall barks : here they lie fecure from ail
winds, except the fouth-eaft, which rarely blows in that part of
the world. When that happens, they immediately unload, and
hawl up their barks on the beach at high-water, and then fill
them with. ftones; fo that notwithitanding the fwell which tha.
wind fends in,. they remain immoveable and unhurt.  There is-
a good road before the harbour, where fhips may ride, which is-
defcribed in the map of the iflands..

Trts port may be known by a round black tower, and fome
houfes near it. This tower is built of great ftoncs with lime,
aftor
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after the fame form as the caftle of Rubicon in Lancerota, and,
Jike it, has the door about twelve feet higher than the ground,
{o that to enter one muit place a ladder againft the wall, and fo
climb up, The top of the tower is fat, with battlements round
ir, on which are mounted two or three cannon for the defence of
the port and fhipping from corfairs. A Serjeant of the militia,
with his family, refides in a houfe clofe by, whoie aftice ic is to
cake an account of what corn is fhipped off from the port. He
is uHo Governor of the furt and harbour, and gives ap account to
the Governor of the ifland and the Alcalde Major, of all fhips
that arrive in the road or haven. In cafe of an enemy’s thip ap-
peating, heis o alavm the illand, and retire with his family and
the crews of the barks, into the tower, and draw in the ladder
after him, and fhut the door: in which cafe I imagine it wonld
be no tafy mattey to get at then,

Four leagues to the fouthward of Cala de Fuftes is a high,
fleep, rocky point, called Punta de Negro; between thefe are
fome bays, where thips may anchor, and where freth water may
behad; buta franger cannat difvover the proper anchoring-ground
nor the watering-places, without a pilot. As I cannor pretend to
give dircftions fo exadly as that a ftranger inay not miftake them,
I think it better not to give any. On the other fide of Cape
Negro is a fpaciousbay, called Las Playas: the beft anchoring-place
in it, is on the north fide, within a large white fandy fpot on the
cliffs on the right hand going in« there it is clean fandy ground,
at a conventent diftance from the {hore, in fourteen fathoms
water, But becaule of the fudden gufts from the cliffs, and eddics
of wind that blow from many points of the compafs in this bay,
it will be neceffary to moor your veflel.

In the north corner of the bay there is a well, ealy of
accefs, being clofe to the fer, which, if T remember right,
flows



THE CANARY ISLANDS, 191

flows into it at high-water, The water of this well is fomewhat
brackith, and foon ftinks.

Tue weftward or leeward point of this bay is a high rocky
cliff, the top of which projeéts and hangs over the fea: juft
beyond it is a fandy bay, called Gran Tarrahala, where a thip
may apchor in fix or feven fathoms water.  On the there of this
hay is 2 wood of a fort of bufhes like wild pine, fome of which
are big enough for fuel for thipping ; an article of great value in

Lancerota and Fuertaventura.

From Tarrahala bay, weft-fouth-weft half (outh, feven leagues
diftant, is a point called Morro Gable: all the land between is
fandy, barren, and uninhabited.

From Morro Gable, wefl, twelve miles diftance, is the Point
of Handia. There are many anchoring-places in this trad, with
a trade-wind : the fea here is fmooth, and there is plenty of
good freflh water to be had. If you have not an experienced
pilot, you muft find out the beft ground for anchoring in by the
lead. The wells afhore cannot be found without a guide. But
the bay of Handia, lying to the ealtward of the point of that
name, is a {paciovs bay, with clean fandy ground, where the fea
is generally very finooth. About half 2 mile right off to fea from
the point, lies a funken rock, which may fometimes be feen at
low-water: the (ea commonly breaks upon it. Beyond Point
Handia, the thore turns to the northward, along by the other fide
of the ifland, unto the ifle of Lobos, All this fide of the ifland,

‘ except the middle, is much expofed to a northerly wind, which
throws a heavy fivelling fea on the many recfs of rocks that abound
there, on which it breaks with great violence; but the middle
part is a large bight, having a fandy fhore, at a convenient diftance

from
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from which there is good anchoring and clear fandy ground. On
the fhore there is a port and village, called Tofton, where barks
Jade corn : here 1s a tower, like that at Cala de Fufles. What
is here faid concerriing this fide of the ifland, I have from the re-
Jations of the Canary {eamen 5 I have never been there myfelf. I
{hall now proceed to deferibe the inland places.

NoT quite two leagues inland from the road of Lobos before-
mentioned, is a town called Oliva, fituated in the middle of & plain
abounding with corn-fields, Here is a church and {fome good
houfes, the number of them, if I remember right, may be about
filty. ‘'The next town to this, in the fame direction from Lobos,
is La Villa, the chief town in the ifland : this place is the centre of
that part of the ifland lying north of the ifthmus. Here is a church
and a convent of Francifcan Iriars; the number of houfes are
nearly an hundred,

A {hort league inland from Las Playas, is a town called Tu»
nehe; this alfo containg about an hundred houfes, but they are
very mean, in comparifon with thofe of La Villa and Oliva.

Brsipges thefe there are many fmall villages feattered up and
down in the northern and inland part of the ifland, in fuch a man~
ner that as foon as we lofe ight of one, we come in view of an-
other; but the fea-coaft, as I faid before, is rocky, barren, and
uninhabited. ‘The other half of the ifland, called Handia, is to-
tally defolate, only here and there one 'meets with a (hepherd's
gottage, for there are no villages or farms in that part of the ifland,

Brrweexr the fouth-weft end of Lancerota and the little ifland
of Lobos, there is a broad channel, through which thips fail, be-
jog deep in the middle, and loaling gradually towards Lancerota,

near
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near to which, are five fathoms water, but very near or clofé ta
Lobos the ground is'foul apd rocky. There is roem enough in this
paffage for fhips of any burden to ply to windward, and there is na
necellity for approaching teo near to Lobes,

Wren a fhip comes from the caftward with the trade-wind,
and is paffing through this channel, bound to the weltward, as foon
as {he brings a high hill on Lancerota to bear right to windward of
her, fhe will be becalmed, and foon after have the wind at fouth-
weft. When this happens, fhe muft make {hort tacks until fhe
gets into the trade again, or a conftant sortherly wind, the firt puff
of which will come to her at weft or weft-north-weft, which when
fhe receives fhe muft not ftand te the northward, otherwife (he will
immediately lofe it again, but muit fland towards Lobos, the nearar
fhe approaches to which the will have the wind more large ; and
before the is two-thirds: channel-over, fhe will have a fleady wind
at notth or north-north-eaft.

Tuere 15 a channel between. the north end of Fuertaventura
and Lobos, but not fo deepor broad asithe others yetto thole who
are acquainted with it, it is 2 goed paflage, for there is net lefs than
five fathoms water in the fair way.

‘Wuzn there is 2 great wefterly fwell hereabouts, the fea breaks
on the rocks at the north~weft end of Lobos, -with fuch violence,
that it is horrible to behold 5 and I may, without exaggeration, af-
firm that I have feen breakers there near fisty foct high: was
one of thefe to ftrike the ftrongeft thip, fhe would be {taved to
pieces in a moment. Whea I faw thofe mighty breakers, our
fhip had juft paffed through the channel between Fuertaventura
and Lobos : we had a fing britk trade-wind at north-north-att ;
and although we had no lefs than ten fathoms depth of water when

Ce we
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we came into the wetterly {well, yet we trembled for fear the
waves would have broken, and thought ourfelves happy when we
gotout of foundings. We heard the noife of thefe breakers, like
diftant thunder, after we were paft them fix or feven leagues.

C H A P, UL

Of the Climate, Weather, Soil, and Produce of the Iflands of Lan-
cerota and Fuertavenrura.

HE climate of thofe iffands is exceeding wholefome, which

~may he owing to the drines of the (il and the flrong
northetly winds that almolt continually blow upon them, fo that
the inhabitants in general live to a great age.

FroMm the middle or end of April, unto the beginning or middle
of Qétober, the wind blows vehemently, and almoft witheout inter-
miffion from the north and north-north-eaft : fometimes it veers a.
a litde to the eaftward. From the middle of O&ober to the end of
April it blows generally in the fame diretion, but now and then
intermits and gives place to other winds, The {cuth-weft wind
always brings rain, and therefore is 2 molt welcome gueft to thefe-
iflands. Other winds bring thowess, particularly the north-weft ;.
but thofe fhowers are partial, and of na duration, eonfequentlyare:
of little fervice to. the ground : but the rain that comes from the
fouth-weft often lafts two or three days., It falls very thick, in.
{mall dreps, and foaks into the earth, moiftening it thoroughly.
When thefe rains begin to fall, the matives fow their grain; and
about fourteen or twenty days after the latteprains, viz, towards
the end of April, itis ready for reaping. Of the naturcs.and pro-
perties of the winds that blow among thole iflands, 1 thall have ac-
gafion to treat at length in the defeription of the oppofite continent..

1 thall
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1 fhall only obferve here, that the north and north-nortli-eaft
winds blow fo hard and conitantly upon thele iflands as to prevent
the growth of all forts of trees, efpecially in Lancerota, which is
moft expoled to their viclence : yet we find a few fhrubs or bufhes
there, callied Tubaybas, which never grow to a great height
any where; but here, becaule of the ﬂr'ong winds, they (pread
along the ground, except when fheltered from it by rocks or walls.
In the gardens there are fig-trees and fome low trees oc fhrubs,
which feldom fhoot up higher than the garden-walls.

FusRTAVENTURA 1s not quite fo much expofed to the wind
as Lancerota ; therefore it is npt quite fo bare of trees and fhrubs.
Thofe that grow there are the palm, the wild olive, and a fort
of wild pine, which the natives call Tarrahala. ‘The cotton and
euphorbium fhrubs, fig-trees, and the fhrub bearing the prickly
pear, grow in gardens, although this laft grows without cultiva-
tion in’ the fields in Canaria, and the iflands to the wefltward
thereof. -

Arruovcu thefe iflands arefo deftitute of trees, yet theyabound
with excellent herbage, among which grow feveral kinds of edori~
ferous flowers 3 the great plenty and variety of thefe induced the
inhabitants to bring bees from the other iflands, in order to propa-
gate here ; but they were difappointed in their expeétations, as
none of thofe infedts would remain with them : in all probability
they could not bear the violent winds which blow here. Corn of
various kinds grow in Lancerota and Fuertaventura, namely,
wheat, bartley, maize or Indian corp, and in fuch abundance as
not only to ferve the inhabitants, baut alfo thofe of Tenerife and-
Palmz, who depend greatly on thefe i{lands for their fuftenance. -

Tiry within thefe laft thirty years Lancerota produced no
vines: at that timie a volcano broke out, and covered many fields

S ' Cez with
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with fmall duft and pumice-ftones, which have improved the (il
10 fuch a degree, that vines are now planted there, whicl: thrive
well and yield grapes, but the wine made from them is thin,
poor, and fo fharp thata firanger cannet diftinguith it by the tafte
from vinegar; yet it is very wholefoine. Fuertaventura produces
a greater quantity of wine, which is of a quality fomething fupe--
rior to that of Lancerota.

Uron the rocks on the fea-coaft grows a great quantity of’
orchilla-weed, an ingredient ufed in dying, well known to cur
dyers in London. It grows out of the pores of the ftones or rocks,
10 about the length of three inches : 1 'have feen fome eight or
ten inches, but that is not commen, It is of a-round form, and.
of the thicknels of common fewing twine. Its colour is grey, in-.
clining to white: here and there on the ftalk we find white. (pots.
or feabs, Many ftalks proceed from'one root,. at fome diftance:
from which they divide into branches.. Thers is no.earth 9r mould
to be perceived upon the rock or ftone where it grows. Thofe
who do not know this weed, or are not accuftomed to gather it,
would hardly be able to find ity far it is of fuch a colour, and
grows in fuch a direction,, that it appears at firft fight to be the
thade of the rock on which it grows. This weed dyes a beauti-
ful purple; and is alfe much ufed for brightening and enlivening:
other colours., The beft fort.is that of the derkeflt colour, and of
a.form exadltly round; the more it abounds with white (pots or:
feabs, the more valuable. This weed growsin the Canary, Ma-.
deira, and Cape de Verd Iflands, and on the coaflt of Barbary; but
the beft fort and the greateft quantity is found in the Canary Elands.:
“Fhat.found on the adjacent coaft of Afiica is equal in quality, but,,
for want of feafonable rains, ‘it does not. grow near [0 faft, There:
is fome reafon to.jmagine that the orchills was tlve Gertulian purplé -
of the ancients. . In {opport of thisopinian, wemay obferve that.

’ o the:
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the coaft of Africa adjacent to the Canary Iflands, was by the an-
cients called Getulia, and abounds with orchilla. I cannot con-
ceive how the Europeans came to the knowlege of the ufe, of this
weed; for immediately on the difcovery of the Canary Iflands, they
{ought after it as eagerly as the Spaniards afterwards, on the difco~
very of America, did for gold : for the natives of the Canary Iflands,
and of that part of Africa formerly called Getulin, at this time
know not the ufe of orchilla;  neither doth it appear to any
ene to be a dye-ftuff; for the colour is extracted from it by art
and much préparation. None of it grows in any part of Europe.
that I know of, in fuch a quantity that one could gather a handful
in the fpace of a day, except in the iflands of the Archipelago, or
on the rocks of Sicily, where of late they began to gather it, if
I am not miftaken, only about eight or ten years ago. One would
be apt to imagine, that in the days of the difcovery of the Canaries,.
fome book was extant that gave an account of the orchille, the.
place of its growth, its ufe, and methed of extrafting its dye.

In Lancerota are very few fprings or wells of water..  What the:
inhabitants ufe for themfelves and cattle is rain-water, which
they preferve in pits and cifterns.  This method is alfo practifed in
Tuertaventura, though there they have more fprings and wells,.
but the water is generally brackith, At El Rie, on the Lancerota
fide of the port, and to the northward of the {alina before-men-
tioned, is a well of medicinal water, reckened a fovereign cure:
for the itch. 1t is alfo good for common drinking, and will keep-
fiweet at fea. It is eafy. of accels, lying clofe to the water-{ide :
it yields enough to fill two hogtheads in twenty-four houwrs:
When ] was there, it purged fome of our crew for the firft twos
days they drank of it ;. but afterwards it had no fuch effedd.

Tuk cattle of thofe iflands are camels, horfes,.afles, builocks,

theep, goats, and hogs, all.of which,. excepting the theep and
goats,.
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goats, were brought to them fince the conqueft, from Barbary
and Spain. The horfes here are of the Barbary breed, and are
muoch efteemed in Canaria and Tenerife for their (pirit and fwift-
nefs; but as they arc of little or no ufe in thefe iflands, the na-
tives having no ditance to teavel, and the dificulty of tran{port-
ing them by fea being fo great, little or no care is taken to pre-
ferve or increafe the breed; fo that at prefent their number is
very fmall.  For travelling, the natives ufe afles of a larger fize
than thofe of the other iflands, which are maintained at little or
no expence, and ferve well enough for their (hort journies.

In the fpring, their cattle are fat and good : they appear at
that time quite plump, fleek, and gliften as if they were robbed
with ol ; but in the beginning of autumn, when the grafs is all
withered or eaten vp, they have a very different appearance, and
are not fit for food.

Taev generally plow here with a camel or a couple of affes; for
the foil is light, and they do not plew deep.

THE fea-coafts of Lancerota and Fuertaventura afford the inha-
bitants fifh of various kinds in great plenty, particularly a fort of
cod which they call Cherney, much better tafted than the cod of
Newfoundlangd or thofe of the North Sea.  Another 8, of a yet
more excellent tafte, is catched here, called Mero « it is as long as

a cod, but much thicker, and bas long ftraps or whxﬂcers hang-
ing at his mouth. :

I would be a tedious tafk for me to deferibe the various forts of
them, to which I could not give Englith namés, though there isone
fort I muft not pafs over; I mean the Picudo, or fea-pike, the bite
of which is as poifonous as that of a viper; yet this fib,

when
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when killed and drefled, is good and innocent food. On :hetrocks,
by the fea-fhore, are many fhell-fih, particulatly limpets, which
the natives make a preper ufe of.

Tae want of wood or buthes occafions a fearcity of birds and
wild-fowl; yet there are fome Canary-birds, and a bird called
Tubayba, about the fize of 2 ftarling, f{peckled black and white;
Irere are alfo partridges and ravens, with plenty of dunghil-fowls;
but no turkeys, geefe, or ducks: the want of the two laft-
mentioned fpecies may probably be owing to the fearcity of
water in the iflands, Here are no venomous animals but the black
fpider, the bite of which, the natives fay, is poifonous, and cc-
cafions a fwelling attended with a burning pain: their cure for it
is to eat a fmall guantity of human excrement. Probably the
great nataral antipathy to this medicine has fuch an effect on the
human frame, as to kill or expel the venpm received by the bite.

Ouw the north fide of the uninhabited ifland of Graciofz, is a finall
fandy bay, called by the natives Playa del Ambar. Here is fome-
times found a very good kind of ambergreafe, in form fomething
like a pear, having commonly 2 fhort flalk : by this it theuld
feem that itgrows on the rocks under-water, which are near to this
place, and is wafhed athore by the waves, for it is generally found
after ftormy weather.

In Lancercta and Fuertaventara arc many hills that have for-
merly becn voleanos, the tops of which are of a {fmall circumfe-
rence, and are hollow for a little way downwards, the edges of
the tops being generally very narrow and fharp. Upen the
outfide is commonly feen a great deal of black duft and Burnt ftone.
like pumice-ftone, only darker and more ponderous. Thlis {ub-
ftance feems te have been thrown out of the bowels of the earth:

by
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by the eruptions, none of which have been known to happen ia
thefe two iflands of late ages, except at Lancerota; where, about
thirty years age, a volcano broke out on the fouth-weft part of
the ifland, which threw out fuch an iminenfe quantity of athes
and huge ftoncs, atid with fo dreadfol a neife, that many of the
natives deferted their houfes and fled to Fuertaventara, for the pre-
fervation of their lives: fome time after, finding that thofe whe
remained in Lancerota had received no hurt, they took courage
and rcturned. This volcano was near the fea, in 2 remote place
from any habitation. In the fea, at a fmall diftance from the voi-
cano, iffued a pillar of fmoke, and afterwards a fmall pyramidal
rock arofe, which remains to this day.  This rock was joined to
the ifland by the matter thrown out of the volcano; the noife of
this eruption was {0 loud and great, that it was heard at Tenerife,
although at the diltance of forty leagues. The noife being con-
veyed fo far might probably be occafioned by the winds generally
blowing from Lancerota towards Tenerife.

C H A p. IV.

OF the Inkabstants of Lancerota and Fuertaventure, their Mithad
of Living, Manners, and Cuflome, &ec.

ALTHOUGH the natives of thefe iftands pafs for Spaniards,
yet they are fprung from a mixture of the ancient inhabit-
ants, the Normans, and ‘other- Euvropeans who fubdued them,
and from fome Moorifh captives, whom Diego de Herrers and
others brought to the iflands from the coaft of Barbary, as has
been obferved in the Hiftory of the Difcovery and Conqueft.

THEY are, in -gencfa], of 2 large fize, robuft, ftrong, and of a
very dark complexion. By the natives of the reft of the Canary
Iflands
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4flands they are accounted rude and onpolithed in their manners:
this charaéter I believe to be true; for, by what I have had oc-
.cafion to obferve of them, they feem to be avaricious, raftic, and
ignorant, elpecially thofe of Lancerota.

Tuey neither {peak nor underftand any other Tangnage than the
» Caftillian, and this they pronounce moft barbaroufly. They drefs
coarfely, and after the Spanith modern fathion; for the fhort-cloak
~and golilla, formerly nfed by the Spaniards, arc not known here.
Their houfes are built of fione and lime; thofe of the gentry are
covered with pan-tiles; but the meaner fort are thatched with
ftraw : very few, even of the better kind, are ceiled or lofred,
-but are built in form of large barns, and divided into apartments
by boarded partitions that run po higher than the top of the
walls 3 fo that the rooms are all open 2bove, having nothing to
cover them except the pantiled-roof. The floors are commonly
paved with flag-flones.

Tue food of the peafants is geasrally what they call Goffio,
which is flour of wheat, orbarley, toafted : this they mix witha
little water, and bring to the confiftence of dough, and thus cat it.
“This fimple dict requires neither {poons, knives, nor forks. Some-
times, indeed, they refine on this fare, by dipping every handful
of their Goflio in honey or melafles. In the winter-feafon, when
the grafs is in perfection, they have plenty of rich and excellent
milk, in which they put the Goflio, and fo cat it, ufing fea-fhells
inflead of fpoons: to a hungry man this is no mean food. An-
other way of preparing Gofiio, is by putting it into boiling milk,
and then ftirring it about uatil it is (ufficiently Loiled and thick-
ened.  Although the poor people, on particular oceafions, fuch
as great feftivals, weddings, &c. eat fleth and fith, yet, as I faid
bofore, Goflio is their common food. As to bread, it is rarely

’ Dd ufed
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ufed by any but the gentry; there are fome peoplein thefe iflands
who know not the tafte of it.  One reafon for this may be, that
fuel is very fcarce, efpecially in Lancerota, infomuch that I am
at a lofs to conceive how the gentry there get a fuflicient quantity
to drefs their victuals.

Trr peafants value themfelves much onvacconnt of their Goffio
dict, and defpife the bread-eaters of the other iflands. Wine they
{eldom drink,. or indeed.any thing elfe than water. Their employ—
ment is plowing the ground, fowing and reaping corn, and other
labour in hufbandry. There are few men artificers in Lancercta
and Fuertaventura-; for their cloaths are almoit all made by the
women ; houthold-furniture, &c. are brought tothem from the other
tllands. There are but few monks, and no nunsin thele iflands:.
however they are in no want of pricfts, for there are feveral parith.
churches, and an inferior Court of Inquifition in-each of thefe
iflands, to prevent herefy ; fo that the religion of the church of.
Rome is the only one profefled among them..

T gentry are very averfe to leaving their country, having not:
the leaft curiofity. to travel and fee the world.  Very few of them.
vifit Spain, or even Canaria, unlefs when rhey are obliged to attend.
their law-fuits in that iftand, A gentleman herc, poifeffing a fevz
acres of land, a dozen of theep,.- a.éoup]c of affcs,. and 2 camel,
would chule rather to e all his days on Goffio, than venture to-
the Spanifh Weft Tndies ta mend his fortune by trade or any other
employment : he would even imagine that by engaging in fuch
an undertaking,. he fhould difgrace hlmfelf and family for ever..
Yet he would not be afbiamed. to opprefs the poor peafants, and.
meanly deceive or take advantage of fkrangers, in order to fapport:
what is called rank in thofe iflands, which, among the clak of
gentry L am, deferibing,, confifts. wholly in. not working, or in:
' riding:
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siding a fhort diftance on an ai, attended by a vagged forvant,
juftead of travelling on foot : thele are the points in which they
diftingwifh themfelves fram the vulgar.

To give 2 more diftinét idea of the mammer and cultomns of thefle
people, 1 fhalt here infert the particulars of {fome journies I imade
in Lancerota and Fuertaventura. In my paffage from the coaft
of Africa to Tenerife, I happened to touch at Cala de Fattes, in
Fuertaventura, where, immediately on our arrival, the officer of
the port fent an exprefs to the Governor, at Oliva, to acquaint
him therewith. By the return of the exprefs I received an order
to come on fhore to Inm with all convenient {peed; the officer of
the port having procured me a faddled afs (for a horfe was not to
be had) with a guide. We fet out from the port ahout thres
o'clock in the afternoon ; and after having travelled abouet two
hours through dry, barren, and flony places, where we faw foms
goats and camels grazing, we came to a fine level country, where
were many corn-ficlds, with houfes and fmall villages (cattered
among(t them. Atfun-fetting we came near 4 parith church and
parfonage ; I intreated the guide to conduct me to the parfon’s
houfe, to lodge that night, as there are no inns or public houfes
in Fuertaventura ; but he excufed himfelf, under various pre~
tences, and perfuaded me to procced about a mile further, to a
rich farmer’s houfe, where he faid we fhould be more hofpitably
entertained. When we arrived there our hoft received us frankly,
and ordered a couple of fowls to be killed and dreffed for fupper,
which were prefently made ready by his wife. In the mean time
the news of the arrival of a ftranger having fpread through the
village, all theinhabitants came to fee mey they atked me a nom-
ber of curious queftions concerning England and Spain, with the
latter ‘of which they are as little acquainted as with the former,
~ ‘They were fo inquifitive, that T was quite {pent with talking, and
Dda2 they
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they fcarcely allowed me time to eat, and did not leave me til] terw
o'clock, which is a very late hour for going to bed in that coun-
try. At fupper, nobody fat at table but the farmer and inyfelf 5
his wife, as the cuftom is there, waited on us; and when we
had fupped, removed the fragments, and then went to fup by her-
felf. My guide fupped with the fervants upon Goffio and melaffes
or honey, in the {ame room with us: this they are not ufed to,
but being curious, and not willing to lole the pleafure of converf-
ing with a ftranger, they thought it a fufficient excufe for difpenf-
ing with decorum. The farmer, after fupper, treated. the whole
company with, 2 tumbler of wine each, which made them ralk
mose than they were accuftomed to; for the fervants there are fel-
dom indulged with a glafs of wine. At night, my guide, who-
flept in the fame bed, difturbed me much with his feratching,,
having the itch, or fort of fcak, to which the people in all the Ca-
nary iflands ace very much fubje&; the canfe of ‘which I know:
not: but it is certain, that the people who dwell in countries re--
markable for the purity of the air, are mare fubjet to this difor..
der than thofe who live in places where the air is moift and damp.,
We rofe before day-break, and purfued our journcy, leaving our
hoft and his family faft afleep.  We now paffed dirough a good-
country, well peopled.  Upon. the road we met a couple going ta
church to be married, with their retinue all riding on affes: they
faluted us in this. mapner, * Ave Maria,” 1. e. Hail Mary ; to.
~which my guide anfwered, ¢ Sin peccado conechida; ” that i,
Conceived free from original fine He reproved me feveral times for
not anfwering the people we met in the fanie manner as he did; as ¥
did not chuft to enter into a difpute with him, I told him, i
would be quite ridiculous in me to conform to one Spanith cuftorn,.
unlefs T could do fo in all,  In the conrle of our converfation on
the road, he told me that the farmer, who had entertained us,
was excerding rich; and confefled that his realon for not putting

wp-
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wp at the pricft’s houfe, as I defired him, was becaufe he could
Aot ufe the freedom there to beg provender for his afs; bue that
if he had known what was to happen, he would have complied
with my requeft, < For, faid he, the rich mifer made me pay for
my barley ; and did you mark how fparing lie was of his wine;
and when his wife wanted aught, {he came to the churl for the
keys.” T would advife el {trangers, who may chance to be tra-
velling in Lancerota or Fuertaveutura, to put up at a prie(t’s, for
the clergy there are more capable to furnith lodging, provifion,
and converfation, than cither the peafants or gentry. The rich
farmer before-mentioned had often been at Tenerife, to f{ell his
corn, and knew all the Irith merchants thers: thofe people areall-
zealous members of the Romith church ; and there are no pra-
teftant merchants in any of the Hlands, excsps the Englith Con-
ful and another. Being curious to know what epinion the natives
had of the Irith merchants, I enquired of my hoft, if he knew:
a perfon or two, whom I named, and what he thought of them ¢
He feemed to have a juft notion of each ; bat at laft, after, I had.
afked after about ten of them, he faid, ** Sir, thefe are all ca-
tholics and very good people, but they are only Chriftians of St.
Patricio.” 1 defired to know what be meant by this; he gave
me no dire¢t anfiver, but thook his head, and faid, ** Thefe men
are very well in their way, but muft nat be compared to the Chri-
flians of thefe iflands, Ay, ay, added he, finiling, it Js not for
nothing they come to our country.” About noon we arrived at
Oliva, the refidence ef the Governor, who, with his (on, was
fitting in a large hall, paved with flags, the fides of which were .
adorned with mufquets, {words, and pikes. On my entry they
received me in a diftant but polite manner, and defired me to fit
down. After afking me feveral queftions relating to the occafion:
of my coming to the ifland, and whither I was bound, they began
to. converfe more freely, and enguired if I was a catholic? When
thcyl
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they found I was not, they faid, « Is it poflible, Signior, that
a perfon of your prodence and good underftanding can have
any juft reafon, for not cmbracing our moft holy religion ¢
As 1 was greatly fatigned with my journcy, and faint with
hunger and thixfh, I wanted rouch to evade the argument,
which I faw approaching; {o I told them, every country had its
pecoliat cuftoms and religion, to which each native was {o ftrongly
attached, that it was almoft as impoeflible to perfuade him to
change his opinion, as to alter his form. Upon this, to my great
comfort, dinner appeared, which, for the prefent, gave a truce
to the converfation. The dinner confifted of 2 certain foup made
of cil, vinegar, water, pepper, andonions, with a few thin flices
of bread ; after this courfe came three boiled eggs, with tolerable
good wine and bread.  While we were eating, I perceived fome
ladies peeping at us from the adjacent apartments, who, as {oofl
as they thought they were difcovered, withdrew. After dinner,
the religious converfation was revived, when, finding my (pirits
pretty well recruited, and that I could not well evade the
argument asbefore, I difputed with them a confiderable time, and
at Jaft rold them it was in vain for us to talk any more on the ful-
jet; for as I held the Chriftian religion only by the facred writ-
ings of the'Old and New Teftament, all their arguments drawn
from the authority of the church, the writings of the fathers, and
the opinions of faints and wile men, went with me for nothing :
and added, that if the religion of the New Teftament was the fame
with that now profeffed by the Romifh and proteftant churches, it
made that book to be falfe and incoherent; becauft the New
Teftament plainly declares, that no man in any place can em-
brace or profefs Chriftianity, without fuffering worldly lofs in fome
yray or other other, folely on account of his religion. But, on
the contrary, in Spain, and many other countries, a man cannot
he & member of fociety unlefs he profefs what they call Chriftia-

nity ;
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mity; which is {o far from being 2 lofs to thofe who profefs it,
that it is the firf {tep to honour and riches, As the Governor's
fon had.heard juft fo much about the facred writings as to know
that the church pretends to hold them in efteem, he did not con-
tradict what 1 faid of them, but replied, that he was fure [ muft
be wrong; and that if T would ftay fome time in the ifland, he
would bring a learned and pious prieft, who fhould foon convince
me of my error, and fhew me, that out of thé church of Romethere
could be no falvation. Then rifing, he defired me to look at the
arms with which the hall was adorned, moft of which were grown
rufty : he atked me if we had any fo good in England.  Upon
this a fervant entered, and informed them that their horfes were
faddled and ready. The Governor then faid he was forry he was
obliged to leave me fo foon, gave me a Bill of Health, and an
order to be fupplied with what I wanted, and then tock his leave,
wifhing me a happy return to my own country. Before he de-
parted, he ordered a fervant to give us {ome bread and wine, to
refrefh us by the way on our return to Cala de Fuftes, Having
this provifion, we did not flop by the way, as before, but went
through defert places, a nearer road to Cala de Fuftes, where
we arrived 2t two o'clock next merning, and went on board.
When we arofe next day, the Mate informed me, that the Al-
ealde Major had been on board very early in the morning, and had
waited for me until the evening. He found the firft volume of Don
Quixote, in Spanifh, lying in the cabin, with which he was much
plcafcd, and enployed himfelf all that day in reading it, except
when he left off to breakfalt and dine : it feems he had never feen
that book before.  Fie left orders with the officer of the tower, to
defire me to wait on him at the Villa; but the Mate,in my abfence,
Iaving got on board all the frefh water and proviions which were
wanted, and for which and 2 Bill of Health we came to-the ifland,

we thought proper to difpenfe with the order of the Alcalde -
E 3 Major,
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Major, and failed the next day. It is cuflomary in Englith thips
dying at anchor in a road, to have a candle burning all night, to
be ready in cafe of accidents, and a man or two an the deck
to keep watch: my guide obferving all this, imagined the(® things
were done by way of refpett to me; for when I difnnided ~him.
he faid, that if the Governor and gentry of the ifland had theleak
notion of the grand manner of living in our fhip, they would not
defpife feafaring peeple fo much as they did ; for, added he, none
.of them eat fo well, or drink fo good wine, as your feamen.

TuE fecond time I was atFuertaventura, we were forced in thete
from the coaft of Barbary by a gale of wind; for Cape Negro in this
(fland 15 not more than about feventeen leagues diftant from thar
coalt. We anchored at that time in the bay of Las Playas,
and determined to remain there a few days till the weather thould
‘change.

O our arrival, I {ent 2 meffenger to the Alcalde Major, to in-
form him of our being in the bay; but receiving no anfwer, I went
athore, the nextday, with one of our crew, and walked up to the
village called El Tunche, about three miles diftant. On our
arrival there, we went into a cottage for fielter from the fun,
and defired the good-woman of the houfe to give ns fomething to
eat and drink. She immediately boiled forne milk with Goffio of
barley, and prepared it for our refrefhment, which we found to be
2 moft excellent dith. It being then about the end of May, the
weather exceflive hot, and our faces fcorched with the firong warm
breezes that blow fiercely there at that feafon, we, immediately
after our meal, fell fafk afleep.  About an hour after, we were
awaked by fome of the principal inhabitants, who demanded
of us from whence we came, and what we wanted in the
Hland? After anfwering them, we walked out of the houfe to
wiew the town, which I think s the pooreft in all the Canary
- . 1lands.
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Iflands. As the wind blew firong, and was therefore very dif-
agreeable, they conducted us into 2 garden, where we fat down
behind 2 wall, for thelter from the wind, and were agrecably
fhaded from the rays of the {un by the wide-{preading branches of
2 large fig-tree.  Here we had a great deal of converfation ; and
among other things, 1 afked them how thefe iflands were firft
peopled? One of them anfwered, that the Roman general Serto-
rius was the fir{t who difcovered and fent inhabitants to them.
He faid, the reafon why Lancerota and Fuertaventura were more
barren than the reft of the Canary Iflands, was on account of their
vicinity to the coaft of Africa, *¢ Which, f{aid he, you very well
know is dry and fandy.” At firft fight of chis man, we told him
we had difpatched a meflenger to inform the Alcalde Major of our
arrival, and to provide alles to carry us to him ; but after waiting
loag, and fecing no appearance of our meflenger’s return, or of
any preparations for our journey, we told bim we could ftay
no longer, but would immediately return to our veflel, if he did not
{znd us forthwith to the Alealde Major. Upon which, after fome
hefitation, and looking as one athamed, he told us, that fince the
truth muft come out, it fignified nothing to difguife it any longer,
and therefore he had to acquaint us, that as no perfon was allowed
to enter the ifland without the licence of the Alcalde Major,
whofe office it was to take care that no infectious difternper thould be
bronght into it, they, being his fervants, had taken the liberty to
detain us prifoners until his pleafure thould be known. We were
a little alarmed at this declaration ; but luckily the Alcalde Major
with his retinue arrived at that inftant, and freed us from our un-
eafinefs. About an hour after, being provided with affes, at four
o'clock in the afterncon, we fet out, being 2bout eight in com-
peny, and travelled all that evening through corn-fields until
{ur-let, when we paffed through narrow defiles betwixt the moun-
tains, and arrived at the Alcalde Major’s houfe about nine at night.

