THE GREAT PALACE OF CONSTANTINOPLE.

CHAPTER 1L

I HAVE never undertaken the discussion of any
Byzantine problem more difficult than the present.
My intention 1s to attempt to determine the site
and boundaries of the Byzantine Palace in the
Akropolis of Constantinople,' which is often called
the Great Palace, to distinguish it from other
palaces erected by our Emperors both in Constan-
tinople and in the suburbs of Thrace and Anatole ;
namely, those of Eleutherios and of the Mangana,
the Pegaia near to the Church of the Blessed
Virgin styled the Life-receiving Spring (Zwoddyos
mnyh), the Palace of the Virtues now Daout Pasha,
that of Aphameia the present Makrochorion, the
Heraion,? and various others, where they resided
during the summer.®

According to the historians, the Akropolis, as it
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appeared in Byzantine times, was the work of
Severus.! Xenophon calls it Akra.? It was sometimes
called the Eastern Akropolis, to distinguish it from
the Pentapyrgion and Heptapyrgion, to which the
name Akropolis was also frequently applied.®
When I say I have undertaken a most difficult
task, the reader must not suppose that I desire to
unduly magnify the labour which such works
involve. It would indeed be well if any one
desirous of going through this work, would first
read all that has been written both in Greece and
in the West on the topography of the Palace in
the Akropolis. For upwards of a thousand years
this famous spot has been the scene of the most
noteworthy events in our own history, and in that
of the present Ottoman dynasty. Yet all accounts
of the Palace are obscure or utterly unintelligible.*
The student of the many years of Byzantine
history, as he reads of the horrors perpetrated
within the Palace—of men blinded or put to death,
of the collisions between the populace and the rulers
—is perplexed, because up to the present day we
have no knowledge of the Palace, or of the walls
that once surrounded its magnificent buildings,
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and protected them against popular risings and
pillage.’ _

As for the history of the Akropolis before the
time of Severus, it does not lie within the scope of
the present work. Very little is said of it in the
histories of Byzantion.?

Our Byzantine historians enumerate all the
Emperors, from Constantine the Great downwards,
who built or adorned the Palace;® but i1t never
occurred to them to describe its walls. Of
the many halls, and splendid churches and
chapels, raised within the Imperial precincts,
nothing has been preserved to us, except some
pillars, bases or capitals, some sarcophagi with
inscriptions, and several foundations and vaults.
These alone bear witness to the former greatness
of the Akropolis, once filled with the wonders of
Greek art and Byzantine architecture.

I have often had occasion to complain bitterly of
the Byzantine historians. Most of the accounts of
Constantinople preserved in their writings are by
no means clear. Writing for contemporaries, they
never thought of posterity. To this short-sighted
neglect of the Mediseval writers, we all alike owe
the depth of our ignorance and the barrenness of
our labour on this subject.

The Akropolis and its Palace are, as I before said,
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