' Ee After
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Aftérlhaving conducted us into a room, he left us there for about
half an hour, and retired into another apartment, where was his
family. When {upper was ready, he returned to us.  We were
fortunate cnongh to find bread at the table inftead of Goffio-
dough, and wine that was drinkable, - with a couple of broiled
chickens ; which was a repafl far better than I expected in fuch 2
place, and at fuch a late hour.  On the door of aur bed-room was
pafted a printed paper, called an Ave Maria, which ran as follows: A
« Hail, Mary! conceived without original fin. = Whenever any
“ one fervently and witl fincere devotion repeats thele words, he
“< caufeth great joy in heaven, and infinite terror in hell.” When
I afked the Alcalde about this paper, he informed us that fome
miflionaries from Spain came lately to the iflands, in their way to
the Indies, where obferving a want of devotion to the Virgin, they,
“in order to enliven it, caufed the natives to buy thofe papers, and
pafte them on the doors of their houfes and apartments.

NexT morning we walked out to fee the town, which is plea-
fantly fituated in z narrow bottom, firrounded with hills, It has
a large beautiful church and convent, built of hewn ftone : moft
of the houfes of the town are neat, but without either balconies
or any outer courts, as 15 the manner of building the houfes of
people of fafhion in Spain and in the other iflands. In the gardens
of the town we faw no fruit nor other trees, except a few palins or
fig-trees, and fome of the thrub béaring the prickly pear. After
our walk we returned to the houle, where we breakfafted on
bread, broiled chickens, cheefe, wine, and {weetmeats 5 for the
gentry here do not make ufe of chocolate, like thofe in the reft
of the iflands. All the time we were in the Alcalde’'s houle we
faw no wornen, except the fervants, it not being the cuftom there
for women of faihion to a-ppear before firangers.  Abouttea in the
maraing we took our leave of him, .and returned to Las Playas.

On
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On our way thither we ftopped at a gentleman’s houfe, who was
a native of Tenerife, and farmed the King's revenuc upon fnuff
and tobacco in this ifland.  His houfe was two ftories high, with
balconies, He ordered us each a difh of chocotlate, and enter-
tained us after a free, open, and hofpitable manner; and when
we took our leave of him, he made one of his fervants fill our
guide’s fack full of bread, cheefe, and bottles of wine.

Nexr day the Alealde Major and the Governor's fon came to
vifit me on board the fhip at Las Playas. The latter immediately
recollected bis having feen me when I was at Oliva, and repri-
wnanded me becaufe I had not waited on his father, I excufed my-
felf in the beft manner I could. And when the Alcalde Major
underftood I was the fame perfon, on board whofe veffel he had
been fome years before, at Cala de Fuftes, he afked me in a very
feiions manner, why I went away that time withoot feeing him,
‘and paying his fees : he added, that the dury of a mafter of a veffel,
is, whenever he arrives in the ifland, to wait upon him immedi-
ately. In anfwer to all this, I pleaded ignorance of the Spanith
coftoms ; which is a good apology for firangers to make at all times
when they fall into any miftakes, and are thereby embarraffed
in that country, After entertaining them in the beft manaer[
could, they went athore, being fea-fick, and lodged in 2 cave near
the fea. 'We ftruck a bargain with them for a cargo of wheat, for
one of the veflels, for at that time I had two in the bay, one
of which I intended fhould carry this cor to the iffland of Ma-
deira, - : :

In order to take on board the corn; it was abfolutely neceffary to
receive avifitof theInquifition, &c. before whichno veflel can trade
in thefe iflands. But when thefe crafty gentlemen found I was in
earneft about buying corn, and that I had received the vifits of the

Ee 2 Inquifitors,
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Inquifitors, they, expecting to make me pay them more money for
it, pretended they could not buy the corn fo cheap as they
immagined: < Befides, {aid they, we run a great rifqoe of being
called to account for exporting corn contrary to law.” When
1 perceived them fhuffling, I altered my defign of buying corn, but
attempted to trade with the reft of the inhabitants for cath and
what little provifion I wainted for the veffels; but this did not
fucceed, for the Alcalde Major and his affociates, by their power
and authority in the ifland, fo inttmidated the natives, and laid
fo many ftumbling blocks in their way, that they could not buy
any thing from me. The Alcalde, finding his fcheme had taken
effe@, and that I was difappointed, propofed again to fell ther
cargo of corn, and to abate fomething of the price which I
had rejeCted.  When he made this propofal I was athore and in his
power, therefore did not tell him all T thought, but feemed to
agree to his offer; but as foon as I got on board, prepared every
thing for failing. As foon as they perceived this from the fhore,
they immediately fent a boat aboard, with a meffage befeeching
- me to ftay, and that if I would come athore, they would make
me offers to my fatisfaction. T told the meflenger there was no
trufting to what they faid ; upon which, when he found me in
earnell, he prefented me with a bill of the dues and fees of the
Tnguifition, and of the Alcalde Major for the two different times I
had been in the ifland, in all amounting to about fix pounds. I
told the meflenger to give my compliments to the Alcalde and the
officers of the Inquilition, and tell them | would pay them when
ever [ fhonld have the pleafure of fecing them again: and fo we
departed. During the time the Alcalde Mujor and his compa-
nions lodged in the cave by the fea-thore, they fubfifted on what
provifions we fent afhore to them, and on fith, for they could not
remain in the fhips by reafon of fea-ficknefs, At that time fome
of the fithermen catched in the bay a huge tortoxfe, or logger-

head
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head turtle, weighing about five hundred pounds, which they
brought athore, and placed on its back upon a great flone, then
cut its throat, from which the blood iffued forh in a large fmoak-
ing ftream. Having no veflel at hand to receive it, the Alcalde
and the reft of the gentry catched as much of it as they could in
their hands and drank it off. When they obferved our dif-
guft at the fight of fuch a barbarous and beaitly repatt, they
fhaok their heads, and told us it was an cxcellent remedy for
the itch, and invited us to partake likewife: to the increafe
of our loathing, we obferved their hands blotched with fcabs
and ulcers,

In this voyage we had on board, as an interpreter on the coaft
of Africa, a Barbary Jew. When we came to Fuertaventura, ¥
gave {lri¢t orders te our erew not to tell the iflanders who he was,
for fear of an accident in cafe he thould venture athore; and be-
fore 1 went mylelf, I advifed him to keep on board, for fear the
Inquifition fhould get notice of, and detain him, But, notwith-
ftanding 1y caution, he went athore, and travelled to the village
of Tunehe, where he pafled for a catholic.  As he fpoke very
good Spanifh, the natives were very fond of converfing with him;
and one of them happening to afk him what countryman he was,
he replied an Italian; the other afked him if he had ever been
in Rome, to which he readily anfwered in the affirmative :
* And have you ever feen God’s Vicar upon earth?” + Yes,
** faid he, and received his blefling alfe.” Upon this they con-
duéted him to their houles, where they treated him with the beft
they had, and made him fome prefents of Gofio-meal, kids, and
fowls: but when fome of our poor heretical fuilors went to thar
village, they never fo much as defired them to come into their
houfes, or afked them to eat or drink, unul they thewed them

money,
Wiren
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Wien I firft came to the land of Lancereta, we anchoved in
the port of El Rio before-mentioned, from whence I 1mmcd1—
atcly difpatched a (hepherd, whom I found there, to the Governol
to give him netice of ocur arrival. He returned the fame day,
and brought with him one of the Governor's fervants, with a
faddled afs, and an order for me to wait on him at the village of
Haria.  Accordingly 1 went afhore, and took a Tenerife boy
along with me, After we had afcended the fteep cliff by the
narrow path-way, we found the faddled afs waiting for us, upon
which 1 mounted, and foon came to the village, where I found
the Governor fitting on a bench before the door of his houfe ;
-who, on my approaching him, embraced and faluted me after the
Spanifh fathion. IHe was dreflfed in a black taffety waiftcoat, and
breeches of the fame'ftufl, white filk ftockings, a linen night-cap
laccd, with a broad-brimmed hat {louched. This drefs made him
appear extremely tall, and he was in reality about fix feet high,
and feemed to be about fifty-five years of age.  After fitting fome
gime with him at the donr, he brought me into the houfe, and
introduced me to fome ladies, whom I tock to be his wife and
daughters. This was a favour of no fmall account in this, or
any other of the Canary Iflands.  Although I left the fhip before
dinner-time, nobody afked me if T had dined, fo that I fafted
that day from morning to night. There is a {trange fort of deli-
&Lacy among the gentry here, which i, thae one muft not afk
for any thing to ear, though ever fo hungey or faint, in a
ftrange houfe; as a'freedom of that kind would be looked on as
the higheft degree of vulgarity and ill-breeding : therefore, when
1 found an oppostunity, I made a pretence of going out to fpeak
to my fervant, but in reality to try to get fome victoals privately.
The Tenerife boy I found had fuffered as much as myfelf: how-
ever, I gave him fome money and fent hin to bring whatever he
«ould find that 'was eatable ; and in cafe he could procure nothing

better,
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better, to bring me a lump of Goffio-dough, or handful of meal :

but his fearch proved in vain, there being no {uch thing as bread

or any eatables fold there. At laft fupper-time came, and the re-

pait was, for that part of the world, not only a good one, but very

elegant, confifting of many different dithes. All the time we were

at table, the ladies were very particular in their enquiries concerning

the Englith women, theirappearance, drels, behaviour, andamufe-

ments. [ replied, to all their queftions as well as [ could ; but

they were greatly fhocked at the account I gave of their free be-

‘haviour; but when I informed them of the manners of the French:
ladies, they told me plainly that it was not pofiible there could
be any virtuous women among them. After the ladies retired,

the old gentleman magnified the power, wealth, and grandeur of
the King of Spain above all the Kings of the world, As ap in-

ftance of the courage of the Spanith feamen, he fuid it was a rule,

if a Spanifh man of war fhould happen to meet two of the fame’

force of any other nation, fhe was not to run away, but was ob-
liged to engage them ; and if {he met three, the Captain might-
if he plcafed endeavour to avoid them, but if he fled, 1t was al-

ways looked on as a dafterdly alion. He added, that the Spa-

niards, in courage, temperance, honour, and zeal for the true

religion, furpaffed all the reft of the world,  With this and the

like difcourfe he entertained me for the {pace of an hour; among

other queftions, he afked me if England and France were in the

fame ifland, or if they were differentiflands. Ientreated thehonour

of his company on board my (hip at El Rio: he faid, he would

come with all his heart, if my fhip were at Porto de Naos, bur

that it would be indecent for a man of his quality to defcend the

cliff -on all fours, Next morning I fet out for El Rio, in com-

pany with the Stankero, or farmer of the King's duty on fnuff’

cand tobacco. We were mounted on afies, which fet off with us
on 2 full gallop, but did not Jong continue that pace. The Stan-

i : kero:
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kero hindered us much on the road, as he carried a fowling-
picce with him, and fhot at every bird he could fee, without
alighting, and we were obliged to wait for him. He told me, the
only pleafure he had in life was to take his gun in the morning,
mount his afs, and go a-fhooting. When we carme to the fteep cliffy
one of the gentlemen would not alight, but ordered his {ervant
to lead his afs down the path : but the fervant being wifer than
himfelf, with great difficulty diffuaded him from this piece of
ftate, by reprefenting to him the impoflibility of doing it with~
out breaking his neck : fo fearful are thefe people of demeaning
themfelves by ufing their legs. :

Tue Stankero and his fiiends came on board, and bought fome
goods of us, which they were to pay for in orchilir-weed. After
the conclofion of the bargain, we entertained them in the beft
manner we could, for three days that they remained on board,
waiting for the orchilla-weed, which they had fent for from the
other end of the iffand. Their fervants told us, that their mafters
had never lived fo well in their lives, and that one of the gentlemen
in particular never tafted flefh meat at home : however, we were
perfedily fenfible that this did not proceed from any natural anti-
pathy, or temperance; for with us he eat, or rather devourcd,
fix pounds of meat at every meal.

Wxirte we remained at El Rio, our Carpenter and Boatfwain
fet out together, after breakfaft, to vifit the village of Haria,
and being firangers to the cuftoms of the place, negleGed to take
provifions with them. When they got on fhore, the firk thing
they did, [eamen-like, was to Jook out for a public houfe; but
their labour proved in vain, and therefore they went into feveral
houfes, in hopes that fomebody would be courteous enough to

. offer them fomething to cat; but, though they found the people
seady
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ready cnough to talk with and afk queftions of them, yet no onc
offered to fupply thetr wants. At laft, feeing fome ladies and
people at the door of the Governor's houfe, they fauntered to-
wards them, in expe@ation that their curiofity might induce them
to call to them; fo far.they were right, for they afked them a
multitude of queftions, but never enquired if they were ci{hcrhimgry
or thirfty : however, onc of the feamen, thinking to give them
a hint of thelr neceflity, begged the fuvour of a draught of water, *
which was readily brought then, but neither victoals or wine
{o they found they had nothing left, but to make the beft of their
way back to the thip, In their road they met with a man riding
ot 2 camel, and being quite faint with fafling, they agreed with
him, for a real, to alight, and let them ride on the camel 1o the
brow of the cliff. When they were got about half way thither,
the camel chanced to thake himfelf, and the filors, wholly un-
nfed to, and not expedting fuch 2 fudden motion, came tumbling
headlong to the ground. The driver, in a furprize, afked them
svhat was the matter, and endeavoured to perfuade them to re-
meunt, but in vain; and when he demanded the hire of the beadt,
they told himn it was well they did not break his bones, and fo
walked off : the driver having no ove near to aflift him, did not
offer to purfue them.

Tiurse flories may appear very teifling and impertinent to the
reader; but 1 rclate them to give fome idea of the manners of
thofe people,  When we enquired of them the price of any thing,
fuch as theep, fowls, or hogs, this was their conamon reply, “To
< the natives of the country, we {ell them at fuch a price ; but
< to ftrangers we can not fell them under fo much more.”  This is
alone fufficient to fhew their inholpitable and brutal difpofition.

rf CHAP,
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C H AP V.
Of the Government and Trade of Lancerota aud Fuertaventura, &e.

LTHCUGH all the Canary Iflands are fubjed to the crown

of Spain, yet the natives of the two iflands which we are now

deferibing, and thofe of Gomera and Hierro, held not their lands
of the crown, but of the defcendants of the houfe of Herrera,

Crier part of the power and jurifdi@ion originally poflefled by
the proprietors of thefe iflands, was taken from them and annexed
to the crown ; probably on account of their abufe of fuch an ex-
tenfive authority; and the government is now invefted in an Al-
calde Major, and a Sargento Mujor, otherwife calied Gorernador
de las Armas. The firlt of thofe officers is the head of the civil,
and the other of the military povernment. From the decifion of
the Alcalde Major there is an appeal to the Royal Audience in the
ifland of Canaria : and the Sargento Major receives his orders from
the Governor-general of the Canary Iflands, who commonly refides
in Tenerife. There are no ftanding forces kept here; butthereis
a militia, properly regulated, and divided into companies, to each of
which there is a Captain, Lieutenant, and Enfipn.  The Sar-
gento Major is Colonel, or chief of the whole, and takes care to e
that their arms, &c. are kept in proper order, that the companies
may be raifed at a thart warning; for fome time after the con-
queft of thefe iflands, the natives were frequently difturbed by
Algerine corfairs, and efpecially thofe of Lancerota, where a fleet
of thofe people landed, and carvied off no lefs than onc thou-
fand, fix hundred, and forty-eight perfons®, being almoft all the
inhabitants of the land. The Governor gave me the following:

* Giramaye fays this happened in the year 1613,
account.
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account of this affair. When the natives found that the Alge-
rines were too ftrong for them, they fled into the caves in the
iland.  The mzin body of them took refuge in a very {pacious
one that runs above a mile in length under-ground. The Alge-
rines purfu:d them clofely, bat were afraid to enter the cave,
and therefore contented themfelves with clofely blocking up its
mouth, thinking to oblige the iflanders to furrender for want of
food. But in this they were deceived ; for there was a private
paffage at the other end, by which the natives ufed to go forth in
fearch of provifions. Unlortunately one of them, who was upon
this bufinefs, was taken by the Moers, who promifed hium his
life and liberty if he would difcover to them by what teans the
people, fhut up in the cave, procurcd fuftenance, The prifoner,
dreading immediate death if he did not comply, informed them
of the truth; whereupon they ftopped up the other entry, and
thus compelled thofe within to {urrender: and notwithftanding 2
fleet of Spanifh men of war was then cruifing in the Streights of
Gibraltar, to intercept them, they arrived fafe at Algiers, with
their prifoners and beoty. The King of Spain was pleafed afters
wards to ranfom thefe poor people, and fend them back to their
native country. In thole days Lancerota was but thinly inhabited,
but it is now quite otherwife. Some time about the year 1748,
the Algerines made another defcont upaon this ifland. The natives,
who were now better acquainted with the manner of defending
themfelves, did not offer to oppefe their landing; but {uffered
them to advance into the country, when, getting between the
corlairs and their boats, they {urrounded and cut every one of
them in pieces, except only thofe who were left to guard the
boats. Since that time the Algerines have never attempted to
Iand in any of the Canary Illands. In the year 13596, a (mail
fquadron of Englith thips, commanded by the Eatl of Cumber-
land, came to anchor near Port de Naos. This {quadron was go-

Ffz _ ing
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ing to attack the Spanith fettlements in the Weit Indies; but
the Earl having intelligence from fome of his feamen (whao
had been prifoners in the ifland) of a Marquis reckoned ta be
worth an hundred thoufand pounds, who lived in the town of
Cayas, and who was Lord of Lancerota and Fuertaventura; he
determined to touch there, and feize himn, in order to procure a
good fun for his ranfom. Thefe men affured bim, that they
kuew the place fo well, that they could conduét him by night to
the Marquis's houfe. But when the fleet came off the iland,
they could not, even in broad day-light, fhew him the proper
. place for landing ; however, he anchored with his thips near Port
de Naos, fent ﬁvc or fix hundred foldiers athore, under the com-
mand of Sir John Berkley, who purfued the natives for fome
time, but without being abls fo overtake them, they were fo
fwift-footed ; and when he came to the town, he found nothing
left but a finall quantity of cheefe and wine, and whole teamns of
popith bulls and pardons. The caftle or fort was obandoned,
though 1t was (o ftrong that twenty men could have defended it
againft five hundred. And now as the Marquis, who was the
chief objet of their defeent, was no where to be fonnd, the troops
reimbarked, after having fuftained fome lofs by ficknels, from
drinking too plentifully of the wine which they found in the town;

Durineg the warbeween England and Spain which beganin the
year 1739, an Englifh privateer came into the bay of Las Playas, in
T'uertaventura, and landed aconfiderable bedy of men, who marched
intotheifland.  Butthey had not proceeded.far, whenamultitudeof
the natives, chiefly armed with clubsand flones, attacked them with
great fury, killed the greateft part of themn, and made the reft pri-
{foners,whowerefoon after fenttoTenerife, Six weeksafter this, {ome
other Englith privatcers landed two or three hundred men at the
fame place, and marched inland with colours flying and drums

beating.



THE CANARY ISLANDS, 221

Beating., The natives, enraged to find the ifland difturbed again
in fo fhort a time, determined to give thefe fecond invaders no
guarter ; and fo afiembling together, fell upen them. The Eng-
lith however received their attack with great bravery, and killed
many of them; Dut finding it utterly impoflible to defend them~
felves any longer againit fuch numbers (the natives being twenty
to one) threw down their amms, and begged for quarter, but in
vain, for the exalperated iflanders inhumanly butchered every one
of them..

In all probability, the Englifh mult have been deccived in their
notions of the number of inhabitants on the ifland ; for itappears,
when viewed from the {&a, to be uninhabited and defolate.

In the late war with Spain, two privateers, calied the Lord
Anfon and Hawke,. failed on a cruife among-the Azores and Ca-
nary Ilands. ‘The Hawke being near Porto de Naos, in Lance-
rota, and feeing fome veflels lying in the port, fhe attempted to
get at them, but could not, for nobody on board knew the pal-
fages throngh the rocks to the harbeur. Some time after fhe was
joined by her confort, the Lotd Anfon, when they jamntly attacked
the caftle, and Olenced its guns,  But not Anding the entrance of
the harbour, they went about 2 leaguc to the leeward, where they
fanded an hundred men. The natives affembled to the number
of about five hundred, and came down to the fea-fide to attack
them, placing 2 number of camels in the front, to ferve as «
breaft-work againft the enemy’s fire; but this did them no fervice,
for the feamen fuen broke the camels, and turned them upen their
mafters ; who, feeing the refolution of the invaders, began to fly
in great diforder, and left many of their cloaks behind, and about
five or fix men dead on the fpot. The feamen, on this occafion,
behaved with great prudence, for they would slot-puffue the fugi-

tives
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tives infand, but marched along-thore to Porto de Naos, their
boats keeping clofe by them, to which they might retreat at
pleafure, In their march they were frequently fired upon by the
natives, who fkuiked behind the recks; but by fending out fmall
parties of five or fix men each, they were foon difledged, and obliged
1o fiy. When the privateer's people came to Porto de Naos, they
found the place delerted, and every thing of value carvicd off.
And as the veffels which the Hawke wanted to cut out, had
made their cicape before fhe was joined by the Lord Anfon, the
men embarked, without attempting any thing againft the caftle.
This latter fired feveral fhot at the fhips, but was guickly filenced
by their great gans.  In this expedition the Englith loft only one
man, which was the Captain of the Lord Anfon, who was killed
on board his own fhip by a fhot from the caftle.

ArtroucH thefe iflands are little efteemed by the Spanith
government, yet in fact they ace of the utmoft value; for if they
were once fubdued by any other nation, Palma and Tenerife
would fall of courfe, becaufe they are fupplied with corn from
Lancerota and Fuertaventurx. Behides, the ports in Lancerota
would always be convenient retreats for the eruifing fhips of an
enewy, where they might careen, and be fupplied with pro= )
vifions.

Tue exports from hence are confined wholly to the other
iflands : thele are wheat, barley, maize, cattle, fowls, cheefe,
orchilla-weed, and goats fkins, falt and fome falt-hih 5 the two
laft are only exported from Lancerota. The wheat here is {mall-
grained, but very hard, clear, and good : it fells always in Tene-
rife at a higher price than either Englith or other Evropean wheat,
byone fifth.  The firlt wheat fown in this ifland was brought thi-
ther by Diego de Herrera, from Barbary,  About cight years ago,

: they
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they exported a number of camels from Fuertaventura to Jamaica
and other parts of the Englith Weft Indies. But fo foon as it was
known at Canaria and Tenerife, that Englifh fhips came to Fuer-
ventura and carried away camels, the General and Royal Audience
" prohibited that trade, for fear of lofing the breed, and raifing
the price of thofe animals.

Tue afles brought to Fuertaventura increafed fo faft that they
ran wild among the mountains, and did fo much damage to the
natives, by eating their corn and other grain, that, in the year 1¢g1,
they were obliged to affemble all the inhabitants and dogs in the
ifland, to endcavour to deftroy them; accordingly they killed no
lefs than fifteen hundred. Since that time there has not been any
more in the ifland than fufficient to fupply the inhabitants..

THEe exportation of corn is moft impoliticly probhibited from:
this ifland to any place except the reft of the iflands; by which
means in 2 year of great plenty it becomes of fo little value zs
fcarcely to pay for the expence of cutting it down. This confe-
quently makes them indifferent about raifing more than what they
ean conflume themfelves, or {fell in the other illands; o that in &
bad year, the iflanders ftarve for want, efpecially the inhabitants
of Tenerife, if they have not the good fortune to be fupplied from:

Europe.

"Tne imports herc are almoft all from the other iflands, efpeci-
ally from Tenerife, which is the centre of trade for all the Canary
Iftands. They confitt in Englifh woollen goods and German linens,
both of the coarfeft fabrics; brandy, wine, oil, fruit, planksand other
forts of timber, barks and fithing-boats, bees wax, houthold furni-
ture, tobacco and fnuff, foap, candles, and a confiderable quantity

of cafh, which they receive in the ballance of trade ; part of which
gOES.
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goes in payment of reat to the proprietors of the lands ; and the
reft te Gran Canaria, to fupport the charge of thelr law-fuits ;
for the natives of all the Canary iflands are generally extremely
litigious.

No thip goes immediately from Europe to thafe iflands, becaufe
the confummption of European commodities in them is o flow and
inconfiderable, that it would not be worth while. - With proper
management, a (hip of any nation in Burope, at war with Spain,
might touch at Lancerota and Fuertaventura, pafs for a neutral
veffel, and be fupplied with provifions: for the nativeshave nointer-
courfe with foreigners; therefore they cannot diftinguith an Eng-
lithman froma Hollander, Dane, or Swede; but whoever would pafs
for a Frenchman, muft go to mafs, otherwife he will be difcovered.

C H A P VI
Of the Ifland of Gran Canaria.

HITHERTO I have been deferibing the iflands that are
atmoft deferts when compared with the fertile and pleafant
one of Canaria, which, for the excellent temperature of its air,
and the plenty of good water, trees, herbs, and delicious fruits
that are found thereon, well deferves the name of the Fortunate
Iland.

THE north-eaft point of Canaria lies welt from the fouth-weft
end of Fuertaventura, eightecn leagues diftance: in clear wea-
ther, any of thofe iflands may be eafily feen from the ather. Ca-
naria is about fourteen leagues in length, nine in breadth, and
thirty-five in circumference, reckoning the length from the north-
caft point fouthward unto the point Arganeguin, and the breadth

' fromn
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from the port of Agaete, on the welt fide of the ifland, to that of
Gando, on the eaft. The inland part, or centre, is exceeding
high, and full of lofty mountains, which tower {o far above the
clonds as to ftop the current of the north-ealt wind that gene-
rally blows here s fo that when this wind blows hard on the
north fide of the mountains, it is cither quite calm on the other
fide, or a gentle breezc blows upon it from the fonth-wett.
Thele calms and cddy-winds, occafioned by the height of the
mountains above the atmofphere, extend twenty or twenty-five
Ieagues beyond them, to the fouth-weft, There are calms be-
yond or to the leeward of fome of the reft of the iflands as well
as Canaria; for thofe of Tenerife extend fifteen leagunes into the
ocean; the calms off Gomera, ten; and thofe off Palma, thirty.
I have been frequently in all the calms of the iflands, cxcepting
thofe of Palma; and from my experience of them, I may ven-
ture to fay, that it i1s extremecly dangerous for fmall veflels, or
open boats to venture within them, when the wind blows hard
without. It is true, indecd, the wind raifes the waves of the fea
to a4 mountainous hcighf; yet thole waves follow each other in a
regular fucceffion; for were they to fall confufedly one againit
another, no fhip would be able to fail on the ocean. Bat in a
ftorin, the wind driving the fea before it, each wave gives place
to the one which follows ; whereai in the calms of the Canary
Iflands, the fea not moving forward in the fame direGion with the
fca without, but being as it were ftagnate, or at reft, refifts the
waves that fall in upon it from without; and this refiftance caules
them to break jufl in the fame manner as the billows break upon
the fea-fhore, but with lels viclence on account of the different
nature of the refiftance. This breaking of the waves is only on
the verge of, or juft entering into the calms, for within them the
avater is {mocth and pleafant,

Gg Uron
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Uror fift coming into the calms, the waves may be (een
foaming and boiling like a pot, and breaking in all direc-
tions. When a veffel comes amongft them, fheils fhaken
and beaten by the waves on alt fides, in {uch a manner that one
would imagine the could not withftand it; however, this confu-
fien does not laft long, The belt way to manage a fthip enter-
jng the calins, is immediately to haul up the courfes, and di-
ligently attend the braces, 1o catch every puff of wind that offers,
in order to pufh the fhip into them as foon as pofiible.  The crew
muft not think it ltrange, to be obliged to brace about the yards
cvery two or three minutes, according as the wind veers and hauls;
but after a fhip 1s once fairly entered into the calins, fhe wil} ei-
ther find a dead calm and fimooth water, or a pleafant and conftant
breeze at fouth or fouth-weft, according as the wind blows with-
out, to which this eddy-wind, as 1 may call ir, always blows in
an oppofite direQlion.

ON the north-eaft end of Canaria is a peninfula, about two
Tcagues in circomference. The ilthmus by which it is conneded
with the main ifland, is about two miles in length, and a guarter
of a mile in breadth at the narrowelt part. On each fide of this
ifthmus is a bay, which is' expofed on the north-weft fide to the
fwell of the fea, and therefore an unfit road for thipping; but fmall
‘harks get in between a ledge of rocks and the (hore, acd lie there
fmooth and fecure from all winds and weather. Here the natives
sof the ifland repair their fmall vefiels,

ON the other fide of the ifthmus is a fpacious fandy bay, called
by fome Porto de Luz, and by others Porto de iletes, from
fome fleep rocks, or iflands, at the entrance of the bay towards
the north-cat. This is a good read for_ fhipping of any bur-
then, with all winds except the fouth-eaft, to which it is

$ o expofed ;
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expofed ; -but-that wind (which is not common here) feldom
blows fo-hard as to endanger fhipping.

Tue landing-place is in the very bight or bottom of the bay,
where the water is generally {o fmoath, that.a boat may lie broad-
fide to the fhore, without donger. At this landing-place ftands a
hermitage, or chapel, dedicated to St. Catherine, and a caftle,
mounted with a few guns, but of no ftrength. From thence
along fhore to the eaftward, at the diftance af a league, is the city
of Palmas, the capital of the ifland : between which, and the
above-mentioned caftle are two other forts, mounted with guns ;.
thele have no garrifons, except a few invalids. At the other end
of the city is another caftle called St, Pedro.  None of all thele
gre of any ftrength,

SurppiNG that difcharge their cargoes at Palinas, generally in
good weather anchor within half a mile of the town, for the
quicker difpatch ; but that place is not a good road. The city of
Palmas is of no firength to oppofe an attack ; buritis large, and
contains feveral fine buildings, particularly the cathedral of St.
Anne, with many churches, convents of Friars of all orders, and
nunnerics. ‘The privage houfes here are in general good, being all
built of ftone. The city is divided into two parts, which havea
communication. with gach other by a.bridge, thrown over a fmall
ftream of water. The number of inhabitants in Palmas I guefs to
be about fix thoufand.

Twue next port of any confequence is Gardo, fitnate on the
fouth-eaft part of the ifland. I never was there, ' butam informed
it is a good port for fhipping, with all winds except the fouth.
There you may be fupplied with good water and other refrefh-
ments. )

‘Gg2 . GAETE,
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GarTr, or Agaete, on the north-weil part of the ifland, 2
port with a caftle for its defence, It is frequented only by boats
that carry provifions, &c. from thence to Sauta Cruz in Tenerife.
The country near it is well watered, and abounds with fruit-
trees. From Gaete there is o high road to the vity of Palmas.

Tre whole coaft of Canaria, excepting at thefe ports, is gene-
rally inacceflible to boats or veflels, by realon of the breaking of
the fea upon it: even the leeward, or fouth-weft part of the ifland
is expoled to this inconveniency, although it is theltered by the
tand from the fwell of the trade-wind.

I7 js the fame on the liores of all the Canary Hlands, efpeci-
ally at the full and change of the moon, excepting thofe of Lan-
cerota and Fuertaventura,  Yet even to lceward of the latter of
thefe, the fhore is feldom free from furf. I imagine it will be no
ealy matter to account properly for this phenomenon.

TuErL are no inland cites, or large towns, in Canaria; but
many villages, the chief of which are Guldar and Telde.

AvrTroucH this ifland is high and mountainous, yet betweenr
the mountains, and near the {ea-coafl, therc are many plains, and
more level ground than in any of the Canary Iflands to the
weltward of it. '

CHAD.
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C H A P VIL
Of the Climate of Canaria, its Weather, Produce, &e.

THE temperature of the air is no where more delightful than
in the fland of Canaria. The heat in fummer feldom ex-
ceeds that which generally prevails in England in the months of
July and Augudl, and the coldeft part of the winter is not {harper
than with us about the end of May in a backward feafon. The
fame fort of winds blow here, at the fame periods, as at Lance-
rota and Fuertaventura ; but the northerly wind is not fo ftrong,
being only a gentle breeze that cools the air fo as to reader it
agreeably temperate.  The heavens here are {eldom overcall, the
{ky being alnolt continually ferene and frec from ftorins and thun-
der.  The only difagreeable weathor is when the {outh-caft winds
gome upon the ifland, from the great defert of Afvica; but thefe
rarelv happen, and do not Jaltlong.  They are very hot, dey, and
lifling, anddomuch damage to the froits of the earth by their per-
nicious quality, and allo by bringing clouds of locufts, that de-
vour every grevn thing where they alight. In the monatains, the
weather is different from what I have been defcribing ;5 for there.
it is very cold in winter, and the tops of them are uninhabitable,
by reafon of the fnow that falls there in that fealon, in greas
abundance.

To add to the excellent qualities of this climate, the air is ex-
ceeding wholefome, and the natives enjoy health and longevity be-
yond any people in the woild. I have had opportonities of ob-
forving that when they go with Europeans to hot unhealthy-
climates, they are the firft that fall fick and die.

Tuis
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Tuis ifland is well watercd, and abounds with wood of various
kinds : almoft cvery thing that is planted here, will thrive; and
the pine, palm, wild-olive, laurel, poplar, elder, breflos (a fort
of brufh-wood), diagon-tree (that yields gum), lena nuetla or
lighum Rhodivm, the aloes-throb, Indian fig or prickly pear, and
tubayba, grow fpontancoufly and without-cultivation, The latter
is a thrab, whofe branches have no leaves except at the extremi-
ties, When this thrub is it with a knife, or beaten with a flick,
it yields a glutinous fubftance, of a white colour.  The euphor-
bium-thrub grows here to a large fize, and in great plenty: I

.cannot imagine the reafon why the natives do not extrdct the

. juice, and ufe it for the bottoms of their boats and veflels, inftead
of pitch ; I am perfuaded it would an{wer better, and be an ef-
fedtual prefervative againft the worms. The tarrabala is a fort of
yew, or wild-pine; tihe retama, a withered (hrub without leaves,
not untike the branch of a vine, and fome of it grows to the thick-
nefs of a man’s wrift, There are many others befides thefe,
which T cannot defcribe. -All the large trees, except the palin,
that ave natural to the ifland, grow on the mountains near the
clonds, which defcending upon’them towards the cvening, fur-
nith them with moifture.

As to fruits, here are the 'ﬂmond walnut, chefht, apple, pear,
peach, apricot, cherry, pIu'n, mulberry, fig, banana, date, orange,
lemon, citron, lime, pomegranate, and in thort all the American
and Euvropean froits, except the anana, or pine-apple, ‘of which I
think there are none in thefe ifflands. Of grain they have wheat,
barley, and maize or Iudian corn; but peas, beans, and garra-
vanfas ¥ are fearce and dear: melons of different forts, potatoes,
botatas, yams, pomapions, the beft onions in the world, and many
wther kinds of roots ave found in plenty here, and all good in their

# .4 kind of horfe-beans, written generally Caravangas,

3 kind:
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kind : cabbages and fallads are not wanting. In fthort, in all the
Canary Iflands weftward of Fuertaventura, nature amply re-
wards the labourer for his toil in cultivating the ground.

ArTtroucs therc is more level and arable land in Canaria than.
in any of the iflands to the weflward of it, yet it bears no man-
ner of proportion to the flony, rocky, and barren ground, for
L imagine the hrft is to the laft as one to feven.  Yet if the pea-
fants had fuch liberty and fecurity for their property as thofe of.
England have, they could,. by a little induftry and expence, turn
the courfe of many rivalets of water upon their batren grounds,
and thereby render them very fruitful.

Bur the great check to induftry in cultivating the Iands here, .
is the imprudent condué of their governiment, which prehibits the
exportation of provifions in a plentiful fealon, and fixes a price
wpon them in the ifland. 'This laft, though done with a good
delign, is a rnoft pernicious practice; and tends dire@ly to make
& fearcity *.

Tue moft fertile part of Canaria- is the mountain of Dora-.
mas, fituated about two leagues from the city of Palmas; jtis
(haded by groves of different kinds of fragrant trees,. whofe Jofty
boughs are fo thickly interwoven as to exclude the rays of the fun.
The rills. that water thefe fhady groves,. the whifpering of the

* Whena famine happens in any country, and the poar flarve for want of food;,
why fhould the proprictars of corn be robbed, by being compelled to fell their mrain.
helow its real value | For every cominedity is juft worth what it will feteh.  Why
do not the rich, in fich a cafe (if they would be humane at . their owp coft) give
money to the poor, to enable them to parchale it at the current price ! Does che -
government in any country compel people, in a plentiful year, to buy more cam:
shin they con confume, in order that che merchants, who have a great.quantity on.
band, muy be nolofers?  Yetthisis jeft as reafonable as obliging the merchants or.
farmers to lower the price of their grain,

breeze-
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breeze among the trees, and the melody of the Canary-birds,
form a mofl delightful concert.  When a pei'fon'is-in one of thefe
inchanting folitudes, he cannot fail of calling te remembrance the
fine things the ancients have written of the Fortunate Hlands.

In contraft to this charming fcene, the upper part of the ifland
is totally barren and defolate, producing neither grafs or fhrab,
except a few of the above-mentioned retamas ; for it projects far
above the clouds, and therefore receives neither dew or rain, but is
e.xpofcd te a thin, dry, p:lrchipg wiid, that gencrally blows from
the weftern quarter, in dire&t oppofition to the trade~wind below,
or under the clouds: in the night this wefterly wind blows hard,
but lulis in the day-tune. In the winter-feafon the top of this
Mland is inanceeflible, being covered with fhow.

Tue prodigioue quantity of calcined ftones, afhes, and lava that
cover the preateft part of all the Canary Iflands, disfigure them
anuch, and render the ground unpleafant. The volcanos from
whence this matter proceeded, and which formerly burned, may
be difcerned in all quarters of this and the reft of the iflands; as
alfo the channels made by the fiery fireamis that flowed from them.
"Thofe are full of alhes, cipders, and a pumice-ftone of a heavier
kind than that which we bring from Naples. I have not heard of
any volcano buening in Canaria fince the conqueft.  Cerwoinly if
ever the firlt inhabitants of thofe 1flands abandoned them, and went

in queft of new habitations (as fome maintain} it muft be owing to
the dread they had of thofe maft terrible cruptions.

Tur wine of Canaria is good, but has not fuch a bedy as that of
Tenerift, and therefore not fo fit for exportation ; yet many P‘PCS

©of it are annually fent to the Spanith Weft Indies.

“FHILRE
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THERE 18 no o1l made in this or the other iflands, notwithftand-
ing olives have been planted in Canaria.  They grow indeed, and
bear fruit, but not to fogreat perfedtion as'in Spain, Barbary, and
other countries. Mach fugar was formerly made here; but the
great demand for the wines and brandies of this ifland in the
Spamifli ‘Weft Indies, ftopped the culture of canés, the natives
finding it rore advantageous to velt the produce of their wines at
the Havannah in fugar, than to tfaife it in their own country.
Honey abounds in Canaria, which is good, but of a black colour.

T'rE animals here are camels, horfes; dffes, a few mules, bul-
locks, fheep, goats, hogs, rabbits, fowls, turkeys, geefe, ducks,
partridges, crows, and Canary-birds, with fome others of the
{ame fize.

CaNaRIA is fometimes peltered with  iocufls, which are
‘brought thither by fouth-eaft winds from the defert, and devour
every green thing wherever they alight; but feldom vifit any of
the Canary Iflands, except this and Hierro, which are fituated
anore foutherly than the veft, A few years ago, {uch an immenfe
.quantity came to the fouth-eaft part of Canaria, that they covered
the fourth part of the ifland, and did infinite damnage.

‘Lizarps abound in this and all the other iflapds; buf we find
no fnakes, ferpents, fcorpions, or other venomous creatures,
excepting the fore-mentioned fpider of Lancerota, and a kind of
wiper peculiar to the ifland of Gomera; which, however, I can-
not find, upon the fricteft enquiry, to be at all hurtful.

Hh CHAP,
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C H A P VIL
Defeription of the Land of Tenerife.

OINT Anags, or Nago, the north-eaft end of 'Tenerife,

bears north-weft, about fixteen leagues diftant from the
north-weft part of Canaria; but from the faid part of Canaria to
the neareft part of Tenerife, the diftance Is not above twelve
leagues. This ifland is almoft triangular, the three fides being
nearly equal, and each about twelve leagues in length. In the
centre is the famous Pike of Tenerife, called by the ancient in-
habitants Teyde, which name it ftill retains with the prefent na-
tives, who call it El Pico de Teyde, I. e. the Pike of Teyde.

- Coming ja with the ifland, in clear weather, this Pike may
be eafily difcerned at the diftance of one hundred and twenty miles,
and in failing frem it, at one hundred and fifty miles diftance; it
then appears like a thin blue vapour or {moke, very little darker
than the tky. At a further diftance the hade difappears, and is
not diftinguifhable from the azure of the firmament. Before lofing
fight of this towering mountain, it feems a confiderable height
above the horizon, although by its diftance, and the {pherical fi-
gure of the earth, all the reft of the ifland (the npper part of
which is exceeding high) is funk beneath the horizon ; but in
generdl in filing towards Tenerife, when the trade-wind blows,,
the ifland appears as an hazinefs of the tky, or a clond, till with-
in the diftance of five or fix leagues, and then the points of the
land are firft confpicuous, and fhew like land.

AT a fmall diftance from the north-eaft point of the ifland,,
called Punto de Nago, are fome high perpendicular rocks; and five
6 at
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or fix Teagucs from thence, on the fouth-caft fide of the iiland, is
the bay or harbour of Santa Cruz, the moft frequented portof any
in the Canary Iflands : the beft road for fhipping here, is between
the middle of the town and a fort ar cafile, about a mile to the
northward of it. - In all that fpace, fhips anchor from a cable’s
length diftance from the fhore, in fix, feven, and eight fathoms
water, to half 2 mile, in twenty-five or thirty fathoms. Whena
thip lies any time in the road, itis neceffary to buoy hér cables, as
the ground is in fome places foul, and confequently they will be
apt to rub and fpoil. Here thips, if mobred with good cables
and anchors, may lie {ecure in all winds, although the bay is ex—
pofed and open to thole which blow from the north-eaft, eaft, and
fouth-caft: however, it is not above once in the {pace of four or five
years that. they blow fo hard as to caufe any confiderable damage.

SomE years ago, almoft all the thipping in the road were driven
on fhore by one of thefe gales : fome Englith fhips were at that
time in the bay, the crews of which prudently cut away their
mafts, and fo rode out the ftorm fafely. On that occafion fome
Spanith feamen there, publicly declared they faw the devil in the
height of the ftorm very bufy in aflifting the heretics,

Tn the middle of the town is a mole, built at 2 vaft expence,
for the convenience of landing. It runs to the northward, and
the outermoft part of it turms toward the fhore. In mild wea-
ther goods are landed ata creek among the rocks, near the cuftom-
houfe, at the diftance of a ftone’s caflt to the fouthward of
the mole.

In going from the mole into the town, there ¢ a {quare fort
on the left hand, named St. Philip’s, which is the principal one in
the bay: to the northward of it zlong hore, ar¢ fome forts

Hh 2 or
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or batteries, mounted with guns; the moft confiderable of which
is called Paffo Alto. Near it is a fteep rocky den, cr valley, be-
ginning at the fea-thore, and running a long way inland, which
would render any attack of an enemy on that quarter extremely
dificult. ‘There is another fort along fhore, to the northward
of this.

AT the fouth end of the town are {ome batteries; and beyond
them, clofe to the (hore, thiere is a fort called St. Juan. Al the
fea-fhore, from thence to the {fouthward, is generally inacceffible,
being naturally fencedl with.racks, on which the fuef hreaks almoft
continually. Al thefe forfs are mounted Wwith :cankon, and
joined to cach other by a thick ftone wall, which begins near the
racky den, and continues, with little interruption, ta fort St. Juan.
This wall is only breaft-high within, but higher withour, facing
the fca. The entry to the town from the fea-is at the mole, where
there is an open paffage between the wall and St, Philip's cafile,,
which-commands and guards this entry.

5aNTA Cruz is a large town, containing feveral churches;,
three convents of Friars, an hofpital, and the beft conflruted
private buildings of any of the Canary Iflands: it is in fadt the-
capital of them all, though the epifcopal fee and courts of judi-
cacure are in the city of, Palmas in the ifland of Canarin; but the
Governor-general of the iflands refides always in Santa Croz, where
there is continually a great concourfe of foreigners, as being the
gentre of the Canary-trade with Europe and America.,

Tur number of inhabitants I imagine to be about fix er feven:
thoufand. Thewatertheydrink is conveyedin open woodgn troughs,,
or fpouts, into the town, from a fpring ftuated beyond the above~
mentioned den or valley. Befides thefe thewe- are, in many.

heules;
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houfes of the town, pits of water, which ferve very well for the
purpofes of cookery, &ec. The town is not fortified on the land.
fide, as no danger is apprehended from that quarter. All the.
country neat Santa Cruz is dry, {tony, and barren.

~Apour four leagues to the fouthward of Santa Cruz, clofe to-
the fea, 18 a cave, with a chuarch oc chapel, called Our Lady
of Candelaria, in.which is an image of the Virgin Mary, held in.
as much reverence here, as the image of the great goddefs Diana:
was at Ephefus ; and this chapel is endowed with fo many orna-
ments, that it is the richeft place in 2ll the feven iflands,

AT acertain feafon of the year, almoft all the inhabitants of the
iland go thither in pilgrimage. I have met troops of young girls on
their way,. finging as they went, in a very agreeable manner, the-
praifes of the Virgin and the miraculous deeds of the image. It
would be in vain to endeavour to undeceive the natives here, with
refpet to the many incredible .flories related concerning this
image ; f{or, from the prieft to the meaneft peafant, every one ap-
pears to be convinced of its eficacious mediation and interceMion
with Heaven. I have heard fome Canary feamen declare,. that
when they were returning from the Spanith Weit Indies, and in
imminent danger of perifhing in a hard gale of wind, they faw Our’
Eady of Candelaria, in the night—-tiﬁ)c, in the height of the ftorm,
affifting them to reef and furl the fails, &c. And moreover they
affured me, that when they came home to-Tenerife, they were
told that in the morning after the very night in which they were
fo miraculoufly affifted by the Virgin, fhe was feen in the church
of Candelaria with her ¢loaths and hair wet with the [pray of the-
fea that came upon her while-employed:in that friendly: office.
T'wz account given of the firft appearance of this image in the-
iifand, as related by the author of the Difcovery and Conqueft, and:

- whi(.‘liz
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which perfe@ly agrees with what we are now told by the motlt
intelligent of the natives, is as follows: ¢ The exadt time when
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this image firfk camc to the ifland is not known; however,
therc 15 a confufed rumour that it was near an hundred years
before the conqueft @ according to the accounts of the oldeft
inhabitants, it was about the year r3go. Clofe to the fea-fhore,
near the wouth of a barrance or den, in a defert part of the
ifland, four leagues diftaut from the city of St. Chriftobal de la
Laguna, two fhepherds driving their flocks towards 2 cave on
the other fide of the den, in order to milk them as ufual, they
obferved the goats to ftop and turn back affrighted. The thep-
herds immediately hollowed and whiftled, in order to make
them go forward, but in vain, for the goats turned out of the
way and ran back; whereupon one of the fhepherds, fufpecing
that fome oune was lying In wait in order to fteal fome of
the fock, ftepped forward to fee what was the matter, where he
was {orprifed to behold the holy image ftanding upon a great
flone at the mouth of the den. Drawing nearer, he viewed it
with fear and admiration, not being accuftomed to féc any one
in fuch a firange and uncommon drefs. However, at laft he
difinifled his fears, and concluding it was a woman, he
made ligns to her to get out of the way, that the flocks might
pals: and this he did becaufe it was not cuftomary in Tenesife
for a man when lie met a woman alone on the road, or in 2 foli-
tary place, to {peak to her, but on the contrary to turn afide,

~As she flocks could not go to the cave without firft paffing the

mouth of the den, therefore he made figns to her ; but finding
the never moved, though he waited {ome time, he was pro-
voked at her-indecent and obflinate behaviour, and tock up
a ftone to throw at her, but could not caft it out of his hand, and
his arm, which was lifted up to throw the flone, continued im-
moveable in that pofture, and with great pain to him.

[ THB‘
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“ Tuc other {hepherd, feeing what paffed, went boldly up to

the image, examined it, and with a tavona, or ftharp flint, en-
deavoured to cut off its hand; but inftead of effe@ting this,
in the attempt he cut his own hand in fuch a manner that
a ftream of blood guthed cut. Blinded with wrath againtt the
image for what had befallen him, he made another attempt to
cut off its hand, butin vain, for inftead of exccuting his pur-
pofe, he cut his own hand a fecond time; fo that the thep-
herds remazined, the one with his arm firetched out, and the
other forely wounded. They concluded at Taft, that the image
came from Heaven ; and going to the King of Guimar, ia-
formed him of what had happened : who, when he luw themn
ftanding before him in that condition, believed what they had
related, and ordered the council to affemble at the Tagoror,
or Place of Judgment. The refult of that council was, that
the King and all the members went, with the whole people of
the diftri¢t of Guimar, to the place where the thepherds faw
the image. There they found it fill remaining in the fame
pofture: the Guanches were greatly ftruck with admiration and
reverence when they beheld the gravity and majefty of its ap-~
pearance ; but no one dared to touch ir, for fear of being pu-
nifhed after the fame manner as the two thepherds were.,

« Tur King at laft ordered thefe two men to approach the
image with reverence, and carry it to his houfe. They took.
hold of it accordingly, and immediately upon touching it,
were intirely healed, to the ne fmall aftonifhiment of the

fpectators.

“ Tug King being now convinced that the image was fent

£

from Heaven, declared it was too facred to be cargied by:

<« peafants, and therefore went himfelf, with fome.of his nobles,.

" and
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and taking it up with fear and reverence, they carried it in
this manner about the diftance of a munfquet fthot, whea it be-
came fo exceeding beavy that they could proceed with it no
further. When the King and his attendants perceived this,
they fell on their knces before the image, humbly befyeching
it to fet them place it where they intended; upon which it made
2 fign, and they lifted it up again, finding it quite light, and
proceeded to a cave, which was the King’s ftore-room or
pantry, and is about half a league diftant from the barranco
where the image firft appeared. Having brought it hither, they
placed it on fome goats fkins, where it remained, and per-
formed many wonderful miracles, as it ftill continues to da.
On the fpot where the image made a fign for the natives to go
on, the Chriftians have built an hermitage, called Nueftra Se-
nora del Soccore, i e. Our Lady of Succour.

« Tur Guanches® relate, that by means of this holy image
many miracles were wrought in the time of paganifm, before
the conqueft: and the Kings of the ifland fet apart a man and
2 woman to Jook after the image, and keep it clean. The na-
tives never approached it without a prefent of fome fheep,
the number of which increafed prodigioufly : they were called
the facred fheep; and no one was allowed to approach them but
the above-mentioned man and woman.

‘¢ Every year, on the Eve of the Purification of Qur Lady,
a great number of lights are feen going in proceffion round
the cave where this image is; and in the morning drops of
wax are found fcattered about on the fea-fhore.

_* In my author’s time, many of the Guanches ware known in diftinftion from
the Spaniurds ; but they are now confounded together, excepting a few Ramilics
about Candelaria, Ghuimar, and Chazna:  On preat foftivals, fome of thofe fani-
lies.claim the fole privilege of drefiing and adorning the image of the Virgin of Cag-

gelatia, ‘

2 “ Tus
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¢ “Te Chriftians, from this mirdculous appearance, intitled

« the image Oar Lady of Candblar‘:a- ~and alfo becaufe the

« holds a green candle in one: hand*: " in the othtr flic ‘has an

« infant Jefus, Dolding a g:ldcd bird ir exch hand, which can

<t be no other than the doves of -the purlﬁcauon of our blefled
s Lady the Virgin,

-

« Tuis image of the Virgin Mary in Candelaria is but fimall,
¢t being about two cubits or three feet in heiglit ; the colour of
¢ the face is {warthy, the garments blue and gold *¥. On them
#¢ gare certain Roman charadters, which no ong could exp}am un-
« til Gonzalo Argote de Molina, Provincial of the Hely- Brother-
< hood of Andalufia, gave us the following:interpretation:

-

¢ Qv the veftment near the neck are the: following twelve let-
<« ters; T,LE, B, F, & E, P, M, E, R, I, with a refe of four
¢ Yeayes betwixt each. He makes them to be-initials of the fol-
+ lowing. words, Tu Iluftra Es Patri Filio Spiritui fanéto Et Pia’
<« Mater Ejus Redemptoris Jelu .

« O the girdle; N, A, R, M, P,R,L, M, O, T, &; R, E.
¢« Which feem to be initials of Noftrum Altiffimum Regem Ma-
¢ ria Peperit Redidit Libertatem Maria Omnibus Teftis A Regt
Erebi J.

L

L[4

« And on the border of the fleeve, near the green candle, are
¢ thefe four letters, L, P, V, R; which he interprets after this
¢ manner, Lucem Perpetuam, Vobis Reddidi ||.

"

* I {fuppofe the garmentis of the fame fubftance with the image ; bur my author
is flent in this mateer.

- Thou art illultrious {or glorious) in the Eather, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and
Mother of the Redeemer, Jefus,

1 Mary broupht forth our moft high King, fhe gave: liberty ta all’ thofe impris
foned by the king of el

§ T have given to you the cternal life,

e

Ii “ On
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« On the tail of the garment are thele fourteen. letters, ¥, N,
«“N,1,P,E P, N,E, I, F, A, N, T: which, according to his
‘ explanation, are initials of thefc words, Ifta Neguaquam Ni-
“« yariz In Perpetuus Effugict Pio Nomine Evocato Infula For-
«“ tanate Adverfatius Nollum *.”

-

Tur reafon of my being {o particular in defcribing this image,
is to afford light to fome curious and learned perfon, by which
he may form fome judgment of its antiquity.

SoyTHwaRrD from Candelaria is Point Prieta, the fouth-weft
pointoftheifland ; fromthence thecoaft tends weftwardtolaMonta-
na Roxo (i. e. the Red Mountain); and from thence north-north-
wefl to Point Teno, the north-weft point of the ifland. Al this
coaft is barren, and almoft uninhabited, except about half way
between Montana Roxa and Point Teno; or rather nearer to
Teno, is the bay of Adexe, or, as it is pronounced, Adehe;
. where large fhips may anchor. I never was in it, but am in~
" formed that it is open to the fouth-weft, and but litde frequented,
except by boats from the ifland of Gomera, which lies over-
againft it. Near Adehe the Count of Gomera has a houfe and
fomne lands, on which he keeps a thoufand negro flaves, for plant-
ing of fugar-canes and preparing fugar. It is hard to know his mo-
tive for maintaining thofe negroes in a country that abeunds with
poor labouring white people, who, with all their induflry, can
hardly earn enough to buy food fufficient to keep foul and body
together. © Was he to fell all thofe flaves in the Spanith Weft
Indies, 1 am certain the annusl intereft of the nett produce of the
fale would bring him in more than the prefent clear income of all
his fugar-works and eflates in Tenerife, Gomela, and Hierro;

* ‘This will never Jeave Niwaria @ its plous pame invoked, the Fortunate Iflands
Mall fedr no adverfury.

.r()f,
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for, as I am credibly informed, it amounts to no mote than fifteer
hundred pounds per annum, The only reafon 1 can affign for
fuch ftrange mifinanagement, is a certain Jow pride he has in being
lord of a thoufand flaves,

In the neighbourhood of this port there are fome mountains
that are covered with ftately pines, and are very caly of accefs ;
for this reafon the inhabitants of Gomera generally come hither
for the wood which they ufe in building, the woods of their own
ifland heing more difficult of accefs.

Berwren. Adehe and Point Teno the fhore is about half a niife
in height, and perpendicular as a wall, Several fireams fall
down from the fummit into the fea,

Point Tene runs a confiderable way into the fea, in the form of
a crefcent : behind 1t, to the fouthward, the fea is very fmooth,
when the trade-wind prevails, which, in blowing weather, makes
a great fea to the northward of the point. I never was at an
anchor there, but have pafled near it feveral times, and by what
then | had an opportunity to obferve, 1 judge it to be a con-
vement port.

Frow Teno the land ftretches away eaft-north-eaft and north-
eaft-by-eaft, to Point Nago, the north-caft end of the ifland, from
whence we fetout.  ‘This fide of Tenerife has quite a different af-
peé from the other two already defcribed; for in viewing it frpm
the fca, we perceive a number of villages, woods, vineyards, and
corn-fields, that make a moft agreeable appearance,

AtroNg fhore, te the north-caft of Teno, is the village of St/
Tago; and thrce leagues, in the fame direQion,  from that point
Iiz 15,
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is the village of Buenavifta, fituated among the vineyards, near
the fea ; but we meet with no port until we advance above two
leagues further, where there is 2 haven called Garrachica, for-
merly the beft port in the ifland, being then a bay in the form of
o horfe-fhoe, but was deftroved in the year of the carthquakes
{for fo the natives termed the year 1704), and filled up by the
rivers of burning lava that flowed into it from a volcano ; info-
much that houfes are now built where thips formerly lay at an-
chor ; yet veffels come to Garrachica in the fummer, and lic fe-
cure with the trade wind, which at that feafon commonly blows
there at eaft-north-eaft. Some time after the year of earthquakes
the following account of them was writen, and which is recorded
in feveral deferiptions of the Canary Iflands,

« In the year 1704, there happened the moll alarming in-
flance of this kind that had ever been known., The earth--
« quake began the 24th of December, and, in the {pace of three
4« hours,_ wwenty-nine fhocks were felt.  After this they became
« {o viclgnt as"to rock all the houfes on their foundations, and
“ oblige the inhabitants to abandon them. The conflternation
¢ became univerfal, and the people, headed by the Bifhop, made
«¢ proceflionsand public prayersintheopen fields.  Oa the 3ift, a
« great light was obferved on Manja, towards the White Moun-
tains. Here the earth opened, and two volcanos were formed,
which threw; up fuch heaps of ftones as to raife two confiderable
mountains ; 2nd the combultible matter which &ill continged
to. be. thrown up, kindled above fifty fires in the neighbour-
“<hood. In this fisuation things remained till the sth of January,
when the {un was totally obfeured by the clounds of fmoke and
flame, which continually increaled, and angmented the con-
fternation and terror of the inhabitants, Belore night, the
s wholetceuntry, for threeleagnes round; was laid in flames by

%1 . the
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the flowing of liquid fire, with the rapidity of a torrent, inta
«¢ all quarters, and caufed by another volcano, which had opened
* by at leaft thirty different vents within the circumference of half
“ a mile, towards Oratavia. What greatly increafed the horror
s of the feene, was the violence of the fhocks, which never once
 remitted, but by their force totally overthrew feveral houfes,
¢ and fhook others to their very foundations, while the miferable
“ inhabitants were driven defencelefs and difmayed into the open
« fields, where they expedted every moment to be fwallowed up
‘¢ by fome new gulph. The noile of the volcano was heard twenty
¢ leagues off at fea; and it is credibly attefted that the fea (hook
at that diftance with [uch violence as alarmed the mariners,
¢« who imagined the fhip had firuck upon a rock, till the conti-
¢ puance of the motion gave them the firft intimation of the real
¢ canfe. A torrent of fulphur, and melted ores of different
kinds, ruthed forth from this Iaft volcano, towards Guimar; the
< houlfes and public buildings of which place were thrown down
¢ by the violence of the accompanying earthquake. On the 2d
of February another volcano broke out in the town of Guimar,
¢« which fwallowed up and entirely annihilated a large church,
« 'Thus, from the 24th of December to the 23d of February,
¢ the inhabitants were kept in conflant alarms by continucd
« fhocks of earthquakes, and by terrible volcanos breaking out
“ in different quarters of the ifland,”

L

-

i

e

-
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GarracrIca is ftill a town of note, and ptetty large, con-
taining feveral churches and convents of both fexes. It has z
finall trade for wines and brandy, which ace generally fent from
hence in barks, or large open boats, to'Santa Cruz or Port Orotava.
" Several veflels are built here, fome of three hundred tons burthen-
and upwards, which are firong and durable.

Twe
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Two leagues to the eaftward of Garrachica ftands a town called
the Port of Orotava, the fituation of which is erroncoully laid
down in all our fea-charts, which place it three or four leagucs
nearer to Point Nago than it really is.

Tar marks by which a firanger may find Port Orotava are
thefe: it lies about half way between Teno and Point Nago, but
rather nearer to the latter, and cloft in to the fea-thore. Above
it, about a league inland, is another towi, fomewhat larger,
called Villa de Orotava; between thefe are two fmall hills, fhaped
like fugar-loaves. No boat will go from hence to a (hip in the
offing until the approaches within a mile of the thore, when the
pratique-boat puts a pilot on board, who brings her into the road,
which is about a mile to the weftward of the town, wherc thipping
lie moored in forty or fifty fathom water. This is a good port
in the fummer-{eafou, or from the beginning of May to the end
of O&ober; but in the winter, fhips are often obliged to {lip
their cables and put to fea, for fear of being {urprifed by a north-
weft wind, which throws in a heavy fea upon this coalt, But
thefe winds rarely happen, and commonly give warning before-
hand, fo that thips have time to get away. The pilot that boards
a fhip on her arrival, remains there uniil the departs. Thele pilots
are very careful to flip and put ta fea, when they apprehend any
danger. It is commonly calm in this road ; but there is almolk
always a long northerly fwell, that caufes thips to roll very much,
fo that one would be apt to imagine it almoil i_rnpoﬁibl_e to load a
cargo there.

Trz landing-place is near to the middle of the town, whereis '
a final] creek or haven among the rocks. There large boats load
wines, &c. and carry them oftf to the fhips in the road, Each of
thefe boats generally carries fifteen or twenty hands, which heift
the
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the wines aboard, and ftow them away with amazing quicknefs
and dexterity, even when a thip rolls from gunwale to gunwale;
which is often the cafe in this road.

Port Orotava is a place of confiderable trade, and has flourithed
greatly fince the deftruction of the harbour of Garrachica: it conw
tains fome good private buildings, two churches, two convents of

 Friars, and two of Nuns, Ateach end of the town is a black fandy
bay; along the northermoit is a low ftone wall, built ta prevent
an enemy from landing : at the other bay is a fmall fort or caftle,
for the fame purpofe; and between them, at the landing-place,
a battery of a few canoon. But the furf that continually breaks
dpon the fhore, is a better defence than if it were garrifoned by
ten thoufand of the beft troops.

PorT Orotava is plentifully fupplied with good water, which
is conveyed to it, from a rivolet at a great diftance, in open wooden
fpouts or treughs. About half way from Port Orotava to Point
Nago, is a point of land, and behind, or to leeward of it, a fmalk
bay or anchoring-place, called Puerto de Madera, Between which:
and Orotava are fome landing-places of lefs note, lying behind:
points, whete boats load wine for Port Orotava or Santa Cruz o
but from Puerta de Madera to Point Nago the fhore is high,
rocky, and fleep, confequently inacceffible. Having now deferibed
the fea-coaft of the ifland, Ik fhall preeeed to give an account of
the inland parts.

ApovuT four miles inland from Santa Cruz, ftands the city of
St. Chriftobal de la Laguna, i. ¢, 5t, Chriftopher of the Lake..
The road to it from Santa Cruz is a pretry fieep afcent, till you
comc within a fmall diftance of the town, which is fituated in the
corner of a large plain, about four miles in length, and about &

mile
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mile i -breadth. ‘This city is the capital of the ifland, and con-
tains. two parifh churches, three conveots of Friars, two of Nuns,
and three hofpitals, two of which aig for the venereal difeafe and
the other for foundlings; with many handfome private buildings:
the convents of Friars are of three different orders, viz, the Au-
guttine, the Dominican, and the Francifean; and thofe of the
Nuns, Dorminicans of 8t. Catharine and Francifcans of St. Clara.
The Jefuits have 2 houle here, where only two of that order re-
fide, having found little or no encouragement for more in the
place.  The water which the inhabitants drink, is conveyed in

troughs or fpouts to the town, from the mountains fitvated to the
fouthward of the plain.

I this city there is no trade, nor any fhew of bufinefs, it be-~
ing chielly inhabited by the gentry of the ifland, particularly the
“officers of juftice, fuch as the Corregidor and his Tiniente or
Lieutenant; the Regidores or Cavildo; with the Judge of the
Indies, who prefides in the India-houfe, where.all matters relat-
ing to the Weft India commerce are managed : here is alfo an Of-
fice of Inquifition, with its proper officers, {ubjedt to the Tribu-
nal of the Holy Office at Gran Canaria. Notwith{tanding oll
thole people refide here, the city appears to a ftranger pafling
through it, as defolate and almoft nninhabited; for he can hardly
fec any body in the firects, in the moft frequented of which he
may obferve grafs growing. A perfon who has been in Hollend,
and compares 5t. Chriftobal de Ie Laguna with Santa Cruz, will
naterally think of the difference between the appearance of Delft
and Amfterdam, )

Ar the fouth fide of the city, or rather behind it, isa lagona
{i. ¢. alake), about half 2 mile in circumference, from which the
city takes its name, which is dry in the fummer-feafon, but in the

winter
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winter full of ftagnant water. This city, fitvated on a plain, and
elevated 2 great height above the fea, is extremdy cold in winter,
and cxpofed to the wind i all feafons.  When the trade-wind
blows frefh at north-north-eall and north-eaft in the bay of Santa
Cruz, the north-wett wind prevails here, and blows generally
with great vehemence. The inbabitants of Laguna have planted
an avenue of trees on the brow of the hill, or extremity of the
plain, juft where the road defcends to Santa Cruz 5 but, by the
violence of the wind, they are all bent to the fouth-eaft, and
ftripped of their leaves: they were obliged to build circular walls
around each of them when they were planted, to fecure them from
the wind until they were ftrong enough to refift its force.

From the weflern extremity of the plain of Laguna the road
defcends to la Mantinza de Centejo, a large village, chiefly in-
habited by peafants: it is in the midway hetween Santa Cruz and
Port Orotava.  From thence tola Vilia de Orotava the country
abounds with habitations ; for ou the right hand are the large vil-
lages or rather towns of Tacoronte, Saufal, and la Rambla, be.
fides many fmall villages and detached houfes.  La Villa de Oro-
tava, about three leagues inland from Port Orotavs, is a large
place and contains feveral churches, convents of Friars and Nuns,
with a number of ftately private buildings of ftone. A rivulet
" runs through the midft of the town, which fupplics the inhabi-
tants with water, and refrefhes their gardens and orchards. This
place appeared to me to be about as large again as Port Orotava.

Continuing the fame rounte to the wellward, the next town is

Realeje s being alarge place, fituated about a league or four miles

_beyond Ia Villa de Orotava, and furrounded with vineyards. Al
thefe places are populous, and fituated a Little way from the feg,

from whence moft of them may be feen; and indeed no habita~

tions here are at a greater diftance from it than three leagues, The
: Kk - whole
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whole ifland continves rifing on all fides from the fea, tillit termi=
nates in the Pike, which is the centre.  ‘The north fide is the moft

fertile, and afcends more gradually than the others, particulatly

a2 fpace along the fhore about three leagues in breadth, bounded.
on the fides by high mountains, or rather cliffs ; but inland, or-
upwards from the fea, it rifes like a hanging garden all the way,.
without any confiderable interruption of hills or valleys, till you

come within a league of the clouds. In the weflern border of:
this fpace is fitnated Realejo ;. and on the eaftern, La Rambla..
Between them are the towns of Orotaya and Port Qrotava,. with.
2 nariber of detached habitations feattered about from the fea-
fhore upwards to the clouds, in or beyond which are o houfes.
or habitations ; yet the clonds are not higher than the middle

diftance between the fea and the {ummit of the Pike. All the-
fertile ground, within a leaguc of the fea, is covered with vines;.
that of the next league produces corn ; and the third,. fome corn,.
woods of chefnut-trees,. and many other different.forts, particu-

farly brefos, which arc ufed by the natives for fuel. Above-
thele woods are the clouds, which, in fine weather, toward the

evening generally defeend  gradually,. and reft upon thofe woods-

until the morning,, when they reafcend about a league, and there-
remain until the fucceeding evening.. In that height of the ifland.
where they reft in the day-time, there was formedy a great
quarntity of ftately pinc-trees ; but being eafy to come at, they were:
almoft all cut down by the inhabitants of the adjacent villages, o

that few now remain in this part which [ am deferibing ;- but in.
other: places of the ifland in the fame altitude, and which are di-

flant from any habitations, there are. great numbers of them..
From Orotava, a(‘cendi}lg to the {ummit of the illand, leaving the:
Pike * on the right hand, and then defeending to the {fouth-weft,,

% 1 do not confider the Pike as the top of the ifland, but rather-as 2 hill or.
rrounsuin upew it

Wi
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we come to the town of Chaznga, called by fome Villa Flor,
where thert_: is a convent of Friars; near it is a well of an acid
‘water, which has a medicinal quality, and is reckoned an efii-
cacious remedy for mdny diforders, but pernicious and fatal to
thofe who drink it when troubled with the venereal difeafe. On
the fouth-eaft of the ifland, inland from Candelaria, is the town
of Gui'miir,‘ a confiderable place, but, like Chazna, remote from.
other habitations :. both thefe towns have fome families Jiving
in them, who know themfelvesto be the genuine offspring. of
the Guanches. I have leen and converfed with fome of thefe
people; but they could not gratify my cariofity in any thing con~
cerning the manners and cuftons of their anceftors, . whode lan-
guage they have entirely loft. They appeared to me to be of a
fairer complexion than the Spaniards of the province of Andalufia.
Abovel, or inland from Garrachica, is Ico, a large and populous
itown, sbounding with wealthy people: here are fome manufac-
itures of filk, particularly ftockings, whiclh are exported w the-
Spanith Welt Indies. Befides thofe places already defcribed, are
.many {mall villages, particularly weftward from Realejo, towards
Tco and Buenavifta; alfo .in the mountains, between the city of
Laguna and Point Nago, are many pleafant romantic little valleys
and hollows, well watered, and abounding with fhady groves :
hefe are the nroft agreeable places in the ifland s Dut the gentry of
Tenerifc have no tafke for country-houfcs or folitary. retirements,
-chufing rather to live in towns. ‘The inhabitants of thofe moun-
tains are fairer than the other inhabitants of the ifland ;" probably
they are the offspring of thofe fair people who lived on the north
fide of ;he:.iﬂand, of whomn mention is made in the Hiflory of the
Difcovery and Conqueft,

Consiprring the nuinber of largeand populous towns fituated
in Tenerife, with the villages, and detached habitations, it will
Kkz be
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be no furprize to underftand that this iland, when the laft account
was taken, contained no lefs than ninety-fix thoufand perfons.
Indeed it is computed to contain as many inhabitants as alt the
reft of the feven iflands together. [ never heard the nomber of
any of them calculated, but Tenerife, Palma, and Hierro: the
fecond of thefc is faid to have thirty thoufand inhabitants, and the
laft one thoufand ; thefe added, fall thort of the number in Te-
nerife by fixty-five thoufand, which, according to the above-
mentioned computation, remains to be divided among the iflands
Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gran Canaria, and Gomera., I fup~
pafe then, by what 1 have had opportunity of obferving, that Fuer-
taventura may contain ten thoufand perfons; Lancerota, eight
thoufand ; Gomera, feven thoufand ; and Canaria, forty thoufand.

Brrore [ leave the defeription of Tenerife, it will not be im-
ptaper to give fome account of the Pike, fo much taken notice
of by all who have had occafion to pafs near it and obferve its
prodigious height.

C H A P IX.
Of the Pihe of Tenerife.

IN the beginning of the month of September, 1761, about four
o'clock in‘the afternoon, I fctout on horfeback, in company
with a Mafter of a fhip, from Port Orotava, to vifit the Pike.
We had with us a fervant, a maleteer, and a guide : after afeend-
ing about fix miles, we arrived, towards fun-iee, at the mofk
diftant habitation from the fea this way, which was in a hollow,
Here we found an aquedudt of open troughs or {pouts, that con-
veys witer down from the head of the hollow.  Here our fervants
witered the cattle, and filled fome fimall barecls with water, to

' ferve



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 253

ferve us on our expedition. While they were thus employed,
we alighted and walked into the hollow, which we found to be
very pleafant, abounding with many trees that fent forth an odo-
riferous fmell, Near the hounles are fome fields of maize or In-
dian corn: in feveral places on this {ide of the ifland, the natives
have two crops of this grain.  Mounting again, we travelled for
{ome time on a fteep road, and got into the woods and the clouds
juft as it grew dark ; we could not well mifs our way, the road
being bounded on both fides with trees or bulhes, which were
chiefly laurel, favine, and brefos or bruthwoed : having travelled
about a mile, we came to the upper edge of the wood above the
clouds, where we alighted, made a fire, and fupped; fome
time after we lay down to fleep under the buthes., About half
an hour after ten, the moon fhining bright, we mounted again,
and travelled flowly two hours, through an exceffive bad vroad, re-
{embling ruins of {tone buildings [cattered over the ficlds. After e
got out of this road, we came upon finall light white punri€e-flone
like peas or thingle. Here we rode at a pretty good pace for near
an hour, The air now began to be very fharp, cold, and plereing,
and the wind blew ftrong about fouth-weft or weft-fouth-weft.
Our guide advifed us to alight here, as it was a convenient place,
and reft till four or five in the morning. We followed his coun-
fel, and entered into a cave, the mouth of which was built up to
about a man's height, to prevent the wind and cold from getting
in. Near this place we were {o lucky as to find fome dry wi-
thered retamas, which was the only fhrub or vegetable we {awe
hereabout ; with thele we made a great fire to wamm ouvrfelves,
and then fell afleep, but were foon aswaked by an itching of the fkin,
which we imagined proceeded from fleas, but was owing to the
cold thin air, want of reft, and fleeping in our cloaths; a thing
I have known to happen to people cn fuch expeditions. We pafled
away the time here as well a3 we could ; bot while we crept fo

: 6 near
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near the fire that one fide was almoft fcorched, the other was he-
- nombed with cold.

Asout five in the morning we mounted again, and travelled.
flowly about 1 mile, for the road here was rather too fteep for
travelling on horfeback, and our horfes were now fatigued. At
Jaft we came among fome great loofe rocks, where was a fort of
«cottage built of loofe flones: the name of this place our guide told
us was Eftancia de los Inglefles (i. e. the Englith pitching-place),
fa called, 1 imagine, from fome Englith people refting there on
their way to vifit the Pike, for none go that journey but forcigners
and fome poor people of the ifland, who earn their bread by ga-
thering brimftone ; the Spanifh gentry having no curiofity of this
kind. Here we alighted again, the remainder of our way being
too fteep for riding, and left one of our fervants to look after the
cattle, and then proceeded on our journey afoot. We walked hard
to get ourfelves aheat, but were foon fatigued by the fleepnels of
the road, which was alfo loofe and fandy. When we got to the top
of this rifing or hill, we came to a vaft number of looft great
ftones, whofe furfaces were flat: each of thole flones or rocks
was, ona medium, about ten fectevery way. This road was not
{o fteep as the other, but we were obliged to travel a confiderable
-way over the rocks, leaping from vne to another, for they were nox
all quite clofe to each other. Among thefe is a cavern, where is
a well, or natural refervoir, into which we defcended by aladder,
-which the poor people placed there for that purpofe.  This ca-
vern is fpacious within, being almioft ten yards wide and twenty in
Teight - all the ‘bottom of it, except juft at the fect of the lad-
der, is covered with water, which is about two fathoms deep, and
‘was then frozen towards the inner edges of the cave: we attempted
to drink of this water, but could not, by realan of its exceflive
caldnefs ; Lhowever, our guidd filled a bottle,” which he had pur-
: : polely
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purpofely brought from the Eftancia, After travelling about a
quarter or half a mile upon the great ftones or rocks, we came
to the bottom of the real Pike, or fugar-Toaf, which is very fteep,.
and to add to the difficulty of afcending, the ground is loofe and
gives way under the feet, and confequently extremely fatigoing ;.
for although the length of this eminence isnot above half a mile,
yet we were obliged to {top and take breath I believe thirty times ;.
at faft we got to the top, where we lay about a quarter of an hour
to reft ourfelves, being quite fpent with fatigue.. When we left
the Eftancia in the morning, the fun was juft emerging from the.
clouds, which were fpread out under us at a great diftance down~
ward, appearing Like the ocean.. Above the clouds, at a vaft di-
france to the north, we faw fomething black, which we imagined
to be the top of the ifland of Madeira.. We took the bearings of
it by a pocket-compals, and found it to be exactly in the direc-
tion of that ifland from Tenerife : but before we got to the top-
of the Pike, it difappearcd. We faw from hence the tops of the-
iflands Palma, Gomera, Hierro, and Gran Canavia; they feemed.
to be quite near, but we could neither perceive Lancerota or Fuer-
taventura, becaufe they are not high enough to pierce the clouds.
Unfortunately we did not find the air quite clear and free from
clouds, otherwife I know not but we might have feen Madeirs,,
Porto Santo, and even the neareft part of Mount. Atlas, which is
about an hundred leagues diftant from hence ; for although T
{aig before, that viewing the Pike from the ocean, it could not.
be diftinguifhed from the fky farther off than an hundred and fifty-
or an hundred and fixty miles; y(.t it muft be obferved that the ajr
above the clouds is by far thinaer, more pute, and freer from va-
pours- than the air below ; for before we came to the Eftancia de-
los Ing]cﬁes we obfervcd the moon- and ftars to fhine with un- .
common brngtntfs ; befides, the fphen ical igure of the earth could

_ not prevent owr fecing Mount Atlas, becaule its fammig. and that-
2 : of”
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of Tenerife, by reafon of their immenfe height {although fis
far afunder) would yet be fur exalted above the horizon,  Bug
whetler or not vilton extends o far as what I am now hinting, 1
leave to others to determine.

ArTeER we had refted fome time, we began to look about and
obferve the top of the Pike, Its dimenfions feemed to be exadlly
as deferibed by one Mr. Eden, whofe journey to the Pike we find
related in fome of our accounts of the Canary Iflands. Ide fays
the Jength is about an hundred and forty yards, the breadth
ap hundred and ten. It is hollow, and fhaped within like 2 beil
fubverted. From the edges or upper part of this bell, or caul-
dron, as the natives call it, to the bottom is about forty yards, In
many parts of this hollow we oblerved finoke and teams of ful-
-phur ifluing forth in puflfs, The heat of the ground in fome par-
ticular places was fo great as to penetrate through the foles of
our [hoes to our feet: fecing fome fpots of carth or foft clay, we
tried the heat with oor fingers, but could not thruft them ir'1 far-
ther than half an inch, for the deeper we went, the more in-
tenfe we found the heat. We then took our guide's ftaft, and
thrutt it to the depth of three inches into a hole or poraus place,
where the {moke feemed to be thickeft, and held it there about
a2 munute, and then drew it ont, when we found it burned to
charcoal. 'We gathered here many picces of maft curious and
beautiful brimftone of all colours, particularly azure bluc,
green, violet, yellow, and fearlet. But what chiefly enguged
the attention of my companion, was the extraordinary and
uncommon appearance of the clouds below us, at a great di-
ftancc ; they feemned like the ocean, only the furface of them was
not quite fo blue and {mooth, but had the appearance of very
white wool; and where this cloudy ocean, as I may call it,
tpuched the thore, it feemed to foam like billows breaking on the

thore.
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thore, When we afcended through the clouds, it was dark; but
when we mounted again, between ten and eleven, the moon thone
bright, the clouds were then below vs, and about 2 mile diftane :
we took them for the ocean, and wondered to fee it fo near;
nor did we difcover our miftake until the fun arofe. When we
defeended to the clouds, in returning from the Pike, and entered
within them, thcy appeared to us as a thick fog or mift, of the
confiftence of thofe we frequenly e in England: all the trees of
the fore-mentioned woods, and our cloaths, were wet with iz,

TwuE air on the top of the Pike was thin, cold, piercing, and
of a dry parching nature, like the fouth-cafterly winds which I
have felt in the great delert of Africa, or the Levanters in the
Mediterranean ; or even not unlike thofe dry eafterly winds which
are frequent in the northern parts of Eovrope, in clear weather,
in the months of March or April,

In afcending the higheft part of the mountain, called the fugar-
loaf, which is very fteep, our hearts panted and beat vehemently,
“{o that, as I obferved before, we were obliged to reft above thirty
times, to take breath ; but whether this was owing to the thinnefs
of the air caufing a difficulty of refpiration, or to the uncommon
fatigue which we fuffered in climbing the hill, I cannot deter-
mine ; but believe it was partly owing to the one, and partly to
the other. Qur guide, a flim, agile, old man, was not affefted
in the fame manner with us, but climbed up with eafe, like a goat;
for he was one of thofe peor men who earn their Jiving by gather-
ing brim{tone in the cauldron and other volcanos, the Pilee itfelf
being no other, though it has not burnced for fome years pait, as
may be plainly underftood by the natwre of its fubftance ; and
indeed all the top of the ifland f(hews evident marks of fome
terrible revotution that has happened in Tenerife; for the {ugar-
L1 loaf
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Toaf is nothing elfe than earth mixed with afhes and calcined ftones,
thrown out of the bowels of the earth: and the great fquare ftones,
before-deferibed, feem to have been thrown out of the cauldron
or holiow of the Pike, when it was a volcano. The top of the
Pike is inacceflible in every way but that by which we went up,
viz. by the eaft fide. Its fleepelt part is on the north-welt, to-
wards Garrachica. We tumbled fome loofe rocks down from that
quarter, which rolled a vaft way, till we loft fight of them.

Having furveyed every thing worthy of obfervation, we re-
turned to the Eftancia, where our horfes were left; the whole
time fpent in defcending from the top of the Pike to this place
was only half an hour, although the afcent took us up about two
hours and 2 half. It was now about ten in the morning, and the
“fun fhone fo exceflively hot a5 to oblige us to take fhelter in the
cottage ; being exceedingly fatigued, we lay down there, intend-
ing to fleep, but could not for the cold, which was fo intenfe
under the fhade, that we were obliged to kindle a fire to keep
purfelves warm.

ArTer taking fome repofe, we mounted our horfes about noon,.
and defcended by the fame way that we went up, and came to-
fome pines, fituated about two miles above the clouds: between
thefe pines and the Pike grows no herb, fhrub, tree, or grafs, cx~
cepting the fore-mentioned retama. About five of the clock in
the evening we arrived at Orotava, not having alighted by the
way to ftop, only fometimes to walk where the road was too i’(ee:pi
for riding. 'The whole diltance we rode in the five hours {pent
in coming down from the Efuncia to Orotava, we computed
ta be about fiftecn Englith miles, travelling at the rate of three
miles an hour: fuppofc then we dedud five of thefe for wind-
iugs and turnings, the diftance from the fea to the Eftancia, ina
{trait line, will be about ten miles; which, if carefully compared

7 ) with
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with the afcent of the road®, I reckon will make the perpendicular
height of the Eftancia to be about four Englith miles; to which
add a mile of perpendicular height from thence to the Pike, the
whole will be about five Englith miles: I am very certain I cannot
be miftalien in this calculation above a mile cither way. There is
no place in the world more proper for an obfcrvatory than the
Eftancia : if a commeodious warm houfe or cotiage was built upon
it, to accommedate aftronomers while the moderate weather cone
tinues, viz. all July, Auguft, and September, they might make
their obfervations, take an account of the wind and weather of
the region above the clouds, and remark their natore and proper-
tics.  But if any perfon intends to vifit the Pike, I would
advile him to wait for fine clear weather, carry a good tent,
plenty of water, and fome provifions along with him, that he may
be enabded to remain at the Eftancia four or five days, in which
time he might go twice or thrice to the top of the Pile, and make
bis obfervations at leifure.

C H AP X

Of the weather in Tenerife 3 and its Produce.

HE weather in Tenerife is not different from that in Canaria,

. already defcribed ; but there is fomething particular bere
with refpeét to the winds; for along the coaft of Atrica, adjacent
to thefe iflands, the trade-wind blows frem the north-north-weft
to the north-eaft, according as it comes from the land or feas
taking the medium of thefe, we may fay that the trade-wiad
blows there at north-by-eaft ; atLancerota and Fuertaventura, at

¥ Timagine that no ope, who has Leen ar Orotava, will think twenty-two or
twenty-three degrees too great an afeent from thence to the fummit of the ifland §
for fo many have I allowed in caleulating the perpendicular height,

Llz : north-
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anrth-north-caft ; at Canariz, north-ealt; but at Tenerife,
north-caft-by-eait ; and further to the weltward, at Palma, it
blows at ealt-north-caft. 'We may oblerve by this, that the fur-
ther we depart from the coaft of Africa, the more we find the wind
to veer to the eaflward ; but beyond Palma it remains the {ame,
viz, at caft-nerth-eait,. for then it is out of the rcach of the at-
tyadiion or inflnence of the African coaft. What canfes that in-
fluence, I fhall have occafion to explain in the defcription of the
continent. The above account of the winds 1s only to be under-
ftood of fine weather, when the trade-wind blows true, for it often
yaries a few points.

- Tue fea-breeze in Tenerife generally fets in about ten o'clock
in the morning, on the caft and north-eaft fides of the ifland,
and blows till five or fix in the evening, when it falls calm until
midnight ; then the land-wind begins, and continues until {even or
eight in the morning, when it is fucceeded by acalm, which cone
tinues until the fea-brecze beging again to blow.

Tux fea-breeze in the bay of Santa Cruz, and on all the caft
fide of the ifland,, blows commonly at eaft ; and the land wind at
weit.  On the nocth fide, the fea-brecze blows at north-caft-by-
eaft, or north-eaft; 2nd the land-wind directly oppofite to it.
But at Point Nago, where the land projects far into the fea to-
wards the north-ealt, there is no land-wind.

Ox the brow of the hill, behind or above Santa Cruz, and at
thecity of Laguna, a frefh gale at north-weit prevails all the thue
of the feu-breeze, which is occafioned by the mountains almofl
Aurrounding the plain ; for they are fo exceeding high on the fouth
fide of it, as to beat back the f{ea-breeze, and throw it againfk
the mountains that bound the north fide of the plain, where finding

ne
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no paflage, it veers to the fouth-eaft, where meeting with no
refiftance, it forces itfelf through the plain with great vehemence,
until it comes to the brow of the hill above-mentioned, where
part of the current of air pours down the hill towards Santa Cruz,
and even advances within z mile and half of the {ea, where it is
checked by the true fea-brecze. The inhabitants of Laguna and-
Santa Cruz receive fome benefit from the firength of this north-
weft wind, as it fets at work twelve or fifteen mills, which they
have eredted on the brow of the hill for grinding of corn.

Ox the fouth-weft coaft of Tenerife there s no regular {ca or
tand-breeze, becaufe the trade or north-eafterly wind cannot ger
at 1t by reafon of the immenfe height of the ifland towering above
the region of that wind; fo that on this fide of the ifland eithen
an eddy-wind at fouth-weft prevails, or acalm,

Tue clouds, as 1 obferved before, are generally fufpended half
way between the fea and top of the Pike, Below thofe clouds the
north-eafterly wind moftly prevail ; and at the fame time above
them we find-a frefh wefterly gale; which I believe to be the cafe:
in every part of the world where the trade-wind blows. I cannot
pretend to account propcr]y for this phenomenon, but fo it is on:
the top of Tenerife and of fome of the reft of the iflands. The
hard northerly gales that blow in the winter feafon in the fea adja-
cent to the Canary Hlands, never blow home to the thore, being
as it were flruck dead, i not reflected by the exceffive height of
the land, over which the wind cannot pafs. This I have often:
experienced ; for I have feveral times run from the Lizard Point,.
in Cornwall, to the Canary Ilands in nine; ten, and twclve days,
with frefh gales of northerly wind, a great fea following us all the
way : - when we arrived there, Iwas informed there had been in all

that time a heavy long {well on the ndrth fide of the flands, but
not
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not a breath of wind, o that the fhips then lying in Port Osotava
rode with a flack cable. But on the porth fide of Tenerife, viz. at
Orotava, 2 porth-weft wind is excecding dangerous, for that wind
blows upon the {hiore, but not dire@tly againft the exceflive high land,
which no doubt would deaden and reflect it, but againft the land
projecting out north-eaft into the fea, and which is termipated by
Point Nago : now that land being moderately high, and rifing
gradually from the fea towards the mountains of Laguna, the
north-weft wind finds a paflage over it, and confequently blows
freely. However, the pilots who have the charge of fhips in
this road, know the figns of the weather fo well, that they take carc
not to be furprifed with a north-weft wind, for when they find it
coming on, they {lip their cables and put out to fea. They are
fo watchful in this matter, that no fhip has been wrecked here
by that wind in the memory of man.

THE produce of this iland is much the fanie as that of Canaria,
only there is lefs corn-land here, and more vineyards. The wines
are ftrong, good, and fit for exportation, efpecially to hot
climates, which improve themm much. There was formerly a
great quantity of Malvafia or Canary fack made here, but of late
days there are not above fifty pipes made in 2 fealon; for they
gather the grapes when green, and make a dry hard wine of them;;
which, whén about two or three years old, can hardly be diftin-
guithed from Madcira wine, but after four years of age, it tarns
fo mellow and fwect, that it refembles the wine of Malaga in
Spain.  Orchilla-weed grows here in abundance, as it does in all
the Canary Iflands,

CIHAP.
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¢C H A P. XL
Defeription of the Ifland of Palma.

ROM Teno, the welt end of Tenerife, to the neareft part of

the ifland of Palma, it is, weft-north-weft, feventeen leagues.

Palma is about eight leaguesin length, reckoning it from north to
fouth, and the extreme breadth about fix leagues.

Tur fummit of this ifland is higher than that of ‘Tenerife ; for,
as I obferved before, we reckon the Pike, or fugar-loaf, only as
& bill placed on the top of the ifland.  When one who has not feen’
land of an uncommon height, approaches within twelve leagues
of the iflands Tenerife and Palma, in clear weather, and comes
alt at once to behold them, his furprize will be very great, and not
unlike that which ftrikes a perfon who has never feen the ocean,
until he comes to have a full view of it all at once from the top of
an adjacent reountain. :

T chief port in Palma is that of Santa Cruz, on the fouth-eaft
fde of the ifland. The mark by which a ftranger may find it, is
the following : when he approaches to the eaft fide of the ifland,
Palma will then appear to him thaped exallly like a faddle. Let
him fteer fo as to fall in 2 litele to windward of the lowelt place, or
middle of the faddle, until he comes within a mile of the land ;
then run along-fhore to the fouthward, and he will perceive the
town clofc by the fea-fhore, and the thipping lying in the road
but as the land behind or above the town is high and fleep, one
cannot difcern the (hipping till within a mile of them. The road
is within a2 mufquet-fhot of the thore, where veflels commonly ride
in fifteen or twenty fathoms watcr, and are expofed to ealterly

winds ;
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winds; yet, with good anchors and cables, may ride with great
fafety, m all winds that Dlow in this part of the world, for the
ground is clean and good, and the great height of the land, with
the perpendicular height of the land facing the road, repels the
wind that blows upon it thouglh ever fo ftrong; yet there is
always, in good weather, a gentle fea-breeze in the roud. When
there is a great north-ealt fwell out ar fea, it comes rolling into the
bay; but, for want of wind, and becaufe of the deepnefs of the
water clofe to the fhore, it has no power or force, fo that fhips in
fuch a cafe ride here with a flack cable, Thefe things confidered,
we may conclude the road of Santa Cruz, in Palma, to be more
fecure than any of thofe of Canaria or Tenerife; butin the winter-
time, the rolling fwell that comes into the bay, breaks high upon
the beach, and prevents boats from going off or landing, for the
fpace of three or four days together. A finall mole was fermerly
built here, ata confiderable expence, but was foon after deftroyed
by the violence of the furf.  Aunother has been begun to be eredted
there, and the work carried on for fome years palt, but 1 do not
know that it is yet finithed.

SanTa CrUZ DE LA PaLma is o large town, containing two
parifh churches, feveral convents of Friars and Nuns, with many
neat private buildings ; though not fo good and large as thofe of the
city of Palmas in Canaria, orof the towns of Tenerife.  Near the
mole is a caftle or battery, mounted with a few cannon, for the de-
fence of the fhipping in the bay, and to prevent an enemy from
landing. In the middle of the town, near the great church, is a
fountain, filied by a rivalet, which plentifully fupplies the inha-
bitants with good water,

TassacorTa, thenextport, lies on the fouth-weft pavt of the
iiand; itis expofed to wefterly winds, and Jittle frequented by any
vefiels excepting boats,

IN
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Ix all this ifland there is no town of any note, excepting Santa
Cruz ; but many villages, the chief of which are St. Andres and
Taflacorta,

In the north-eafi part of Palma, inland, is a fpacious high
mountain, fleep on all fides, called la Caldera, i. e. the Cauldron.
This mountain is hollow, like the Pike of Tenerife; the fummit
15 about two leagues in diameter every way, and within defcends
gradually from thence to the bottom, which is 2 fpace of about
thirty acres.

On the declivity of the infide {pring feveral rivulets, which
join all together at the bottom, and iffue in one ftream through a
paifage to the outfide of the mountain from which it defcends, and,
after running fome diftance from thence, it turns two fugar-mills.
The water of this {tream is unwholefome, by reafon of its being
tainted with other water, of a pernicious quality, which mikes
with it in the cauldron.  All the infide of the cauldron abounds
with herbage, and is covered with laurels, te-a or pitch-pine,
palms, lignum Rhodium, and retamas ; thefe laft, in this ifland,
have a yellow bark, and grow to the fize of large trees, but in
the others they are only thrubs. The {llepherds here are very
careful not to let the he-goats feed on the leaves of the retama,
becaule they breed a flone in the bladder, which kills them,

Oy the outfide of the cauldron {pring two rivulets, onc of
which runs northward to the village of St, Andres, and turns two
fugar-nills, the other ruins to the eaftward, to the town of Santa
Cruz. Befides thefe there are no other rivulets, {lreams,. or
fountains of water of any confequence in the ifland ; for which
reafon the natives build fquare refervoirs or tanks, with planks of
pitch-pine, which they make tight by caulking s’ thefe they fill

Mim - from
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from the torrents of rain-water that fall down from the mountains
in the winter-feafon, and preferve it for themfelves and great
cattle; for the theep, goats, and hogs, in places diltant from the
rivolets, feed on roots of fern and alphodil * almoft all the year
round, and therefore have little or no need of water, there be-
ing moiftare enongh in thofe roots to fupply their want. The
fouth quarter of the ifland is moft deftitute of water ; yet there
is 2 medicinal well of hot water there, {o clofe to the fea-fhore that
the tide flows into it at full fea. At another place, called Uguer,
is a cave, which has 2 long narrow entrance, fo ftrait that a
perfon mult enter it backwards, keeping his face all the while to-
wards the mmouth of the cave that he may fee his way. After he
has got through this paffage, he enters into a (pacious grotto,
where water diftils from between the large flakes of flate-ftones
that hang from the roof. The leaft blow given to thefe, refounds
through the cave with a noife like thunder. In the diftriét of
T'ifuya is 2 mountain, which, to all appearance, has been removed
ffom its original fituation by an earthquake: the natives have
a tadition, that the fpot where it now ftands was 2 plain, and
the moft fruitful fpotin the whole illand, until it was deftroyed by
the burniog lava and the fall of the mountain,

TaE {ummit of Palima formerly abounded with trees; but in
-the year 1545, and after it, a great drought prevailed, which
deftroyed them all: however, fome time after, others began to
fpring, but were deftroyed by the rabbits and other animals, who
finding no pafture below, went up there and cat all the young I
trees and herbs; {o that now the upper part of the ifland is quite
barc and defolate. Thofe rabbits were firft brought to Palma
by Don Pedro Fernandez de Lugo, the fecond Adelantado,

% The Spaniards call thefe laft, roote of gamones, which I believe to be rootsof
ajphodil

or
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or Licutsnant-governor of Tenerife, and have fince increafed ex-
ceedingly.

Brrore the fhrubs and trees failed from the fummit of the
ifland, much manna fell there, which the natives gathered, and
fent to Spain for fale.

THE produce here is much the fame with that of Gran Ca.naria,
only with this differenee, thata great quantity of fugar is made in
Palma, efpecially on the weit fide of the iftand. The eaft fide
produces good wines, of a different tafte and flavour from thofe of
Tenerife: the dry wine is fmall-bodied, and of a yellow colour.
The Malvafia is not fo lufcious or ftrong as that of Tenerife, but
when it is about three years old has the flavour of a rich and ripe
pine-apple: but thefc wines are very difficult of prefervation when
exported, efpecially to cold climates, where they often turn four,
There is abundance of good honey here, efpecially in thofe hives
which are at a diftance from vines and moganes (a fruit refembling
elder-berries} for both thefe have a bad effect on its colour. In
Palma is much gum-dragon; and from the te-a or pitch-pine,
pitch is extradted in great quantitics,

Arr forts of frujts growing in Canaria or Tenerife, are found
here alfo, in greater abundance, infomuch that the natives cannot
confume them; but having fugar in great plenty, they make valt
quantities of fweetmeats and conferves, which they export to the
reft of the iflands, and to fome parts of the Indies.

In time of fearcity of corn, the natives of this ifland make good
bread of the roots of fern, I never eat any of that fort of bread
bere, but I have in the ifland of Gomera, and found it act much
inferior to that made of wheat-flour ; but the fert in Gomera
is reckoned better and more wholefome than that of Palmia.

- Mm 2 ALT}{OUGH
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Artnovcu the woods that grew on the fummit of Palma were
all deftroyed, yet there is abundance of trees in the region of the
clouds, and beneath it, infomuch that the ifland, at about two
leagues diftance, appears like one entire wood.  Pine-trees grow
here to fuch a [ize as to be fit for mafts for the largeft thips; but
they are heavy, and, by reafon of the ruggednefs of the roads, the
éxpence of bringing them to the fhore would be immenfe; T re-
member an Englith American lloop, of one hundred and fifty
tons, having loft her maft, was towed in here by the fithing-
boats ; the natives gave the mafter leave to go to the woods and
cut any tree fit for his purpofe, gratis; but the expence of bringing
it down, though labour is cheap here, coft him twenty-five
pounds fterling : neverrhelefs, much timber is exported from hence
to the reft of the ifllands.

Tue air, weather, and winds are much the fame here as at
‘Canaria and Tenerife, only with this difference, that welterly
winds and rain are rather more frequent in Palma, the reafon of
which is, that it lies more to the weftward and northward, con-
fequently not being {o far within the verge of the north-eatt trade-
wind as thofe iflands, is more expofed to variable winds, particu-
larly the fouth-weft, which is the moft prevalent wind in the
Iatitudes adjacent to thole of the north-eaft trade.

As to the climate here, and in Canaria, Tenerife, Gomera,
and Hierro, a perfon will find great difference, according as he
lives near the fea-thore,” or up in the mountains; for in the
months of July, Auguft, and September, the heat is fomewhat in-

~.4olerable near the {ea-fhore, when there is a calm; but when the
heat is fo great on the fea-coaft, the air is quite frefh and plea-
fant on the mountains. In.the middie of winter, the habitations
far up in the mountrins, near the clouds, are exceflively cold; the
natives
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natives keep fires burning in their houfes all the day Tong, which
1s never done below, near the (ea, for there they ufe fire only in
their kitchens. Were the inhabitants of the city of Laguna to
have the leaft idea of the pleafure of the focial winter fire, they
would no doubt bufld chimneys in their houfes, for in that
place the weather is raw and cold in that feafon: hail frequently
falls in this place ; and fome of the oldelt of the prefent inhabitants
remember a great fnow falling upon the plain, where it remained.
for fome days.

Fon eight months of the year the fummits of all the Canary
Hlands, Lancerota and Fuertaventura excepted, are generally
covered with fnow.

Ox viewing Palma at the diffance of three leagues off at fea,.
one would imagine that the mountains were full of gutters, or beds
of torrents of rain~water; but thefe only appear little, being high.
up, confequently at a great diftance off; but when one approaches
near, he finds them to be large valieys or hollows, abounding
with wood.

Tuis ifland has not been exempted ffom volcanos, the effééts
of which are ftill to be feen in almoft every part of it; for the
channels where the burning matter, meited ores, and calcined
ffones and afhes ran, are eaiily diftingnithed. In the memory*

’ of

* Nunno d¢ Penna, it his Hiftorical Memoirs, fays, thaton the 13th of No-
vember, 1677, a little alter fun-fet, the earth thook for thirtee:'l’]eagucs, with a
frightful noife, that lafted fve days, during which the earth npened ia (eve::al places ;.
but the greateft gap was wpon that called Mont aux Chevres, a mile and a
Walf from-the fea, from whence procecded a great fire, which caft up ftones and picces
of rock. The like happened in feveral places thereabouts; and in lefs than a quarrer
of anhour it made twenty-eight gaps about the fuot of the mountain, which vomited
abundance of flames and buraing flones. It took its courfe over the plain of Los

oo Cuinos,,
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of fome of the oldeft inhabitants living in the year 1750, one of
thofe fiery rivers ran down from the mountains toward the town
of Santa Cruz, and emptied itfelf into the {ea about a mile to the
northward of the town. No confiderable earthquake hath hap-
pened in thofe iflands for {ome years paft, but now and then they
have fome flight thocks : they had fome at the time of the me-
morable earthquake at Lifben, but they were fcarce perceptible :
only the fudden fiux 2nd reflux of the fea was evident enough,
at Porto de Luz, in Canaria, where the fea went about a mile
back, and remained there for fome time. The people of Palma
at that time feeing a wreck lying upon the ground, which the
water had left bare, fome of them were fo bold as to gorto is, but
the fea fuddenly returning, {wept them all away. A boatman at
Port Orotava told me, that on the day of the Lifbou earthquake,
bis boat was havled up on the beach, and he was leaning upon
it, converfing with fbme filhermen on the ftrand, when all on &
fudden the fea fioated his boat, and wetted him and his.companions
to the middle; then retiving a great way back, it returned again,
but not with fuch violence as at firft; and fo continued ebbing
and flowing for the fpace of an hour: they were all aftonifhgd
at this ftrange phanomenon ; but when they received the news bf
the deftruion at Lifbon, my boatman {wore folemnly that he
never would workon All-faints day again while he lived ; “* Which
4 cath, added he, I intend moit religioully to obferve.”

Tz black fhining fand which we throw upon writing toprevent
blotting, is found in many places on the fhore of this and the other

Cainos, and ran with viclence towards the Haly Fountain; but coming near the
brink of the great defeont, turned to the righe, and foreed its way towards the Old

“ Port, where the Spaniards landed when they made themftlves mafters of this ifland.
He adds, that ou the 2oth of November following, there was a fecand eruption of
the Mont aux Chevres, from whenee came forth ftones and fire, with great earth-
auakes and thunders, for feveral days, fo that black cinders were taken up ac feven
leagues diftance, the adjacent lands were entirely deftroyed, and tha inhabitanes
forced to quit their habitations. .

3 iflands.
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iflands. It feems to have been thrown out of volcanos ; and is certainly
the moft perfe@ iron, for the magnet orload-flone will, when held
near it, lick up every grain, leaving nothing behind. I have been
told that fome experiments have been publicly made, with-
out cffedt, to turn this fand into bar-iron: yet I am credibly in-
told that a gendeman in London wvnderftands this fecret, and
has a cafe of razors made of this fame black thining fand.

C H A P XIIL
OF the Ifland of Gomera.

HE middle of Gomera lies fouth-weft from Point Tene, in
Tenerife, about fix leagues diftance. The principal town

is fitnated clofe by the fea-fhore, in the bottom or cod of a bay,
where fhipping lie Jand-lacked from all winds, except the fouth-
eaft. Here you may moor at a convenient diftance from the
thore, from feven fathoms water to fifteen ; but as the land-wind
frequently blows hard, it is neceflary for a thip to moor with a
large feope of cable, otherwife the will be in danger of being
blown out of the bay., The fea here is generally {o fmooth,
that boats may land on the beach without danger.  On the north
fide of the bay is a cove, where fhips of any burthen may haul
clofe to the fhore (which is a high and perpendicular cliff), and
there heave down, clean, or repair. When boats cannot land on
the beach, on account of the furf, they put afhore at this cove,
from whence there is a path-way, along the facc of the cliff, to
the town; but it is fo narrow that two perfons cannot walk
a-breaft : near the end of this road is a gite, which is always
fhot after fun-fet, or when it turns dark, and then no man can
pafs that way. About 2 flone's throw from the beach begins the
principal freet of the town, and from thenee runs frait inlan;:.l
The
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The town is called La Villa de Palmas, 1. e. the Town of Palms,
becanfe of the number of palm-trees growing there. It has a
cburch and convent of Friars, with about one hundred and fifty
private houfes, moft of which are but mean and fmall, Tt is
well fupplied with good water, which the inhabitants draw from
wells in every part of the town. In the winter-fealon, a large
rivalet, from the mountains, empties itfelf into the port. On
the fouth fide of the mouth of this rivulet {tands an old round
tower, which was built by Don Miguel Peraza, the firft Count
of Gomera; and on the top of the perpendicular cliff, on the north
fide of the cove, is 2 chapel, and a battery of a few pieces of
cannon for the defence of the port.  As I have loft the journals
of the voyages in which I touched here, I cannot be o particular
in giving directions to find this excellent port as I could with ;
but, to the beflt of my remembrance, the land that forms the
north point of the bay, is the moft foutherly point of land on the
eaft fide of Gomera, that can be feen from Point Teno in Tenerife,
"That land, when one is to the northward of it, at about a league
diftance, bears a great refemblance to the Ram-head, near Ply-
mouth-found. In going into the bay it is neceffary to ftand clofe in
with this point, for the land-wind is commonly too feanty for &
thip to fetch the proper anchoring-place 5 for that reafoun it is
better to come in with the fea-breeze, which generally begins to
blow here about noon.

Tre beft place for a thip to lie here, is where a full view may -
be had along through the main ftrect of the town, and at about the
diftance of a cable's length frem the heach: it is neceflary to
moor as foon as poflible, becaufe of eddy-winds that fomctimes

blow in the bay.

Gomera, though not fo large and populous as Palma, is a con-

ﬁderable ifland; for many rivalets flow from its craggy mountains,
and
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and water the narrow valleys; in thort, in every put of the ifland
water may be found by digging the ground to about the depth of
five or fix feet.  Ameong the fountains that abound here, the fol-
" lowing are moft efteemed, viz, Chemele, Tegoay, and la Fuente
del Conde, 1. e. the Count’s Fountain,  No pines grow here, but
many other kinds of trees, particularly barbufanos®, mocanes,
favines, adernos, vinatigos, files, palms, with a great aumber of
maftick-trees, which yield abundance of the gum of that name.

Twe produce of this illand is much the fame with that of Te-
nerife, Canaria, or Palma. The natives have generally jult corn
enough for their own vfe, and f{eldom import nor expart any. In
this particular Gomera refembles Gran Canaria, having almoft
every neceflary within itfelf, and thelreforq ftands in need of little
or nothing from abroad; for corn, wine, roots, fruit, honey,
cattle, and fowls 4 are here in great plenty - and was there en-
couméemcnt in Gomera for induftry, the natives could eafily ma-
nufadture enough of their own wool and raw filk fufficient to
clothe themielves : and here is ftone, lime, timber, gnd all other
materials fit for building, excepting iron.

Tue Gomeran wine in general is weak, poor, and fharp, there-
fore unfit for exportation ; yet fome of it, when two years old,
cxcels the very beft Madeira wine in taite and flavour, although it
is in colour fair as water, and weak as fmall beer, T brought fome
dozens of this wine to London, where I fhewed it to fome pcoplc
as a great curiofity ; but they did not relith it, for the Englith
clteem no weak wine, let its tafte and flavaur be ever {o delicate.
The wine-merchants in France, Spain, Portugal, and fome other

* The wood of the barbufano is fomething like mehogany, but blacker ; when
reen It ftinks moft abominably.
+ There are no Lurkeys in Gomera,

Nn places,
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places, knowing this, take care to mix brandy even with the
ftrongeft wines which they fend to England.

Rrsipes the animals common in the reft of the iflands, here
is plenty of deer, which wete originally brought hither from Bar-
bary. More mules are bred in Gomera than in any of the feven
iflands ; bur I do not remember to have feen any camels here.
Neither fnakes or ferpents are found in any of the Canary Iflands
except Gomera; but I have no reafon to believe, by any thing
T could legrn, that they are venomous or do any harm.

C H A P. XIL
Of the Ifand of Hierro.

HI8 ifland is about ffteen leagnes in circumference, and five

in breadth. It rifes fteep and eraggy from the fea, on all
fides, for above a league, in {uch 2 manner as to render the af-
cent very difficult and fatigning : after travelling this league, the
reft of the iltand will be found to be telerably level and fruitful,
for itabounds with many kinds of trees and fhrubs, particuiarly pines,
brefos, favines, laurels, palos blancos, .adernos, barbufanos, ace-
vinos, mocanes, retamas, beech, efcobones (of which the Spa-

niards make brooms or befoms), and fome palms; bur ne gum~
dragon-trees grow here.

Turs ifland produces better grafs, herbs, and flowers than any
of the other iflands, fo that bees thrive and multiply here ex-
tremely, and make excellent honey. The wine of Hiero
is poor, weak, and bad, infomuch that the natives are obliged to
diftil the greateft part of it inte brandy. There are only
three fountains of water in the whole ifland, onc of them is called

Acof,
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Acof *, which in the language of the ancient inhabitants fignifics
River; a name, however, which does not feems to have been given
it on account of its yielding much water, for in that refpet it
hardly defeeves the name of a fountain.  More to the northward
is another, called Hapio; and in the middle of the ifland is
a fpring, yielding a fiream about the thicknefs of u man's finger.
This lalt was difcovered in the year 165, and is called the Foun-
tain of Antonr Hernandez. On account of the {carcity of water,
the fheep, goats, 3nd {wine here do not drink in the fummer,
but are taught to dig up the roots of fern, and chew them to
quench their thirlt. The great cattle are watered at thofe foun-
tains, and at 2 place where water diftils from theleaves of 2 tree,
Many wiiters have made mention of this fagous tree; fome in
fuch 2 manner as to make it appear mirgculous: others pgain deny
“the exiftence of any fuch tree, among wham is Father Feyjoo, a
modern Spanifh author, in his Theatro Critico. But he, and
thefec who agree with him in this matter, areas much miftaken as
they who would make it appear to be miraculous. This is the only
ifland of all the Canaries which I have not been in; but I
have failed with natives of Hierro, who when queftioned about
she exiftence of this tree, anlwered in the afirmative.

Tue authar of the Hiftory of the Dilcovery and Congueft has
given us a particular account of it, which 1 fhall relate here
at large.

-« Tur diini@& in which this tree flands is called Tiguolahe,
“ near to which, and .in the cliff or fleep rocky zfcent that fur-
+¢ rounds the whole ifland, is a narrow gutter or gultey, whichcom-~
« mences at the fea, and continues to the fummit of the cliff,
¢ where it joins or cojncides with a valley, which is terminated

* In the Azanaga dialec® of the Lybian tongue, Afeif fignifics a River,
Nn 2 by
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by the fleep front of arock. On the top of this rock grows
a treg, called, in the langoage of the ancient inhabitants,
Gatfe, i. & Sacred or Holy Tree, which for many years has
been preferved found, entire, and frefh.  Its leaves conftantly
diftil fuch a quantity of water as is {uflicieat to furnith drink
to evesy living creature in Hisrro; nature having provided this
remedy for the drought of the ifland. It is fitnated about a
Jeague and a half from the fea. Nobody knows of what (pe-
cies it is, only that itis called Tih Tt is diftin@ {rom other
trees, and flands by itfelf ; the circumference of the trank is
about twelve {pans, the diameter four, and in height from the
ground to the top of the higheft branch forty {fpans: the cir-
cumference of all the branchies together is one hundred and
twenty feet. The branches are thick and extended ;- the lowelt
commence about the height of an ell from the ground. Its
fruit refembles the acorn, and-taftes fomething like the kernel of
apinc-apple*, but is fofter and more aromatic. The leaves of
this tree refemble thofe of the laurel, but ave larger, wider, and
maore curved ; théy come forth in a perpetual fucceflion, fo that
the tree always remains green. Near to it grows a thorn, which
faftens on many of its branches and interweaves with them ;
and at a' fmall diftance from the Garfe are fome beech-trees,
brefos, and thorns. ©n the north fide of the trunk arc two
large tanks or cifterns of rough flone, or rather one ciftern
divided, each half being twenty fect fquare, and fixteen fpans
in depth.  One of thefe contains water for the drinking of the
inhabitants, and the other that which they ufe for their cattle,
wathing, and fuch like purpofes. Every morning, near this
part of the iland, a cloud or mif} arifes from the fea, which the

# Mot the anana, but the fir or pine-tree pear, nnt, or apple.  Thole of Britain

have nothing in them; but the pine-apples in Spain, and fome other countries, con-
tain 2 kernel of an agrecable tafle. ’

{outh
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fouth and eafterly winds force againft the fore-mentioned fteep
cliff; fo that the cloud, having no vent but by the gutter, gra-
dually afcends it, and from thence advances flowly to the extre-
mity of the valley, where it is ftopped and checked by the front
of the rock which terminates the valley, and then refts upon the
thick leaves and wide-fpreading branches of the tree, from
whenee it diftils in drops during the remainder of the day, un-
til it is at length exhaufted, in the fame manner that we fee
water drip from the leaves of trees after a heavy fhower of rain.
This diftiflation is not peculiar to the garfe, or til, for the
brefos, which grow near it, likewife drop water ; but thefr
leaves being but few and narrow, the quantity is fo tifling,
that though the natives fave fome of it, yet they make lictle or
no-account of any but what diftils from the til; which, to-
gether with the water of fome fountains, and what is faved in
the winter-feafon, is fofficient to ferve them and their Aocks.
This tree yields moft water in thofe years when the Levant or
cafterly winds have prevailed for 2 continuance ; for by thefe
winds only, the clouds or mills are drawn hither from the fea.
A perfon lives on the fpot near which this tree grows, who &
appointed by the Council to take care of it and its water, and
is allowed a houfe to live in, with a certain falary. He every
day difiributes to cach family of the diftriét, feven pots or vei-
fels full of water, befides what he gives to the principal people
of the ifland.” .

Wuerner the tree which yields water ac this prefent time

be the fame as that mentioned in the above defeription, I cannot
pretend to determine, but it is probable there has been 2 lucceflion
of them ; "for Pliny, defcribing the Fortunate Iflands, fays, ¢ In
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the mountains of Ommbrion are trees, refembling the plant

ferula, from which water may be procured by prcfﬁ{rc ¢+ what
' 3 “COMmes
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« comes from the black kind is bitter, but that which the white
¢ yields is {fweet and potable.”

Trrgs yiclding watcr are not peculiar to the ifland of Hicrro,
for travellers inform us of one of the {ame kind in the i#fland of
St. Thomas, in the bight or gulph of Guinea. In Cockburn’s
Voyages we find the following account of a dropping trec near the
mountains of Vera Paz, in America.

“ On the morning of the fourth day we came out on a large
s plain, where were great numbers, of flae deer; and in the
« middle ftood a tree of unufual fize, {preading its branches over
¢ a vaft compafs of ground. Curiofity led us up to it: we had
¢« perceived, at fome diftance off, the ground about it to be wet,
« at which we began to be fomewhat furpsifed, as well-knowing '
« -there had no rain fallen for near fix months paft, according to
“¢ the certain courfe of the feafon in that latitude ; that it wasim-
poflible to be occafioned by ‘the fall of dew on the tree, we
were convinced by the {un’s having power to exhale away all
moifture of that naturea few minutes after its rifing. Atlaft, to
our great amazement as well as joy, we faw water dropping,
“ or as it were diftilling, faft from the end of every leaf of this'
* wonderful (nor had it begn amifs if I had fid miraculous)
areg s at Jealt it was fo with refpect to us, who had been
labouring four days through extreme heat, without recciving

the leaft moifture, and were now almoft expiring for the want
o of it,

(13

“ We could not help looking on this as liquor fent frpm heaven
to comfort and fuppost us under great oxtremity, ‘We catched
what we could of it in our hands, and drank very plentifully of
it, and liked it fo well that we could hardly prevail with our-
¢ felves

I
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¢ felves to give over. A matter of this nature could not but excite
¢ us to make the ftrickeft oblervations concerning it, and accord-
“ ingly we ftaid under the tree near three hours, and found we
‘ could not fathom its body in five times.  We obferved the foil
« where it grew to be very {lony; and, upon the niceft enguiry
# we could afterwards make, both of the natives of the country
“ and the Spanifli inhabitants, we could not learn there was any
“ fuch tree known throughout New Spain, nor perhaps all Ame-
* rica oyer: but T do no relate this as a prodigy in nature, be-
* caufe I am not philofopher enough to afribe any nataral caufe
¢ forit, the learned may, pcrhaps, give fubflantial reafon in na-
¢ ture, for whatappeared to us as 2 great and marvellous fecret.”

Ir I am not miftaken, there is only one parifh church in the
whole ifland, aud no confiderable town. The port or anchoring-
place I am not acquainted with, having never been there; butam
informed it is an open road, and but little frequented, excepting
by boats and fimall barks.

As T have now given fome defeription of all the Canary Iflands,

I thall proceed to deferibe the manners and cuftoms of the natives,
their trade, policy, &c. But before I enter on that fubjedt, it
will not be improper to give fome account of the iflands, rather
rocks, called the Salvages; becaufe by fome they are reckoned
as part of thc Canary Iflands. They lie twenty-feven leagues
north from Point Nago in Tenerife. The chief ifland is high
and rocky, and is about a league in circumference.  Threc or four
leagues fouth-weft from this ifland is another, which refembles
the largeft Needle rock at the weft end of the Ile of Wight., Be-
rwecen thofe iflands are many rocks and fands, fome of which are
above and others under water ; therefore it is dangerous, for thofe
whao are not well acquainted with thofe iflands, to approach them,
except
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exeept on the caft fide of the great ifland. I have {ailed paft it
this way, within the diftance of a flone’s throw. People who
come to this ifland, anchor fomewhere on the fouth-caft Gde.
It produces pothing but orchillmwe(;& Here arc great plenty of
cormorants, or fea-fowls refembling them. Some barks and
boats from the Canary Ilands frequent the Salvages in the fummer
in queft of wrecks and thofe fea-fowls. They catch the young
in their pefts, kill and {alt them, and then carry them to T'eperife
for fale. The Salvages, though uninhabited, helang to the Portu-
gueze, who reckon them as dependent on the ifland of Madeira,
and although they fearcely ever vifit them, yet they will not allow
the Spaniards to gather orchilla-weed there. Some years ago z few
fithermen went thither in & bark from Tenerife, in queft of
wrecks; but not finding any, they went athore and gathered abeut
haif atonof orchilla-weed. When this was known at Madeira,
the Portugueze made complaint thereof to the Governor-general
of the Canary Hlands, and would not be fatisfied il the poor
mafter of the bark was thrown into prifon, where he remained a
long time. The Portugueze, in this affair, behaved fomewhat like
the Englith, who will neither be at the trouble to catch &ih in
what they call their own feas, nor (uffer others to catch them,
without complaining of it as a matter of tranfgreffion.

CHAP.
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C H A P, XIV.

Qf the Natrves of Canaria, Tenerife, Palna, Gemera, and Hicrre ;
tbeir Perfons, Drefs, and Buildings.

W L have already thewn, in the Hiftary of the Difcovery and

Conqueft of thefe iflands, who were the firft inhabitants
thereof, and in what manner the Spandards and othcr Europeans
incorporated with them, fo as that thefe different nations became
at length one people.

Tue defcendants of this mingled nation are now denominated
Spaniards, and ufe no other language than the Cattifiian : the
gentry fpeak it in perfedtion, but the peafants, wha inhabit the
remote parts of the iflands, in a manner almoft unintelligible to
ftrangers; their pronunciation being fach as not unaptly to be
compared to a man talking with {emething in his mauth,

Tur natives here are of a (pare habit of body, middle fized, to-
Yerably well fhaped, have good features, and complexions more
deeply {warthy than thofe of the patives of the fouthern parts of
Spain: but they have fine large fparkling black eyes, which give
a vivacity and dazzling luftre to the countenance, infomuch that in
my opinion there are as many hendfome people to be found here
(in proportion to the number of inhabitants) as in England.  For
the Englith, though excelling all the people I have feen in fine-
nefs and frefhnefs of complexion, yet their countenances in general
are dull and unmeaning, when compared with thofe of the natives
of the Canary Iflands : yet, upon the whole, it muft be owned
that the old people here look more like demons than the human

kind. . -
Oo . THE
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Tuz peafants are cloathed after the modern fathion of the-
Spaniards, which is much the fame with the habit of the com-
mon people in England, only with this difiérence, that bere the
natives, when dreffed, wear long cloaks inftead of npper coats;
but the peafants of Canaria ufe, inftead of the cloak, an upper gar-
ment faftened about the middle by a fath or girdle. This garment
is white, long, and narrow, havivg a neck like an Englifh riding-
coat, and is vaade of the wool of their own fheep. All the lower
fortof people in thefe iflands wear their own hair, which is black,
and generally bufby ; they let it grow. to a.great length, and,
when they drefs, comb itoutin fuch a manner, that the fathion of
wearing hair at prefent here, feems to be the fame as that which
prevailed in England in the reign of King James I They tuck
the hair of the right fide of the head behind the right ear.

Tur gentlemen, indtead of theit own haiy, wear white perukes,.
which form an odd contraft to their dufky complexions. They,
never put on their perukes, upper coats, or fwords, but when,
they pay formal vifits, walk in proceflions, or go to church on high
feftivais: at other times their habit {s a-linen night-cap bordered
ot ruffied with cambrick or lace, and above it a broad-brimmed-
hat flouched, . and, inflead of a.coat, a. long wide  camb~
let cloak of a raifin or black colour. They never wear an
upper coat withaut a fword, and generally walk with the hat wo-
der the arm. '

Pur women of the lower rank. wear on their heads a coarfe linen.
gauze, which falls down upon their {houlders; they pin it together.
under the chin, fo that the lower part {erves as a handkerchief to
coverthe neck and breafts.  Above this (when they go abroad) they,
veear a broad-brimmed hat fiouched, to fhelter their faces from the.
{un; and on their thoulders 2 mantle of baife, Bannel, or fay. They

3 ufe.
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wie-no ftays, but ftead of them a thort tight jacket, Jaced before,
They wear many petticoats, which make them appear vncom-
monly bulky ; but the poor people who live in towns, wear veils
when they walk the ftreets; thele are made of black fay, and in
the form of two petticoats, one above the other : when they go
abroad, they take the upper fold and bring it over the head,
wrapping it fo clofe about them that no part of the face is feen
but one ecyes thus they behold every body they meet, without
‘being known, for all their veils are of the fame colour and ftuff,
except thofe of theladies, which are made of filk. -

In Santz Cruz in the ifland of Tenerife, and in the city of
Palmas in Canaria, (ome of the moft fathionable ladies go abroad in
their chariots, drefled after the modes of the French and Englith;
but none walk the fireets unveiled, yet the ladies now-a-days
wear them fo open, that any body may difcover the whole face, the
neck, and even a part of the breafts, The young ladies wear no
cap or any thing elfe on their heads, but have their fine long black
hair plaited, tocked up behind, and laid on the crown of the head,
where it is faftened by a gold comb. They wear no ftays, but tight
fhort jackets, like the cominon people, enly with-thisdifference, that
they are made of finer ftuff: they alflo wear mantles of fCarlet cloth
or fine white fannel, laced with gold or filver. The moft ex-
penfive part of their drefs is their bracelets, ngcklaces, ear-rings,
and other jewels. :

In thefe ilands there is fearcély to be fecn, even among people
of the firft rank, either a man or woman who walks with an eafy
and graceful aic.  This imperfection is owing to nothing elfe than
their going abroad almoft conftantly veiled, or covered with long
cloaks, fo that the women are not known, confequently they care
neot how they walk ; and the mens motions are hid by their long

Qo2 cloaks:
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cloaks : when they lay them afide, and deefs in upper coats, and
wear fwords, canes, and perukes, with their hats under their arms,
they make the moft fiff, awkward, and ridiculous appearance
imaginable.

Trose people whg have been bred in England muft not expe@
to find fuch cleanlinefs of per{on every where abroad, as in theivown
country, efpecially among the lower fort of people. Here the
poor are remarkably Joufy, and are not afhamed of it, for the wo-
men may be feen fitting at the doors of their houfes picking the
lce out of one another’s heads. The itch is common among all
ranks, and they take no pains to cure it. The fame may be faid -

of venercal diforders, although this laft diftemper is not quite
general as the firil,

TrEe food of the eommon people in the country is generally
goflio, fiuvit, and wine, with fit-fith which is brought to thof
iflands from the coalt of Barbary in great abundance. Some think
that the itch, {o frequent liere, is owing to the natives cating fo
much of that food. Freth fitlh in the fummer is tolerably plenty,
but at other times more {tarce and dear. I need not here deferibe

the food of the gentry, becaufe in all countries they live on the
bett of what they can procure.

Tux houfcs of the peafants and lower fort of people are of
one ftory, and built of ftone and lime: the roofs are cither thatched,
or tiled.. Thefe houles are generally neat, commodions,. and clean
indeed there is little dirt or duft in thefe iflands to mrke them.
nafty, becaufe the ground js moftly rocky, and, by reafon
of the almoft continual fine weather, is rarely wet. The
walls of the hovfes here are bnilt of fone and lime,. the roofs
are covered with pantiles, and the beams, rafters, and Aoors are all

4 of
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of pines. Thofe of people of rank arc two flories high, four~
fquare, with an open courtin the middle, much like our public
inps in England, having, like them, balconies on the infide of each
fquare of the houfe, and which arc on a level with the floor of
the fecond ftory.  The ftrect-door is placed in the middle of the
front of the houfe; within that door is 2 fecond ; the {fpace between
them 1is the breadth of the rooms of the houfe : this place is
called La Cafa Puerta, the outer door of which is gencrally open alt
day long, and fhut in the evening. When you enter the inner
door of the cafa puerta, you come to the Patio, or court-yard,
which is large or {fmall according to the fize of the houfe, and is
generally paved with flags, pebbles, or fome other fones.  In the
center of the court is a fquare or cireular flone wall, of about the
beight of four feet, filled with earth, in which are commonly
planted banana, orange, or other furt of trees. All the lower
ftory of each gquarter of the houfe are {tore-rooms or cellars. The -
ftairs leading to the fecand ftory generally commence at the righe
or left hand corners next the door of the court as one enters it, and
confift of two flights of fteps, whicl lead into the gallery, from
whence one may have accefs to any quarter of the fecond ftory,
without going through the rooms of any of them. The principal
apartments are commonly in that quarter of the houfe facing the
ftreet, which contains a hall, with an apartiment at each end
thertof, ‘Thefe rooms are the whele breadth of the quarter, and
the hall is juit as long again as any of the apartments at its exire-
mities.  The windows af thaft rooms are formed of wooden lat-
tices, curiounfly wrought, and are all in the outfide wali, none of’
them looking inwards to the court,  In the middle of the front
quarter of fome great houfes, on the outlide above the gate, and
equal with the floor of the fecond ftory, is a b:'.iirony i fome have:
‘a gallery mnning from one end of thequurter to the other: but this
.is not common on the outfide of the hiouie, The apartments are
all
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all white-wathed ; thofe at the extremitics of the great hall, and
fome of the reft, are lined with fine mats to about the height of
five feet from the flooy, which is fometimes covercd with the lame
fiuff.  The fides of the windows of all the rooms are lined with
boards, topreventpeople’scleaths from being whitened by thelime,
becaufe the window is the place wherethey commonly (it, there be
ing benches on each fide of it for that purpofe; and a firanger is al-
wiys condudted to.the window by the mafter of the houfe, whenhe
intends to thew himn refpect.  The infide of the walls of the great
hall, and of fome of :the reft of the apartmnents, is hung with
paintings, which are reprefentations of the Virgin, the twelve
zpoftles, f{aints, and martyrs, generally drawn as big as the life,
and diftinguithed by fome particular circamflance of their hiftory ;
for inftance, St Peter is reprefented looking at a cock and weep-
ing, a great bunch of keys hanging at his girdle.  St. Anthony, as
preaching to the fithes. I do not remember to have feen one
profane picture in any of the natives houfes, nor even a map,
They feldom ufe curtains to their beds in thefe ilands, looking on
them as receptacles for buggs and fleas, which abound and mui-
tiply here exceedingly.  What they chicfly ufe are mattrefies,
which they fpread on the floor upon fine mats : befides the bed-
linen, there is a blanket, and above that a filk quilt; the fheet,
pillows, and quilt are generally fringed, or pinked in the very fame
manner as the throud for a dead corple in fome parts of Furope.

In a particular apartment in every houfe there is 2 place raifed a
ftep higher than the floor, which is covered with mats or carpets;
there the women commonly fit together npon cuthions, do their
domeftic bufinefs, and rcceive vifits from their own fex,

CHAP.
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C H A P XV,

Qf the Manners, Cufloms, and Genius of the Natives of Canarids
Tenerife, Palma, Gomera,. and Hierro.

HE natives of thefcillands, although their deportment isgrave,

are extremely quick and fenfible. The women are remark-

able for their vivacity and fprightly converfation, which far ex-

ceeds that of the French, Englith, or other northern nations.

This agreeable lively humour is not peculiar to the inhabitants of

thofe iflands, but is common to thofe of the temperate countries,

particularly the northern part of Afiica, as I thall have occafion to
mention in the account which I intend to give of that country.

"T'rz Baronde Montefquicn has been very particular in telling ns
what effe& the air and climate has upon the temper and genius
of the inhabitants of different countries ; but although no atten~
tive traveller.can ever be perfuaded to agree with him in his notions
of thefe things, yet we may vwentuge to affert with truth that the
natives of the temperate climates are naturally endowed with more
fenfe, penetration, and quicknefs of apprehenfios, than thofe of the
conntries fituated to the fonthward or nosthward of them: for, tor
whatever caufe it may be owing, itis certain that the northern na-
tions, Blacks and Indians, arc a heavy, phlegmatic, and ftupid
people, when compared with the Libyans, Arabs, Spaniards, and
Canarians: but this differcnce cannot be fo well obferved as in fuch
of thefe people as have not bad the advantages of cducation, but.
are left entirely to nature.

THE g.rcat families in thofe iflands would be highly -offended -
if. any one- fhotld tell them' that they are defcended 'from the
' Moors;
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Moors, or even the ancient inhabitants of thefe iflands ; yee I
unagine it would be po dificult matter to prove, that mott of their
amiable cuftoms have been handed down to them from thofe
people, and that they have inherited littie elfe from the Gothic
fide but barbarity.  Yet the Canarian gentry, and all the Spa-
niards, are proud of being thought to have defeended from the
Goths. .

Tur gentry of thefe iflands boalt much of their birth, and
with reafon; for they are defcended from fome of the beft fami-
lies in Spain. It ds faid that the Count of Gomera is the true
heir to the honours of the houfe of Medina Celi*, but is not able
to affert his juft title, becaufe of the great influence the prefent
Duke has at the court of Madrid, from his immenfe fortune.
The gentry here have fome privileges, which I cannot fpecify,
but they are trifling. I remember when a Scots Gentleman of fa-
mily, a phyfician in Canaria, wanted to obtain the rank of no-
bility in that ifland, he was obliged to produce a certificate from
his native country, that there never had been a butcher, taylor,
miller, or porter in his family, This was not difficult to pro-
cure, as he came from a remote part of the Highlands of Scot-
land,- where very few follow any handicraft. It is not to
be wondered at, that the profeffion of a butcher thould not
be eftcemed, or that of a taylor, which laft is a profeflion rather
too effeminate for men to be employed in ; but why millers and

orters thould be held in contempt, is hard to imagine; efpeci-
ally the former, who are an inoffenfive fet of men, and ab-
folutely neceffary in almoft every country: it is true, indeed, that
here they are great thizves, for each family feads its own corn to
the mill, where, unlels it is narrowly looked after, the miller

% The Duke of this name Is one of the Grandees of Spain.

generally
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generally makes an handfome toll. 1 have been infarmed, that
when any crimioal is to fuffer death, and the proper executioner
happens to be out of the way, the oflicers of'juf{ice may feize the
firft butcher, miller, or porter they can find, and compel him to
perform that difugrecable office,

I remeMoer that once when I touched at the ifland of Go-
mera, to procure frefh water, I hired fome milerably poor ragged
filhermen to fill our water-cafks and bring them on board : fome
time after, I went to the watering-place, to fee what progrefs
they had made, when I found the catks foll, and all ready for
rolling down to the beach, with the Afthermen ftanding by, con-
verfing together as if they had nothing to do. I reprimanded
them for their floth in not difpatching the bufinefs I employed
them in; when one of them, with a difdainful air, replied,
¢ What do you take us to be, Sir? do you imagine we are porters ?
“ na, Sir, we are fearnen.” Notwithﬁ'anding all my intreaties,
and promiles of reward, I could not prevail on any of them to
put their hands to the catks to roll them to the water-fide, but
was obliged to hire porters,

In another voyage | happened to have feveral Canarian feamen
on board, among whom was a boy from Palma, who had been a
butcher's apprentice or fervant ¢ the feamen would not eat with
him for a long time, until [ came to underftand ir, when I obliged
them to mefs all together, though my order was not obeyed with-
out much grumbling and difcontent.

ANoTHER time, 2 patron of one of the Cunary fithing-boats
came aboard our fhip, on the coalt of Bacbary, and breakfufted
with us; befides ouclelves there were then at table a Jew {our

interpreter) and @ Moor; when the patron (or mafter of the bark) -
Pp ) took
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took me afide, and gravely reprimanded me for bringing him iato
fuch bad company ; ¢ For (added he) although I am obliged by
« peceffity to carn my bread by the fithery on this coaft, yer I
¢ am an old Chriftian of clean blood, and {corn w fit in company
¢t with many in Santa Cruz who are called Gentlemen, yet can-
« not clear themfelves from the charge of having a mixture of
« Jewifh and Moorifh blood in their veins.”

Tae gentry of thefe iflands are commonly poot, yet extremely
polite and well bred. The peafants and labouring poor are not
without « confiderable fhare of good manners, and have little of
that furly rufticity which is o common among the lower kind of
people in England; yet they do not feem to be abathed or athamed
in prefence of their fuperiors, When a beggar alks alms of a
gentlenan, he addrefles him in this mamer, *¢ For the love of
+ God, Sir, pleafe to give me half a rial,”  If the other does not
choofe ta give him any thing, he replies in a civil manner,
<« May your worfhip cxcufe me, for the love of God.”  The fer-
vants and common people are exceflively addicted to pilfering, for
which they are feldom otherwife puniflied than by being turned
oif, beaten when deteéted, or imprifoved for a fliort time.  Rob-
heries are feldom or ever committed here; but murder is more
common than in England, the natives of thefe iflands being ad-
didted to revenge. I do not remember to have heard of any duels
among them, for they cannot comprehend how a man’s having
courage to fight, can atone for the injury he hath done his anta-
gonift, The confequence of killing a man here, is that the mur-
derer flies to a church for refuge, until hecan find an opportunity
to cfeape out of the country : if he had been greatly provoked or
imured by the deceafed, and did not kill him premeditately or in.
«ald blood, he will find every body ready to aflift him in his en-
dzavours to efeape, except the near relations of the murdered

3 pecion..
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petfon. Neverthelefs quarrels are not o frequent heve as in Eng-
land ; which may in part be owing to the fatal confequences they
are attended with, or the want of coffee-houfes, taverns, or other
public houfes; and alfo by reafon of the temperance of the gen-
try in drinking, and their polite behaviour, with the little jnter-
courfe there is among them,

‘Trr common pesple do not fight together in public like the
Englith ; but if one perfon offends another o as to put bim in a
violent paflion, the injured party, if he is able, talkes vengeance
on the aggreffor in the beft manner he can, without regard to what
we call fair-play, until fuch time as he thinks he has got fufhi-
cient fatisfaction of his body equal to the injury received: but
quarrelling in public is looked on as highly indecent, and there-
fore does not often happen,

Tue natives of thefe iflands are temperate in their eating and
drinking. Ifa gentleman was to be feen drunk in public, it would
be a lafting ftain on his reputation, I am informed, that the evi-
dence of a man who can be proved a drunkard, will not be taken in
a court of juftice; therefore all people here, who have a ﬂmng
inclination to wine, fhut themftives up in their bed-chanbers;
drink their fill there, then get into bed and fleep it off.

Tae gentry are extremely litigions, and generally entangled
in intricate and endlefs law-fuits, T happened to be in a Notary’s
office, in the ifland of Gomera, where obferving huge bundles
of papers piled upon the fhelves ; T enquired of the Notary if it
was poffible that all the law-bufine® of that little ifland could
fwell to fuch a quantity of writings? he replied, that he had al-
molt twice as much piled np in two cellars ; und faid there was an-
other of his profefiien in the fame place, who had as much if not
more bufinels than himf{clf.

Pp:z Peorry
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Peorre of all ranks in thefle illands are of an amorous difpo-
fition ; their notions of love are fomewhat romantic, which may
be owing to the want of innocent freedom between the fexes; yet
I never could obierve that the natives here are more jealons than
the Englith or French, although they bave been fo reprelented by
thofe nations. The truth of the matter is, that in cvery country
cuftom has eftablithed between the fexes certain bounds of decency
and decorum, beyond which no perfon will go, without a bad in-
tention: for inflance, freedoms are taken with women in France,
which are there reckoned innocent ; but would not be {uffered by
Tadies in England, who have any regard for their virtue or reputa~
tion : again, in England virtuous women aliow men to ufe fuch
freedoms with them, as no virtuons woman in thefe i%ands could
bear with 1 yet in Irance there are no more loofe women, in pro~
portion to the number of inhabitants, than in the Canary Iltands,

Youxc people here fall in love at fight, without having the
lealt acquaintance with the beloved objedt. When the parties
agree to marry, and find their parents averfe to their union, they
inform the Curate of the parith of the affair, who goes to the
houfe where the girl lives, demands her of her parents or guardians,
and endeavours to bring them to agree to her marriage; buc if
they will not be perfuaded to give their confent, he takes her away
before their faces without their being able to hinder him, and de-

pofits her in a nunnery, or with forhe of her relations, until he
masries them.,

I ax informed that it is not uncommon for a2 lady here to fend
to a man, and make him an offer of her perfon in an honourable
way ; if be does not think proper to accept of her offer, he keeps
it fecret 611 death ; if he thould do otherwife, he would be locked
upon by all people in the moft deteflable and defpicable light.

Young
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Young men are not permitted to court young girls when they
have no intention to marry them; for if 2 woman can prove that
a man has, in the leaft inftance, endeavoured to win her affec-
tions, .fhe can oblige him to marry her.

I po not remerber to have ever failed from the Canary
Iflands, without being rongly importuned to allow young fellows
to embark with me, who were under promife of marriage, and
wanted to forfake their miftreffes. I remember to have feen a
man at Orotava, who, fome years before, had lived at Gomers,
where he coutted a gird, and gained her confent to be his wife ;
but fuddenly repenting of what he had done, and finding no other
means of getting away from her, he took the advantage of the
firft welterly wind, and boldly embarked in an open boat, with-
out oars, fils, or rudder, and launched into the ocean; he was
driven before the wind and feas for two days and nights, when at
latt he drew near the rocky fhore adjacent to Adehe in Tenerife,
where he muft have perifhed, had it not been for fome hthermen
who perceiving his boat, went off, and brought her to a fafe har-
bour.

Twys law, obliging peoplc to adhere to their love-engagements,
like many other good laws, is abufed; for by means of it loofe
women, who have not loft their reputation, often lay fhares to
entrap the fimple and wowary; dnd worthlefs ambitious young
men form defigns upon ladies fortunes, without having the leaft
regard for their perfons : although it muft be owned there few
mercenary lovess in this part of the world, their notions of that
pafiion being too refined and romantic to admit the idea of making
it fubfervient to intereft or ambition.

A vouNg lady in one of thele iftands fell deeply in Iove with
2 gentlernan, and uled every ast the was miftrels of, to captivate
his



204 THE HISTORY OF

his heart, but in vain; at Inft, being hurried on by the violence of
Lier pafiion, which rendered her quite defperate, fhe made uft of the
following ftratagem to oblige him to marry her.  She profecuted
him wpon a promife of marriage, which fhe pretended he lad
made to her, and fuborned witnefles who fwvore they had feen
hiwn in bed with her. The evidence appeaved fo clear to the
court, that, without the leaflt hefitation, it gave a fentence for
the plaintiff, compelling the defendant to marry her.  With this
unjult fentence he was obliged to comply, though with the ut-
moft regret 3 for as the lady had thewn fo litrde regard for her
reputation as to [wear falfly to her own fhame, he conld look upon
her in no other light than that of 2 loofe and abandoned woman :
however he wasagreeably difappointed, and had ail pofiible reafon
to believe fhe was a virgin, Being amazed at her flrange con-
dud, he entreated her to unravel the wyftery of her unaccountable
behaviour; ¢ Tor {faid he) you muft be fenlible that I am 10n0-
« gent of what you have fvorn againft me.”  She frankly owned
the whole affair, and added for an excufe, that (he would rather
have lived in hell, than not to have obtained the obieét of her
love. Upon this declaration he gencroufly forgave her, and they
afterwards lived happily together.

GeNeraLLy fpeaking, there are more unhappy marciages here,
than in thofe countiics where young people have more aceefs to be
acquainted with one another's difpofitions before they agree to live
together for life. In countrics where innocent freedoms fubhft
Letween the fexes, lovers are generally not {o blinded with pafiion,
that they cannot perceive their miftrefies are mortal, and partake of
human fratlty, confequently refolve to pur up with fome failings:

but this thought never enters into the imagination of a romantic
tover,

GENTLEMEN



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 295

GENTLEMEN here get up by day-break, orat fun-rifing, and
commonly go to chutch foon after, to hear mals; at eight or nine
in the morning they breakfaft on chocolate.  The ladies feldom
go to mafs before ten o'clock in the forencon; but the women-
fervants generally attend it about fun-rifing. At the elevation of
the hoft, which is commonly a little before noon, the bells toll,
when all the men who happen to be in the ftreets, or within
hearing of them, take off their hats, and fay, ¢ I adore thee and
¢ praife thee, body and blood of our Lord Jefus Chrift, fhed on
« the tree of the crofs, to walh the fins of the world.”

At noon every body goes home to dinner, when all the ftreet-
doors are fhut until three in the afternoon. In gentlemen’s houfes,
the firft difh which is put on the table contains foup, made of
beef, mutton, pork, bacon, carrots, turneps, potatoes, peas,.
onions, f{affron, &c. ali ftewed together: when 1t is poured
into the difh, they put in it thin flices of bread. The fecond
courfe confifts of ronfted meat, &c. The third 1s the olio, or ingre-
dients of which the foup was made.. After which comes the defert,,
confifting of fruit and fweetmeats, The company drink freely
of wine, or wine and water, all the time of dinner ; but no wine
after the cloth is removed.  'When they drink to one another, they
{ay, ** Your health, Sir;” or, « Madam, your health.,” The
anfiwer is, ** May you live a thoufand years; ™ and fometimes,.
« Much good may it do you.” Imimediately after dinner, a large-
heavy, thallow, filver difh, filled with water, is put upon the table,
when the whole company all at once put their hands into the water,
and wath ; after which a fervant ftands at the lower end of the
table, and repeats the following benediction : « Blefed and praifed
« be the moft holy facrament of the altar and the clear and pure,
¢ conception of the moft holy Virgin, conceived in grace from.

s« the firft inftant of her natural exiftence, Ladies and gentle-
’ “ men,
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“ men, much good may it do you.” So making 2 low bow to
the company, he retires ; when they rife, and cach gaes to his
apartment, to take a nap for about an hour; thisis called the
Siefto, and is very bencficial in a warm climate ; for after one
awakes from it, he finds himfelf refrefhed and fit to go about his
affairs with {pirit: yet the medical gentlemen here condemn this
cuftom, and fay it is pernicious to the conftitution ; but how can
a thing be prejudicial to health, that nature compels 4 man to?
for in hot countries there is no avoiding a {hort nap after dinner,
without doing viclence to nature, efpecially where people get up
by day-break. ’

Tuz gentry feldom give an cntertainment withont having a
Iriar for one of the guefts, who is generally the Confeflor 1o
fome of the family.  Some of thefe people, on thofe occafions,
take much upon them, and behave with great freedom,_ or rather
il manners; yet the mafter of the houfe and hjs guelts do not
choofe to rebuke them, but let them have their own way. I hap-
pencd once to go to dine at 2 gentleman’s houft in onc of the
iflands, when a Francifcan Friar was one of the guefts ; we had
fearce begun to eat, when the Friar aflked me if I was a Chpiilian }
Freplied, <1 hope (0.” Then he defired me to repeat the Apoftles
Creed. I anfwered, that I knew nothing about it, Upon this
he ftared me full in the face, and faid, < O thou black afs!”
I'afked him what he meant by treating me in that manner? he
anfwered only by repeating the fame abufe. The mafier of the
houfe endeavoured, but in vain, to perfuade him to give over.
As at that time [ did not underftand Spanith fo well as to exprefs
myfelf ﬁuemly, I rofe up, and told the mafter of the houle, I faw
he was not able to proteé me from infults at his own table : then
taking my hat, I went away.

In
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In the morning and evening vifits, guefts are prefented with
chocolate and fweetmeats; but in the fummer evenings with
fnow-water. People here fup between eight and nine, and retire
to reft foon afier, :

C H A P XVl

Of the dmufements of the Inbabitants of the Canary Hflands; and of
the State of Learning among them.

ACH of the Canary Iflands, and every town or village in it,

has fome particular faint for its patron, whofe day is cele-

brated as a feltival by a particular fervice in the church, where a
{ermon is preached in honour of the faint.

Ow thefe occafions the fireet near the church is ftrewed with
leaves of trees, flowers, &c. a great number of wax tapers are
lighted, and a confiderable quantity of gunpowder expended in fire-
works, The moncy neceffary for defraying the expence of thefo
feftivals, is commonly raifed by a contribution among the pa-
rithioners.  On the eve of that day there is generally a kind of
fair, to which the people of the adjacent countey flock, and fpend
the greateft part of the night in jollity and dancing to the found of
the guittar, accompanied by the voices of the dancers, and of thefe
who play en that inftrument.  Many forts of dances are%ra&iﬁ:d
here, particularly Zarabands and Folias, which are flow dances;
the tune they always play to the laft-mentioned, is the [ame with
that which we call Joy to great Cuefar, &c.  The quick dances are
the Canario, Fandango, and Zapateo : the firlt of thefe was the
dance ufed by the ancient Canarians ; the fecond is that which is
now moltly practifed by the vulgar; and the laft is much
the fame with our horpipe. :

Qq . Some
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SomE of thefe dances may be called dramatic, for the men ng
verfes to their partners, who anfwer them in the {ame manner,
Thefe iflanders have commonly excellent voices, and there are
but few of them who cannot play on the guittar. |

On the feaft of the tutelaraintsof Canaria, Tenerife, and Palms,
plays are aded in the fireets for the amufement of the multi-
sude ; but as the performers are not adturs by profefiion, being:
forme of the inhabitants of the place who have a natural turn that
way, it cannot be expedied they fthould attain to any degree of ex~
cellence In thele exhibitions,

Every family of eminence has its particular fiint or patron,.
to whofe honour a feftival is held at a great expence : on fuch ocea-
fions the gentry vie with one another in coftly entertainments and

fplendos..

Trp diverfions among the vulgar, befides {inging, playing om
the guittar, and dancing, are wrettling, cards, quoits, and throw~
ing a ball through a ring, which is placed at a great diftance off.

Tue gentry frequently take the air on horfeback : and the
ladies, when obliged to travel, ride on affes; and ufe, inftead of
a faddle, a fort of chair, which is very commodions. The prin-
cipal roads in thefe iflands are paved with pebble.ftones of the
fame kind with thofe ufed in the fireets of London.

TusrE are a few chariotsin the city of Palmas iy Canaria, the
town of Santa Cruz and the city of Lagunain Tenerife ; but they
are kept more for thew than utility, for the roads here are frecp.
and rocky, and therefore unfit fir wheel-carriages ; they are alk
drawn by muyles.

4 Tug
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Tue peafants, efpecially thofe of Gomerg, have an art of leap-
ing from rock to rock, when they travel : the method is this;
a man carries a long pole or ftaff, with an iron fpike at the end
of it; and when he wants to defcend from oue rock to another,
he aims the point of his pole at the place where he intends to
light, throws himfelf towards it, and pitches the end of the pole fo
as to bring it to a perpendicular, and then flides down gently up-
on it to the ground.

Tue Englifh and other foreigners in the Canary Iflands, com-
plain much of the want of good phyficians and furgeons, and not
without caufe; for what other reafon can be afligned {or the na-
tives being {o over-run with the itch and venereal diforders, which
might be fo eafily eradicated ?

Tue difeafes molt predominant here, befides the above men-
tioned,.aré the Tabardilla, or fpotted fever ; and the Flatos, 2 windy
diforder affefting the bowels, ftomach, and head. The palfy is
frequent here, and prevails moftly among the aged.  Theague isa
diforder peculiar to the ifland of Gomera, for it is fearcely known
in the other iflands. A few of the natives are afflicted with the
leprofy : as it is reckoned incurable, thete is-an hofpital at Gran
Canaria, et apart for the reception of the unhappy {ufferers by
that loathfome diftemper. The moment 2 man of fortune is
adjudged to be a leper, his whole effects are feized for the ufe of the
hofpital, without leaving any part for the fupport of his family :
but poor people who are infeCted with this diforder, are Ieft to fub-
fift the beft way they can, ot perifh in the ftreets. The Diretors
of the hofpital are the fole judges of theleprofy, from whofe deter-
mination there is no appeal. )

Tue children here:ase taught in the convents reading, writing,
Latin, arithmetic, logic, and fome other branches of philofophy.

Qaz Greck
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Greek is never tearned here, not even by the fudents in divinity.
The Latin authers which fcholars read are the clafiics.

Happening to be in company with one of. the molt learned:
fludents of all the iflands, he examined me: particularly concerning
the ftate of learning in England, and what branch of it was moft
in efleem there: after fatisfying himin thofe particulars, I enquired
in my turn what ftudies prevailed in thefe illands; he replied, thae
jurifprudence and logic were thofe moft efteemed, but chiefly
the latter, which was his favourite ftudy. When he found I had
ot learned it, liereprimanded me for wantof tafte, and informed

me that my countryman DunsScotus was the beft logician. that ever
the world produced.

'Fue natives of the Canary Iffands have a genius for poetry, and.
compofe verfes of different meafures, which they fet to mufic.
I have feen fome fongs there, which would Be greatly efteemed in
any country where a tafte for poetry prevails. I once had in my
pofleflion. fome fatirical verfes, compofed by the Marquis de San
Andrd, of Tenerife, which were meflt excellent, and inferior te

none I have yet feen, although he was no lefs than feventy-five
years of age when he wrote them.

‘Tue books meft commonly read by the laity are the lives of
faints and martyrs. ‘Thefe performances are ftuffed with legends
and curious fables. ‘Thomas & Kempis and the Devout Pilgrim are
in every library here, and are much admired. The firlt of thefe is
fo.well known ip England, that I bave no occafion todfay any more
of it.. The Devout Pilgrim is a defeription of a journey to the Holy
Land, with an account of every thing there worthy of a pilgrin’s
potice; to which are added particular inftructions and advice to.
thofe who. undertake that, journey. As our Methodifis and other-

religions.
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yeligious fets in England look on the Roman Catholics as a people
void of fuch fort of piety as they value themfelves upon, and of
which they make their boaft, although it confifts in nothing elfe
than high-founding wourds; I fay, becaule thcy deipife the Roman
Catholics, let them read the following extrad from the Devous
Pilgrim,

Our author having given diretions to thofe who may be dew
firous to undertake a journey to the Holy Land, fets the example
of two pilgrims before their eyes,. which, fays he,. you ought to
copy. ‘¢ One of thefe pilgrims, after having vifited the greates
« part of the hely places, came to the moft holy mount of Cal-
« yary. Seeing himflf in that moft precicus, and holy place,
« with o moft fervent and compaffionate love beheld and con-
templated Chrift our Redeemer, faftened and hanging on the
crofs, {bedding his blood through the five divine fountains.
of fect, hands, and fide, his whole body wounded, and his
divine head crowned with thorns, and reclining in the fame
pofture it was in when he faid, Itis finithed : with copious tears
and contrition fer his fins, he greatly bemoaned: himfelf to
fre God and Man dying for him, and faid, My God and my
Lord Jefus, fovercign of my foul, foe svhat theuld L defire to fee
any thing more in this world ? Lord, Ibeieech thee, that fince
thow haft done me this favcor, and: thenght me worthy to
o come to this moft holy place, where thou gavelt chy molt holy
« life for me; may it {eemn good unto thee, that I give mine
« in this fame place, for thee. Then faying, with:St. Paul, thefe
~e« words, “ To me to live is Chrift,” he cxpied, and his foul
= was carried to heaven. Happy pilgrim,, and blefled. foul.1.”
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SoME years ago a book, intituled, The Hiftory of the Reople
of God, was tranflated into Spanifh from the French or italian,
being fomething of the nature of our Hifteries of the Bible, or

TJofephus’s.
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Jofephus’s Antiquities of the Jews. This book was in almott every
gentleman’s heufe in the Canary Iflands, and was frequently the
{ubject of converfation among the clergy and laity; but it has
lately been condemned at Rome, and all the copies here were {eized
foon after by the Inquifition.

Frw profane books are read here,-becaufe they cannot be im-
ported into the iflands without being firlt examined by the Holy
Office, 2 court with which no body choofes to have any trani-
actions; yet here and there one meets with fome of thofe excellent
books which were wrote by anthors who flourithed 1n Spain after
the civil wars in that kingdom ceafed on the conquelt of Granada,
and before the Inqguifition arvived at its higheft pitch of authority;
for when that tribunal was firmly eftablithed, learning withdrew
from Spain and fettled in other countries. The Hiftory of the
Wars in Granada is in every body’s hands here, and is read by
ail ranks of people. Plays are not wanting in thefe illands, moft
of which arg very good ; for the Spantards have {ucceeded better
in dramatic performances than any other Europeans. Among
many other authors of that kind, thele are the molt celebirated,
Juan de Matos Fragofo, Jofeph CaRizarez, Auguftin de Salazar,
Luis Velez de Guevara, Antonio Solis, Auguftin Mereto, Pedro
Calderon, and Lopez de Vega Carpio : but of alf thefe Don Pedro
:Calderon is moft efteemed by the Spaniards; 2and not without
reafon, for his plays are inferior to none that have yet appeared on
any ftage in Europe. Lopezde Vega Carpio has beens by many juftly
compared to our Shakefpear: it was from-one of bis plays, called
Los Benavides, that the famous Cid of Corneille was planned ;
this will evideatly appear when thefe performances are compared
together, and it will be hard to determine which of the two is
the molt excellent, '

Lorrz
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LorEz BB VEGA’s dramatic writings are extremcly fearce,
and difficult to e got even in Spain; for this reafon, and becaufe
the Englifh reader’s curiofity may be excited by hearing him com-
pared to Shakefpear, 1 fhall here give a {pecimen of his dramatic
performances out of one of them called El Mayorazgo Dudofo.
Lifardo, Prince of Scotland, having feen a portrait of the Princefs.
of Dalmatia, determines to fec her ; and for that purpofe travels.
to that country in difguife : he finds means to be employed as &
gardener in the King of Dahmatiz’s garden, where he became inti-
mate_with the Princefs : 1he refult of this was that the hore 2 {on,
which was commisted to the charge of a gentleman named Albano.
The King hearing of his daughter's dithonour, is greatly enraged,
confines her in a nonnery, and Lifardo in a prifon, where he in-
tends to keep him for life ; and eanfes ditigent fearch to be made
after the child, in order to deflray it.  Albano, in endeavouring:
to {uve the child, is taken with it in his arms by a party of
Moors, who were making a defcent on the coaft : they carry their
captives to Bal:bary, where Luzman, the child, is educated in
the Mahommedan faith, and becomes a great man in that country..
Albano, who continued a flave from the day of his captivity, finds.
means to acquaint Luzman with the circumnftances of his birth,.
and exhorts him to return to Dalmatia, and become a Chrithan:
he complies ; and, under pretence of making 2 defeent on the coaft
of Dalmatia, to diftrefd the Chriflians, he and Albano give the
Moors the flip, and repair to court ; where Luzman, without dif-
covering himfelf, procured leave from the King to vifit Lifardo, his
father, who had been confined twenty years in prifon. It was
neceffary to relate this much, in order that the reader may come
prehend the following fcene.

Sale
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Sale Lifards, con barba, y prifones.

Lisarpo.  En competencia el Tibre, el Ebreo, el Tajo,
Vengo en llorar, y ami favor conuengo,
Quando a penfar en mi priﬁon comiengo,

Imitando de Sififo el trabajo.
Al mifmo infierno imaginando baxo,

La hiftoria de que tanto me averguengo,

Tanto que en llanto 2 Filomena vengo.
Y en foledad Ia tortola aventajo.
Veynte vezes el fol de lirios de oro
" Al argentade pez bordo la efcama
Defde que vi del mendo los enganos.
Y otros tantos ha que en prifion lloro
La vida ques es la puerta de la fama,
{anfado de viuir tan largos afos.

Albano, y Luzman dentro.

Arsano.  Ya han abierto ¢l apofento.
Lvzman.  Albano aguardame aqui.
Lisarpo.  Que raydo es efte? ay de.mi,
Que fofpechas penfamiento
Puerta que jamas fe abrio,
Se abre agora, Dios me valga,
Si es para que el alma faiga.
Que albricias Ie dare yo ?
Alegraos canfxda vida,
Snfrimiento humilde y baxo,
Que ya {e acaba el trabajo,
Y os da Ja muerte acogina,

Como
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Enter Lifards, with a long beard, and in habit of a prifener.

LisarRDo.

ArBaNo.
Luzman.
Lisarpo.

The rapid Tyber may forget to vun,

The ftreams of Ebro and the Tagus fail,

But not my ever-{fwelling tide of grief,

Not Sifyphus, with his recoiling ftone,

Can equal my fatigne, when thought on thought,
Prefs’d onward by my hard captivity,

Spends ufelefs force like waves againft the firand.
The rveful ftory, that involves my foul

In {uch a gulph of (hame, like hell appears.
The tortle’s {folitude is not like mine ;

My mourning’s fadder far than Philomel’s.

The fun with golden lilies twenty times

The zodiac-fith's filver {cales has crown’d,

Since I firft faw the world’s deceit and vanity.
But oft'ner far have I in prifon mourn'd

That life, which is the gate of fame, with-held;
Wearied in drawing out {fo many ufelefs years.

Albane and Luzman without.

See, now they ope the door !

Stay for me here, Albano.
What noife is this? ah! what fufpicious thought ?
The door that never open’d, opens now !
Afiift me, gracious héay'n! — That op’ning door !
Speaks it th'approaching egrefs of the foul 7
Oh what reward then {hall I give? Rejoice,
O wearied life, with fuff ring long abas'd,
That now the toil is ended. See! at laft,
They deign to grant the long long wifh'd-for death.

~

Rr ' As
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LisArpo.
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Clomoe labradoer defeanfo,
Y al jornal Rey me cmbia,
Porque ilegd el fin del dia,
Y de ta noche ¢l defcanfo,
Paciencia, fufrir, va ¢s hecho
Porque abricfe aquellz puerta
Es tomar medida clerta
De la gue han de hazer al pecho,
Abrilda, que ya mis labios
Para el alma {e abrirdn,
Valgama Dios que faldridn
De paciencias, y de agravios,,
Si teneys por cofz cigrta
- Que tan grandes los {uffi;
Tiranos matadme agui,
Que no cabran por la puerta..
Sacad el cuerpo afiigido,
Flaco, encanecido, elado,
Defte Iofef empozado
Veyntes, aios a fer vendido..

Sale Lugmans

Principe guardete el cielo,
~ Que miras embelefado ?
El abito me ha efpantado..
Y cl verte me da confiielo.
Anda ya Is gente affi
Que ha veynte afios que aqui entré
Y puede fer que afli efte,
Porque nunca a nadie vi.
Si el tiempo mudable ha fido,,
2

Atribuyaffe
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As to the weary. ab'rer foothing reft,

And as the fweet-earn'd hire, the King beftows
'This gracious boon : for now the day is gone,
The welcome time of night's repofe is come.
~—Patience! To fuffer now is certain *~That door,
Long fhat, is op'ning for concerting meafures
For the laft office on my panting breaft,

And let it open—that my eager lips

May alfo open for my quiv'ring foul

A paffage. Help me, heav'n ! How many griefs
And tamely fuffer'd wrongs will now get vent!

My wrongs how many, could you underfiand,
Tyrants, you'd kill me here.—The door’s too narrow
To let them out.—But hafle you, come, draw forth
Th'aflicked body, lean, grey-hair’d, and frozen,

Of this endungeon’d Jofeph, fold for twenty years,

Bnter Luzman, kabited a¢ a Moor.
Heav'n guard you, Prince! Why look you fo furpriz'd?

The babit has furpriz’d me; but the fight

Of you gives joy. — Is that the falhion now ?

It may be fo. For, fince within thefe walls

I enter'd, fince a human face I've feen

Full twenty years have pafs’d.  Has time produc’d

* Orthus: — Patience to fuffer ! Now 'tis doac— "Fhat door.

Rrz This
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Atribuyafie a fu nombre,
Que yo tambien era hombre,
Y en piedra me he convestido,
Aunque no lo {oy contigo,
Pugs hablo contigo y lloro.
Lvzman, Y tgno ves que foy Moro?
Lisagpo. Por effo lo digo amigo,
Y pues verdades no callo,
Aunque de Chriftiana ley,
En tierra que es Moro el Rey,
Tambien lo fera el vafiallo,
Lyuzman. El que es por fus obras ruyn
Moro Principe fera.
Lisarpo.  Principe me llamas ya,
Mas jufto es llamar me fin.
Dios fabe que lo deffeo.
Liorss, Juego deffa fuerte
La fentencia de mi muerte
Cierta en tus 0jos la veo,
Pero dime, como a un Moro
Le entregan la execucion {
LuzmaN.,  Oye hafta el fin mi razon,
Y entenderas porque iloro.
Yo foy un Moto de Cran
" Duenio de un Chriftiano efclavo,
Que nacic en efta ciudad,
El qual fue fu nombre Albano.
Cautivole el padre mio,
"Con urn infante en los bragos
Que fegun del vicjo fupe,
Era tu hijo Lifardo.
El qual vive en el fervicio,

Del
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This change? It might. = All things are chang'd by

time.
I too was.once & man, but length of time
Has chang’d me into fone, tho’ not to you
Who hear me {peak, and fee me melting into tears.
Seeft thou not I'm 2 Moor 2
Friend, that ] have in view :
And, as I fcorn to hude the truth —TI deem
That vaflals, av's within 2 Chriftian land,
Will to their Prince conform, when he’s a Moor.

The man abandon’d for his evil deeds,
O prince, (hall be a Moor: .
) Prince calf'ft thou me ?
A viftim, rather fay, as good as dead :
Heav'n knows [ long to be fo.—Ha! doft thou weep?
—Bewaileft fo the fentence of my death ?
I fee't for certain in your eyes.—But fay,
Why of my execution was the charge
Given to a Moor?

Pray hear my tele complete =
Then of my tears the fecret fource you'll trace.
w=Of Oran I'm a2 Moor; tc me belongs

. A Chriftian {lave, known by the name Albano:

Him captive, with an infant in his arms,
My father took. That child (fo faid th’ old man),.
Lifardo, was thy fon; and now he owns

The
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Del Tutco Zayde Otomano,
Tan privado, que le ha hecho

Rey de Oran, fin otros cargos.

No fzbia ¢t mogo iluftre

Su origen famofo, y claro,

Hafta que pudo aquel viejo
Hablaile, y dezirle el cafo,
Viendofe Rey, y tu hijo,
Quifo bolverfe Chriftieno,

Y facarte de prifion,
Vengando tu injufto agravio.
Para que fepas que viene,
Me nombro con otros quatro.

'Y porque efperes {u ayuda,

Que fu flota queda armando.
En que prefio las orillas

Del feno y mar Africano
Coronara de galeras,
Mauniciones y {oldados.

Que {fus vanderas azules.

Vi yo quedar tremolando.
Con tu imagen en prifiones,
Y un fo! efparziendo rayos.
En Aravigo una letra,

Cerca las orlas y cabos,
Diziendo, # Tarde amanece
Perc dara luz temprano.”
Porque ¢l Rey dieffe licencia
Para verte aprificnado,

Un gran prefente le embia
Carta, y pazes, todo falfo,
“Truximos le diez camellos,

{Llora.

Con
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The mighty Turk Zayde Othman for his lord ¢
Wheo, bearing him the moft entire affection,
Has rais'd to many honours, and has made
Him King of Oran. — But th’ illuftrious youth
Was to his origin, renown’d and high,
A frranger, till th'old man found means to give hinu
Of ’s birth and early years the full detail.
—Now King of Oran, and thy fon confefs’d,
He long'd to be a Chriftian, long'd to free
His fire from prifon, and aveage his wrongs.
To give you early news of his epproach,
He me with four commiflion'd : nay,
To make you doubtlefs of his fudden aid,
We left his fleet equipping. Be affur'd,
The azure waves that wath wide Afric’s coaft
Shallwith his gallies, men,.and warlike ftores { He weeps.
Be quickly crown’d.. Lfaw his-enfigns bive
High waving in the wind ; upon.them.flamp'd
Thy image, as in prifon, 2nd 2 fun
Diffufing glorious rays; the motto ran
In Arabic, * Late dawning, but will foon give light.”
That leave to fee thee here we might obtain,
A princely gift, with letrers of feign'd peace,.
Now to the King thy fon hath fent with us..
Ten camels have we brought,. of tapeftry
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Con clen alfombras cargados,
Quatro clefantes famofos,
Con quatro negros Indianos,
Muchas aromas, y olores,
Diez Berberilces cavallos,
Atados a los argones,
Carcaxes, flechas, y arcos,
Movido del gran prefente
Licencia de verte ha dado,
Yo porque fupe la lengua
Toms entre todos la mano,
Lloro de verte afligido
Con prifion de tantos afios,
Por lo que 2 Luzman le devo,
Y por t valor Chriitiano.
Efpera en Dios que el te libre
Porque de fu ingenio, y brago
Ya lieva 1a fama nuevas
Deide el Oricnte al Ocafo,
Que efto pudo merecer
Mi paciencia, y fufrimiento,
Llorad ojos que no fiento
Que queda en vos mi plazer,
No e quede mi alegria,
Sin falir ojos por vos
Mas no pedra que {oys dos,
Y por cien mil no podria.
Hijo tengo tan honrado
Que quiera librarme adi,
Oy hijo yo foy por ti,
Qge 1o tu de mi engendrado,
O Albano que cuydadofo

- §

Quieres
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An hundred Jonds, four elephants renown'd,

Tour Indian Blacks, of {piceries and perfumes

A wualthy ﬁ01e, of Darb ry horfes ten,

With quivers, bows, and arrows well cqmpp
Mov'd with this prefent, he hath giv'n us lcavc

To pay you hete this vifit; and becaufe

Among us only I the language knew,

I toak the lead. But, ah! the fight of thee,’

With many years’ confinement fore opprefs'd,

Ilath in my heart producd the grief yowve feen.

This heart — by all the ties of duty bound

To Lugman, — to thee allo, by th’ efteem

I bear thy worth, O Chriftian! — Truft in God;

Thy fon will yet deliver thee: his fame

For pow'r and wifdom now is fpreading faft

From caft to weit.

Amazing! who'd have thought
My patience €'cr could merit fuch a boon! w—
Weep now, iine eyes, and fead forth ftreams of joys
No more of grief. — My joy now only lives,
‘While ftreaming freely thro’ your two canals :
---But what are two, where thoufands can't {uffice?
And have 1 then fo honouorable a (on,
Who thus would fave me ! -—~ O my fon! to-day
I am of thee, not thou of me, begotten !
c—-Tow careful, O Albano! haft thon been
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Quicres heredero darme,
Mas como podra heredarme
Mayorazgo tan dudofo ?

51 es mi hijo ?

No ha de &,

S5t en todo fefor te imita,
Y tray en fu cara efcrita
Tu imagen, y proceder?
Que fehas mas ciertas fon
Que en hablandote effe Albano,
Quiere bolver{e Chriftiano,
Y facarte de prifion ?

Bien dizes, i hijo es,
Que el alma lo dize affi,
Agora me libre a mi,

Y engendrarele defpues.

Come dizes que fe Hama?

Luzman.

Dios le de fu luz,

Conoce a Dios?

Con {u cruz

Tiernas lagrimas derrama,
Ya efta dieftro en vuefira ley,
Que talle tenc ¢

Efto mio.

No tiees' Moro mal brio.

Que te Tmito’ dize el Réy.
Apoiat

No quando moego,

Ves clte cuerpo, efta cara,
Pues por retrato baftara.

3

LisarDg,
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To blefs me with an heir ! --- But tell me how
An heir fo doubtful cap be my fucceflor,
If yet he be my fon ?

Sir, mull he ngr,
If, written in his fuce, thy micn and features
Fle bears ; nay, if, in all things, he's thy likenefs ?
What fucer figns than--- what I now affert,
That this Albano haftes, in folemn form,
Taffume the Chriftian pame, and from your dungeon
To fet you free. :

-~- I've done.-~-You realon well ;
He is my fon ---{o fays my very foul.
Sct me but free now —— foon I'll make him out
My fon*. Pray, by what name’s he known?

. Luzman’s his name.
God grant him light f, and verify his name.

~-- Bat knows he God ?
Now on his Crofs intent,

He theds the fender tear ; yea, in your law
He's now expert.
But fay, what like’s his perfon ?
His perfon is like mine.
Moeor, thou haft not
A bad prefence.
Like thine, the King avers.

Like mine at prefent ? _
Nay, when thou walt young.

--="This countenance, this perfon you behold,
For th’ outslines of a portrait may fuffice.

+ Lugz, in Spanifh, ﬁgni_ﬁes Light.
S5s2 LisArRBO.
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Lisarpo.  En verte me alegro, y gozo.
Honrada prefencia tiencs,
Eres nobje ?
Lyzman. Como aguel
De quien foy hijo, fi del
A tener noticia vienes,
Lisarpo. No fe que he mirado en i,
Y afli una prueva hare yo,
De que viendo 2l que le hirig,
Rebienta la fangre alli.
Arrimarete a mi pecho,
A ver la fangre que haze,
Abragame,
Lezvan,  Que me plaze,
Lisarpe. Ay hijo, fa prueva has hecho.
Luzman., Que dizes?
Lisarpo.  Que en abragarte
Sintieron la alteracion
La fangre, y ¢l coragon,
Recogidos a una parte.
Perdona que fer podria,
Que huviefie heche efte cfeto
Su imaginado conceto,
En el alma y fantafia.
Si era ¢l coracon yman,
Ve el alma, o qual mas quifieres,
Come a ti fino Io eres,
Como a fu centro fe van ?
Quando una llave fe picrde,
Que afli lo pienfo dezir,
No ay lave que para abyir
Con la perdida concuerde,
Y pucs
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Beliolding you, I feel uncommon joy. =~
Your prefence is endearing —-- are you noble ?

Noble, you'll own, as he whofe fon I am,
If once you knew him,

I've beheld in thee
Somewhat I can't deferibe —-- but now i have it
Put to the proof. My {ympathetic part,
When touch'd, will caufe the kindred blosd to rufh.
I prefs you to iny heart, and then obfecve
What courft the blood will take. Embrace me now.

Your will be done. [They embrace.
Ha! you've prov'd it, fon.
What have I prov'd ?
That, in embracing thee,
The heart and blood the kindred bias took,
And forward fondly rafh’d.-~-Yet ah | forgive me;
Perhaps fome, vain conceit, by fancy’s pow’s
Moving the foul, might this cffeét produce.
---Yet if the heart with juflice may be nan’'d .
The loadftone of the lou} and its afetions,
The proof 's fiill fair : for hotr elfe fhould my foul
Straight to thy heart, as to its center, run? :
If the true key be loft (indulge the thought)
In vain you, feek to open with another.
Since on my foul your heart made {uch imprcﬂion,
You doubtlefs are the key that's long been loft,

This
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Y pues la tuya me dio
Golpe al alma tan {uave,
Sin duda que eres la llave,
Que un tiempo ¢l alma perdio.
De o que niegas me guexo,
Que el no aver efpejo aqui,
Y veo mu efpejo en ti,
Es fefial que eres mi efpejo,
Quando e} retrato pequeio
A fus original parece,
Es quando alegria ofrace
A los ojos de {o duefio,
Y pues en aquel abifmo
De efcuridad, pena, y llanto,
Los nios fe alegran tanto
Es fehal que eres yo mifino.
St efla fangre no te diera,
No me lo dixera aqui
Otra que yo te verti,
Como a Tu centro y csfera,
Y a refolverme al fin vengo,
Puefto que negarlo quieres,
Que i mi hijo no eres
Np es poffible que lo tengo.
Maucho fefios te ha movido
Effe hijo imaginado,
De quien yo he fido traftado,
'St el ariginal no he fido.
Y aunque no fe fi eres padre,
Por fer tu padre dudolo
De aquel hijo venturofo
De tan defdichada madre.

Ll
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This you deny, and that makes me complain :
For here no polifh’d mirror T poflefs,
My image to reflet. "Tis then a fign
That thou art my reflector, when I fee
Myfelf in thece, The likenefs then is good,
When to the owner’s eyes it gives delight,
Since, in this datk abyls of pain and woe,
Thou'lt bright'ned fo minc eyes, what furer proof
That thou art clearly my refleéted felf ?
Hadit thou not got thy blood from me, it ne'er
Had told me fo --- yea that from me thou didit
Proceed, as from thy center and thy fphere.

I'm now at laft refolv’d --- If to deny
Yourfelf to be-my for you fill -perfift,
*Tis nlain T have no fon -~ impoffible I fhould.

With this imaginary fon, whofe place

I'm thought to fill, you've got no {mall concerrr.
-~="Tho' I'm not certain if you are the father,
Becaufe you doubt --- yet,. if T'm not th'original
Of that bleft fon of-an unhappy mother,

He's
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El efta aqui coun Albano,

Y el Rey fin laber quien cs,
Ni que trae mus interes,
Que folo hazerfe Chriftizno,

Hijo le lama, y le ficora

A fi mefa, yafuladg,
Y de fir imperio y eftada
Hazerle heredero intenta,

Albano es governador
‘Del Reyno, aunque el Rey no fabe
Quien es,

En Albzno cabe
Mayor grandeza y honor.

Mas di amigo, que ¢l Rey quiere
Sin ver que i nieto fea,,
Hazer que el Reyno poffea ?

Y que haro quando lo hiziere?

Maucho, no fabiende el cuento,

Cofas fon que ordena Dios.

Muy prefto os vereys los dos

Con muche gufte, y conteuta,
Y porque paffa Ia hora,

Dad licencia, y otro dia

Tenerla felior querria

Para veros como agora,

~ Que dire a Luzman?

Lisarpo.

Amigo,

Dile que fu padre foy,
Y cftas lagrimas te doy
Que e tieves por teftigo.

-Dile que averle engendrado
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He's here then with Albano @ and the King,
Not knowing who he is, or that he comes
With other purpofe than to turn a Chriftian,
Calls him his fon, and honours him as fuch
At his own table, next him&lf to ft.

He likewife of his crown and wide domain
Hatly deftin'd him the heir.  Albano tep, |
Altho” the King yet knows not who he is,
O'er all his kingdom Governor is made.

Increafe of pow’r and grandeur ever may
Albano find |~~~ But fay, friend, will the King,
Not knowing Luzman for his grand-fon, grant
Him to poflefs the kingdom ?

Tho' he thould,

What great thing would he do?

Oft times, indeed,
Men, undefigning, heav'n’s defigns fulfil |
Soon fhall you fee them both to full content.~~-
But now the time is gone--- Pray, give me leave---
Another day I quickly fhall procure
Anaother licence to repeat my vifit -—-
What thall I fay to Luzman?

Tell him, friend,
I am his father «-- and thefe tears [ give you -~
That you may bear them to him as a token, ~--
Tell him --- to’ve been his father, coft me this diftrefs!

Tt Yet
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Me cuefia aquelta prifion,
Que pague efta obligacion,
Pues es de plazo paflado,
Y aquefte abrago le da,
Padre mjo ya rebiento,
Yrme es poflible? que intento
Sin que me conozcas ya !
Dame effos pies, pueses llano
Padre que mis yerros fon,
Merezca tu bendicion,
Pues me engendrafte Chriftiano,
Las lagrimas abrafadas
Deten que darme querias,
Y recibe aqueflas mias
Deffa tu fangre engendradas,
Un rio pueden formar
Las que a tus plantas embio,
Y fin duda que foy rio
Ques ha nacido, y buelvo al mar.
Que veynte afios has vivido
En la prifion que has paffado ?
No refpondes padre amado }
No hablas padre querido?
Fuera mas jufta razon,
Que yo en naciendo muriera,
Pues fi mas tiempo viviera
Mas durara tu prifion ?
Padre no puedes hablar ?
Sin duda €l glma que viene
Con la boz, la boz detiene
Por falir y por entrar,
Padre que Ieon ha fida

En
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Yet fay, his filial debt's repaid : for now

His term of fonthip's paft. --- Take 2l this embrace
And bear ---

323

My father! now I'm overwhelm'd |
---To go, impoffible] What thalt T think .-
But that you know me now ? —- Clafp me between
Thele knees, furely they are my native chains.
Behold, O Chriftian! thy own fon implores
A father’s blefling «-- Thefe buening tears
Refirain, I pray --- and rather mine receive.
My tears, engender'd from your blood, ' pour
Upon ihy fect, until they form a river, ---
Yea doubtlefs I'm the river once rais'd from,
And now returning to its native fea. _
Ah! that fuch difmal twenty years you‘ve fpenti
Father belov’d ! reply’lt thou not to me?
No words at all, dear fire ? Oh had I rather
Dy'd at my birth, than you had fuffer’d thus]
Father, is thy voice gone ¢ Doubtlefs the foul
That enters with the voice, arrefts its powr's,
O fire ! the noble Hon who begat me,

Tt 2 Seeft
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En engendrarme, no ve
Que no refucitare’
8i me niega fu bramido ?
E} ha perdido el hablar,
Porque el gufto de un plazer
Mayor dafio puede hazer
Que Ia fuerga de un pefar.
Quierc llevarte a fu cama,
Para ver {i buelve en {i,
Mi padre arrimate a mi,
Arbol conoce tu rama,
Padre aunque has fido Tefeo
Del laberints en que eftoy,
Eneas piadofo foy '
Sacarte ¢n ombros defleo.
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Seeft thou not me too impotent to rife,

Till I be rouz'd by thy parental voice ?

Ah ! fpeechlefs Qifl ! --- The fhock of fudden joy
Is oft more pow'rful to o'erwhelm the foul,
Than ev'n a igad of grief. --- him to his bed

I'll bear -~ pechaps his fpirit will revive ---

My father, cling to me -— know, honour'd tree,
"Tis thy own branch fupports thee. -~- O my father !
Thou of the lab’rinth wherein I'm involv'd,

Haft been the Thefeas, yet I'm proud to be
Pious /Eneas, to bear you on my (houlders.

LHADP.
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An decount 'c_if. the Commerce of Canaria, Tenerife, Palma, Gomera,
and Hierro ; and the Manufattures in thefe flands.

IN order to give a diftindt and clear idea of the trade of thefe
iflands, I fhall divide it into the four following heads, and
treat of cach feparately and in order, ‘

Tre trade to Europe 2nd the Englifh colonics in America.

‘THE trade to the Spanith Weft Indies.
Tue trade which is ¢arried on from one ifland to another.

Anp, laftly, The fithery on the coatt of Barbary, adjacent to
the iflands,

Gomera and Hierro are fo poor that no thips go to thewn from
Europe or Awerica’; nor are the inhabitants of thele two iflands
aHowed any fhare of the Spanith Weft India comimerce, becaufe
they are not fo enticely under the jurifdiGion of the crown of
Spain as Canaria, Tenerife, and Palma, having a lord or pro-
prietor of their own, viz. the Count of Gomera, But it would
be well for them if they were entitely fubjed to, and dependent
on the crown; for never did the proverb, which fays, “ The

“ King’s chaff is better than other people’s corn,” hold %o true
in apy cafe as in this, -

. TengRrIFE is the center of the trade to Euarope and the Britifh
- colonies in America; 2 few fhips from thefe parts of the world
¢ go
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go to Canaria and Palma, but they are not to be compared to the
numbers that arrive at Tenerife, This branch of traffick is al-
moft wholly carried on in foreign bottoms, efpecially in Englith,
the natives themfelves being afraid to fail on thofe feas, where
they may De in danger of being taken by the corfairs of Algiers,
Sallee, and other ports of Barbary.

Tue greatelt part of the aforefaid trade to Europe and the
Englifh colonies is in the hands of the Irith Roman Catholic
merchants fettled in Tenerife, Canaria, and Palma, and the del-
cendants of the Irith who formerly fettled there and married
Spanith wives ; but in the laft age thut trade was engroffed by
2 fa&ory of Proteftant Englith merchants who refided at Tenerife:
no Proteffants remazin there now, nor in any of the reft of the
Canaty Iflands, excepting the Englifh and Dutch Confuls and two.
merchants, who all refide at Tenerife.

Tur imports here from Great Britain confit chiefly of woollen
goods of various kinds, hats, bard-ware,. pilchards, red-herrings,
wheat when it is ftarce in the Hlands, with 2 number of other
articles which would be too tedious 1o fpecify.

Tue imports from Ireland are chiefly beef, pork, butter,
candles, and fajt-herrings.

Fron Hamburgh and Holland, linens of all forts are imported,
%0 2 very great amount 5 cordege, gun-powder, and coarfe flax,
with many other kinds of goods.

From Bifcay, 2 confiderable quantity of bar-iron s annually

imported.
Tuz
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Tue imports from Seville, Cadiz, Barcclona, Iialy, and Ma-
jotca are chiefly oil, filks, velvets, falt, and cordage made of bals
or fpartum, with innumerable litde articles for the Canary inland
confamption, and for cxportation from thefe iflands to the Spanith
Welt Indies. Almoft the whole of this trade is carried on in
French and Maltefe tartans, The Maltefe veflels, before they go
to the Canary Illands, make the tour of a1l the European harbours
in the Mediterranean fitvated to the weltward of Malta, trad-
ing from onc port to another; and from the Mediterrancan
they go to Cadiz, and from theace to the Canary Iflands; where
befides the commodities of Spain, France, Italy, &ec. the Mal-
tele vend the cotton manufadtures of their own ifland ; all cot-
zovns imported into rhe Canary Iflands, excepting thofe from Malta,
pay luch a heavy duty as almoft amounts to a prohibition : the
Maltefe enjoy this privilege on account of their maintaining a
perpetual war again{t the Turks and Moors.

Tue irhabitants of the Canaries import a few linens fronx
BRritany and MNormandy.

Fro the Britifh colonies in America they import deal boards,
pipe-ftaves, baccallao or dried cod, and beef, pork, hams, bees
wax, rice, &c. and in times of [carcity of corn, when the crops
fail in the iflands, maize, wheat, and flour.

Tar exports from thefe iflands are as follow™:

To Great Britatn and Ireland, orchilla-weed, a few wines, fome
Campeachy logwood, and a confiderable quantity.of Mexican dollars.

To Hamburgh and Holland, ditto; but a greatcr quantity of
dollans, and little or no orchilla-weed.
To
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" To Spain, Marleilles, Italy, and Malta, commodities which
they receive from the Spanith Weft Indies, particularly fugar,
cocoa, hides, Campeachy logwood, dellars, and fome orchilla~
weed.

To the Britith colonies in America, a great quantity of wines,
and nothing elfe.

Avy thele goods imported inte the Canary Iflands, or exported
from them, pay a duty of feven per cent. on the rated value.

Tue commerce between the Canary Ilands and the Spanith
fettlements in the Weft Indics is under certain regulations and
reftritions. In the'city of 5t. Chriftobal de la Laguna, there is
a Judge, Sccretary, and other minifters, who manage every thing
relative to that trade,

-No foreigners are permitted to (hare In this commerce, nor are
any fhips fuffered to go to the ports of the Spanith Welt Indies
from any of the iflands except Canaria, Tenerife, and Palma.

Txur Courtof Spain has reftricted the Canary [fland Weft India
commerce to the ports of Havanna, Campeachy, and La Guaira
on the coalt of Caraccas; St. Domingo, Porte Rico, and Mara-
caiva; the three firft are called the Greater Ports, and the others
the Lefler, becaufe the trade of the Leffer Ports is trifling in com-
parifon with that of the Greater.

Brrore a fhip loads for any of thele ports, fhe muft obtain 2
licence from the Judgeof the India trade, which is generally granted
if it is her turn, for by the regulations all thipping are regiftered,
and muft take their tarns; but here, as in many other Placcs,

intereft and money often prevail againdt juftice,
Uu Tue
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Txe trade of the Canary.Iflands to the Bpanifh Weft Indies is
confined to their own produce, viz. wines, brandy, almonds, rai-
fins, figs, &c. of which they can fend annually one thouland tons;
and are only allowed befides, what they call a General, for each
fhip, which conlifts of every kind of goods which is thought ne-
ceffary for the veflel, crew, and paflengers ufe during the courfe
of the voyage, and is more or lefs extenfive in proportion to the
fize of the fhip for which it is granted by the Judge or Superin-
tendant of the Weft India trade. Thus far they are refiried
by the rules; but ways and means are found to extend their trade
to that quarter of the world far beyond them; for I fuppofe they
export at leaft two thoufand tons of the produce of the iflands,
befides immenfe quantities of European commodities.

Avrrnoven fome of the Canary Weft India fthips load at Ca-
naria and Palma, and proceed from thence to the Weft Indies,
yet they are all obliged to finith their voyages at Santa Cruz in
Tenerife {where the officers deputed by the Judge of the Indies
refide), and there land their cargoes, which confift of the com-
modities of the Weft India ports from whence they come, being
chiefly cocor, logwood, hides, fugar, and Mexican dollars; but
cochineal and indigo are prohibited from being landed at Tenerife;
the filver they bring is alfo limited to fifty Méxican dollars per
ton, according to the regiftered tonnage; yet I have known fome
of thefe thips bring home to Tenerife one bundred thoufand
dollars.  Formerly wine, brandy, and fruit only were reckoned
the produce of thefe iflands; but now the menufaures of themn
go to the Spanifh Weft Indies under that denomination.

Tre exports from the Canaries to thefe countries, with
the returns, are all rated, and pay certain duties, which the
I officers
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officers of the Weft India commerce colled, and remit to thofs
of the India Houfe in Spain.

Tue merchants of Cadiz are very jealous of the Canary Weft
India trade, and are continually making application to the Coust
of Madrid to abridge it ; but theiv attempts have hitheita proved
abortive; although they have cauled Intendants to be fent over to
Tenerife to infped into that commerce, and oblige the iflanders
to keep within the limits preferibed to it by the court,

Numerrs of the iflanders go over to the Weft Indies, to
pufh their fortunes, the greater part of whom marry and fettle:
there, The King of Spain encourages this migration, for he
obliges every fhip which fails from thefe iflands to his American
dominions, tocarry acertain number of poor families, upon their
demanding a paffage, for which the Captain is paid (o much per
head by the government. ‘The intention of this encouragement is
to increafe the number of Spaniards in the wide and almoft unin-

habited provinces of the Spanith Weft Indies.

Tue Indians of that country, with the mingled race begot
between them and the Spaniards, are never permitted to £ll
any office, civil, military, or ecclefiaftic ; thefe emplayments are
generally given to people from Spain amd the Canary Ilands.  As
many of them, when they arrive in that plentiful country, are mere
clowns, and are unaccuftomed to live in afluence and without
hard labour, they are foon puffed up with their fudden change of
fortunc, and the great refpett paid them by the natives.

1 am told that fome waggith Indians of fome repute and c_6n-
fequence in America, when they fee thefe aukward clowny

from the Canaries land in their country, call t¢ them in the
Uuaz fame
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fame manner as they call their fowls when they are going to give
them 2 handful of corn, and fay, ** To-day you ave only Juan
¢t fuch-2-one; but take courage, to-morrow you fhall be Alcalde,
« and fliled Seignior Don Juan; for the King lives not for us,
+ but for you.” The Indians are feldom out in their prophecy,
for it generally happens accordingly.  Many young married men
go to thofe ports from the iflands with an intention o get a little
money and return to their families; but they feldom find the way
back again, for after they have contralted acquaintance with the
gallant ladies of that country, who fwitn in luxury and pomp,
they are athamed to fend to the Canaries for their home-bred
ruftic wives. Some years ago a young lad went from Tenerife 10
the Weft Indies, in queft of his father, who had gone to that
country to mend his fortane, but had never fent any word to his
wife and family, He found him feetled at a certain phie, in great
affuence, and married to a lady of rank and fortune, He made
himfelf known to his father; who, feeing him fuch a ruftick,
called to remembrance his former low fituation, which fo wrought
on His mind that he difowned him, and denied that himftlf had
ever lived in Tenerife. The young man was fo firuck with this
uncxpefted treatment, that he publicly challenged him, and
made known the whole flory, to his father’s confufion, and the
aftonithnient af all the inhabitants.

Mawny foldiers are raifed in the Canary Hlands, to ferve in the
garrifons of the Weft Indies, parcicularly at the Havanua. The

major part of the troops in that place, when taken by the Englifh,
confifted of the natives of thele iflands,

Tux thips employed in the Canaria Spanith Weft India teade
are commonty about two hundred and fifty, or three hundred tons
burthen. Some of them are built in the iflands, and others at

4 the
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the Havanna er Old Spain.  No foreign bottoms can be employed
in this trade, which is the reafon why freight is fo high from the
Canarics to the Welt Indies; for. the Canary fhipping are fo
clogged with charges, carry fo many ufelefs hands, particniarly’
chaplains, lie fo long in the road of Santa Cruz waiting their
turns, at a vaft expence of anchors and cables, with other tear
and wear, that the owners of them cannot afford to take lefs freight
for a pipe of wine from the Canaries to La Guaira than ten pounds
ftesling 5 yet the run from Tenecrife to that port is before the
wind all the way, and is generally performed in lefs than thirey
days : were the iflunders permitted to employ Englith thipping in
this trade, they would foon find enough of them to carry their
wine at the rate of twenty thillings per pipe.

Tur Canary Weft Indiamen commonly carcen and repair in
the ports of the Weft Indies; but in cafe of fpringing a Jeak, or
fuch like accident while in the road of Santa Cruz, they go to
Porto de Naos in Lancerota, and there careen, 8. In the fum-
mer {eafon I have feen fome go for that purpofe to the harbour of |
Gomera.

Tur third branch of the Canary Ifiand trade is that which is
catricd on from one illand to another, and is as follows ¢

CanaRIA exports to Tenerife provifions of afl forts, cattle and
fowls, coarfe woollen blankets, fone raw and wrought fiik,
orchilla-weed, fquare flags for pavemcots, fltering flone veflels
for purifying water, and fome fult, &c. The returns received
for thele commodities are chiefly calh and other produce of the
Spanifh Welt Indics.

Paima exports to Tenerife fugar, almonds, {weetmeats,
boards, pitch, raw filk, and orchilla; and receives in return
Welt India and European goods. -

" GoMERA
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GomEer A exports to Tencrife much raw filk and fome wrought,
brandy, cattle, and orchilla~weed ; and receivgs in return Weft
India and Eunropean goods,

Hizrro exports to Tenerife brandy, fmall cattle, and orchilla-
weed.

LanceroTA and Fuertaventura export a great quantity of
corn to 'Tenerife, archilla-weed, cattle, and fowls; the returns
they receive are generally in European geods and cath, with fome
wine. The fame illands fend corn to Palma, for which they re-
ceive boards and other timber; fugar, wine, and cath. Lancerota
alfo exports to Tenerife and Palma, falt and fome dried fith.

Tyr veflels employed in this trade are all built in che ilands,
and run from twenty to fifty tons; the whole number of them I
guefs to be about twenty-five, each of which, on an average, is
navigated by ten hands : the reafon why they carry fo many, is
the great labour that is required in loading and unloading their
cargoes.

 Arr American and European goods which are tranfported from
ifland to ifland, pay the aforementioned duty of feven per cent. if
they have been imported into the iflands above a certain limited
time, which, if I am rightly informed, is two months.

Tur laft thing relating to the Canary comimerce we have to
treat of, is the fithery on the coaft of Barbary.

Trie sumber of veffels employed in this fithery amount to about
* thirty; they are from fifteen to fifty tons burthen ; the {malleft
carry fificen men, and the largelt thicty, They are all built in the

- ' iflands,
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iflands, and navigated by the natives. Two of thefe belong to
the ifland of Palma, four to Tenerife, and the reft to Canaria.
Porto de Lauz, in that ifland, is the place from whence they
{ajl for the coaft.

Tur method of fitting out a bark for the fithery is this: the
owners, - furnith a veflel for the voyage, and put on board
her a quantity of falt {uflicient to cure the ffh, with bread
encugh to ferve the crew the whole voyage. Each man car-
ries his own ffhing~tackle, which confifts of a few lines, hooks,
a lietle brafs wire, 2 knife for cutting open the fith, and one
or two ftout filhing-rods. If any of the crew carry wine,
brandy, oil, vinegar, pepper, onions, &c. it muft be at his own
expence, for the owners furnith no provifion but bread. The
nett {um arifing from the® fale of the filh, after deduéling the
expence of the falt and bread before-mentioned, is divided into
fhares, a certain number of which are allowed to the owners, for
their expence in fitting cut the veflel; the reft are divided among
the crew according to merit: an able fitherman has one thare;
a boy, landman, or one not experienced in the fithery, half a
fhare, or 2 quarter, according to his abilitics. The patron or
mafter of the bark {hares equally with the able fithermen, and
the owners allow him alfo one fhare out of theirs, for his trouble
in taking care of the bark.

Tue place on the coalt of Barbary where they 'go to fifh,
is according to the feafon of the year. This fithery is bounded
on the north by the fouthern extremity of Mount Atlss, or
by the latitude of twenty-nine degrees north ; and on the fouth
by Cape Blanco, in the latitude of twenty degrees thirty minutes
north ; the whole length of the fea-coalt fo bounded is about .
fix hundred miles. In all this extenfive tra@ there s no town,

village,
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village, or fettled habitation ; the few wandering Arabs who fre«
quent this part of the world live in tents, and have neither barks,
boats, nor canocs: the King of Morocco's cruifers never venture
fo far to the outhward; for were they to attempt fuch athing, it is
not probable they would be abie to find the way back to their
own country, fo that the Canarians have nothing to fear from that
quarter. In the fpring {eafon the fithermen go on the coaft to the
northward, but in the avtomn and winter to the fouthward ; be-
caufe in the fpring the fith frequent the coaft to the northward,
and afterwards go gradually along the (hore to the fouthward.
Tuz firft thing the fithermen fet about when they arrive on the
coaft, is to catch bait; this is done in the fame manner as we
do trouts with a fly, only with this difference, that the rod is
thrice as thick as ours, and not tapered away fo much towards
the point. The line is made of fix {mall brafs wires, twifted
together ; the hook is about five inches lomg, and is not
bearded; the fhaft is leaded {o as it may lic horizontally on the
furface of the water; and the hook is covered with a Afly’s ikin,
except from where it bends, to the point; then gerting within
a quarter or half a mile of the thore, they carry fo much fit
as to caufe the bark to run at the rate of four miles an howr, when
two or three men throw their lines over the flern and let the hooks
drag along the furface of the water : the fifth, taking the hooks for
fmall {ith," fhap 2t them, and, when hooked, the fithermen fwing
them inte the barks with their rods, ‘The Canarians call theft fith
Taffarte: they have no feales, and arc thaped like mackarcl, but as
large as falmon; they are exceeding voracious, and fwallow all
the hook, notwithftanding its being fo large ; if it was bearded,
there could be no fuch thing as extradting it without cutting open
the filh: I have feen three men in the ftern of a bark catch an

hundred



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 137

bundred and fifty taffarte in half an hour. It fometimes happens
that a bark will complete her lading with thefe fith only. An-
other fort of fith, which thefle people call Anhous, is taken
in the fame manner; this is fomething bigger than a large
mackerel, and {etves as well as the taffarte for bait. There is
another fort of bait called Cavallos, or little horfe-mackerel,
which is fhaped like a mackere], but fomething mere flat and
broad ; it is about a Jpan long, and is catched with an
angling-rod and line with a very {mall hook, baited withy almoft
any thing that comes to hand. When a bark has got 2 fufficient
flock of bait, fhe leaves her boat, with five or fix men, near the
fhore, to cacch taffiree and anhous, and runs out to fea a good
diftance off, autil {he gets into fiftecn, twenty, thirty, forty, or
perhaps fifty or fixty fathoms depth of water, where fhe anchors,
and all the erew heave theirlines and hooks overboard, baited
with taflarte, anhona, &c. and fith for Samas, or bream as we
call them, and for -Chtr:néy, or cod. The lines érq all leaded,
in order to canfe the hooks to fink near to the bottom of the
fea, where thefe fith (wim. When & bark is {u fortunate as
to meet swith fine weather, and is wcll provided with bait,
fie will be able to complete her cargo in four days.  This T
have 'aften had opportunity to oblerve. But a3 the trade o
worth-caft wind commonly blows frefh on that coaft, the barks
only anchor in thé offing about mid-day, when there is a tull be-
tween the land and fen-breege ; and when this lxft-menfioncd
‘wind begins to blow frefh, they weigh their anchors, ftandin to
fhore, and come to an anchor in fome bay, or under 2 head-land,
and then the crew fall to work, clean and falt the fith .w_hich they
catched that day : by the time this 4s done it is about five or
fix o'clock in the evening, when they go to dinner or fupper, for
they make but one meal the whole diy, which they cook in the
following manner: in every bark the crew has along fat-ftonefora

Xx - heurth,
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hearth, upon which they kindle a fire, 2nd hang a lorge kettle
over it, in which they boil fome fiflh; they then take a platter;
and put fome broken bifenit in it, with onicns {hired fmall, to
this they add fome pepper and vinegar, and thea pour in the
broth of the fith : no fort of foup or broth is more delicious
than this. After having eaten of this exccllent foup, they
finith their meal with roafted fith, for they throw the boiled
fith, of which. the foup was made, into the fea. Soon after
this repaft, every man looks about for the moft commodious place
where to fall afleep, for no bedding are made ufe of in thele
veffels, About five or fix in the morning they get up, leave the
boat near the (hove, weigh anchor and ftand ocut to fea as hefore,
and never tafte victuals before the fame time next evening. No
man who knows the toil, fatigue, cold, and heat which thefe
fithermen undergo, will ever charge the Spaniards with lazinefs.

Tue method of curing thefe fith Is this: they cut them
open, clean and wafh them thoroughly, chop off their heads and
fins, and pile them up to drain off the water; after which they are
falred, and ftowed in bulk in the ald. Buot becaufe they do net,
like the French who fith.on the banks of Newfoundland, wafh
their fifh a fecond time and re-falt them, they will not keep above
fix weeks or two months.

It is ftrange to think that the Spaniards fhould want to fhare
the Newfoundland fithery with the Englifh, when they have one
much bettes at their own doots; 1 fay better, for the weather here,
and every thing elfe, concurs to maoke it the beft ﬁfhery i the ani-
verfe. What can be a fironger proof of this than the Moors on
the continent drying and curing all their fith without falt or by any
other procefs than expofing them to the fun-beams ? for the pure
wholefome aiy of that climate, and the flrong northerly wind

which
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which almoft conftantly prevails on this coaft, totally prevents
putrefaction, provided the fith are {plit open, well warhed, and
expofed to the fun until they are perfectly dry. ;

As thefe veflels feldom go to fifh on any part of the cozft of Bar-
Bary to the windward of the iflands, and are obliged to plyagaintt the
freth northerly winds which almoft continually prevail there, they
are conftructed in fuch amanner that they hold a good wind, as it
ig termed in the {ea-language, being very tharp fore and aft, and
full and flat in the middle. They are rigged brigantines, and carry
a large flying fore-top-fail, but in general no main-top-fail, noe
ftay-fails ; they all carry large fprit-fails, but no jibbs. I haye
known thefe barks to beat to windward from Cape Blanco to Gran
Canaria in twelve days, though the diftance is above four hundred
miles. Their method of plying to windward is this : they weigh
about fix or {even o'clock in the morning, and fland off to fea, with
the land-wind, until noon, when they put about, and ftand in
fhore, with the fea-breeze; when they come clofe in with it;
they either anchor for the night, or make fhort tacks until day-

“light, when they ftand out to {ea till noon, as before. The difz
fercnce between the land and fea-breezes on this coaft 15 gene-
- rally four points, and they both blow a fre(h top~fail-gale. When-
they get ten or fifteen leagues to the windward of Cape Baza—
dor, they ftand over for the ifland of Gran Canaria: if the wind
happens then to be at north-eaft, they.fetch the port of Gando,
on the fouth-caft part of that ifland ; but if the wind is at north-
north-eaft, they only fetch the calms, into which they puth, and:
there foon find a fouth-welt wind to carry them clofe to Canaria,
from whence the greater part of them go to 5Santa Cruz and Port
Orotava, to difcherge their cargoes; the reft go to Palmas, in
Canaria, and to Santa Cruz, in the ifland of Palma, They do
not ﬁop at' thefe places to el the fith, but leave them with

Xx 2 their
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their agents, to {ell them at Ieifure and to the beft advantage.
The common price is three half-pence per pound, of thirty-
two ounces, which is the weight here ufed for fleth and fth;
fometimes they are fold for a penny, and never higher than two
peace.. The Regidores, ar Cavildo,. in the iflands, always regu-
late the price..

InsTEAD of encouraging this moft ufeful and profitable branch,
the magiftrates in thefe iflands take every method to hurt it; for
they molt impolitically fix 2 price on the fith, and clog the trade
with foolith and unreafonazble duties, befides forbidding the
fithermen to have any dealings or intercourfe with the Moors
on the coaft where they go to filh ; which is a very great hard-
thip on them,, as they ate often obliged, when they meet with
bad weather,. to go athore there for fuel and water. Howeyer,
they privately correfpond with them, to their mutoal advantage
for the Canarians give to the inhabitants of the Defert old ropes,
which the latter untwift and {pin into yarn or twine, for making
fithing-nets; they alfo give them bread, onions, potatoes, and
fruits of many kinds : in return for which the Moors allow them
to take wood and water an their coaft, whenever they are in
want of thefe mmoft neceffary articles, and make them prefents of
oftrich-eggs and. feathers, The inland Moors would punith their
poor countryren, who live on fifh by the fea-coaft, if they knew
of their correfpondence with the Canarian fithermen : but this
does not prevent that intercourfe, as neceffity abliges thele people,
o different from one another, to-conform to the laws of nature,
however contrary to the precepts of both their religions. But
this profitable communication has lately been interrupted, as Ifhiall
have occafion to obferve in the defoription of that part of
Africa.

2 ArTHOoUGE
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Srraovou the Cnhm'y fifiermen have frequented this coaft
ever-fince the comquelt of the iffands, yet they are entirely igno-
rant of the inland country, and of the people who dwell there,
When I firft went on that coaft, I examined the moft experienced
of them concerning an inlet or guiph, named in our maps, and
called by the Canary men, Ric del Oro; but conld get no fatis-
faGtory information: fome told me it ran feventy or eighty
leagues intand. Being furprized that no tiaveller had given any
account of fuch a noble chanvel, and imagining that i€ itwas fo
long as they afirmed, fome trade might be opened in that un«
known region, [ failed, though with difficulty, among the fands
which abound in that gu!ph, until we gotto the further end of the
bay, which is no more than ten leagues diftant from jts mouth ¢
we found it to run paralle] with the fea-coafl; and at no greater
diftance from it thanope league:. the end of this inlet is within
half a mile of the ocean, being parted from it only by a narrow
neck of land. I mention this as an inftance of their ignorance
of this country.

Trpse barks generally make eight or nine voyages in the
f‘p“tce of a year.. I'rom the middle of fcbrmry to the middle
of April they remain at Capary, to careen, repair, &e. becaufe.
at that feafon of the year the fith are found only to the north~
ward, where the fhore lies alinoft fouth-wel-hy-weft, or welt-
fouth-wefl, confequently open.and expofed to the north-weft
winds, which fometimes blow there in February, March, -and
April, and malke that part of the coaft to be what we call a legw.
fhore,

Wuen [ firft frequented the coaft of the Defert,.the Canary
men went no farther to the fouthward than Cape Barbas, in lati--
tude twenty-two degrees north; but now they go to Cape Blanco,

which-
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swhich lies about thirty leagues beyond it. Although the bulk of
.their cargoes confifts of large bream, yet they catch many other
forts, viz. taffarte before-mentioned, a delicious fith which taftes
Jike avery large and fat mackercl, but when dried cannot be dif-
-tinguithed from dried {almon. 'The cod caught here is better
than thole of Newfeundland : the anhoua is exceeding good :
the corbino is a large fifh, weighing about thirty pounds. There
are befides thefe a number of flat fith, with many other forts
-which I cannot defcribe,

Arrrouvcu this fithery is.capable of the greateft improvement,
“yet the Englifh have no reafon to be apprehentfive of the Spaniards
ever being able to bring it to any degree of perfetion, fo as to
rival them in the Spaniflh and [talian markets: the power of the
clergy in Spain is a better fecurity to the Englifh againft fuch an
event, than if a fleet of one hundred fail of the line were ftationed
on the coaft of Barbary, to obftru@ the Spanith fithery.

T'ir manvfactures of thefe iflands are taffeties, knic ik hofe,
Ailk garters, quilts, and bed-covers. In Canariz and Tenerife,
coarfe linens and gaufe are made of the flax imported from Holland.
White blankets and coarfe cloths are made in Canaria, from the
wool of their own {heep. A very coarfe kind of cloth, which is
worn by the peafants, is alfo made in the reft of the iflands; but
on feftivals, weddings, &c. the labouring people generally wear
Iinglith coarfe cloth, The exportation of raw filk is now prohi-
bited, In order to encourage their filk manvfacture. In the large
towns men are emmployed in weaving and as taylors; but in the
villages the women only exercife thofe trades. '

To give fome idea of the fertility and produce of Tenerife,
ey n'nnually export no lefs than fiftcen thoufand pipes of wine

.nd brandy, and a great quantity is confumed in the ifland,
' THE
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Tuz current coin in the Canaries is the Mexican dollar,
and the half, quarter, eighth, and fixteenth parts of it. Befides
thefe there is the provincial real of plate, which is a fmall Glver
piece, of the value of five pence fterling 5 and the quart, a copper
coin, equal in value to our half-penny, for ten of them maken
real of plate. ‘The provincial filver coin is not current in Lance-
rota and Fuertaventura: and is never exported, becaufe it pafles
in the iflands for more than uts intzinfic value.  But accounts are
kept here in imaginary money, viz. in current dollars of ten reals
of vellon each.  The real of vellon is equal in value toeight of the
above-mentioned quarts, {o that the current dellar is éxac‘_‘tly three
{hillings and fourpence, and fix of them inake juft one pound
fierling. Three fixteenths of the Mexican dollar pafs for two
rials of plate. Little orno gold coin is to be found in thole illands,

Tur pound and fmaller weights here are much the fame with
ours. The qaintal, which is the ifland hundred weight, does not,
like ours, weigh one hundred and twelve pounds, but only one
hundred and four. The arroba is twenty-five pounds,

‘Tre mealures are the fanega or-hanega, the almud, the lignid
arroba, and the var.

Tus firlt of thefe is the meafure ufed for corn, cocoa, falt, &e.
and almoft contains the quantity of two Englifh bufhels. Twelve
almuds make a fanega. The liquid arrobs contains fomething
more than three gallons; and the quartillo is nearly equal to our
quart. The var is 2 meafure for cloth, &c. and is about ~os 18fk -
than the Englifh yard!

CHAP,



340 THE HISTORY OF

C H A P. XVHI
~QF the Government and Revennes of the Canary Iflands.

H AVING already given {fome account of the government of
Lancerota and Fuertaventura, I need not fay any thing of
that of Gomera and Hierro, becaufe they are governed much in
the fame manner as the above-mentioned iflands, I hali now
proceed to thofe called the King's lflands, viz. Canaria, Tenerifz,
-and Palma.

Wauen the natives were reduced to the obedience of the
.crown of Spais, they were not deprived of their liberty, but
put on an cquality with thelr conquerors : an example of policy
worthy of imitation, IHow the Spaniards came, foon after, in
Ameyica, to a&t In a guite contrary manner, is hard to conecive ;
yet the Dutch, French, and Eaglith, far from following thc
good example given by the Spaniards in the Canary Iflands, have
ercfed, In the fugar-iflands in the Weft Indics, the moft abfurd
and barbarous governments that cver exifted in any part of the
globe, and which are by many degrecs worle than the Spanith
_governments in America. '

WraT improvement or obedicnee can be expe@ed in a country
»whexe all the labouring people are flaves, and have no other prin-
c;plc to excite them to obedicnce aand induftey, but the fear of
punithment? which, after all, has never yet brought their labour
-toany degrec of equality with that of indigent frce pcopic, who
have the fole difpofal of the fruits of their labour.

Is is not amazing to confider how the Englith, with the molt
Lonfuipmate infolence, rail againft their Princes and Minifters of
State,
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State, as infringing their liberties; while at the fame time they
themifelves are tyrannizing over their fellow-oreatures in-ehe
moft croel and arbitrary manner, - What idea muft fober think-
ing people have of the Englith notions of liberty? Can-they
imagine this liherty any thing more than a power.to be infolent
to their fuperiors with impunity, and to opprefs the poor with
extreme rigour?  ‘Their oppreflion of the poor may be obferved
in other inftances than in the treatment of their {laves in the Weft
Indies, viz. their laws againit vagabonds, i.e. poor ftrangers who
have no fettled habitation, and ftrolling players. Do not thefe very
people, who make fuch a noife about liberty, deprive beggars of
their natural freedom, by confining them in work-houfes, contrary
to thejr inclinations ! yet thefe beggars compel nobody to give
them a farthing 5 and if they ufe violence or fraud to fupport
themfelves, the law has provided punithments proportionet to
the heinoufnefs of their crimes. Why then canuot they, in‘a free
country, have the liberty to expire in the ftreet or open fields for
want, if they fhould chioofe to do fo rather than work?

BuT to return from this digreffion, which is not altogether fo-
reign to wy fubjet. The Spaniards, after the conquelt of the
Canary Iflands, incorporated with the natives in fuch a manner as
to become one people: the confequence of this pohtlcal union is,
that the King of Spain can raife in thefe iflands more {oldiers and
{ea-men, whe may be depended on, than’'in any other part of his
dominions three times the extent of che Canary Hlands, To this
advantage another may be added, the great number of people
that annually go from hence to fottle in his wuie and unmhab;tcd
dominions in America, :

Tuz loweft officer. of jﬁﬂzice in thefe-iflands, cx*t:é:Pt the Al-
guaals, is the Alcalde; whofc office is fomething like that of 2
" Yy Juftice
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Juftice of Peace in England :-in every town arvillage of note there is
one. Thefe magiitrates are appointed by the Royal Audience of
the city of Palmas in Canaria; they hold not their places for life,
but anly for a certain time: in matters of property they cannot
take cognizance of any difpute where the value of the thing con-
tefted amounts to above feventeen rials, or feven [hillings {terling.
Over thefe magiftrates is another, called the Alcalde Major,
who is appointed in the fwme manner as the officers before-men-
tioned ; he cannot decide a matter of property when the value
contefted exceeds the fum of two hundred dollars: from the
decifions of all thefe magiftrates appeals lie to the Tiniente and
Corregidor. The firlt of thele magiftrates is a lawyer, and no-
minated by the Royal Audience; and the King appoints the latter,
who is not obliged to be a lawyer, but muft have 2 Clerk, Secre-
tary, or Affiftant bred to the law, who is called his Affefior,
The Corregidor generally holds his place for five years, but fome-
tipes longer. Few of the natives of the iflands are placed in
this Lonourable office, for thofe that® fll it are commonly
natives of Spain. The proceedings in the Corregidor’s court
and in that of the Tiniente are the fame; and it would feem

that thefe courts were originally intended as a check upon one
another,

From the Corregidor and Tiniente appeals are made to the
Royal Audience of Gran Canaria, This tribunal is compofed of
three Oidores or Judges, a Regent and Fifcal, who are generally
natives of Spain, and always appointed by the King ; of this
court the Gavernor-gencral is always Prefident, though he refides
in Tenerife: TFrom their determination, in criminal cafes, there
i1s no appeal; but in matters of property appeals are carried to
the Council or Audicnce of Seville in Spain.

STue
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Tuz flanding forces in the Canary Iflands I do not reckon to
amount to above one hundred and ffty men ; but there is 2 mi-
litia properly regulated and embedied, of which the Governor-
general of the iflands is always commander in chief; the officers,
viz. Celonels, Captains, and {ubaltetns, are all appointed by the
King ; and in cafe any of them die, the vecancy ought to be filled
by feniority, but intereft fometimes prevails againft this regulation,
The military officers, if they have a difpute with any other perfon,
may cite him before 2 civil magiftrate; but this lalt has no
power to compel a military officer to appear before his teibunal :
but if a man fhould be any way injured by an officer of the militia,
he may complain to his fuperior officer ; and if he does not think
he has got redrefs, he may complain to the Governor-general of
the iflands: from his fentence he may appeal to the Council of
War in Spain, which, although it is fo named, is in fadk a
civil court. '

Tz reader may peteeive how eafy it is for thefe military officers
to opprefs the inhabitants ; yet when he confiders that they have
fettled habitations, and do not move from place to place like the
officers of ftanding forces, and are mariied and connected with the
inhabitants of the towns where they refide, and where it is their in-
tereft ta preferve their rcpntaﬁon, he will not wonder theve is fo
little opprefiion in thefe iflands: yet one muft pot expect to find
fuch juftice in matters of property here as in Englend ; I fay, of
property, for no man in this country dares to comumit the greater
ats of oppreffion or viclence, becavfe the inju red party would ftab
the aggreffor, let his rank be ever fo great, and fly for refuge to
the next church or convent, from whence no power could force
him; there he might remain in fafety until he could find an op-
portunity of efcaping from the iflands, -

Yyz2 Besiprs
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Besipes the above-mentioned military officers, there are Caf>
tillanos, i. e. Governors or Captains of forts and caftles, fome o[::
whom are appointed by the King, and others by the twelve Re-
gidors of the iflands, called the Cavildo; for fome of the ifland
farts belong to the King, the reft are under the dire@ion of the
Regidores. The King’s forts are garrifoned by the hundred and
hfty flanding forces; and as there are many of thefe forts, the
reader may judge what number of men may be in each.

Tue Regidores, as 1 have obferved before, in the Hiftory of
the Difcovery and Conqueft, are hereditary officers, who hold a
court to regulate the price of provifions, to take care that the
highways arc kept in repair, to prevent public nuifances, and
the plague from being brought into the ifland by fhipping, &c.
Fo defray the charge of repairing the roads, and other neceflary
works, the Regidores have power to lay a tax on the inhabitants :
they have impofed 2 fort of excife on foap, which, I believe,
produces a fum fofficient to defray thefe expences.

No man is allowed to land in thefe iflands from on board any
thip until the mafter of her prodoces a bill of health from the port
he was laft in, or until the crew have been propesly examined
whether or not they are free from the plague, or any other infec-
tious diftemper : before this is done, no boat except the pratique
or health-boat, dares to come near her.

WHEN T wanted to go to Tenerife from the coaft of Africs,
where ac:rtiﬁs;atc of health cannot be had, I ufed to touch at Lan-
cerota or Fuertaventura, where I always got a bill of health
-without the leaft difficulty, which procured me admitrance at Te~
ncrife, Canaria, or Palma. '

Tur
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Tre King's revenue in thefe iflands is divided into the follow-
ing branches:

I. Las Tercias Reales, or royal third of the tythes,
II. Tue monopoly of tobacco and fiuff,

III. Tur acknowlegement annually paid by the nobility to the
King for their titles.

IV. Tz duty of {even per cent. on imports and exports,
V. Tue duty on the Canary Weft India commerce.

Tur firlt of thefe taxes is improperly named the third of the
tythes, for it fearcely amounts to the tenth part of them: the
King finds in this, to his coft, what itis to be in partnerfhip with
the clergy. The tercias reales are a gift made by the Pope to the
King of Spain, in confideration of that Prince’s maintaining a per~
petual war againft the Infidels.

Tue {econd branch of the revenue confifts in fouff and tobacco,
which the Stankeros, or King's officers for that purpofe, fell for
the King’s account; no other perfons being allowed to deal in
thefe articles.

Tre third branch of the revenue is hardly worth mentioning,
as it amounts to a mere trifle.

Arx thefe branches together, the fifth excepted, Tam informed
do not bring into the King’s trealury above fifty thoufand pounds
per annum, nett money, clear of all char_g:as, fuch as the officers
falaries, the expences of government, &c.

WERE
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WERE the inhabitants of thefe iflands to agree among them-
felves to pay feventy-five thoufand pounds nett money annually
into the King’s tresfury, on condition that he would abaoli(h all
duties and cuftoms 1 the iflands, and {uffer a free impore and ex-
port of merchandize to and from all parts of the world, I am per-
{uaded it would be of great advantage to them, by the increafe of
trade, f{bipping, feamen, and wealth, which would in a fhort
time be furprizingly great.

Ow the 21ft of July, 1552, the French made a defcent on the
ifland of Palma with feven hundred men; but the natives repulfed
and obliged them to reimbark with lofs, although the iflanders
had fcarcely any other weapons than fticks and ftones,

Sincr the conqueft of the Canary Iflands no forcign power has
fitted out a flect with defign to fubdue them, excepting one,
which Sir William Monfon fays the Dutch fent againft the Ifland
of Gran Canaria in the year 1599. It confifted of feventy-three
thips, commanded by Peter Van Doift: at their return to Hol-
land, a book was publithed, intituled, ¢ The Conquett of the
¢ Grand Canaries, made that fammer, by feventy-three fail of
< fhips, fent out by the command and direction of the States
« Geaeral, &c. with the taking of a town in the illand of Go-
“ mera.” By which title, Sir William Monfon obilerves, they
-endeavoured to make the world belicve that they had conquered
all the Canary Iflands ; whereas they only furprized and took the
city of Palmas, in the ifland of Gran Canaria ; where they made
no prifoners or booty, the inhabitants having retived, withall their
efteéts, to the mountains, fo that they only recovered thirty-fix pei-
foners. But after they had taken the town, fome of the foldiers,
without their officers leave, penctrated into the country in fearch
of plundcr, but not being acquainted with the proper pafles,
the Spaniards killed a great number, and obliged the reft to

’ retire,
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retire. Neverthelefs, they rifled the cloylters, monafteries, and
churches, and then burnt them to the ground: for which Sir Wil-
liam Monfon refle@s upon them feverely.  After this the Dutch
General took Gomera without oppofition, for the inhabitants fled
to the mounteins, where they killed many of the Dutch firagglers.

In 1637, 2 fleet of Englifh men of war, commanded by Ad-
miral Blake, came into the road of 3anta Cruz, and deftroyed
the Spanifh plate-fleet, which had pat in there. The inhabitants
of Tencrife fay, that the bay was then in a defencelefs ftate, com-
pared to what it is at prefent. '

In the war between Spain and England, which commenced in
1730, two Englih {hips, one of them a man of war of fixty
guns, attacked the port and village of Gomera. When they be-
gan to fire, the inhabitants were extremely frightened 5 but find-
ing the cannonading to continue long and do no damage, they took
courage to fuch a degree, that the young people ran to and fro in
fearch of, and gatheriog the cannon-balls.  The Englifh perceiv-
ing they were ﬁring to no purpofe, manned all their boats, in
order to land, but by that time the ifland was alarmed, and the
militia had reached the port, and were formed in a hollow behind
the beach, to receive the enemy: when the Englith perceiving
their numbers and refolution, they thought proper to retire.

In the courfe of the fame war fome Englith privateers landed a
confiderable number of men on the ifland of Palma, who weee
guickly attacked and routed by the inhabitants, who gave them
no qoarter; among them were fome Irifh Catholics, who,
when they faw their danger, opened their bofoms, fhewed their
crofles, and begged for quarter, butin vain, for the incenfed Pal-
mans killed them all, except one man, who was wounded and lay
fome tine among the flain, 'the natives {uppofing he was dead :

aftcrwards
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afterwards finding him alive, they brought him to the town of
Santa Cruz in Palma, where he was cured of his wounds, and
treated as a prifoner of war, till he was exchanged.

Tue inhabitants of the Canary Iflands are exteemely averfe to
war, becaufe it ruins their trade and intecrnpts the intercourfe fub-
fitting among them. In the courfe of the laft war with England,
they endeavoured to procure a neuteality for their iftands.

Avrr the Englith privatecrs that ever went to cruize among
thefe iflands, were difsppointed; for they could talge nothing
except a few barks loaded with corn, or falt-filh from the coalt
of Barbary. Thofe who lay in wait for the return of the Canary
Weft Indiamen to Santa Cruz, had as little fuceefs: indeed,
nnlefs a cruifer bas fomcbody on board who is intimately ac-
quainted with thefe iflands, and the weather that prevails theve,
the crew will find their hopes of gain fruftrated.

A masTER of athip of any nation which may happen to be at
war with Spain, may, if he manages prudently, trade at Porto
Orotava without the leaft danger of the natives being able to feize
his veffe]l ; but {he muft have {fome guns, and be well manned.

Iv each of the iflands a watch is pofted on {onse eminence, to
give notice to the inhabitants of the approach of thipping; when
an uncominon number appears, a fignal is made to alarm the
country.

ArTrr the bell for evening prayer tolls, no beats are allowed to
land, or to go from the thore; nor are boats permitted at any
tiine to depart from a port without a licence from the Governor or
Captain, cven though it is only to go a-fifhing, or to a thip in the
road, o 4
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Excrusive of the Negro flaves belonging to the Count of
Gomera, feveral gentlemen in Tenerife have a few; but they
bear no more proportion to the number of white fervants in that
ifland, than the blacks in London do to the relt of its inhabitants.

Tur natives have this excellent law in favour of their Negrocs,
that if a maiter treats his flave with injuftice or cruelty, he the
latter ‘may oblige him to fell him immediately. The fame law,
if T am not miftaken, takes place in the Spanifh Welt Indies.
V\*’l}:\.t a {liame is it, that thefe advocates for liberty, the Englith
and Dutcl, fhould be, comparatively {peaking, the only people
who opptels the poor, to whom they are folely indebted for
their buing able to live in {plendor, idlenefs, and luxury.

cC H A P XIX
Of the Leclofiaflical Government of the Canary Tfunds.

IIE Bifhop of the Canary Iflands is a fuffragan to the Arch-
bifhop of Seville, in Spain, and has a revenne of fix thonfand
pounds fterling per annum.  He refides in the city of Palmas, in
Canaria, where he is treated with all the refped and homage due
to a Prince.

Tng Provincials, or Superiors, of the different orders of Friars
and Nuns live in the city of St. Chiiftobal de In Laguna. They
are pot accountable to any but the Generals of their refpettive
orders at Rome. -

In exch of the iflands there is a houfe belonging to the Holy
Office, or Inquifition, with its proper ofticers, whofe duty it is to
prevent ajl appearance of herefy, or difre(pect to the clergy. They

Zz have
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have power to apprehend and confine fufpeited perfons, without
giving any reafon to the civil magiftrate for fo doing @ after ex-
amining them fufficiently, they are cither difcharged, or fent by
the firft veflel to the Supreme Tribunal of the Holy Oflice at Ca-
naria.

.

Wuen a foreign fhip arrives at the iflands, and the mafter is
permitted to come afhore, he is conducted to an ofticer of the In-
2111iﬁtion, who examines him, to know if he has in his thip any
hooks or pi¢tures againft the dodtrine or ceremonies of the church
of Rome; and obliges him to fign 2 paper, by which he engages,

_if be has any, not to land or expofe them to view ; and allo that
he thall not, while he remains in the country, {peak againft the.
Romifth religion, or mock its rites and ceremonies,

VEry lately the officers of the Inguifition infpecred ail the libra-
ries in the iflands, and either put a mark on thole books which
they judged improper to be read, or carried them away.

As all the natives of thefe iflands are zealous members of the
Romitk church, the Tribunal of the Holy Office feldom has an op-
portunity to exercife its extenfive authority.  There is no credit to
be given to the many flanderous and falfe accounts we hear in
proteftant countries of the procedure of the inquifition; fuch as
its ofticers carrying away virgins into their prifons to gratify their
luft, and fallely acenfing rich men of herely in order to firip
them of their wealth, &c. I think T may venture to affect, that
no man or woman, in the Canary Iflands, has been fo dealt with :
fome, indeed, have been imprifoned and punithed for tholt offences
which properly come under the cognizance of the inquifition, As
the reader may be curious to know lome of thefe cafes, I fhall relate
a few which happened before my time, and fome while 1 fre-

quented
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355
quented the iflands.  Many years age, a gentieman in the city of
Laguna fell in love with 2 Nun, whom he prevailed on to efeape
from the convent, and embark -with him in a Dutch (hip at Santa
Cruz, which was ready to fail for Holland, Immediately after
they went on board, the veilel failed away ; but, meeting with fome
difafter at {ea, wus obliged tw put back to the bay of Sunta Cruz,
where, by order of the Inquilition, fhe was ftritly foarched, until
the unfortunate lovers were difcovered, whe were brought afhore
and clapped into prifon, where they remained for 2 fhort time, and
then were publicly beheaded on a feaffold at ¢he city of Laguna.
The fhame and infamy of their punifhiment were more bitter to
them than death itfelf.  No oue can have an idea of this, but thofle
who have lived in countries where the Inquifition prevails,

A Master of a French fhip lying in the road of Orotava,
was {landing near the part, converfing with fome merchants,
when the Hoft paffed clofe by them ; all the merchants, on per-
ceiving it, koecled down in token of refpet and reverence, asis
cuftomary in that pare of the world; but the Frenchman, being 2
Huguenot, ftood upright with his head covered, notwithftanding
al] the endeavours of the merchants to make him kaeel and take
off his hat, Next day, the merchants to whom the Captain was
configned, were fent for by the officers of the Inquifition, and ex- .
amined concerning the affair. They cleared themfelves, but
could not diffuade them from arrefting the Captain, although his
fhip was almoft ready to fail : luckxly for the Frenchman, the
merchants in a bedy, with fome difereet clergymen, went to the
Inquifition, and made its officers fenfible that the taking any
notice of what had happened, would anfwer no purpofe but that
of frightening the Dutch, Englih, and Hamburghers from
coming to the ifland, which would totally deltroy their commerce.

Zza T Ax
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Ar Eagliih Roman Catholic Malter of a fhip was taken by the
Spaniards in the war of 1739, and carried into Tenerife, where hie
remained fome time a prifoner at large.  He happened to be with
fome company at-a friend’s loufe, when the officers of the Inquifi-

“tion, with fonte afliftants, furrounded the houle, and huorried him
away to their prifon : he was foon after fent to the prifon of the
Inquifition at Gran Canaria, where he was confined above two
years, During all that war the Englifh Conful remained in Te-
nerife, and hearing whae had happened, fent am account of the
affair to a perfon of influence in England, intreating him at the
fame time to ufe his inteveft in favour of the Captain, thusunjuitly
detained in the prifon of the Inquifition at Canaria. The Conful's
letter had the defired effe@’; for an Englith man of war, fome time
after, came into the road of Palmas, in Canaria, having many pri-
foners on board: fis orders were, not to exchange any until he
-thould obtain the enlargement of this unfortunate Englithman, He
informed the Canarians of his ordess, who, having many of their
friends prifencrs on board the man of war, folicited the Holy Office,
and procured hisliberty ; I fay folicited, for the civil' power there
cannot oblige the inquifitors to- de any thing contrary to thelr in-
clination.

‘T'HE account the Captain gives of thiis affaic (for he now lives.
inLondon) is, that he was proceeded againft after the {fame manner
as the Holy Oftice of Maluga, in Spain, did againft one Martin, wiro
afterwards publithed an account of his conficement and fufferings..
Some titme after they had exhorted him, in vain, to accult himfelf
and confefs, they told him plainly that he was accufedof b'eing-a-,
Free Muafon. As the Captain did not then underftand Spanifh
enough te.comprelrend their meaning,. the Inguifitors employed on-
this occahon. {or an-interpreter, anold'man, a nativeof Scotland,
who, by fome accident, came to that.ifland when a youth, and em-.’

hraceds
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Braced the Romifk faith, but had almetft entirely loft his mether-~
tongne : this interpreter informed him, that the Holy Office ac-
enfed him of being a Franc Mafon (for fo he termed a Free
Mafon); the Captain ftill not underftanding him, afferted his in~
nocence, although they put him to the torture to make him con~
fefs, At lalt he perceived their meaning ; but, fearing he might
fare the worfe if he confefled, he continued to deny he undeg~
freod their meaning @ this ¥s all I could learn from him, except
that, ont of the time he was confined by the inquifition, he pafied.
nine months in the dungeon.

In the year 1749, an Englith (hip, bound to Guines, was.
wrecked on the coaft of Barbary, adjacent to thefe iflands, where:
a Canary fithing-boat took up the crew, and brought them to the.
ifland of Grap Canaria. The furgeon, being informed that goods
phyficians and 1"11-rgc0135' were fearce there, and being invited by
the gentry to fettle among them, he confented, and praétifed.
phyfic for fome time, with greatapplanfe. The Priefts and Friars,
who had been labouring to convert him, pretended that he had.
given them his promife to embrace the Romifl faith and publicly-
renounce his berefy.  Soon after this he fell fick; they plied him
hard, but to no purpefe; for, after-his recovery, he perfifted in.
lis errors 3 which fo cxalperated them, that they compelled him:-
to leave the ifland.

A Frewcn Huguenot of mean circﬁm{tauces, who kept'a fhop-
in' Tenerife, happening to be at Lancerota upon bufinefs, was.
importuned by a beggar for alins, having a figuce of the Viegin
in.his hands, bedccked with flowers {which iscuftomacy there on.
‘gertain feftivals), which he made ufe of to enforce his fuit,.
The Frenchman, vexedat his importonity, (aid, ** Begone : what:

s fignifies your Virgin.to me.? Indeed, if you.would beg for the:
' « ker
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¢ fake of fome pretty givl, you might have better fuccefs.”
“With thefe words hie turned away, not dreaming of any bad con-
feguences.  The beggar went off, muttering and vawing revenge
againft the herctical dog, as he called bim. The paor French-
man had realon to repent of his ill-timed gallantey, for he was
toon after feized by the officers of the Inquifition, and confined
in prifon, until they found an opportunity of a bark going to Ca-
nariz.  Before he was {ent thither, he wrote a letter to one of his
countrymen at Tenerife, informing him of his misfortune ; and
that he had been racking his thoughts ever fince to find out the
caufe, but conld charge himfelf with no offence againtt the In-
quifition, cxcepting the affiir of the beggar; udding, that being
confcious of bis innocence, he hoped foon to get clear: but in this
he was miflaken, for he was confined at Canaria for more than
a year. It was abferved, that when he returned from thence ko
Tenerife, he Jooked fat and falr, but ever after attended maf, .
and otherwifle behaved himfelf like agood Catholic, which it feems
he had not done before.

Tnar laft perfon whom I remember to have been apprehended
by the Inquifition, was the Marquis de San André*, a man of
near eighty years of age.  He was charged with maintaining fome
errors, in a book which he had publifhed fome time before ; ; but
the real caufe was the keen fpirit of fatire by which he had rendered
him{elf obnoxious to the clergy.  He was not fhut up in the prifon
of the Inquifition, but allowed to range within the walls of a
convent in Canaria, where he remained, if I am not mittaken,
more than twelve months, He died about a year ago, foon after

¥ The Marquis de San André, as was oblerved in the former part of this werk,
-was defcended, in 2 right line, from Don Alonzo Ferdinands de Lugo, who affiftcd
at the canqueft of Canaria, and precured a grant from the Kiag of Spain of the con-
quelt of Palma and Tenerife. It was chiefly owing to his prudent conduét, that
the natives were corvirted lotthe Romith faith.

% ' nIie
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He was difcharged. Te is faid, that the Inquifitors, according to

their ufual form, afked him, on his firlt examination, if he be-

lieved the Holy Office to be holy, juft, and knowing? He re-.
plied, that he abfolutely denied it could have any pretenfions to
knowlege ; and as to jultice, he referred them to his own cafe ;-
and laftly, that he had fome feruples about its fanttity. He durit

not have anfwered in this manner, had he not been affured of the

protection of the court of Madrid: and as he was not punifhed,

made no {ubmiftions, nor did penance when confined or after

he was difcharged, this may be Jooked upon as the ficlt ftep taken

by the King of Spain and his Minifters to retrench the power of
the clergy in the Canary Iflands. The court could not have

pitched on a more proper perfon to {upport againft the Inquifi-

tion, in order to try if it was poflible to curb the. unlimited -
power of that tribunal: and as they have fucceeded. in. the ficlt

attempt, it is to be hoped they will go on, until the church is.
fufliciently humbled, and rendered ablolutely dependent an the

frate.

It is not poffible for a perfon to live in any of the Canary
iflands, excepting Tenerife, who is not a member of the church
of Rome; and even in Tenerife no profeffed Jew, Pagan, or
Mahomedan can at any rvate be a member of fociety: ncither
indeed. Proteftants, unlefs they are merchants of confequence,
The clergy do not care to meddle with them; probably they
have orders from Rome not to difturb them, left they thounld be
embroiled with the Englith or Dutch, and the caufe of the dif-
pute thereby become public, which would ultimately hurt the
sotereft of the church. Formerly it was no uncommnon thing
“for the Inquifition to feize on the Dotch and Englith Confuls.

Tuost Proteftants in Tenerife who are moft expofed to the »

cenfure of the Inquifition are the French Hugenots, for . they
I have .
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fuve none to protect .them from it.  The French Confuls here
have always been men of narrow minds, who neither kept up the
dignity of their office, ar regarded the glory.of their nation; other-
svife they would have prote@ted their countrymen from the infults
of the clergy, even though they had profeffed Puganifma. I have
uften wondered what could induce Flugenots openly to profefs
their religion in this countsy, when they diffemble {ome of their
principles in their own ; for if a map, for his interefl, conforms in
‘one point to the religion of the country he lives in, why not to ali?
It is confiftent with reafon, that a man (hould cither obitinately
vefule to throw a grain of incenfe on the altars of the gods of
‘his country even in the view of death, or be the foremoft in
complying with every ceremony of the worthip paid to them.

Art the inhabitants of the Canary Iflands are zealous Cutholics;
and when they fee any of a different perfuafion behave with
common decency, they feem to be greatly furprized, imagining
heretics to differ little from brutes; for thefe people are by far
more ignorant and fuperftitious than the Catholics of Germany
and other countries, where Papifts and Proteftants dwell in the
fame civil community. Yet the natives here de net pay o much
homage to the clergy as the inhabitants of Portugal, the Azores,
Cape de Verd, and Madeira Illands do to theirs, for the women in
thele parts kifs the borders of the Friers garments, wlen they pafs
“along the ftreets. The Canary clergymen lead more regular lives
than thofe of the above-mentioned illands ¥, and carry not their
* T'he Portugucze Priefls and Friars in the Cape de Verd Iflands are ignorant
and fuperitivions to the greateft degree. Notwithflanding their vow of celibacy,
ithey keep miftrefles openly, without the lealt appearance of fhame, and have thely
children running about their houfes and convents,  While I lived in South Barbary,
a Moor, who by fome accident had been fome time in the Cape de Verds, faid to
me ju the following broken Enplith, *¢ Portugueze Prielt no bewter as fool ; he foy
#¢ he love God beteer, very much indeed, and not take wife 5 yet have chibld in houle
#€ hhis: how man have child and not have wife !  Indecd Portugeeze Padre all the

*¢ fne as fool.” .
2 zen]
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againft heretics fo far as to hinder them from burying their dead
in the earth, which is the cafe in the ifland of Madeirz, although
all its trade and wealth depends entirely on the Englith. ‘The mer-
chants of the Englith nation refiding in that ifland, behave, in one
inftance, to the church with 2 fpirit truly noble, becoming, and
worthy of imitation by all who differ in fenriment from the reli-
gion of their country; for rather than demean themfelves by
cringing to the clergy, they caft their dead into the fea, although
they are fure of being permitted to bury them in the earth, if they
were only to condefcend to requeft that favour from the church *,

Arr frrangers who are not Roman Catholics, are frrongly im-
portuned, on their arrival, to become profelytes; but it has been
obferved, that all fuch as were prevailed on to change their reli-
gion, with a view of bettering ther fortunes, fell {oon after into
poverty, and funk in the efteem of thofe very people who were
{o eager to convert them.

% The Catholics evade the charge of inhumanity brought apainft their religion,
by its adverfaries, thus | why fhould the principles and pradtice of a few blind, igno-~
rant, and {uperftitions zealots, who are mombers of our communion, be brought as
a charge sgaindt our moft holy religion ¥ Docs our church approve of their detcit-
able inhumanity ¢ I would oaly afk thefe Catholics this funple queftion: Has the
Inquifition ever teftified its diflike of that inhuman Jaw. viz. the Portugueze for-
bidding the Englith to bury their dead in the ifland of Madeira? "This is one of the
many things which every day give them the lie.

Cu the other hand, Is it confiftent with that moderation and hetved of peifecu-
tien 7 Is it confiftent wich thofe principles of ¢ivil as well as religious liberty,
which the Proteftant clergy of all denominations profefs, that they ave fo very zeal-
ous for putting the laws in exccution againft blafphemy, infideity, aud herely, of
at leaft what they are plesfed to eall by theie names?  Thel crimes didturb not in
the leaft the civit community. Should not one be inclined to think, therefore, that
they would have endeavoured to obtain a repeal of thofe laws, o deftruclive to the
Iiberty of the fubje t  They never made the lcaft motion towards it; and when
they fpeak of them, it is with an earneft wifh, that they were ten times more rigar-
ous ¢ and it is not wncommon to hear them rail againft the beft of governments,
becaufe it winks at the tranfgreffions of theft laws. : .

Aar WuiLs
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WLk 1 frequented this country, the crew of a Canary fifh-
ing bark brought, from the coaft of the Defart to the city of
Palmas, a boy and a girl, his fifter, who were decoyed on board:
the boy was then about eleven years of age, and the gitl about
nine; they were both drefled in antelopes fkins, Shortly after
their arrival, the fithermen of Palmas went in 2 body, and com-
plained to the Royal Audience againft the people who had brought
away the children, and begged that they might be fent back to
their parents; enforcing this reafonable requeft, by reprefenting
the danger they were in of being maflacred by their relations,
who would infallibly wreak their vengeance on the Canarymen
who fhould attempt to land on their coaft. This reprefentation
had its defired effect; the Audience ordered the captives foon after
to be fent to their own country, with fome prefents to their dif-
confolate parents.

BeroRre their departure, many.artifices were nfed to induce
them to change their religion : they were genteelly clad, elegantly
ledged, and entertained by people of the firft rank, who endea-
voured to make every thing in the ifland a5 agreeable to'them as
poflible ; but all this could not thake the boy’s conftancy, for he
continued firmly attached to the religion of his fathers : the girl,
tempted by the gaicty of the ladies drefs, and other plealures of
the place, feemed to waver ; however her brother bad o much in-
fluence over her, as to prevent her converfion.

SomE of the natives of the Canary Iflands whowere intelligentin
foreign affairs, often afked me the reafon why our commerce {o far
exceeded that of the Spaniards; my anfwer conftantly was, that
the power of the Inquifition and the church, in temperals, in-
fringed their liburty, as well as cramped their induftry, without
both which no nation can make any figure in commerce.

Trorp
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I ToLp them that the excellency of the Englifli conttitution
lay in this, that no man could be punithed (otherwile than by
being excluded from the religious communion of the fociety to
which he belonged) for any crime merely irreligions: bat in ‘this,
I went too far, for there are now fome laws exifting in England,
whereby an amiable member of {ociety may be punifthed for non-
conformity to the precepts of the church,

Is it not furprizing that the Englith nation, now fo highly
cfteemed abroad, fhould fuffer itfelf to be fo duped by the ceaft
of defigning priefls, as to lay their foldiers and feamen, who are
" always ready to thed their blood in their country’s fervice, under
the cruel neceflity of either debauching their confeiences, orlofing
their fubfiftence ? At this time, none of our brave reformed of-
ficers, who ferved in our late glorious expeditions, can receive their
half-pay until they produce certificates of their conformity to the
eftablifbed religion! Yet thefe hypocritical and double-dealing
gentry, the clergy, are perpetually dunning our ears with a noife
about moderation and averfion to perfecution. They ought, in-
deed, to behave with more moderation; for it is not altogether
improbable thatthe timeisat hand, when the governments in Europe
particularly the French, will no longer puzzle themfelves how to
find ways and means to raife money for the neceffities of the ftate,
but will appropriate the revenues of the clergy to that ufe, and fo
avoid the danger of incenfing their fubjects by laying on them un=
popular though neceflary taxes.

Vorratrg, from fuch inftances of the inhumanity of the
clergy, takes occafion to reproach Chriftianity as the caule of all
thofe evils ; and craftily endeavours to make us believe that he is
perfuaded the religion profefled in Europe, and Chriftianity, are the
fume. In this he is not {0 ingenuous as his brother philofopher,

’ Aga 2 the
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~ the famous Rouffeau; for this laft boldly afferts, that they have
not the leaft affinity, well knowing that were Chriflians ever fo
numerous and powerful in any country, they could never, without
renouncing their religion, make Chriftianity 2 term of commu-~
nion, punifh infidels for blafpheming againft its do&trines, or
cxact penfions fiom unbelicvers to fupport their bithops.

C H A P. XX
Diretisns for Sating among the Canary Iflands.

HEN a fhip lies at Palma, wanting to go to Lancerota,

and will not wait for a fair wind (which indeed feldom
blows therc, efpecially in the fummer feafon), Iet ‘her ftand
over to the north-weft fide of Tenerife, and beat up along-thore
until {he weathers point Nago; from thence, with the wind that
gencrally prevails in thefe parts, the will be able to weather Gran
Canaria, and fesch she point of Handia, in Fuertaventurz, or, per-
haps Morro. Gable, from whence it is cafy to. beas us to Poing
Negro, along the eaft fide of the ifland, becaufe the fea there is
always fmooth. Itis not quite {o eafy to beat up from Point Negro
to the ifland of Lobos; yet it may be done without difficulty, when
the weather is moderate : if the wind thould happen to blow:
hard, fhe may ftop in the bay of Las Playas until it proves mora.
favourable. '

From the ifland of Lobos fhe will find no difficulty in Beat-
ing up to Porto de Naot in Lancerota. I would not advife any,
man, who is not perfedily well acquainted with that harbour, to.
attempt tocarry a fhip in, becaufe the entrances are VETY DArTOw,.

It is common for {hips which come loaded from Europe to
Santa Cruz, in Tenerife, to have part of their cargoes to unlpad.
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at Port Orotava: thefe thips, when the trade-wind blows hard,.
will fometinses find i¢ impracticable to weather Point Nago; when.
this is the cale, let her bear away to the leeward point of the
ifland, and keep near the thore, where, if the does not meet with
2 foutherly wind, fhe will be carried by the current, in the fpace
of twenty-four hours, from the louth-weft point of the ifland unto.
Point Teno, from whence fhe may calily beat up to Port Orotava ;
for when the wind blows exceflive ftrong at Point Nago, it is mo-.
detate weather all the way from Point Teno until within two of
three leagues of Point Nago. But I would not advife a fhip to
bear away as above direCted, unlefs when the trade-wind blows.
{o freily that {he cannot weather Point Nago; becauie in moderate
weather there is little or no wind {tiering on the coaft between.
Teno and Port Orotava,

I warn all trangers to thefe iflands, to obferve that Alegranza, .
Lancerota, and Fucrtaventura are, in almoft all our maps and fea-
charts, placed twenty-five or thirty miles toe far to the fouthward;.
for the true pofition of Alegranza is about the latitude of twentyy
nine degrees thirty minntes north..

In all our maps 2nd charts of the coaft of Barbary adjacent te .
the Canary Iflands, thatpart of it fituated between the latitude of °
twenty-nine degrees thirty-minutes, and twenty:feven degrees
thirty minutes north,. is falfely deferibed, as may eafily be pene
ceived by the gener:ﬁ map of the ifiands,  and the Afuican coalt
adjacent to them,. which is annexed to this-work. By .the wrong
pofition of the forefaid part of the coaft of Barbary, in our maps
and charts, I am certain many have, been deceived, and. thereby.-
mip. their fhips athore in the night..

APPEN-~
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APPENDTIX

N deferibing the manners and cuftoms of the natives of thefe

iflands, I forgot to mention, that the gentry are generally poor,
and therefore not being able otherwife to provide for their younger
fons, educate many of them for the church. Not a few young
ladies take the veil and fhut themfelves up in funneries for life,
becaufe they cannot find hufbands fuitable to their rank, and do
not choofe to depend on their elder brothers, or other rclations,
for fubfifience, or becaufe they have met with difappointments in
love : a few, being flattered and puficd up by the Nuns and Clergy,
with a conceit of their own fandity, are prevailed on to take the
vows and quit the world; but the greater part of them have time
afterwards to repent at leifure, and find that 2 mifirefs of a fami-
Jy has it as much in her power to exercife every Chriftian virtue, as
2 woman fhut up in 2 nunpery.

ABovuT two years and a half ago, a monaflery of Nuns, in the
villa of Orotava, took fire in the morning while it was dark,
and-was butnt {o fuddenly that the Nuns had but juft time to fave
their lives: it is the cuftom of many people in thit country, when
'the weather is hot, to fleep without fhirts or fhifts; therefore
fome of the poor Nuns, not having time to calt any thing about
them, made their cfcape ftark naked, when fome of the drowd,
who were affembled on that occafion, tock off their cloaks and
threw them upon them.  Several fellows went into the cells of the
convent, and, in fight of all the erowd, fat down compofedly,
and crammed themiftives with the conferves and f{weetmeats
belonging to the nunnery, notwithftanding the Vicar called aloud

I and
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and threatened them with excommunication. This T mention to
give fome ideaof the thievith difpofition of the Iowc-_r clalsof people.
As to the Nuns, fome were depofited in their parents honfes, or
thofe of their ncarelt relations, and the remainder in 2 large
empty houfe, until they were diftributed into other nunneries in
the illand.

Waen the miftres of a family dies, fome of her hui-
band's relations come to his boufe and refide with him fome time,
to divert his grief, and depart not until another relation comes
to relieve the firlt; the fecond is relieved by a third, and fo on;
until the term of a year is expired.

Ary the orchilla-weed of Tenerife, Canaria, and Palma belongs
to the King, and is part of his reventie; the orchilla of the other
itlands belongs to their refpe@ive proprietors.

Tuz Priefts not being fatisfied with their tythes, nor the Friars
with the revenues of their convents, have found ways and means to
load the inhabitants of thefe iflands with many impofitions, which
would be tedious to enumerate ; and though they are not all efta-
btithed by law, yet it would be dangerous to refufe the payment
of any of them, For inftance, every fithing-bark from the coaft
of Barbary is obliged to deliver a certain quantity of fifl to each
convent ; and when the Mendicant Friars go about from houfe to
houfe, they are liberally fupplied with alms; if any one was to
refufe them, or give a [urly anfwer, he would furely be marked
as an object of their vengeance, and thereby be expofed to the
Inquifition. Al ranks of men here, who have any point io
view, or fcheme to purfue, take care in the firft place to fecure
the leading men of the clergy in their intereft ; when this is done,

ali other obftacles ave eafily furmounted.
FaTumn
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Faruer Feyjoo's Critical Theatre, a book of many volumes,
is much read at prefent by the natives of the Canary iflands. As it
is to be had in every great town in Europe, I thall make no more
mention of it than this, that its author's principal defign feems
to be an attempt to prop the finking credit of the church of
Rome, by giving up many of its miracles {as the produce of the
overheated imaginations of enthufiaftic and ignorant Curates and
Friars, or as plous frauds), in order to preferve the whole from be-
ing looked upon 2s the cunning invention of priefts. Some fce-
thinkers and religious Proteftants fondly imagine this book to be
the forerunner of infidelity or reformation in Spain ; but if they
will take the pains to examine it more nacrowly, they will find that

the author thought it was better that one member fhould perith
than the whole body.
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